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AN ACT
Amending Title 16 (Counties) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, consolidating the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323,

No.130), known as The County Code; and making a related
repeal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. Part I heading of Title 16 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

PART T
PRELTMINARY PROVISIONS
[ (Reserved) ]

Section 2. Part I of Title 16 is amended by adding chapters

to read:
CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PROVISTIONS

Sec.

101. Scope of title.

102. Applicability.

102.1. Definitions.
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103.

Excluded provisions.

104. Saving clause.

105. Holding of office.

106. Construction of references.
107. Constitutional construction.
108. Tegislation according to class.
108.1. (Reserved).

§ 101. Scope of title.

s 1

This title relates to counties.

02. Applicability.

Except for the following, this title does not apply to

counties of the first or second classes:

(1) Section 108 (relating to legislation according to
class) .
(2) Sections 301 (relating to enumeration of counties),

310 (relating to counties divided into nine classes) and 311

(relating to ascertainment, certification and effect of

change of class).

(3) Subchapter B of Chapter 11 (relating to required

fiscal security for officers and emplovees) .

(4) Part ITI (relating to counties of the first class).
(5) Part TIT (relating to counties of the second class).
(6) Chapter 139 (relating to coroner).

(7) Section 14301 (relating to district attorney,

qgqualifications, eligibility and compensation) or in section

17509 (relating to hotel room rental tax in second class and

second class A counties).

(8) Chapter 171 (relating to Southwestern Pennsvlvania

Regional Renaissance Initiative).

(9) Chapter 173 (relating to third class county
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convention center authorities).

S 102.1. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this title shall

have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:

"County Code." The former act of August 9, 1955 (P.I..323,

No.130), known as The County Code.

"Municipal corporation." A city, borough, incorporated town,

township of the first or second class or a home rule or optional

charter municipality other than a county.

"Municipality." A municipal corporation or county.

"Recreation places." The term includes public parks,

parkwavs, bridle paths, horse show rings, footpaths,

plavgrounds, plavfields, gymnasiums, public baths, swimming

pools, agricultural fairgrounds or other indoor or outdoor

recreation centers.

"Street." A street, road, lane, court, cul-de-sac, alley,

public way or public sqguare.

S 103. Excluded provisions.

This title does not include anvy provisions of, and may not be

construed to repeal:

(1) Article XITI.1 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343,

No.176), known as The Fiscal Code.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in section 3903 of the

County Code, the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320),

known as the Pennsvlvania FElection Code.

(3) The act of August 24, 1951 (P.L.1304, No.315), known

as the Local Health Administration Law.

(4) Any law relating to the fees of county officers,

except anv acts repealed by former Article XXXIX of the
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County Code.

(5) Except if expressly provided, anv law relating to

the collection of municipal and tax claims.

(6) Any law relating to the assessment and valuation of

property and persons for taxation.

(7)  Anvy law relating to the giving of countyv consent to

public utilities.

(8) Any law relating to State highwavys.

(9) Anvy law relating to the validation of elections,

bonds, resolutions and accounts of corporate officers.

(10) Anv law relating to collections by county officers

of money for the Commonwealth, and the issuance of State

licenses.

(11) Anv law relating to the government and regqulation

of or commitment to Jails, prisons and other correctional

institutions and maintenance and care of prisoners or inmates

in jJails, prisons and other correctional institutions.

(12) Anv law relating to civil and criminal procedure,

except special provisions concerning action.

(13) Anyv law relating to joint county and municipal

buildings and works.

(14) Any law relating to county libraries, except law

libraries.

(15) Any law relating to the recording of deeds,

mortgages or other instruments in writing.

(16) Anv law relating to the rebinding, reindexing and

transcribing of records in county offices.

(17) Any temporary law.

(18) Any amendment or supplement of anv of the laws

referred to in this section.
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(19) 53 Pa.C.S. Pt. VITI Subpt. B (relating to

indebtedness and borrowing) .

(20) 66 Pa.C.S. Pt. I (relating to public utility code).

S 104. Saving clause.

(a) Continuation.—--This title, as far as the provisions of

this title are the same as the provisions of laws in existence

on January 1, 1956, shall be construed as a continuation of the

laws, and not as a new enactment. The repeal by the County Code

of any provisions of law, may not revive any law repealed or

superseded prior to January 1, 1956, nor affect the existence or

class of anv county created prior to January 1, 1956. This title

mayv not affect anv act done, liabilitv incurred or right accrued

or vested, nor affect anv suit or prosecution, pending or to be

instituted, to enforce anv right or penalty or punish any

offense under the authority of the repealed laws.

(b) Local laws.—-Fach ordinance, resolution, regulation and

rule, made under an act repealed by the County Code, shall

continue with the same force and effect as if the act had not

been repealed. Fach local act applying to particular counties,

not specifically repealed, shall continue in force, and any

provisions of this title inconsistent with local laws mav not

apply to the counties affected by the local laws, unless the

application is clearly indicated.

(c) Remain in force.--All acts and parts of acts relating to

counties, or to particular classes of counties, in force as of

January 1, 1956, and not repealed by the County Code, shall

remain in force in the same manner and with the same effect as

prior to the adoption of the County Code.

(d) Second Class County Code.—-This title shall be

considered a continuation of the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723,
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No.230), known as the Second Class County Code, as it pertains

to second class A counties, except where otherwise expressly

provided. The repeal of the Second Class County Code as it

relates to second class A counties by former section 3901 of the

County Code may not be construed as modifving or repealing any

term of office, power, ordinance, rule or reqgulation of home

rule counties or counties of the second class A existing on

December 24, 2018.

S 105. Holding of office.

An individual holding an elective office under the County

Code shall continue to hold the office until the expiration of

the individual's term, subject to the conditions and salary

attached to the office prior to October 24, 2018.

S 106. Construction of references.

If reference is made to any act, the reference shall also

apply to and include any codifications in which the provisions

of the act referred to are substantially reenacted or to

reenactments, revisions or amendments of the act.

S 107. Constitutional construction.

The provisions of this title shall be severable, and, if any

of its provisions are held to be unconstitutional, the decision

of the court may not affect the validity of the remaining

provisions of this title. Tt is declared as a legislative intent

that this title would have been adopted by the General Assembly

had the unconstitutional provisions not been included within

this title.

S 108. Tegislation according to class.

The affairs of counties shall be legislated for and regulated

by general laws, applicable to each county, or to particular

classes, as fixed and appointed by this title. Fach law adopted
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by the General Assembly for one or more of the classes fixed and

appointed by this title shall be deemed to be general laws.

S 108.1. (Reserved) .

CHAPTER 3

NAMES AND CORPORATE POWERS

AND CLASSTIFICATION OF COUNTIES

Subchapter

A. Division of Commonwealth into Counties and Corporate

Powers
B. Classification
SUBCHAPTER A

DIVISTION OF COMMONWEALTH INTO
COUNTIES AND CORPORATE POWERS

sec.

301. Fnumeration of counties.

§ 301. FEnumeration of counties.

The Commonwealth shall be divided into 67 named counties, as

now established by law. The counties shall be Adams, Allegheny,

Armstrong, Beaver, Bedford, Berks, Blair, Bradford, Bucks,

Butler, Cambria, Cameron, Carbon, Centre, Chester, Clarion,

Clearfield, Clinton, Columbia, Crawford, Cumberland, Dauphin,

Delaware, Elk FErie, Favyette, Forest Franklin, Fulton, Greene,

Huntingdon, Indiana, Jefferson, Juniata, Lackawanna, Lancaster,

Lawrence, Lebanon, ILehigh, Luzerne, Lyvcoming, McKean, Mercer,

Mifflin, Monroe, Montgomery, Montour, Northampton,

Northumberland, Perry, Philadelphia, Pike, Potter, Schuylkill,

Snyder, Somerset, Sullivan, Susquehanna, Tioga, Union, Venandgo,

Warren, Washington, Wavne, Westmoreland, Wyvoming and York.

SUBCHAPTER B

CLASSIFICATION

20200SB1039PN1755 -7 -



1 Sec.

2 310. Counties divided into nine classes.

3 311. Ascertainment, certification and effect of change of
4 class.

5 § 310. Counties divided into nine classes.

6 For the purposes of legislation and the regulation of a

7 countv's affairs, counties of this Commonwealth, now in

8 existence and counties to be created, shall be divided into nine

9 classes as follows:

10 (1) First Class Counties, having a population of at

11 least 1,500,000 inhabitants.

12 (2) Second Class Counties, having a population of at

13 least 1,000,000 but less than 1,500,000 inhabitants.

14 (3) Second Class A Counties, having a population of at
15 least 500,000 but less than 1,000,000 inhabitants.

16 (4) The following shall apply:

17 (i) Third Class Counties, having a population of at
18 least 210,000 but less than 500,000 inhabitants.

19 (ii) After the results of a Federal decennial census
20 are published, a county of the third class having a

21 population of at least 500,000 inhabitants may elect not
22 to become a county of the second class A by enacting an
23 ordinance or adopting a resolution of the county

24 commissioners not later than February 15 of the year

25 following the year in which the figures from the Federal
26 decennial census are certified by the United States

27 Department of Commerce and available.

28 (5) Fourth Class Counties, having a population of at

29 least 145,000 but less than 210,000 inhabitants.

30 (6) Fifth Class Counties, having a population of at
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least 90,000 but less than 145,000 inhabitants.

(7) Sixth Class Counties, having:

(i) a population of at least 45,000 but less than

90,000 inhabitants; and

(ii) having a population of at least 35,000 but less

than 45,000 inhabitants which by ordinance or resolution

of the county commissioners elect to be a county of the

sixth class.

(8) Seventh Class Counties, having:

(i) a population of at least 20,000 but less than

45,000 inhabitants; and

(ii) having a population of at least 35,000 but less

than 45,000 inhabitants which have not elected to be a

county of the sixth class.

(9) Eighth Class Counties, having a population of less

than 20,000 inhabitants.

§ 311. Ascertainment, certification and effect of change of

class.

(a) Ascertainment.——The classification of counties shall be

ascertained and fixed according to population by reference to

the Federal decennial census under this section, less the number

of individuals residing on lands that have been ceded to the

United States.

(b) Certification.--

(1) The Governor, under the great seal of this

Commonwealth, shall certifyv the following to the county

commissioners on or before October 1 of the year succeeding

the vear in which the Federal decennial census was taken:

(i) that a Federal decennial census shows that a

county has attained a population entitling the county to
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an advance in classification; or

(id) that the last two preceding Federal decennial

censuses show that a county has decreased in population

So as to recede in classification, as provided under this

section.

(2) The county commissioners shall forward the

certificate under paragraph (1) to the recorder of deeds, and

the certificate shall be recorded in the recorder's office.

(c) Intent.--It is recognized that a change in the form of

local government is attended by certain expense and hardship and

the change should not be occasioned by a temporary fluctuation

in population. Therefore, it is the intent of this section that

the classification of a countyv may not be changed because its

population has decreased at the time of one Federal decennial

census, but rather only after the change is demonstrated by two

Federal decennial censuses that the population of a county has

remained below the minimum figure of its class for at least a

decade.

