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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1728 %1°

INTRODUCED BY STRUZZI, HILL-EVANS, RYAN, COX, CIRESI, LEWIS
DELROSSO, STURLA AND R. MACKENZIE, JULY 20, 2021

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, DECEMBER 13, 2021
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AMENDING TITLE 24 (EDUCATION) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED <=--
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STATUTES, ESTABLISHING THE ADULT EDUCATION WORKFORCE RECOVERY
GRANT PROGRAM, ESTABLISHING THE ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE
RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM FUND AND MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

eby enacts as follows:

20210HB1728PN2510 -2 -



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29 Recovery—Grant—Programits—estabtished—in—the department—TFhe—
30 programshati—provide—grants—as provided—ia—this—acts

20210HB1728PN2510 -3 -



3 e r——Seourece—offund—

4 H—Fhe—sumof—S15,6605060—Ftn Federal—moneypatc—to—the—
5 commonweatth—uhder—theAmericanr RescdvePlamr Act—of 2021+

6 (Pubtie—taw—t+H7—2+—3135Stat—4r—shatt—Pbe—transferred—to—the—
5 md u . SR .

8 provided—in—section304——shattbe—altoecated—as—foltowss

9 5 B £ i o . }

10 fund—shatt—Pbeused—toprovide grants—to—the—entities—
11 i i 7 7 7 7 7 7
12 e = i i =
13 ir——section—162+

14 HHr—Fwenty—pereent—of—the—remainingmorey—+n—the—
15 fund—shatt—Pbeused—toprovidegrants—to—entities—

16 deseribed—inparagraph—(9)—of—the definttionof adutt—
17

18

19 recogritred——eguirvarent—ana need—adartionat—tratning—to—
20 reenter—the—workforee~r

21 22— The—department—may reattocatebetweenr—the—grants—

22 specified—inparagraph (I r{ir—and—<(iir—any unspent—ftunds—
23 resuttingfrominsufficientappticants foltowingthe—initiat—

24 gramt—apptication—period:
25
26
27

28

29
30 (2 r—Providing—Support—to—adutt tearners—incompteting—a—

20210HB1728PN2510 -4 -



10

11

12

13 Seetien302—6Grants—

14 {ar—Eligibility—An adult—education providershallbe—

15 eligibleto—apply fora grantunder—the program—

16 +by—Guidelines—The department—shall develop—guidelines—
17 +hetspecify the requirements for grants—The guidelines shall—
18  4meluder

19 I r—TFhe—grant—appticatieonrprocess—
20 2 r—Attowed—ang—disattowed——expenses—
21 (S —TFhe—method—bywhichgrantees—witl—be—evatuated—on—

22 performanrce—to—iretude—ovteome—based—metries—
23 {er—Awards——

24 +H—Fhe—<departmentray ot award—a grant Thexcess—of—
25 $5000086—+o—a—¢aguatified—appltiecants
26 2 r—TFThe—department—may award—a grant—for—a muttipartner—

27 ecotaboration,— it whichcase—thedollar timit—in paragraph—
28 I—shatt——rmot—appty-

29 Seetion—363+—Procedure—for grant—issuances

30 ‘ta—Apprication—Aneligibte—adulteducation provider—may—

20210HB1728PN2510 -5 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

29

30

20210HB1728PN2510 - 6 -



10

11

12
13 I —Fhe—Governor-

14 2 —Fhe—ehairpersonr—anc—mirori-ty—ehatrrperson——of—the—
15 Appropriations—Committee—of—the—Senate~r

16 S )—The—~echatrpersonr—anagminority chatrperson—of—the—
17 Appropriations—Committee—of—the House—of Representatives—
18 44— Fhe—chairpersonr—andminority chatrperson—of—the—
19 EdueationrCommittee—of—+theSenater

20 5 r—TFhe—chairpersonr—andminortty chatrrpersonr—of—the—
21 EdueationrCommrttee—of the Houseof Representatives—

22 Seetror062+—Report—econtents—s

23 ITnr—eadaition—to—informationor anatysis—reguired—by—the—

24

25 each—egrapt—awarded—imetuding—whethers

26 {1y Phe grant—achieved theelear obtectives and—
27 measurable—goats proposed—under—section303b {8~

28 {2y The rumber—ofeligible programparticipante~
29 {3 Theamourt—expendedr

30 EHAPFER—

20210HB1728PN2510 -7 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
277
28
29
30

Sectiton—11Hot—Fffective date~
This—act—shatt—takeeffectimmediatety~
SECTION 1. TITLE 24 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED
STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A PART TO READ:
PART TT-A

EDUCATTIONAL PROGRAMS

CHAPTER 31

ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM

SEC.

