PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 1266 pRINTER'S No. 1771

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 967 “%2”

INTRODUCED BY SCHWANK, BROOKS, HUGHES, MENSCH, FONTANA, COSTA,
KEARNEY, SANTARSIERO, COMITTA, STREET, BAKER, CAPPELLETTI AND
COLLETT, DECEMBER 10, 2021

AS AMENDED ON THIRD CONSIDERATION, JUNE 15, 2022
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AN ACT

Establishing the Women, Infants and Children State Advisory
Board.

The General Assembly finds and declares as follows:

(1) The Commonwealth intends to maximize the Federal
funding available for the Pennsylvania Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children by

maximizing PARTICIPATION AND enrollment in the program +a— <--

order to support healthier pregnancies ant—births—ant— <--
. L el W . E T i
eooreinate, MATERNAL OUTCOMES, BIRTHS AND BIRTH OUTCOMES, <--

IMPROVING HEALTH IN PREGNANT WOMEN, POSTPARTUM WOMEN,
CHILDREN AND INFANTS IN THIS COMMONWEALTH AND COORDINATING
WITH other programs that support women, infants and children.
(2) Immediate action is needed to halt the steady
decline in WIC PARTICIPATION AND enrollment and the resultant <--
decrease in Federal funding and nutritional assistance for

Pennsylvania's lower-income women, infants and children, by
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irereased INCREASING THE use of technology+ AND <--

administrative organizationy AND BY greater transparency in <--

operation and use of Federal funding.
(3) It is necessary to steadily increase PARTICIPATION <--

AND enrollment in programs that support women, infants and

children, eliminate enrollment barriers, coordinate and

connect with related programs and maximize technology to

improve maternal and infant birth outcomes and the health of

children eligible for participation in the program.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the WIC State
Advisory Board Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the meanings given to them in this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Board." The Women, Infants and Children State Advisory
Board established in section 3.

"Department." The Department of Health of the Commonwealth.

= ! £ i : <=--

"ENROLLMENT." THE NUMBER OF ACTIVE WIC PARTICIPANTS WHO ARE <--
ELTGIBLE TO RECEIVE FOOD BENEFITS.

"FOOD INSTRUMENT." A VOUCHER, CHECK, ELECTRONIC BENEFITS
TRANSFER (EBT) CARD, COUPON OR OTHER DOCUMENT THAT IS USED BY A
PARTICIPANT TO OBTAIN SUPPLEMENTAL FOODS.

"PARTICIPATION." THE NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE RECEIVED
WIC FOOD BENEFITS ON A FOOD INSTRUMENT.

"WIC." The Pennsylvania Special Supplemental Nutrition
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Program for Women, Infants and Children.
Section 3. Establishment.
The Women, Infants and Children State Advisory Board is
established in the department.
Section 4. ©Bwties TOPICS. <--

(a) Advising.--The board shall advise the department ame— <--

Commeonweatth on the following topics:
(1) ©pn—the THE operation of the programs, to: <--

(1) Increase enrollment and utilization of the

+aformation- PROGRAMS. <--
(ii) Improve the quality of services to support
connections between WIC and comprehensive services to
address the social, health, educational and other needs
of pregnant individuals, mothers, infants and feddiers— <--

CHILDREN. <--
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30 P r—Pbuties—Fhe—board—shatt—have—the—foltowing—duties:—
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OUTREACH INITIATIVES TO INCREASE PARTICIPATION AND ENROLLMENT IN <=-
THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING ANY UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS.
(3) TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS OR ENHANCEMENTS FOR PROGRAM
OPERATIONS, EFFICACY AND EFFICIENCY, INCLUDING:

(1) INCORPORATING THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY AND
MODERNIZATION TOOLS THAT REMOVE BARRIERS FOR PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS, INCLUDING THE POTENTIAL TO LOAD BENEFITS
REMOTELY AND PURCHASE WIC BENEFITS ONLINE.

(II) DEVELOPING AND MAXIMIZING THE USE OF TELEHEALTH
TECHNOLOGY FOR THE INCREASED CONVENIENCE OF PROGRAM
PARTICIPANTS.