(d) Change in class.--

(1) Changes of class ascertained and certified shall

take effect on January 1 next following the yvear in which the

change was certified by the Governor to the county

commissioners, except that the salaries of county officers

may not be increased or decreased during the term for which

the county officers have been elected.

(2) In the municipal election following the

certification of change of class and preceding the effective

date of the change, the proper number of individuals shall be

elected to fill an elective office which will exist in the

county by the change of classification certified. An election
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may not be held for an office which will be abolished as a

result of a change of classification.

CHAPTER 5

FIXING AND RELOCATING LINES AND BOUNDARIES

sSec.

501. Petition to Commonwealth Court.

502. Commonwealth Court designation of neutral court and
appointment of commission.

503. Compensation, assistants and expenses.

504. Oath, organization and duties.

505. Authority to fix undetermined county line.

506. Report of boundary commission, approval by court and

certification of line.

S 501. Petition to Commonwealth Court.

(a) Boundary lines.—-—-The boundarv line between two or more

adjoining counties may be determined, survevyed, established or

marked as provided under this title.

(b) Petition.—-—-The process under subsection (a) shall be

instituted on petition of a taxpaver, the county commissioners

or the governing body of a political subdivision of any of the

counties involved.

S 502. Commonwealth Court designation of neutral court and

appointment of commission.

(a) Designation.—-—The court, upon the filing of the

petition, shall designate a court of a county not affected by

the guestion and not adjoining any of the counties involved to

act in the proceeding. The designated court shall sit in the

court's home county.

(b) Appointment.—--TIf the designated court determines that

the countyv line, or any part of the county line, shall be
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surveved or marked, the court shall appoint a boundary

commission, composed of three survevors or professional

engineers licensed or registered in accordance with the act of

May 23, 1945 (P.L.913, No.367), known as the Engineer, Land

Survevor and Geologist Registration Law, to act for the court.

S 503. Compensation, assistants and expenses.

(a) Compensation.—-—-The survevors or professional engineers

composing the boundary commission under section 502 shall each

receive compensation fixed by the court for the time necessarily

spent in the discharge of the duties and shall be reimbursed the

necessary expenses incurred while engaged with the work of the

commission.

(b) Assistants.—--The boundary commission may employ

assistants as the court allows, at compensation fixed by the

court. An assistant shall be reimbursed for actual necessary

expenses incurred while emploved by the commission.

(c) Expenses.—--Fach cost, including the necessary expenses

of advertising the meeting of the boundarv commission under this

chapter, and in procuring and setting the permanent monuments

necessary to mark the county line, the expenses of the boundary

commission and the commission's assistants and each other

expense necessarily incurred shall be paid by the interested

counties jointly, in equal parts, or by each party to the

proceeding as directed by the court, upon presentation of

properly itemized bills, duly verified by affidavit of the

person claiming pavment or someone on the person's behalf.

S 504. Oath, organization and duties.

(a) Oath.——The members of the boundarv commission shall take

and subscribe the ocath under 53 Pa.C.S. § 1141 (relating to form

of ocaths of office) prior to assuming duties with the
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commission.

(b) Organization.—-The boundary commission shall:

(1) Meet and organize within two weeks of the

appointment.

(2) Select from the commission's membership a

chairperson and a secretary who shall keep a full record of

the proceedings and work of the commission.

(3) Advertise in not more than two newspapers published

in each of the affected counties, a time and place of meeting

and when and where parties shall be heard.

(4) Without unreasonable delav after the hearing,

ascertain the location and survey and mark with permanent

monuments the existing county line between the counties.

S 505. Authority to fix undetermined county line.

(a) Recommendations.——If the boundary commission cannot

determine, ascertain or locate the existing county line, the

commission shall report to the court of common pleas, with a

recommendation that a new county line be established in whole or

in part.

(b) Establishing new lines.——-If the court deems

establishment of a new line necessary, the court shall direct

the boundary commission to fix and determine a new county line,

to mark the new countyv line with permanent monuments and to

prepare a report in accordance with section 506 (relating to

report of boundary commission, approval by court and

certification of line).

S 506. Report of boundary commission, approval by court and

certification of line.

(a) Report.——The boundarv commission shall prepare a written

report containing a map or draft showing the courses and
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distances of the line ascertained and designated by the

commission as the existing county line, or if the commission has

been directed to fix and determine a new county line, the map or

draft shall instead show the courses and distances of the new

county line. A map or draft under this subsection shall show the

lands through which the line passes and the buildings in close

proximity, together with the roads and streams crossed by or

near to the line.

(b) Filing.--The report and map, signed by a majority of the

members of the boundarv commission, shall be filed in the court

of common pleas having been given jurisdiction and, if approved

by the court, shall be recorded in the records of the court of

common pleas having been given jurisdiction.

(c) Notice.—--Written notice shall be given by the boundary

commission to the affected counties and to the owners of each

land that will be affected by the proposed change of the date

the report containing the recommendation of the boundary

commission will be considered by the court.

(d) Recording.—-—-A copy of the report and approval shall be

certified by the prothonotary to the prothonotaryv of each county

affected, where the report and approval shall be recorded in the

records. The line ascertained, surveved, fixed and marked shall,

as of the date of the certification, be the boundary line

between the counties.

(e) Approval.—--The prothonotary, having determined the

matter, shall certifv the approval of the court on two copies of

the report and map filed in the prothonotary's office and shall,

within 30 davs, transmit a copv by mail to the:

(1) Secretaryv of Community and Economic Development;

(2) Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources; and
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(3) Secretary of Transportation.

CHAPTER 11

GENERAL PROVISTIONS

SUBCHAPTER A

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER B

REQUIRED FISCAL SECURITY FOR OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES

sSec.
1121. Short title and scope of subchapter.
1122. Definitions.
1123. Required security.
1124. Official security and officers.
1125. Other county officers and employees.
1126. County officers and employees acting as agents.
1127. Bonds or blanket bond as security coverage.
1128. Insurance as security coveradge.
1129. Form of required security.
1130. Amount of coverage.
1131. Custody and filing of required security documents.
1132. Payment of premiums and commissions on collections.
1133. Other requirements, references and approvals.
§ 1121. Short title and scope of subchapter.
(a) Short title of subchapter.--This subchapter shall

be

known and may be cited as the County Officer and Employee Fiscal

Security Act.

(b)

Scope of subchapter.—-—-This subchapter applies to

security coverage and additional coverage in the form of bonds,

blanket bond or insurance,

protecting against events of loss of

money or property as a result of misconduct by officers and

employees in counties of the second class,

second class A, third
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class, fourth class, fifth class, sixth class, seventh class or

eighth class, including counties of these classes which have

adopted a home rule charter or an optional plan.

(c) Tnapplicabilityv.—-—-This subchapter shall not applyv to

bonds of county treasurers acting as tax collectors as provided

in section 4 of the act of May 25, 1945 (P.L.1050, No.394),

known as the Local Tax Collection Law.

S 1122. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shall have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Additional coverage." Insurance that covers each county at

a minimum for the loss of money or property through robbery,

burglary and larceny committed by parties other than officers or

employees required to receive or hold money.

"Blanket bond." Security coverage in the form of a bond for

county officers and employees as follows:

(1) for county officers and employees as a comprehensive
rou
(2) for a group of named county officers and employees;
or
(3) for county officers and employees in scheduled
positions.
"Bond." Security coverage under which a surety guarantees

the performance of a duty by a county officer or employee in

compliance with this subchapter.

"County." A county of the second class, second class A,

third class, fourth class, fifth class, sixth class, seventh

class or eighth class, including counties of these classes which

have adopted or may adopt a home rule charter or an optional
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plan.

"County officers and emplovees." Flected and appointed

county officials, deputies and other appointees of county

elected and appointed officials and county emplovees, whether

acting on behalf of the county or as agents of a Commonwealth

agency or a governing authority, who are reqguired to receive,

account for or hold any money or property by virtue of their

office or employment.

"Crime—-fidelity insurance." Insurance that is endorsed with

faithful performance of duty coverage and which insures, at a

minimum, against events of loss of monev or other property

resulting from one or more fraudulent or dishonest acts,

including, but not limited to, embezzlement, theft, forgery,

similar acts of dishonesty or fraud by a county officer or

employee acting alone or in collusion with others, or from a

breach of fiduciaryv duty or a failure of a county officer or

employee to perform faithfully the officer's or emplovee's

duties or to account properly for all money and property

received or held by virtue of the officer's or emplovee's office

or emplovment.

"Governing authoritv." Includes:
(1) The Supreme Court.
(2)  Anv agency or unit of the unified judicial svystem

exercising a power or performing a duty under 42 Pa.C.S. §

1721 (relating to delegation of powers).

"Governing bodyv." The county board of commissioners or the

body vested with the legislative authority of the county in

counties which have adopted a home rule charter or an optional

plan.

"Home rule charter." A charter adopted under 53 Pa.C.S. Pt.
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1 III Subpt. E (relating to home rule and optional plan

2 government) or its predecessor, the former act of April 13, 1972

3 (P.1..184, No.62), known as the Home Rule Charter and Optional

4 Plans Law, or Article XXXI-C of the act of July 28, 1953

5 (P.L.723, No.230), known as the Second Class County Code.

6 "Money." Coin or currency of the United States or of any

7 other country, travelers checks, personal checks, bank checks

8 and bank notes in current use and having a face value, money

9 orders and securities.

10 "Official security." Security on behalf of a county officer

11 to provide protection from events of loss or misconduct when the

12 officer fails to faithfully perform the duties of the office.

13 "Optional plan." An optional plan adopted under 53 Pa.C.S.

14 Pt. ITT Subpt. E (relating to home rule and optional plan

15 government) or its predecessor, the former act of April 13, 1972

16 (P.1..184, No.62), known as the Home Rule Charter and Optional

17 Plans Law.

18 "Required securityv." Securityv coverage and additional

19 coverage provided in compliance with this subchapter.

20 "Securities." All negotiable and nonnegotiable instruments

21 or contracts representing either monev or other property,

22 including revenue and other stamps in current use, tokens and

23 tickets and evidences of debt issued in connection with credit

24 or charge cards, which cards are not issued by the county.

25 "Security coveradge." A bond, a blanket bond or a crime-

26 fidelity insurance policy, which is endorsed with faithful

27 performance of duty coverage, provided in compliance with this

28 subchapter for the purpose of protecting against the loss of

29 money and other property sustained as a result of one or more

30 fraudulent or dishonest acts, including, but not limited to,
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1 embezzlement, theft, forgery, similar acts of dishonesty or

2 fraud by a county officer or emplovee acting alone or in

3 collusion with others, or from a breach of fiduciary dutyv or a

4 failure of a county officer or emplovee to perform faithfully

5 +the officer's or emplovee's duties or to account properly for

6 all money and property received by virtue of the officer's or

7 emplovee's position or employvment.

8 § 1123. Required security.

9 (a) In general.—--A county shall obtain security coverage and

10 additional coverage for county officers and emplovees in

11 accordance with this subchapter.

