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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1297 *5%z°

INTRODUCED BY A. BROWN, BRENNAN, ROzZZI, NEILSON, HILL-EVANS,
BURGOS, DELLOSO, BULLOCK, GREEN AND SANCHEZ, JUNE 2, 2023

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 27, 2023
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AN ACT
Amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvania

Consolidated Statutes, in employees, providing for ballistic
armor ¥reeugirements for law enforcement officers. <--

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Title 53 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes is amended by adding a section to read:

§ 2173. Ballistic armor reetirements for law enforcement <--

officers.

(a) Ballistic armor required.--FExeept—as provided—under— <--

stbseetion—fbr7—+the THE commission shall reguire a law <--

enforcement effieer AGENCY, in collaboration with any applicable <--

State or local agency, to be equipped with ballistic armor THAT <--

MAY BE USED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS while engaging in

criminal or traffic law enforcement duties. The ballistic armor

shall meet all of the following criteria:

(1) The ballistic armor shall be TYPE II, Type IIIA, <--

Type IITI or Type IV on the effective date of this section.




1 (2) The ballistic armor shall be certified by the

2 National Institute of Justice within the United States

3 Department of Justice on the effective date of this section.

4 (3) The ballistic armor shall not be expired.
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8 armer—reaguirement—under subsection—{ar-

9 +er (B) Training.——The commission shall provide training to <--

10 a law enforcement officer on the proper use of ballistic armor,

11 the different classifications of ballistic armor provided by the

12 National Institute of Justice within the United States

13 Department of Justice and when a law enforcement officer should

14 wear additional ballistic armor.
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(C) DEFINTITION.--AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE TERM "LAW <--

ENFORCEMENT QOFFICER" SHATLTL HAVE THE SAME MEANING AS THE TERM

"PEACE OFFICER" UNDER 18 PA.C.S. § 501 (RELATING TO DEFINITIONS)

AND SHALL ALSO INCLUDE CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS OF ANY PRIVATE OR

PUBLIC COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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