3101. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

3102. DEFINITIONS.

3103. GRANT PROGRAM.

3104. GRANT AWARDS.

3105. PROCEDURE FOR GRANT TISSUANCE.

3106. LIMIT ON ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

3107. ANNUAL REPORT.

3108. REPORT CONTENTS.

§ 3101. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

THIS CHAPTER RELATES TO THE ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKEORCE

RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM ACT.

§ 3102. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THTIS CHAPTER

SHALL HAVE THE MEANTINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER." AN APPROVED EDUCATIONAL AGENCY,

INSTITUTION OR ORGANIZATION MAKING USE OF ETITHER PROFESSIONAL OR

VOLUNTARY PERSONNEL. THE TERM INCLUDES:

(1) A SCHOOL DISTRICT.

(2) AN INTERMEDIATE UNIT.
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(3) AN AREA CAREER AND TECHNICAL SCHOOL.

(4) A COMMUNITY COLLEGE.

(5) A LITERACY COUNCITL.

(6) A TOCAL LIBRARY.

(7) A COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANTZATION THAT IS PRIVATE, A

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION AND REPRESENTATIVE OF COMMUNITIES OR

SIGNIFICANT PARTS OF COMMUNITIES AND PROVIDES ADULT OR FAMILY

LITERACY EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

(8) AN EDUCATIONAL ENTITY RECOGNIZED BY THE SECRETARY OF

EDUCATION FOR PROVIDING APPROPRIATE AND EFFECTIVE ADULT BASIC

OR FAMILY LITERACY EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

(9) AN EDUCATION ENTITY RECOGNIZED BY THE SECRETARY OF

EDUCATION FOR PROVIDING APPROPRIATE AND EFFECTIVE EDUCATION

EXCLUSIVELY TO ADULT POPULATIONS.

"ELTGIBLE PROGRAM PARTICIPANT." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS

ATTAINED 18 YEARS OF AGE AND SATISFIES ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) IS BASIC SKILLS DEFICIENT;

(2) DOES NOT HAVE A SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR ITS

RECOGNIZED EQUIVALENT AND HAS NOT ACHIEVED AN EQUIVALENT

LEVEL OF EDUCATION;

(3) IS AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER; OR

(4) RFEQUIRES ADDITIONAL TRAINING TO REENTER THE

WORKFORCE AFTER A JOB LOSS OR GAP IN EMPLOYMENT.

"FUND." THE ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE RECOVERY GRANT

PROGRAM FUND ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 3103 (B) (RELATING TO

GRANT PROGRAM) .

"GRANT." A GRANT ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THIS

CHAPTER.

"HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY CREDENTIAT." THE COMMONWEATTH

SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA AVAILABLE TO RESIDENTS OF THIS
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COMMONWEALTH WHO DO NOT POSSESS A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA AND HAVE

MET THE CRITERTIA SPECIFTIED IN 22 PA. CODE § 4.72 (RELATING TO

CREDENTIALS OTHER THAN THE HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA) .

"PROGRAM." THE ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE RECOVERY GRANT

PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 3103 (A).

§ 3103. GRANT PROGRAM.

(A) ESTABLTISHMENT.--THE ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE

RECOVERY GRANT PROGRAM IS ESTABLISHED IN THE DEPARTMENT. THE

PROGRAM SHALL PROVIDE GRANTS AS PROVIDED FOR UNDER THIS CHAPTER.

(B) FUND.--THE ADULT EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE RECOVERY GRANT

PROGRAM FUND IS ESTABLISHED IN THE STATE TREASURY.