(ITII) COORDINATING AND COLLATING SERVICES TO IMPROVE
EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THOSE SERVICES.

(B) OTHER TOPICS.--THE BOARD MAY ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT ON
OTHER TOPICS BEARING ON THE PROGRAM.
SECTION 5. DUTIES.
(A) BOARD DUTIES.--THE BOARD SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING
DUTIES:
(1) Review current aggregate data on WIC eligibility and

PARTICIPATION AND enrollment at the regiomat STATE level from <--

the department and—the Pepartment—of Human Services. <--

S —Pevetop—anr—anrtat—actior—ptanr—for—the—department—and—
the—bepartment—ofHuman—Servicess

4 (2) Become familiar with the WIC Policy Manual and <--
WIC State plan to—enstre—aitl—members—are—aware—of the—current—<--
efforts.

+5r—TReseareh (3) ADVISE ON best practices that are used <--
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1 in other states.

2 {6 r—Consutrt—with agencies o —what—stakehotders—coutd—-do— <--
3 to—promote—ottreach, enrottment—and—conrection—to—

4 comprehensive—Servicesy

5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12 berefitingwomen, —tnfants—and—chitdren~
13 (4) CONSULT WITH ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER AGENCIES THAT <--
14 WORK WITH WIC PARTICIPANTS IN FULFILLING DUTIES UNDER THIS
15 ACT.
16 (5) ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT ON THE TOPICS ENUMERATED IN
17 SECTION 4.
18 Section & 6. Membership and meetings. <--
19 (a) Membership.--The board shall consist of the following

20 members:

21 (1) Bxoffietomembers—The following individuals shall <--
22 be ex officio members of the board:

23 (i) The Secretary of Health or a designee WHO SHALL <--
24 BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT.

25 i —Fhe—Seeretary—ofHumanr—Services—or—a—desigreer <--
26 Hii—FhePirectorof WIc—or—a—desigree—

27 22— Members—of—the board—shatt—inctude—one—

28 representative—fromeach—of—thefollowings

29 tH—A regionat heatth careprovider serving women;—

30 infants—andchitdrens
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(IT) THE DIRECTOR OF WIC OR A DESIGNEE WHO SHALL BE

AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT WITH SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE
OF WIC.

(ITI) TWO SUBJECT MATTER EXPERTS, AS DETERMINED BY
THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH OR A DESIGNEE.
(2) REMAINING MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL INCLUDE THE

NUMBER OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM EACH OF THE FOLLOWING

CATEGORIES AS INDICATED, FOR A TOTAL OF 14 REMAINING MEMBERS:

(I) TWO MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS WITH EXPERTISE IN
SERVING WOMEN AND CHILDREN FROM UNDERSERVED POPULATIONS.
(IT) TWO ADVOCATES FOCUSED ON ADDRESSING FOOD

INSECURITY.

(III) TWO CHILD OR MATERNAL ADVOCATES.
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(IV) THREE WIC PARTICIPANTS, EACH REPRESENTING A
DIFFERENT REGION OF THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(V) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM TWO DIFFERENT WIC-
AUTHORIZED STORES OR REPRESENTATIVES OR DESIGNEES OF WIC-
AUTHORIZED STORES, FOR A TOTAL OF TWO, WITH PREFERENCE
BEING FOR ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM A STORE LOCATED IN AN
URBAN AREA AND ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM A STORE LOCATED IN
A RURAL AREA, AS DETERMINED BY THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH.

(VI) ONE REPRESENTATIVE FROM EACH OF THREE DIFFERENT
WIC LOCAL AGENCIES, FOR A TOTAL OF THREE REPRESENTATIVES,
EACH REPRESENTING A DIFFERENT REGION OF THIS
COMMONWEALTH.

(B) CHAIR.--THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH SHALL SERVE AS CHAIR OF
THE BOARD. THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) AT THE FIRST BOARD MEETING, BOARD MEMBERS SHALL

SELF-SELECT A VICE CHAIR AND SECRETARY.

(2) THE VICE CHAIR SHALL ASSIST IN THE AGENDA CREATION

AND MEETING ORGANIZATION.