12 (b) Security coverage.—--Security coveradge shall be provided

13 in accordance with the following:

14 (1) Section 1124 (relating to official security and

15 officers).

16 (2) Section 1125 (relating to other county officers and
17 employees) .

18 (3) Section 1126 (relating to county officers and

19 emplovees acting as agents).

20 (c) Additional coverage.--Supplemental to or as part of the

21 security coverage to be provided in accordance with this

22 subchapter, the county shall obtain additional coverage in the

23 form of adeguate insurance indemnifving it against the loss of

24 money and property through robbery, burglary and larceny by

25 parties other than those required to obtain security in

26 accordance with this chapter.

27 (d) Primary liability.--

28 (1) FExcept as provided in paragraph (2), the county

29 shall be primarily liable for a claim for the loss of money
30 and property which a county officer or employee is required
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to receive, account for or hold by virtue of the officer's or

employee's office or employment, to the extent that the loss

is or could have been the subject of reguired security under

this subchapter.

(2) The countyv shall not be primarily liable for a claim

for the loss of money and property under paragraph (1) to the

extent that recovery of the loss can be obtained from other

insurance or bond protection provided by the Commonwealth

agency or any other person or entity asserting a claim.

(3) With regard to the loss of money or property,

nothing in this subchapter shall be deemed to restrict or

diminish a county's right to reimbursement or subrogation or

to 1limit any right the county may have to be indemnified or

receive restitution for the loss.

S 1124. Official security and officers.

(a) Official securityv.—--Fach county shall obtain official

security in the form of bonds, a blanket bond or a crime-

fidelity insurance policy, which is endorsed with faithful

performance of duty coverage, that protects the county from

losses caused bv acts of the officers set forth in subsection

(b) or the eguivalent officers in home rule or optional plan

counties, whether elected, appointed or appointed to fill a

vacancy, before those officers begin their official duties.

(b) Officers.——-The following are the officers or equivalent

officers in home rule or optional plan counties upon whose

behalf official security shall be obtained in accordance with

subsection (a):

(1) Fach county commissioner.
(2) The chief clerk of the county commissioners.
(3) The controller.
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(4) The county treasurer.

(5) The prothonotary of the court of common pleas.

(6) The sheriff.

(7) The coroner.

(8) The clerk of the courts of the court of common
pleas.

(9) The clerk of the orphans' court division of the

court of common pleas.

(10) The recorder of deeds.

(11) The register of wills.

(12) Probation and parole officers, if required by order

of court to obtain official security.

(13) The fire marshal and deputy fire marshals, if

reqguired by law to obtain official security.

(14) The secretary of the board of health and the health

officer in a county in which the secretary is required by law

to obtain official security.

§ 1125. Other county officers and emplovees.

A county shall obtain security coverage with faithful

performance of dutv coverage for all county officers and

employees who are not subject to section 1124 (relating to

official security and officers), including deputies and other

appointees in each county office, who are required to receive,

account for or hold any money and other property by virtue of

their office or employment.

S 1126. County officers and employvees acting as agents.

Each county shall obtain security coverage for county

officers and emplovees acting as agents of a Commonwealth agency

or governing authority in accordance with this subchapter or any

other law, requlation or rule reguiring the posting of security
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1 1in the form of a bond or otherwise.

2 § 1127. Bonds or blanket bond as security coverage.
3 (a) In general.—--A county may comply with section 1123 (b)
4 (relating to required security) by providing bonds or a blanket

5 bond in accordance with the following:

6 (1) The bond or blanket bond shall be joint and several,
7 with one or more surety companies authorized to do business
8 in this Commonwealth and licensed by the Insurance
9 Commissioner.
10 (2) The bond or blanket bond shall be conditioned upon
11 each of the following:
12 (i) The faithful performance of all duties required
13 of the person holding the office or position.
14 (ii) The just and faithful use, accounting or
15 payment over, according to law, of all moneys and
16 balances and other property, which are received or held
17 by the officer or employee by virtue of the officer's or
18 emplovee's office or employment whether on behalf of the
19 county, the Commonwealth, a political subdivision or any
20 other person.
21 (iii) The delivery to the successor in office of all
22 books, papers, documents or other official things, whole,
23 safe and undefaced, held in right of the office.
24 (3) A bond or blanket bond shall be taken in the name of
25 the county and, in case of a breach of any of the conditions
26 thereof by the acts or neglect of a principal on the bond,
277 shall be for the use of the county, the Commonwealth, a
28 political subdivision or any other person as that person's
29 interest shall otherwise appear.
30 (4) The county, the Commonwealth, a political

20200SB1039PN1755 - 22 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

subdivision or other listed obligees or insureds, as the case

may be, may sue upon the bond in its name or for its own use.

Acts of the General Assembly pertaining to actions and

limitations of actions upon official bonds given to the

Commonwealth shall apply to the bonds provided for in this

subchapter just as if they were given to the Commonwealth,

except as otherwise specifically provided in this subchapter.

(b) Combined offices.——-In counties in which one or more of

the county offices set forth in section 1124 (b) (relating to

official security and officers) are combined, if officers are

covered by individual bonds, a single bond covering the combined

offices shall suffice for the officer holding the combined

offices.

S 1128. Insurance as security coverage.

A county mav comply with section 1123 (b) (relating to

required security) by providing crime—-fidelity insurance for

county officers or emplovees in accordance with this subchapter.

§ 1129. Form of reguired security.

The form and contents of a bond, a blanket bond or insurance

obtained in compliance with this subchapter shall be approved by

the governing body of the county, after review bv the county

solicitor and consultation with the countyv risk manager, if anv.

In cases in which reguired securityv is being provided for a

county officer or emplovee who is acting as an agent for a

Commonwealth agency or the governing authority, the Commonwealth

agency or the governing authorityv may review and comment on the

form of the required security. The governing body mayv refer to

sample forms that mav be made available by the Department of

State in the approval process.

S 1130. Amount of coverage.
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(a) Governing body.——The governing body shall establish a

procedure pursuant to which the governing body shall annually

determine the form and amount of regquired security that will be

reasonably sufficient to protect against the risks of loss in

compliance with this subchapter.

(b) Risk manager.--The governing body may appoint a risk

manager who, at the request of the governing body, shall compile

and submit information relevant to the determination of an

amount of required security under subsection (a).

(c) Consultation.—-—-To determine the amount of securityv for a

countyv officer or emplovee who is acting as an agent for a

Commonwealth agency or governing authority, the governing body

mav, or the risk manager shall, if directed by the governing

body, provide written notice to the secretaryv or head of the

Commonwealth agency or the governing authority. The Commonwealth

agency or governing authority may provide input concerning the

amount of security it believes i1s reasonably sufficient to

protect against the risks of loss required to comply with this

subchapter. Nothing in this subchapter shall impair the right of

a Commonwealth agency or governing authority from approving the

amount of reguired security, if it is explicitly authorized by

law _to approve the amount of a bond or other security of a

county officer or emplovee acting as its agent.

S 1131. Custody and filing of required security documents.

(a) Custody.—-—The governing body shall direct the chief

clerk or equivalent officer in a home rule or optional plan

countyv to present the documents evidencing reguired security

obtained in accordance with this subchapter to the recorder of

deeds or eguivalent officer in a home rule or optional plan

county for recording. No tax, fee or other charge shall be
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imposed for the recording of documents in compliance with this

section. Following the recording, the documents shall be

returned to the chief clerk or equivalent officer in a home rule

or optional plan county, who shall maintain the custody of these

documents on behalf of the governing bodyv.

(b) Department of State filing.--

(1) In compliance with section 809 of the act of April

9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The Administrative Code

of 1929, it shall be sufficient for a copy of the recorded

documents evidencing the reqguired security for county

officers to be filed with the Department of State in

accordance with deadlines established by the department.

(2) No other filing or approvals, except as provided in

section 1133(c) (2) (relating to other reguirements,

references and approvals) of documents evidencing the

required security for county officers, except that reguired

in accordance with paragraph (1), shall be reguired as a

condition for the issuance of commissions to elected county

officials by the Department of State.

(3) Notwithstanding the provision of anv other law, no

tax, fee or other charge shall be imposed as a result of the

issuance of commissions to elected county officials, and no

fee mav be imposed for the recording of required security

documents or commissions.

(c) Copies.—--If requested by the Commonwealth agency or

governing authority on whose behalf a county officer or emplovee

is acting as an agent, a copyv of recorded documents evidencing

the required security shall be provided by the chief clerk or

the eguivalent officer in a home rule or optional plan county to

the Commonwealth agency or governing authority. No charge or fee
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shall be imposed for any copy provided in accordance with this

subsection.

(d) Filing by governing bodv.--The governing body shall have

the duty to file documents as reguired by this section.

(e) Retention of documents.-—--Documents evidencing reguired

security shall be held by the custodian thereof for the longer

of the following periods:

(1) For at least one year after the officer's term of

office or emplovee's period of employvment and, in the case of

a county officer or emplovee who is acting as an agent for a

Commonwealth agency or governing authority, for at least one

vear after the settlement of accounts with the Commonwealth

agency or the governing authority.

(2) For the period of time reguired by the act of August

14, 1963 (P.L.839, No.407), entitled "An act creating a

county records committee; imposing powers and duties upon it;

authorizing the Pennsvlvania Historical and Museum Commission

to assist and cooperate with it; defining county records; and

authorizing the disposition of certain countyv records by

county officers in counties of the second to eighth class,"

or the rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto.

(£) Evidence.—--A copy of original documents evidencing

required security, certified as true and correct by the

custodian thereof, or a copy of the recorded documents

evidencing required security, certified as true and correct by

the recorder of deeds, shall be competent evidence thereof in

any judicial proceeding, in the same manner as the original

would be if produced and offered in evidence.

(a) Sufficiency of filing and recording.--Notwithstanding

any other provision of law, it shall be sufficient to file and
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record documents evidencing regquired security in accordance with

this subchapter without further acknowledgment, filing or

recording of these documents with any other county officer or

with any other Commonwealth agency, except as required by this

subchapter.
§ 1132. Payment of premiums and commissions on collections.
(a) Premiums and costs.—-—The premiums and costs for all

forms of required security for county officials and emplovees

shall be paid by the county. The reguirement of this subchapter

that a county acquire and pay the premiums and costs for

required securitv shall not relieve a Commonwealth agency on

whose behalf a countyv officer or emplovee is acting as an agent

from an obligation, imposed by law, to procure insurance or

bonding protection.

(b) Commissions on collections.——Nothing in this subchapter

shall affect the right, provided for in any other law, of a

county officer or emplovee to retain a commission, for use of

the county, on amounts collected or transmitted as agent for a

Commonwealth agency. Notwithstanding the right to retain

commissions in accordance with this paragraph, no county officer

or emplovee shall be entitled to retain anv additional sums from

amounts collected for or to be transmitted to the Commonwealth

agency for the purpose of paving premiums or costs related to

the acguisition of required security.

§ 1133. Other reguirements, references and approvals.