(C) SOURCE OF FUND.--

(1) THE SUM OF $15,000,000 IN FEDERAL MONEY PATID TO THE

COMMONWEALTH UNDER THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT OF 2021

(PUBLIC LAW 117-2, 135 STAT. 4) SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE

FUND AND, SUBJECT TO PAYMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS AS

PROVIDED IN SECTION 3106 (RELATING TO LIMIT ON ADMINISTRATIVE

COSTS), SHALL BE ALLOCATED AS FOLLOWS:

(I) FEIGHTY PERCENT OF THE REMATINING MONEY IN THE

FUND SHATLL BE USED TO PROVIDE GRANTS TO THE ENTITTIES

DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPHS (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7)

AND (8) OF THE DEFINITION OF "ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER"

IN SECTION 3102 (RELATING TO DEFINTITIONS).

(IT) TWENTY PERCENT OF THE REMAINING MONEY IN THE

FUND SHALL BE USED TO PROVIDE GRANTS TO ENTITIES

DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH (9) OF THE DEFINITION OF "ADULT

EDUCATION PROVIDER" IN SECTION 3102 FOR PROGRAMS THAT

SERVE ADULT LEARNERS WHO HOLD A SECONDARY DIPT.OMA OR A

RECOGNIZED EQUIVALENT AND NEED ADDITTIONAL TRATINING TO

REENTER THE WORKFORCE.
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(2) THE DEPARTMENT MAY REALLOCATE BETWEEN THE GRANTS

SPECIFIED IN PARAGRAPH (1) (T) AND (IT) ANY UNSPENT FUNDS

RESULTING FROM INSUFEFICIENT APPLICANTS FOLLOWING THE INITIATL

GRANT APPLICATION PERTIOD.

(D) ADMINISTRATION.--THE DEPARTMENT SHATT MAKE COMPETITIVE

GRANTS AVATLABLE TO ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDERS FOR THE FOLLOWING

PURPOSES :

(1) UPSKILLING WORKING-AGE ADULTS FOR THE POST-COVID

WORKFORCE .

(2) PROVIDING SUPPORT TO ADULT LEARNERS IN COMPLETING A

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY CREDENTTAT.

(3) PROVIDING TECHNICAL TRAINING OR JOB TRATINING

NECESSARY TO SECURE EMPLOYMENT TO PARTICTIPANTS COENROLLED TN

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION OR TRANSITIONING DIRECTLY FROM ADULT

BASIC EDUCATION.

(4) PROVIDING TUITION ASSISTANCE FOR GRANT PARTICIPANTS

COENROLLED IN ADULT BASIC EDUCATION OR TRANSITIONING DIRECTLY

FROM ADULT BASIC EDUCATION.

(5) PROVIDING DIGITAL LITERACY TRATNING.

(6) PROVIDING CAREER SERVICES, TINCLUDING CAREER

EXPLORATION, PLANNING AND SUPPORT TIDENTTIEFYTNG AND EVATLUATING

EDUCATION AND JOB TRAINING PROGRAMS.

§ 3104. GRANT AWARDS.

(A) FELIGIBILITY.--AN ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER SHALL BE

ELTIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR A GRANT UNDER THE PROGRAM.

(B) GUIDELINES.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP GUIDELINES

THAT SPECIFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS. THE GUIDELINES SHALL

INCLUDE :

(1) THE GRANT APPLTICATION PROCESS.

(2) ALTOWED AND DISALILOWED EXPENSES.
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(3) THE METHOD BY WHICH GRANTEES WILL BE EVALUATED ON

PERFORMANCE TO INCLUDE OUTCOME-BASED METRICS.

(C) AWARDS.-=

(1) THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT AWARD A GRANT TN EXCESS OF

$500,000 TO A QUALIFIED APPLICANT.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT MAY AWARD A GRANT FOR A MULTIPARTNER

COLLABORATION, IN WHICH CASE THE DOLLAR LIMIT IN PARAGRAPH

(1) SHALL NOT APPLY.

§ 3105. PROCEDURE FOR GRANT ISSUANCE.

(A) APPLICATION.—--AN ELIGIBLE ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER MAY

SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE DEPARTMENT REQUESTING A GRANT.