(3) THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH SHALL SELECT A BOARD MEMBER

TO FILL THE VICE CHAIR'S OBLIGATIONS IN THE VICE CHAIR'S

ABSENCE.

(4) THE SECRETARY OF THE BOARD SHALL CAPTURE AND

DISTRIBUTE MEETING MINUTES.

(C) QUORUM.--TEN BOARD MEMBERS UNDER SECTION 6 (A) (2) SHALL
CONSTITUTE A QUORUM.

(D) VOTING.--ONLY BOARD MEMBERS UNDER SECTION 6 (A) (2) SHALL
HAVE VOTING RIGHTS. THE VOTE OF THE MAJORITY OF THE QUORUM OF
BOARD MEMBERS SHALL PREVATL.

(E) APPOINTMENT AND TERMS.--

(1) THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH SHALL APPOINT MEMBERS OF THE
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1 BOARD UNDER SECTION 6 (A) (2) FOR STAGGERED THREE-YEAR TERMS,

2 AS DETERMINED BY THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, FOR A TERM NOT TO

3 EXCEED THREE CONSECUTIVE YEARS.

4 (2) A BOARD MEMBER WHOSE TERM HAS EXPIRED SHALL CONTINUE
5 AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD UNTIL A REPLACEMENT HAS BEEN

6 APPOINTED. THE MEMBER SHALL HAVE FULL VOTING RIGHTS AND COUNT
7 FOR PURPOSES OF ESTABLISHING A QUORUM. HOWEVER, IN NO EVENT

8 SHALL THE MEMBER CONTINUE TO SERVE ON THE BOARD BEYOND SIX

9 MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF TERM EXPIRATION.
10 (3) EX OFFICIO MEMBERS OR THEIR DESIGNEES SHALL SERVE SO
11 LONG AS THE OFFICIAL CONTINUES TO SERVE IN AN OFFICIAL
12 POSITION.
13 e (F) Vacancies.--Vacancies in the membership of the board <--

14 shall be filled WITHIN 45 DAYS OF THE VACANCY in the same manner <--

15 as provided for the original appointments.

16 e (G) Staffing.--The board shall be staffed in <--
17 collaboration with individuals from+ <--
18 +H—Fhe—<department—

19 2 —Fhe—Pbepartmenrt—ofHumanr—Services—

20 3 r—SNAP- THE DEPARTMENT. <--
21 £ (H) Subcommittees.--The board may at any time create <--

22 subcommittees of the board members to carry out specific tasks

23 or research. Subcommittees are to be created on an ad hoc basis

24 and are not to replace or interfere with the efforts of the

25 board.

26 e (I) Meetings.--The board shall meet in accordance with <--

27 the following:

28 (1) Members shall meet no F+ess—+har—3+6 FEWER THAN FOUR <--
29 times per year—, ON A QUARTERLY BASIS. HOWEVER, THE BOARD <=--
30 SHALL MEET EVERY MONTH FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS AFTER THE
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BOARD. THEREAFTER, FOR THE REMAINDER OF
THAT FIRST YEAR, THE BOARD SHALL MEET ON A QUARTERLY BASIS.
(2) The agenda for each meeting and all meeting minutes
shall be posted to the department's publicly accessible
Internet website.
(3) Meetings shall comply with the following:
(1) The act of February 14, 2008 (P.L.6, No.3),
known as the Right-to-Know Law.
(ii) 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open meetings).
SECTION 7. COMPENSATION AND REIMBURSEMENT. <--
BOARD MEMBERS SHALL NOT BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION FOR THEIR
SERVICES AS BOARD MEMBERS. HOWEVER, BOARD MEMBERS SHALL BE
ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH COMMONWEALTH
GUIDELINES FOR REASONABLE TRAVEL, LODGING AND OTHER NECESSARY
EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES AS BOARD
MEMBERS.
SECTION 8. CONFLICT OF INTEREST.
BOARD MEMBERS SHALL RECUSE THEMSELVES FROM DISCUSSIONS AND
ACTIONS IF A CONFLICT OF INTEREST MAY EXIST.
Section € 9. Effective date. <--

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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