(a) Compliance.—-A requirement in another law, reqgulation or

rule that a bond be provided by a county officer or employvee to

secure the faithful performance of duty or to act as the agent

of a Commonwealth agency or governing authority mayv be satisfied

by including this obligation within the coverage of reqguired
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security supplied in accordance with this subchapter.

(b) Reference to bonds.—-—-Reference to bonds of county

officers and emplovees in any other law shall be construed and

read together with this subchapter, and if a conflict exists

between this subchapter and the reference to bonds of county

officers and emplovees in any other law, the provisions of this

subchapter shall prevail.

(c) Other approvals.—-—-Notwithstanding any other provision of

law, the following shall apply to reguired security in the form

of a bond, a blanket bond or insurance:

(1) Fxcept as provided in paragraph (2), when required

security is obtained in compliance with this subchapter, it

shall not reguire the approval of any Commonwealth agency or

the Governor as to form, content or amount.

(2) If anv other law explicitly authorizes a

Commonwealth agency or the Governor to approve the amount of

a bond or other security of a county officer or employee, the

amount of required security under this subchapter shall be

subject to approval bv the Commonwealth agency or the

Governor, which approval shall not be unreasonably withheld.

Section 3. Parts II and III of Title 16 are repealed:

[PART IT
CREATION, ALTERATION AND FUNCTIONS
(Reserved)
PART TITIT
GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
Subpart

A. General Provisions

SUBPART A

GENERAL PROVISIONS
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behalf official security shall be obtained in accordance with
subsection (a):

(1) Each county commissioner.

(2)  The chief clerk of the county commissioners.

(3) The controller.

(4)  The county treasurer.

(5)  The prothonotary of the court of common pleas.

(6) The sheriff.

(7)  The coroner.

(8) The clerk of the courts of the court of common
pleas.

(9) The clerk of the orphans' court division of the
court of common pleas.

(10)  The recorder of deeds.

(11) The register of wills.

(12)  Probation and parole officers, if required by order
of court to obtain official security.

18 (13) The fire marshal and deputy fire marshals, if
required by law to obtain official security.

(14) The secretary of the board of health and the health
officer in a county in which the secretary is required by law
to obtain official security.

§ 1125. Other county officers and employees.

A county shall obtain security coverage with faithful
performance of duty coverage for all county officers and
employees who are not subject to section 1124 (relating to
official security and officers), including deputies and other
appointees in each county office, who are required to receive,
account for or hold any money and other property by virtue of
their office or employment.

20200SB1039PN1755 - 35 -



[©) TG BTSN

~J

(e¢]

o O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20200SB1039PN1755

|
w
(o))
|



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20200SB1039PN1755

|
w
~J
|



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20200SB1039PN1755

|
w
(0]
|



[©) TG BTSN

~J

(e¢]

o O

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20200SB1039PN1755

|
w
O
|



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20200SB1039PN1755

|
i
(@]
|



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

20200SB1039PN1755

|
i
.
|



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

25
26 Section 4. Title 16 is amended by adding parts to read:
27 PART TT

28 COUNTIES OF THE FTIRST CLASS

29 Chapter

F

30 21. (Reserved)
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23. Vehicle Rental Tax

CHAPTER 21

(Reserved)

CHAPTER 23

VEHICLE RENTATL TAX

Sec.

2301. Authorization of vehicle rental tax by counties of the

first class.

S 2301. Authorization of vehicle rental tax by counties of the

first class.

(a) Authorization.—--Notwithstanding any provision of this

title or any other law, each county of the first class may

impose an excise tax on the rental of a rental vehicle in that

county. If the county is coterminous with a city of the first

class, imposition of the tax in the county, if anvy, shall be by

the city. The tax may be imposed on a person renting a rental

vehicle at a rate of up to 2% of the purchase price of the

rental.

(b) Proceeds.—--

(1) The proceeds of the vehicle rental tax shall be

dedicated solely to the payvment of the costs of capital

projects, including lease payvments or service agreements with

authorities for capital projects and debt service on bonds

issued for capital projects.

(2) The Commonwealth pledges to and agrees with any

person, firm or corporation subscribing to or acguiring bonds

issued by the county, cityv or an authority to finance a

capital project for which the tax was dedicated that the

Commonwealth will not repeal this authorization or reduce the

rate of tax authorized under this section until each of the
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bonds and the interest on the bonds have been paid or

provision for the payvment has been made.

(3) A countv or city of the first class imposing the tax

and dedicating the tax under this section may not repeal the

tax, reduce the rate of the tax or revoke the dedication

until each of the bonds and the interest on the bonds have

been paid or provision for the pavment has been made.

(4) Payvments by a county or a city of the first class

under a lease or service agreement may not constitute debt of

the Commonwealth or of a county or city of the first class.

(c) Collection.——-The vehicle rental tax shall be collected

by each vehicle rental companyv in the countv or citv of the

first class imposing the tax. The tax shall be collected at the

time the rental vehicle is rented by the vehicle rental company

and shall be remitted by the vehicle rental company to the

county or city of the first class that imposed the tax in

accordance with rules and regulations established by the county

or citv or the tax collection agencies of the county or city for

collection and remittance of the tax. A person reguired to

collect or pay over the tax authorized under this section and

who fails to collect or pav over the tax shall be liable for the

full amount of the tax, including interest or penalties which

may be imposed by a county or city of the first class.

(d) Regulations.——-The county or city of the first class and

the countv's or cityv's tax collection agencies may promulgate

and enforce rules and regulations not inconsistent with this

section relating to the collection, administration and

enforcement of this section.

(e) Location.——For purposes of this section, the location of

the rental of the vehicle is the place where the renter takes
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possession of the rental vehicle.

(£) Definitions.—-—-As used in this section, the following

words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

subsection unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Rental vehicle." Anv of the following:

(1) A private passenger motor vehicle designed to

transport no more than 15 passengers.

(2) A truck, trailer or semitrailer used in the

transportation of property other than commercial freight,

that is:

(i) rented without a driver;

(ii) part of a fleet of at least five rental

vehicles that are used for that purpose and owned or

leased by the same person or entity; and

(iid) rented for a period of not more than 29

consecutive days.

"Vehicle rental companv." An entity engaged in the business

of renting motor vehicles in this Commonwealth.

PART TITT

COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS

Chapter
71. (Reserved)
73. Salaries
CHAPTER 71
(Reserved)
CHAPTER 73
SALARTES
sec.
7301. Salary of solicitor and costs.

§ 7301. Salary of solicitor and costs.
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In counties of the second class, the following shall apply:

(1) The salaryv of the solicitor to the medical examiner

shall be determined bv the salarv board. The salarv shall be

paid from the fees received and paid into the office of the

coroner.

(2) Costs and expenses incurred by the coroner in a

manner connected with litigation or claims arising out of or

relating to the coroner's office shall be paid by the county

from fees received by the coroner's office.

PART IV

COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS A THROUGH ETIGHTH CLASS

Chapter

121. General Provisions

123. County Officers

125. County Commissioners and Chief Clerks

127. Controller

129. Auditors

131. Treasurer

133. County Solicitor

135. Engineer

137. Sheriff

139. Coroner

141. Prothonotary, Clerk of Courts, Clerk of Orphans' Court,

Register of Wills and Recorder of Deeds

143. District Attorney, Assistants and Detectives

145, Salaries of County Officers

147. Fees of Salaried County Officers and Salary Boards

149. Fiscal Affairs

151. Contracts

153. Special Powers and Duties of Counties
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155. Military and Veterans Affairs
157. Public Health
159. Aeronautics and Transportation
161. Grounds and Buildings
163. FEminent Domain and Injury to Property
165. Recreation Places
167. Bridges, Viaducts and Culverts
169. Roads
171. Southwestern Pennsylvania Regional Renaissance
Initiative
173. Third Class County Convention Center Authorities
175. Hotel Tax
CHAPTER 121
GENERATL PROVISTONS
sec.
12101. Scope of part.
12102. (Reserved).
12103. Proceedings for recovery of penalties.
12104. Collection of tax and municipal claims by suit and
limitations.
12105. Publication of legal notices.
12106. General powers.
12107. Vesting of corporate power.

S 12101. Scope

of part.

Except where

otherwise specifically provided, this part

applies to each

county of the second class A and third, fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class.
S 12102. (Reserved) .
§ 12103. Proceedings for recovery of penalties.

Unless otherwise specifically provided in this part, if a
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pecuniary penalty or forfeiture is imposed by this part, the

proceeding for the recovery of the pecuniary penalty or

forfeiture shall be by indictment in the court of common pleas

or by civil action as debts of equivalent amount are by law

recoverable. Magisterial district judges mav not have

jurisdiction of a suit or action for the recoveryv of a penalty

imposed by this part for official misconduct. The suit or

action, if brought in the court of common pleas, shall have

preference for trial over all other actions.

S 12104. Collection of tax and municipal claims by suit and
limitations.
(a) Proceedings.—-—-In addition to the remedies provided by

law for the collection of tax and municipal claims, a county mav

proceed for the recoveryv and collection of a tax or municipal

claim owed to the county against each owner of the property

owing the tax or municipal claim to the county by a civil action

or other appropriate remedy. A penalty of 10% and interest at

the prevailing legal rate and costs of suit shall be added to

each judgment obtained for the taxes or municipal claim. Upon

Judgment, execution may be issued without a stayv or benefit of

an exemption law.

(b) Right to collect.--The right of a county to collect

unpaid taxes or municipal claims owed to the county under this

section may not be affected by the fact that the tax or

municipal claims have or have not been entered as liens in the

office of the prothonotary.

(c) Civil action.——-A civil action brought to recover unpaid

taxes or municipal claims owed to the county shall be commenced

within 20 vears of the following:

(1) The date a tax is due.
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(2) The date of completion of an improvement from which

the claim arises.

(3) The date that the property owner first became liable

for payvment of a claim other than that for taxes or

improvements.

(d) Retroactivity.—-—-The remedy granted under this section

shall be applied retroactively.

S 12105. Publication of legal notices.

(a) Publication.—-

(1) FExcept as provided under paragraph (2), if

advertisement, notice or publication is regquired to be

published in one newspaper, the publication shall be made in

a newspaper of general circulation as defined in 45 Pa.C.S. §

101 (relating to definitions) printed in the county.

(2) If the matter in connection with which the

advertising under paragraph (1) is being done affects only a

political subdivision, the advertisement shall be published

in a newspaper printed in the political subdivision, if there

is a newspaper and, if not, in a newspaper circulating

generally in the political subdivision.

(3) If notice is regquired to be published in more than

one newspaper, notice shall be published in at least one

newspaper of general circulation printed, if there is a

newspaper, or circulating generally in the county, as

provided under this subsection.

(b) Tegal newspaper.—--I1f a notice under subsection (a)

relates to a proceeding or matter in a court, the holding of an

election for the increase of indebtedness or the issue and sale

of bonds to be paid by taxation, the notice shall also be

published in the legal newspaper, if any, designated by the

20200SB1039PN1755 - 49 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

rules of court of the proper county for the publication of legal

notices and advertisement, unless the publication is dispensed

with by special order of court. Fach ordinance, auditor report,

controller report or advertisement, inviting proposal for public

contract and bid for materials and supplies, shall be published

only in newspapers of general circulation.