(B) APPTLICATION REQUIREMENTS.--A COMPLETED APPLICATION MUST

DESCRIBE THE PROPOSED GRANT ACTIVITIES TN THE FORM AND MANNER

PRESCRIBED BY THE DEPARTMENT. AN APPLTICATION MUST INCLUDE ALL OF

THE FOLLOWING:

(1) A DESCRIPTION OF THE PROGRAMMING AND SERVICES THE

ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER WILL OFFER IN SUPPORT OF ONE OR MORE

OF THE PURPOSES OUTLINED IN SECTION 3103 (D) (RELATING TO

GRANT PROGRAM) .

(2) A DESCRIPTION OF THE MANNER IN WHICH THE ADULT

EDUCATION PROVIDER WILL MEET THE GUIDELTINES UNDER SECTION

3104 (B) (RELATING TO GRANT AWARDS) .

(3) A PROJECTION OF COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROPOSED

GRANT ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING AN ENUMERATION OF OPPORTUNITIES

TO LEVERAGE OTHER FUNDING AND PROGRAMMING RESOURCES.

(4) INFORMATION ON OCCUPATIONS THAT WILL BE THE FOCUS OF

THE PROGRAM, INCLUDING DATA ON LOCAL DEMAND.

(5) A DESCRIPTION OF STRATEGIES TO RECRUIT ELTIGIBLE

PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS.

(6) INFORMATION ON INDUSTRY-RECOGNIZED CREDENTIALS OR
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CERTIFTICATIONS AWARDED TO PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS UPON

COMPLETION OF AN EDUCATION OR JOB TRAINING.

(7) A START DATE FOR THE PROPOSED GRANT ACTIVITIES.

(8) A LIST OF CLEAR OBJECTIVES AND MEASURABLE GOALS THAT

THE ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER WILL SEEK TO ACHIEVE.

(C) APPROVAL PROCESS.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALIL REVIEW AND

APPROVE GRANT APPLICATIONS THAT, IN THE SOLE DISCRETION OF THE

DEPARTMENT, SATISEY THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS CHAPTER.

(D) CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIP.--WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE

COMPLETTION OF THE APPROVAL PROCESS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENTER

INTO A CONTRACT WITH EACH ADULT EDUCATION PROVIDER APPROVED FOR

A GRANT. THE CONTRACT SHATLL REQUTIRE THE STGNATORIES TO PROVIDE

THE SERVICES DESCRIBED IN THE APPROVED APPLICATION FROM MONEY

APPROPRIATED OR DISTRIBUTED FOR THIS PURPOSE.

§ 3106. LIMIT ON ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

NO MORE THAN 5% OF THE MONEY IN THE FUND MAY BE USED BY THE

DEPARTMENT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

§ 3107. ANNUAL REPORT.

NOT LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 1 OF EACH YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

SUBMIT A REPORT REGARDING THE TMPTLEMENTATION AND OUTCOMES OF

GRANTS OVER THE PREVIOUS FISCAL YEAR TO THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE GOVERNOR.

(2) THE CHATIRPERSON AND MINORITY CHATRPERSON OF THE

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.

(3) THE CHATRPERSON AND MINORITY CHATRPERSON OF THE

APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

(4) THE CHATRPERSON AND MINORITY CHAIRPERSON OF THE

EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE.

(5) THE CHATRPERSON AND MINORITY CHATRPERSON OF THE

EDUCATION COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
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1 § 3108. REPORT CONTENTS.

2 IN ADDITION TO INFORMATION OR ANALYSIS REQUIRED BY THE

3 DEPARTMENT, THE ANNUAL REPORT SHALIL INCLUDE INFORMATION ABOUT

4 EACH GRANT AWARDED, INCLUDING WHETHER:

5 (1) THE GRANT ACHIEVED THE CLEAR OBJECTIVES AND

6 MEASURABLE GOALS PROPOSED UNDER SECTION 3105 (B) (8) (RELATING
7 TO PROCEDURE FOR GRANT ISSUANCE) .

8 (2) THE NUMBER OF ELIGIBLE PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS.

9 (3) THE AMOUNT EXPENDED.
10 SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
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