S 12106. General powers.

Each county shall have capacity as a body corporate to:

(1) Have succession perpetually by the countv's

corporate name.

(2) Sue and be sued and complain and defend in all

proper courts by the name of the county of

(3) Purchase, acquire by gift or otherwise, hold, lease,

let and convey real and personal property as is deemed to be

for the best interests of the county.

(4) Make contracts for carrying into execution the laws

relating to counties and for lawful purposes.

(5) Have and use a seal which shall be in the custody of

the county commissioners. The official acts of the county

commissioners shall be authenticated with the seal. The

countv commissioners mav prescribe the form of the seal.

(6) To make appropriations for any purpose authorized by

this part or any other act of the General Assembly.

S 12107. Vesting of corporate power.

The corporate power of each county shall be vested in the

county commissioners.

CHAPTER 123

COUNTY OFFICERS

Subchapter

A. General Provisions
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B. (Reserved)
C. State Associations
D. Removal of County Officers
E. Conduct of Official Business
SUBCHAPTER A
GENERAT PROVISTONS
sec.

12301. FElected officers.

12302. Incompatible offices.

12303. Oath of office.

12303.1. (Reserved).

12304. Recorded commissions.

12305. Location of offices, records and papers.

12306. Open records.

12307. Securing from predecessors.

12308. Action by deputies.

12309. Vacancies.

12310. Information to heads of governmental departments.

12311. Penalty.

12312. (Reserved) .

12313. OQualifications.

12314. Mileage.

12315. Security.

12316. Solicitors to county officers other than county

commissioners.

S 12301. FElected officers.

(a) Election.——-In each county, the following officers shall

be elected by the gualified electors of the county:

(1) Three county commissioners.

(2) Three auditors or, in counties of the second class A
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and in each county in which the office of auditor has been or

shall be abolished, one controller.

(3) One treasurer.
(4) One coroner.
(5) One recorder of deeds.

(6) One prothonotaryv.

(7) One clerk of the court of common pleas.

(8) Except in counties of the second class A, one clerk

of the orphans' court.

(9) One register of wills, who, in counties of the

second class A, shall serve as clerk of the orphan's court.

(10) One sheriff.

(11) One district attorney.

(12) Two jury commissioners, except in counties in which

the office of jury commissioner has been abolished.

(b) Term.--
(1) Except as provided under paragraph (2) and
subsection (c), each officer shall be elected at the

municipal election next preceding the expiration of the terms

of the officers in office on October 10, 1955, and every four

yvears thereafter, and shall hold the offices for a term of

four vears from the first Monday of January next after the

election in which the officer was elected and until a

successor is duly gualified.

(2) If an elected officer, except a county commissioner

or auditor, fails to qualifyv or if a successor is not

elected, the chief deputy, first assistant, first deputy or

principal deputy in office at the time the vacancy occurred

shall assume the office until a successor has been appointed

under section 12309 (relating to vacancies) or until the
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first Monday in January following the next municipal

election, whichever period is shorter. For a county

commissioner or auditor, a vacancy shall exist which shall be

filled as provided under this part.

() Second class A.--If an officer in a countv of the second

class A, other than a county commissioner, fails to gqualify or

if no successor is elected, the officer then in office shall

continue in office only until the first Monday in January

following the next municipal election, at which time a successor

shall be elected for a term of four vears.

(d) Offices remain.—-Fach county officer enumerated under

this section shall remain as constituted on October 10, 1955,

This section shall not create an office in a county if the

office does not exist on October 10, 1955,

(e) Jury commissioner abolishment by referendum or
resolution.--
(1) The office of Jury commissioner may be abolished by

referendum at the option of each county which on August 17,

1998, is a county of the third class having a population

under the 1990 Federal decennial census in excess of:

(1) 237,000 residents, but less than 240,000

residents; or

(i1) 337,000 residents, but less than 341,000

residents.

(2) In order to effectuate abolishment under this

subsection:

(i) electors equal to at least 5% of the highest

vote cast for anv office in the countyv at the last

preceding general election must file a petition with the

county board of elections; or

20200SB1039PN1755 - 53 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

(i) the governing body of the county must adopt, by

a majority vote, a resolution to place the guestion on

the ballot and a copy of the resolution must be filed

with the countv board of elections for a referendum on

the guestion of abolishing the office of jurvy

commissioner.

(3) Proceedings under this subsection shall be in

accordance with the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320),

known as the Pennsylvania Election Code.

(4) Upon approval of a referendum under this subsection,

the office of jury commissioner shall expire at the

completion of the current juryv commissioners' terms of

office.

(5) A referendum under this subsection may not take

place in a vear in which the office of jury commissioners is

on the ballot.

(£) Jury commissioner abolishment by resolution.—-The office

of Jurv commissioner may be abolished in a county of the third

class having a population under the 2000 Federal decennial

census of not less than 371,000 and not more than 380,000 if the

governing body of the county adopts, by a majority vote, a

resolution abolishing the office of Jury commissioner. Upon

approval of the resolution, the office of jury commissioner

shall expire at the completion of the current jury

commissioners' terms of office.

(q) Jury commissioner abolition.—--After review of the

procedures in effect within the county to ensure that lists of

potential jurors are a representative cross section of the

community, the governing body of a county of the second class A,

third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class mayv adopt,
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by a majority vote, a resolution abolishing the office of jury

commissioner. Upon approval of the resolution, the office of

Jury commissioner shall expire at the completion of the current

juryv commissioners' terms of office.

§ 12302. Incompatible offices.

(a) Legislative member, school director or board of health

member.—-——An elected county officer or, in counties of the third,

fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class, county

solicitor, if the countyv solicitor is an individual, may not, at

the same time, serve as:

(1) A member of the legislative body of a municipal
corporation.
(2) A school director of a school district.

(3) A member of a board of health.

(b) Treasurer or tax collector.--Except as authorized under

law, an elected county officer or county solicitor, if the

county solicitor is an individual, of a county of the third,

fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class may not, at the

same time, serve as treasurer or tax collector of a municipal

corporation.

(c) Congress or Federal office.—--A member of Congress from

this Commonwealth and an individual holding or exercising an

office or appointment of trust or profit under the United States

may not, at the same time, hold or exercise a county office in

this Commonwealth to which a salary, fee or perguisites are

attached. This subsection shall not applyv to a member of the

National Guard or other reserve component of the armed forces

not called into active duty.

§ 12303. Oath of office.

(a) Reguirement.—-In addition to an oath or affirmation
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required by another statute, each county officer and the county

officer's deputies, assistants and clerks shall, before entering

on the duties of the individual's respective offices or

employments, take and subscribe the ocath under 53 Pa.C.S. § 1141

(relating to form of oaths of office).

(b) Administration.—-—-The oath under subsection (a) shall be

administered by an individual authorized to administer oaths and

shall be filed in the office of the prothonotary of the county

in which the oath is taken. An individual refusing to take the

coath or affirmation shall forfeit the office. A person convicted

of having sworn or affirmed falsely or of having violated the

oath or affirmation commits perjuryv.

S 12303.1. (Reserved) .

S 12304. Recorded commissions.

Each county officer receiving a commission from the Governor

shall, immediately, deliver the same to the recorder of deeds

for recordation. An officer may not execute anv of the duties of

office until the commission has been delivered.

S 12305. Location of offices, records and papers.

(a) County seat.--Faeh EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN <--

SUBSECTION (D), EACH county commissioner, auditor, controller,

treasurer, sheriff, recorder of deeds, prothonotarvy, clerk of

courts, clerk of orphans' court, register of wills and district

attorney shall keep the individual's respective offices and each

public record and paper of the office at the county seat and in

buildings erected or appropriated for keeping offices and public

records and papers.

(b) Storage.—-

(1) The county commissioners may keep and maintain

records and contract with persons for storage, retrieval and
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transmission of county records within or outside the county

except that no records shall be stored outside the county

seat without the approval of the officer in charge of the

office to which the records belong. The approval of the

president judge shall be reguired if records are in the

custody of agencies of the court of common pleas, the clerk

of courts, the prothonotary, the register of wills or the

clerk of the orphans' court. Public records stored outside of

the county seat shall be made accessible to the general

public at the countyv seat bv an electronic means or facility

which will permit the retrieval of the records or exact

copies of the records within five business davs.

(2) County records used on a reqgqular or frequent basis

shall +emsain BE ACCESSIBLE in the county seat.

(c) Fee.—--The county commissioners of counties of the second

class A may impose a fee on recorded instruments required to be

kept permanently that are filed with the county and, with the

approval of the president judge, may impose a fee on civil or

criminal cases filed in the court of common pleas. Fees shall be

collected bv the appropriate row officer and deposited into a

special records management fund, administered by the countv's

records management program in the Office of Management and

Productivity or, in the absence of an Office of Management and

Productivity, an office that handles the same or similar

functions. The fund shall be solely used to help defray the cost

of maintaining, administering, preserving and caring for the

records of the county.

(d) Office.——-The countyv commissioners shall, after

consultation with an officer, furnish each officer with an

office and additional space in the countyv building, courthouse
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or other building at the county seat sufficient to perform the

duties of the office. THE FOLLOWING SHAILIL APPILY:

(1) THE COMMISSIONERS MAY, WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE

RESPECTIVE OFFICERS, FURNISH AN ADDITIONAL OFFICE OR SPACE IN

BUILDINGS AT TOCATIONS OUTSTIDE OF THE COUNTY SEAT FOR THE

AUDITORS, COMMISSIONERS, CONTROLLER, TREASURER OR RECORDER OF

DEEDS.

(2) THE COMMISSIONERS MAY WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE

RESPECTIVE OFFICERS AND THE PRESIDENT JUDGE, FURNISH AN

ADDITIONAL OFFICE OR SPACE IN BUILDINGS AT LOCATIONS OUTSIDE

OF THE COUNTY SEAT FOR THE SHERTFF, PROTHONOTARY, CILERK OF

COURTS, CLERK OF ORPHAN'S COURT, REGISTER OF WILLS OR

DISTRICT ATTORNEY.

(e) Maintenance.——An officer failing or refusing to maintain

the office and to keep each public record and paper of the

office in the buildings appropriated under this section, commits

a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced to:

(1) imprisonment until the officer complies with this

section or until sooner discharged by order of the court; and

(2) pav a fine of not more than $500 for the use of the

county.
§ 12306. Open records.

Except as provided under this chapter, each record of a

county office shall be open for inspection subject to the rules

and regqulations provided under the act of February 14, 2008

(P.L.6, No.3), known as the Right-to-Know Law.

S 12307. Securing from predecessors.

(a) Demand and receipt.--An elected or appointed person,

duly commissioned to a county office, shall demand and receive

each record, book, draft, plan, paper, seal or other official
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thing, including public money held in the office, and not

provided for under Article XIII.1 of the act of April 9, 1929

(P.L..343, No.176), known as The Fiscal Code, belonging to the

office from each person who held the office immediately before

the officer's election or appointment or from each other person

holding or possessing the items.

(b) Detention.—--A person that detains from a county office a

record, book, draft, plan, paper, seal or other official thing,

including public money, as provided under this section,

belonging to an office after reasonable demand has been made,

commits a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced

to:

(1) undergo imprisonment until the deliverv of each

official thing found to be in the person's possession or

control to the proper officer or until sooner discharged by

order of the court; and

(2) payv a fine of not more than $500 for the use of the

county.

S 12308. Action by deputies.

(a) Appointment.—--

(1) If a county officer is authorized or required to

appoint a deputy, the deputyv or principal deputy, if there is

more than one, shall, during the necessary or temporary

absence of the deputv's principal, perform each duty of the

principal and, in case of a vacancy or under section 12301 (b)

(relating to elected officers), until a successor is

qualified.

(2) If fulfilling the duties under paragraph (1) for a

vacancy in a county of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh or eighth class, a deputy shall receive the salary
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provided under law for the principal or the salary provided

for the deputy, whichever is greater.

(b) Oath.——A person temporarily succeeding to a county

office by reason of the death, resignation or removal of the

duly elected or appointed officer, may not execute any of the

duties of the office until the person has taken the oath and

filed the bond reguired of the principal officer.

S 12309. Vacancies.

(a) Appointment by Governor.-—-—

(1) Except as provided under subsection (b), for a

vacancy in a county office created by the Constitution of

Pennsvlvania or laws of this Commonwealth, and, if no other

provision is made under the Constitution of Pennsvlvania or

under this part to fill the wvacancy, the Governor shall

appoint a suitable individual to fill the office, who shall

continue to hold and discharge the duties of the office until

the first Monday in January following the next municipal

election occurring not less than 90 days after the occurrence

of the vacancy, or for the balance of the unexpired term,

whichever period is shorter.

(2) If a municipal election occurs not less than 90 dayvs

after the occurrence of the wvacancy under paragraph (1),

other than the municipal election at which the office

ordinarily is filled, the office shall be filled at that

municipal election for the balance of the unexpired term.

(3) An appointee under this subsection shall be

confirmed by the Senate, if in session.

(b) Second class A.—-In counties of the second class A, an

appointed person shall continue in office and discharge the

duties of the office for the balance of the unexpired term.
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(c) Discharge of duties.——The Governor shall discharge the

duties under this section in accordance with section 207.1 (d)

(5.1) of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L..177, No.175), known as

The Administrative Code of 1929.

§ 12310. Information to heads of governmental departments.

(a) Duty.--

(1) Upon application by the head of a State agency, each

county officer shall furnish information and copies of

records or documents contained in the respective offices as

the head of the agency determines may be necessary or

pertinent to the work of the department.

(2) The county furnishing information under paragraph

(1) shall receive reasonable compensation as may be

determined by the Auditor General. The compensation shall be

paid to the county by the State Treasurer, out of money not

otherwise appropriated, upon warrant from the Auditor

General.

(b) Department of Communityv and Fconomic Development.—--Fach

county officer shall furnish to the Department of Community and

Economic Development any information reguested by the Department

of Community and Economic Development.

§ 12311. Penalty.

If a county officer neglects or refuses to perform a duty

imposed on the officer under this part, anyv other act or by a

rule of court, the officer commits, for each neglect or refusal,

a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a

fine not exceeding $500.

S 12312. (Reserved) .

§ 12313. OQualifications.

(a) General rule.—--An individual may not be elected to a
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county office, except the office of district attorney, as

provided for under this part, unless the person is:

(1) at least 18 vyears of age;

(2) a citizen of the United States;

(3) a resident of the county; and

(4) has resided within the county for at least the

directly preceding vear prior to the election.

(b) Sheriff.--In addition to the qualifications under

subsection (a), an individual mayv not be eligible for the office

of sheriff except in accordance with the act of February 9, 1984

(P.L.3, No.2), known as the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Education

and Training Act.

§ 12314. Mileage.

FEach county official or emplovee may, 1f authorized by the

county commissioners, be reimbursed in accordance with the act

of July 20, 1979 (P.L.156, No.51), referred to as the Uniform

Mileage Fee law.

S 12315. Security.

The county shall obtain required security for county officers

and emplovees in accordance with Subchapter B of Chapter 11

(relating to reguired fiscal security for officers and

emplovees) .

S 12316. Solicitors to county officers other than county

commissioners.

(a) Appointment.—-—-Fach of the following officers may

designate and appoint a solicitor licensed to practice law in

this Commonwealth which mayv be an individual or a law firm,

partnership, association or professional corporation:

(1) The county treasurer.

(2) The sheriff.
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(3) The register of wills.

(4) The recorder of deeds.
(5) The coroner.
(6) The controller or auditors, as appropriate.
(b) Advisement.--The solicitor shall advise on all legal

matters, and conduct litigation, as requested by the officer.

(c) Office.—-The solicitor shall hold office at the pleasure

of the appointing officer.

(d) Appropriation.—--The county commissioners may appropriate

money for the pavment of a solicitor appointed under this

section.

(e) Judiciarv.--The appointment, compensation, powers and

duties of solicitors appointed by prothonotaries, clerks of

court and clerks of orphans' court shall be in accordance with

42 Pa.C.S. (relating to judiciary and judicial procedure) .

SUBCHAPTER B

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER C

STATE ASSOCIATIONS

sec.

12340. State associations.

12341. Purpose and annual meetings.
12342. Deputies and solicitors.
12343. Expenses and time limits.

12344. Other meeting expenses.

12345. Annual assessments.

12346. Associations and organizations concerned with

governmental affairs.

S 12340. State associations.

County officers of each county may organize for themselves a
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State association as follows:

(1) County commissioners, with the countv solicitor, the

chief clerk to the county commissioners and officers who are

counterpart personnel in counties having a home rule charter

or optional form of government.

(2) County controllers.

(3) Sheriffs.

(4) District attorneys.

(5) Probation officers.

(6) Registers of wills and clerks of orphans' courts.
(7) Prothonotaries and clerks of courts.

(8) County treasurers.

(9) Recorders of deeds.

(10) Directors of veterans' affairs.
(11) Coroners.
(12) Jury commissioners.

(13) County auditors.

(14) Public defenders.

S 12341. Purpose and annual meetings.

(a) Purpose.——-The purpose of the respective State

associations under section 12340 (relating to State

associations) shall be to discuss and resolve the various

guestions arising in the discharge of the duties and functions

of the respective officers and to provide uniform, efficient and

economical methods of administering the affairs of the counties

pertaining to the officer's offices.

(b) Annual meeting.—--Fach State association may hold an

annual meeting at a time and place within this Commonwealth

designated by the association to facilitate cooperation,

coordination and full exchange of information provided under
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subsection (a).

(c) Joint session.——-The association of county controllers,

countv auditors and the association of county treasurers may

meet in Joint session with the association of county

commissioners, solicitors and chief clerks, if the associations

mutually agree. Each association shall have a separate session

on at least two days during the annual meeting to facilitate

cooperation, coordination and full exchange of information

provided under subsection (c).

S 12342. Deputies and solicitors.

With the approval of the solicitor's principals, the first

and, if appointed, second deputy and the solicitor of the

following officers mav attend the annual meeting of the

principal's respective association with or in place of the

solicitor's principals:

(1) Controller.

(2) Sheriff.

(3) Register of wills.

(4) Clerk of orphans' court.

(5) Treasurer.

(6) Prothonotary.

(7) Clerk of courts.
(8) Recorder of deeds.
(9) District attorney.

(10) Public defender.

(11) Coroner.

S 12343. Expenses and time limits.

(a) Elected officers.——

(1) The actual expenses of each authorized elected

county officer attending the annual meetings of the county
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officer's associations shall be paid by the county out of the

general fund of the county.

(2) FEach of the officers, except the county

commissioners, shall be reimbursed for actual expenses not to

exceed $220 per dav for the number of davs specified under

subsection (d), including mileage traveling to and returning

from the annual meeting and the registration fee.

(3) The amount under paragraph (2) shall be adijusted

annually by the annual increase in the cost of living as

determined annually by the United States Department of Labor.

(b) Nonelected officers and emplovees.—-—

(1) The actual expenses of each authorized nonelected

county officer and emplovee attending the annual meetings of

the associations may be paid by the county out of the general

fund of the county.

(2) FEach officer mav be reimbursed for actual expenses

in an amount not to exceed $220 per dav for the number of

dayvs specified under subsection (d), including mileage

traveling to and returning from the annual meeting and the

registration fee.

(3) The amount under paragraph (2) shall be adjusted

annually as provided under subsection (a) (3).

(c) Account and pavyment.--—

(1) Fach delegate attending the annual meeting shall

submit to the county original receipts with an itemized

account of expenses incurred at the meeting.

(2) The countyv may authorize an emplovee to be

compensated at the emplovee's reqular employee rate during

attendance at the annual meeting.

(3) The actual expenses for elected officers shall be
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paid and for nonelected officers mav be paid for the number

of days specified under subsection (d). Elected county

officers shall receive and nonelected county officers and

emplovees may receive actual expenses not to exceed $220 per

day for each dav not in excess of two in going to and

returning from the meeting.

(4) The amount under paragraph (3) shall be adjusted

annually as provided under subsection (a) (3).

(d) Time limit.-—-

(1) The annual meeting of:

(i) The association of county commissioners, county

solicitors and chief clerks mav not exceed four davs.

(ii) The association of district attorneys may not

exceed three days.

(iii) A State association, other than an association

under subparadgraphs (i) and (ii), may not exceed three

days.

(2) The time 1limit under paragraph (1) shall not include

time spent traveling to and returning from the annual

meeting.

§ 12344. Other meeting expenses.

(a) Equal payvments.—--In addition to the expenses authorized

under this subchapter, the necessaryv expenses of the annual

meetings under this section shall be paid in egual parts by each

county with officers that are members of the respective

associations.

(b) Limit.-—-For county commissioners, county solicitors and

county clerks, county controllers, county auditors, sheriffs,

register of wills, clerks of orphans' courts, countyv treasurers,

recorders of deeds, prothonotaries, clerks of courts, public
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defenders, district attorneys, Jury commissioners, coroners and,

for counties of the second class A, directors of veterans'

affairs, the portion of annual expenses charged to each county

mayv not exceed the following:

(1) For each county of the second class A, $1,000.

(2) For each county of the third and fourth class, $750.

(3) For each county of the fifth and sixth class, $625.

(4) For each county of the seventh and eighth class,

500.

(c) Directors of veterans' affairs and probation officers.—-—

Notwithstanding subsections (a) and (b), the following shall

apply:

(1) For directors of veterans' affairs for counties

other than a county of the second class A, the portion of

annual expenses charged to each county may not exceed $400.

(2) For probation officers an annual membership

subscription not exceeding $12.50 per member shall be paid by

the county.

(d) Increase.--The amounts under subsections (b) and (c)

shall be adjusted annually by the annual increase in the cost of

living as determined annuallyv bv the United States Department of

Labor.

§ 12345. Annual assessments.

(a) County commissioners, county solicitors and chief

clerks.—-In addition to the expenses authorized under this

subchapter, the necessary expenses of the association of county

commissioners, county solicitors and chief clerks shall be

apportioned among each county holding membership in the

association in amounts provided for by the rules and regulations

of each association.
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(b) District attorneys.——In addition to the expenses

authorized under this subchapter, the necessaryv expenses of the

association of district attorneys shall be apportioned among

each county holding membership in the association in amounts

provided for by the rules and regulations of the association.

(c) Approval.—-—-The annual apportionment of expenses under

subsections (a) and (b) shall be approved at each annual

conference of the association by a majority vote of the members

present and, when approved, shall be paid by the counties from

the general fund of each county.

§ 12346. Associations and organizations concerned with

governmental affairs.

(a) Associations and organizations.——-The county

commissioners mav:

(1) Join associations and organizations, in addition to

the County Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania,

concerned with county or governmental affairs.

(2) Pav dues to the associations and organizations.

(3) Send delegates to meetings or conferences of the

associations and organizations and pay the necessary expenses

incident to attendance at the meetings or conferences.

(b) Professional associations and organizations.--The county

commissioners may authorize a county official and employees of

the official to attend meetings of professional associations and

organizations, or study or training sessions for individuals

holding the same or similar office or employment, and may pay

all or a portion of the necessary expenses related to attendance

at the meetings or sessions.

(c) Ttemized account of expenses.—--Fach individual attending

a conference, meeting, study or training session under this part
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shall submit to the county controller, or to the county

commissioners in counties having no controller, an itemized

account of expenses related to the event, including traveling

expenses or mileage approved by the county commissioners.

SUBCHAPTER D

REMOVAL OF COUNTY OFFICERS

sec.
12350. Removal of county officers and appointees.
§ 12350. Removal of county officers and appointees.
(a) Flected.—--A county commissioner, sheriff, coroner,

prothonotary, register of wills, recorder of deeds, treasurer,

county auditor or countyv controller, clerk of courts, district

attorney or any other officer of the counties, whether elected

or duly appointed to fill a vacancy, may be removed from office

only:

(1) by impeachment, or by the Governor, for reasonable

cause after due notice and full hearing on the advice of two-

thirds of the Senate; or

(2) upon conviction of misbehavior in office or of an

infamous crime in accordance with the Constitution of

Pennsvlvania, but their title to office mav be tried by

proceedings of guo warranto as provided by law.

(b) Appointed.--An appointee to a county office or position

other than to an elected office shall be:

(1) Subject to removal at the pleasure of the appointing

authority, except as otherwise expressly provided by law.

(2) Removed on conviction of misbehavior in office or of

an infamous crime.

SUBCHAPTER E

CONDUCT OF OFFICIAL BUSINESS
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sSec.

12360. Meetings open to public.

§ 12360. Meetings open to public.
Each

regular or special meeting of the countv commissioners

and of each board, commission and authority, created by or

operating as an agency of a county, shall be a public meeting

subiject

to 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open meetings).

CHAPTER 125

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND CHIEF CLERKS

Subchapter

A. County Commissioners

B. Chief Clerk of Countyv Commissioners

SUBCHAPTER A

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

sec.
12501. Flection and wvacancies.
12502. Organization.
12503. Meetings.
12504. OQuorum and execution of official instruments.
12505. Certified copies of proceedings.
12506. Oaths.
12507. Expenses.
12508. Office supplies.
12509. Ordinances and resolutions.
12510. (Reserved).
12511. (Reserved) .
12512. (Reserved) .
12513. (Reserved) .
§ 12501. FElection and vacancies.
(a) FElection.—--Three county commissioners shall be elected
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in each county in the vear 1955 and every fourth vyear

thereafter. In the election of county commissioners, each

gqualified elector shall vote for no more than two individuals.

The three individuals having the highest number of votes shall

be elected.

(b) Vacancy.--A vacancy in the office of county

commissioners shall be filled for the balance of the unexpired

term by the court of common pleas of the county in which the

vacancy occurs by the appointment of a registered elector of the

countyv who was a member of the same political party as the

vacating county commissioner at the time the vacating county

commissioner was elected.

§ 12502. Organization.

The county commissioners shall meet on the first Monday of

January 1956 and on the first Monday of January every fourth

vear thereafter in the office provided for the county

commissioners at the county seat for the purpose of

organization. If the first Monday is a legal holiday, the

meeting shall be held the next dayv.

S 12503. Meetings.

(a) Rules.——The countyv commissioners shall adopt rules for

the conduct and order of business and establish reqular times

and places of meetings. A copy of the rules shall be posted in a

conspicuous place in the county courthouse for the benefit of

the public.

(b) Special meeting notice.—--Fach county commissioner shall

have at least 20 hours notice of a special meeting and of the

nature of business to be conducted at the meeting, unless the

notice is waived by the county commissioner in writing or by

attendance at the special meeting.
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1 § 12504. OQuorum and execution of official instruments.

2 (a) Quorum.—--The county commissioners shall constitute a

3 board, two members of which shall be a guorum for the

4 transaction of business and, when convened after notice, shall

5 be competent to perform each of the duties pertaining to the

6 office of county commissioners.

7 (b) Execution.--If an official document, instrument or

8 official paper is to be executed by the county commissioners,

9 the execution shall be done by at least two of the county

10 commissioners and attested by the chief clerk who shall affix

11 the county seal to the document.

12 § 12505. Certified copies of proceedings.

13 Copies of the proceedings of the county commissioners and of

14 each record in the possession of the county commissioners,

15 certified by the chief clerk under the county seal, shall be

16 admitted in evidence in any court of the Commonwealth.

17 § 12506. Oaths.

18 Each county commissioner may administer oaths and

19 affirmations in each case arising in the performance of the

20 duties of the office of the countyv commissioners.

21 § 12507. Expenses.

22 A county commissioner may receive expenses necessarily

23 incurred and actually paid in the discharge of the county

24 commissioner's official duties or in the performance of a

25 service, office or duty imposed upon a county commissioner.

26 S 12508. Office supplies.

27 (a) Supplies.——-The county commissioners, at the cost of the

28 county, shall purchase and provide office furniture, eguipment

29 and supplies, blank books, blank dockets, books for records,

30 stationery, postage, utilities, cleaning and maintenance
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1 reguired for each of the county officers whose offices are

2 located in a countyv building or at another place at the county

3 seat as may be designated by the county commissioners and each

4 supply used by the public in connection with each office.

5 (b) Preference.--Before purchasing office furniture,

6 equipment or supplies, blank books, blank dockets, books for

7 records or stationery, county officers furnished with any of the

8 i1tems may state in writing preferences as to the type and make

9 of the items. The county commissioners shall, if feasible,

10 purchase and supply to each officer the preferred item if a

11 preference has been given.

12 § 12509. Ordinances and resolutions.

13 (a) Authorization.——The county commissioners may adopt

14 ordinances and resolutions prescribing the manner in which the

15 powers of the county shall be carried out and generally

16 regulating the affairs of the county. The county commissioners

17 may formulate and adopt ordinances, resolutions, rules and

18 regulations pertaining to the use of propertyv owned or used by

19 the county and the conduct of individuals in, on or about the

20 property in order to preserve the property and to promote and

21 preserve public health, safetv and welfare.

22 (b) Publication.--

23 (1) A proposed ordinance, unless otherwise provided by
24 law, shall be published at least once in a newspaper of

25 general circulation in the county not more than 60 days

26 before passage and not less than seven days before passage.
27 (2) A public notice of a proposed ordinance shall

28 include the full text of the proposed ordinance or the title
29 and a brief summary of the proposed ordinance prepared by the
30 county solicitor setting forth all the provisions in
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reasonable detail and a reference to a location within the

countyvy in which copies of the proposed ordinance may be

examined.

(3) If the full text is not included in the public

notice reguired under this section, the following apply:

(1) A copy of the text shall be supplied to the same

newspaper of general circulation in which the public

notice is published.

(ii) An attested copy shall be filed in the county

law library within 30 days after the enactment or

adoption of the ordinance. The date of the filing of a

proposed ordinance may not affect the validity of the

process of the enactment or adoption of the ordinance and

a failure to record within the time period specified

under this subparagraph may not be deemed a defect in the

process of the enactment or adoption of the ordinance.

(4) In the event substantial amendments are made in the

proposed ordinance, the county commissioners shall, at least

10 dayvs before the enactment or adoption, republish the

proposed ordinance in a newspaper of general circulation in

the county and a brief summary setting forth all the

provisions in reasonable detail with a summary of the

amendments.

(5) An ordinance mayv not take effect until recorded in

the ordinance book of the county. If maps, plans or drawings

are adopted as part of an ordinance, the county commissioners

may, instead of publishing the the maps, plans or drawings as

part of the ordinance, refer to the location where the maps,

plans or drawings are on file and mav be examined by the

public in the publication of the ordinance.
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(c) Violations.--The county commissioners may:
(1) Prescribe fines and penalties as follows:
(1) Not exceeding $1,000 for a violation of a

building, housing, propertv maintenance, health, fire or

public safetv code or ordinance and for water, air and

noise pollution violations.

(ii) Not exceeding $600 for a violation of anv other

county ordinance.

(2) Collect fines and penalties by suit, brought in the

name of the county, in like manner for which debts of 1like

amount may be sued.

(d) Penalties.—--A person who violates an ordinance enacted

by the county commissioners under this section shall, upon

conviction at a summary proceeding, be sentenced to pay a fine

as may be prescribed in the ordinance by the county

commissioners. The fine shall not exceed an amount of $1,000

per violation, with the costs of prosecution, or imprisonment of

not more than 10 davs, or both. The fine shall be paid to the

county for use by the county.

§ 12510. (Reserved) .
§ 12511. (Reserved) .
§ 12512. (Reserved).
§ 12513. (Reserved).
SUBCHAPTER B
CHIEF CLERK OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
sec.

12520. Chief clerk.

12521. Duties and powers of chief clerk.

S

12520. Chief clerk.

The county commissioners shall appoint a chief clerk.
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§ 12521. Duties and powers of chief clerk.

(a) Duties.—-—The chief clerk shall keep the books and

accounts of the county commissioners, record and file the

proceedings and papers of the county commissioners, attest all

orders and voucher checks issued by the county commissioners and

perform all other duties pertaining to the office of chief

clerk.

(b) Oaths and affirmations.——The chief clerk shall have the

power to administer ocaths and affirmations pertaining to the

business of the office of the county commissioners.

CHAPTER 127

CONTROLLER

Sec.

12701. Flection, term and seal.

12702. FEligibility.

12703. Deputy controller and clerks.

12704. (Reserved) .

12705. FEstablishment of office of controller in counties of the

sixth, seventh and eighth classes.

12706. Appointment by Governor, duties of auditors and

abolition of office of auditor.

12707. Expenses.

S 12701. Flection, term and seal.

(a) Election of controller.——-At the municipal election

immediately preceding the expiration of the term of the

controller in office on January 1, 1956, and every four vears

thereafter, the gualified electors of each county of the third,

fourth and fifth class and everv other countv in which the

office of controller has been or mav be established, including

counties in which the office was established by general law or
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otherwise when the counties were in a higher classification,

shall elect one resident of the county to serve as controller

for the term of four vears beginning the first Monday of January

after the controller's election or until a successor is

gualified to serve in office.

(b) Counties of second class A.--In counties of the second

class A, a controller shall be elected at the municipal election

immediately preceding the expiration of the term of the

controller in office on December 24, 2018, and every four vears

thereafter.

(c) Seals.——A county controller shall be provided with an

official seal of the office by the county commissioners. The

seal shall be used for the attestation of all official papers.

§ 12702. FEligibility.

(a) Office holders.—-—-An individual holding office under the

United States shall not be eligible to the office of county

controller while in office and for one vear after leaving

office.

(b) Local office holders.——A county commissioner, county

treasurer, prothonotary, register of wills, clerk of courts,

recorder of deeds, sheriff or district attornev, or the chief

clerk or deputy of a county commissioner, county treasurer,

prothonotary, register of wills, clerk of courts, recorder of

deeds, sheriff or district attorney, shall be ineligible to hold

the office of county controller while in office and for two

vears after leaving office.

S 12703. Deputy controller and clerks.

(a) Appointments.-—-

(1) In counties of the second class A, third, fourth and

fifth classes, the controller shall appoint a deputy
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controller and clerks.

(2) In counties of the sixth, seventh and eighth

classes, the controller may appoint a deputy controller and

clerks.

(3) A controller mav authorize one or more of the clerks

employed in the controller's office to administer to all

coaths and affirmations pertaining to the business of the

office with the same force and effect as if administered by

the controller or deputy controller.

(b) Second deputy controller.—--A controller may appoint a

second deputy controller who shall possess and discharge all the

rights, powers and duties of the principal deputv controller

during the principal deputy controller's and the controller's

temporary absence.

S 12704. (Reserved) .

S 12705. Establishment of office of controller in counties of

sixth, seventh and eighth classes.

(a) Authorization.——The office of controller may be

established in a county of the sixth, seventh and eighth class

by the affirmative vote of a majority of the electors of the

county voting on the guestion submitted, in accordance with this

section, at the general election when the auditor of the county

is in the third vyear of the auditor's term.

(b) Petition.—--The guestion shall be submitted to the

electors of the countyv when county electors file a petition

containing signatures equal to at least 5% of the highest vote

cast for an office in the county at the last preceding general

election. The petition shall be filed with the county

commissioners no less than 60 days before the dayv of the general

election when the guestion is to be submitted. If the petition
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is sufficiently signed under this subsection, the county

commissioners shall cause the guestion to be submitted in the

manner provided by the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No0.320),

known as the Pennsvlvania Election Code.

(c) Establishment.——-If the majority of electors wvoting on

the guestion vote in favor of establishing the office of county

controller, the office shall be established. At the next

municipal election and every four vyears thereafter, the electors

of the county shall choose a resident of the county for the

office of controller as a replacement for the county auditors.

S 12706. Appointment bv Governor, duties of auditors and

abolition of office of auditor.

(a) Appointment.-—-If the office of controller is established

in a county under section 12705 (relating to establishment of

office of controller in counties of sixth, seventh and eighth

classes), or by a change in class of the county not otherwise

provided for by law, the Governor shall appoint a suitable

individual to act as the controller of the county until a

successor in office is duly elected and installed.

(b) Duties of auditors.—--Upon the appointment of a

controller under subsection (a), the county auditors in office

at the time of the appointment shall proceed to audit all

accounts as reqguired by law and file a report of the audit with

the controller no later than three months after the controller

assumes office. Whereupon, the office of county auditor shall be

abolished and cease to exist in the county.

§ 12707. Expenses.

The county controller and the county controller's deputy,

clerks and auditors shall be reimbursed for expenses necessarily

incurred and actually paid in the discharge of their official
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duties or in the performance of any service or duty imposed.

CHAPTER 129

AUDITORS

sec.
12901. Flection and vacancies.
12902. Eligibility.
12903. Meetings and guorum.
12904. (Reserved).
§ 12901. Flection and wvacancies.

(a) Flection.—--In each county in which the office of

controller has not been established, three county auditors shall

be elected in 1955 and every four vears thereafter. In the

election of county auditors, each gqualified elector shall vote

for no more than two individuals. The three individuals with the

highest number of votes shall be elected to the office of county

auditor.

(b)  Vacancies.——A vacancy in the office of county auditors

shall be filled, for the balance of the unexpired term, by the

court of common pleas of the county, sitting en banc, appointing

a _successor who, at the time the wvacating auditor assumed

office, was a registered elector of the county and was a member

of the same political party as the vacating auditor.

§ 12902. FEligibility.

(a) Treasurers.——-An individual may not be eligible to the

office of countyv auditor if the individual has been the

treasurer of the county within the previous two vears.

(b) Officers.——An individual holding the office of county

auditor may not at the same time hold an office or employment

for the countv or for a municipal authorityv of which the county

is a member. A county auditor may not be employved in an
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administrative position by a school district or organization or

entity that mayv be audited by the board of auditors. A county

auditor may not hold an elected or appointed office or serve as

a manager for a municipal corporation in the countv.

§ 12903. Meetings and guorum.

(a) Meetings.—--The auditors shall meet at the county seat on

the first Monday of January in each vear for the purpose of

organizing and to begin the audit of the fiscal affairs of the

county for the immediately preceding fiscal yvear. If the first

Monday in January is a legal holiday, the meeting shall be held

the first dav after the first Monday in January.

(b) Deadline.--The auditors shall meet as necessarv for the

completion of the audit under subsection (a) bv the following

July 1. The auditors may petition the court of common pleas for

additional time for the completion of the audit and the filing

of the report. The court, upon a showing of due cause, shall

grant additional time as the court deems necessary for

completion of the audit and report.

(c) Compensation.——The auditors shall receive compensation

as determined by the county commissioners in accordance with the

act of November 1, 1971 (P.L.495, No.113), entitled "An act

providing for the compensation of county officers in counties of

the second through eighth classes, for compensation of district

attorneys in cities and counties of the first class, for

compensation of district election officers in all counties, for

the disposition of fees, for filing of bonds in certain cases

and for duties of certain officers," and daily or hourly

compensation set for the auditors shall be applicable for anvy

period of additional time granted under subsection (b).

(d) Quorum.--Anv two auditors when duly convened shall be a
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qgquorum for the purpose of transacting business.

S 12904. (Reserved) .

CHAPTER 131

TREASURER
Sec.

13101. County treasurer and eligibility.

13102. (Reserved) .
13103. (Reserved).
13104. (Reserved).
13105. Misapplication of money collected for specific purposes.

13106. Deputy treasurer.

13106.1. Second deputy treasurer.

13107. (Reserved) .

S 13101. County treasurer and eligibility.

No judge, clerk or prothonotaryv of any court, register of

wills, recorder of deeds, county commissioner or county

controller shall be eligible to serve as county treasurer during

their continuance in office.

§ 13102. (Reserved) .
§ 13103. (Reserved) .
§ 13104. (Reserved) .
§ 13105. Misapplication of money collected for specific

purposes.

If money is collected by law in a county and is in the

possession or control of the treasurer of the county, it shall

be unlawful for the treasurer to apply the money to any other

purpose than that for which the monev was collected unless

otherwise authorized by law. A misapplication of money under

this section shall constitute a violation of 18 Pa.C.S. § 3927

(relating to theft by failure to make reqguired disposition of
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funds received).

§ 13106. Deputy treasurer.

The county treasurer may appoint a deputy county treasurer

who shall perform duties as prescribed by the county treasurer.

§ 13106.1. Second deputy treasurer.

The county treasurer may appoint a second deputy treasurer.

The second deputy treasurer shall possess and discharge all the

rights, powers and duties of the principal deputy treasurer

during the principal deputy treasurer's and treasurer's

temporary absence.

S 13107. (Reserved) .

CHAPTER 133

COUNTY SOLICITOR

Sec.

13301. Appointment and gqualifications.

13302. Duties.

13303. Fmplovees in certain counties.

13304. Assistant county solicitors.

S 13301. Appointment and gualifications.

The county commissioners shall appoint a county solicitor.

The county solicitor shall be an attorney at law admitted to

practice in the courts of this Commonwealth and mav be an

individual, a law firm, a partnership, an association or a

professional corporation. Before entering upon the duties of

office, the county solicitor shall file with the county

commissioners an agreement to pay all fees, attornevy's fees and

commissions received from every source as county solicitor into

the county treasury.

§ 13302. Duties.

The county solicitor shall have the following duties:
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(1) Commence and prosecute each suit brought, or to be

brought, by the county when the rights, privileges,

properties, claims or demands of the county are involved.

(2) Defend all actions or suits brought against the
county.

(3) Perform all duties now enjoined by law upon county
solicitors.

(4) Act professionally and render legal advice incident

to the office which may be reguired of the county solicitor

by the county commissioners.

S 13303. FEmplovees in certain counties.

In counties of the second class A and third class, the county

solicitor mayv, with the consent of the county commissioners,

employ clerks or assistants as may be necessary in the discharge

of the county solicitor's duties.

S 13304. Assistant county solicitors.

(a) Appointment.--Except as provided under subsection (b),

the countyv commissioners may appoint one or more assistant

county solicitors or special counsel. The assistant county

solicitors or special counsel shall be attornevs at law admitted

to practice in the courts of this Commonwealth. The assistant

county solicitors and special counsel shall perform duties in

connection with the legal affairs of the county as mav be

assigned by the county commissioners or the county solicitor.

(b) Authorization.—--In counties of the second class A, the

countyv solicitor shall have the authority to appoint assistant

county solicitors and special counsel under subsection (a),

subject to the approval of the countv commissioners.

CHAPTER 135

ENGINEER
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Sec.

13501. County engineer, appointment and term.

13502. Duties.

§ 13501. County engineer, appointment and term.

The county commissioners may appoint a professional engineer

in civil engineering or an engineering firm as the county

engineer. The engineer shall serve at the pleasure of the county

commissioners.

§ 13502. Duties.

The countv engineer shall have the following duties:

(1) Prepare plans, specifications and estimates of all

engineering work undertaken by the county.

(2) As necessary, furnish the county commissioners with

reports, information or estimates on work.

(3) In general, perform all duties with reference to any

county engineering work as the county commissioners may

prescribe.

(4) Perform all duties relating to surveving as may be

assigned by the county commissioners or by law.

CHAPTER 137

SHERTFEF

Sec.

13701. Unfinished business of outgoing sheriff.

13702. Deputy action authorized.

13703. Chief deputy and petition.

13704. Real estate deputies.

13705. Deputies and clerks.

13706. Deputy sheriff's gqualifications.

13707. False statements in deputyv's affidavit.

13708. Filed items and public records.
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13709. Public list of applicants for deputy sheriff.

13710. Private services, gifts and payvments prohibited.

13711. Penalties.

13712. Construction.

13713. Chief deputy sheriff to act as sheriff in case of

vacancy.
13714. Sheriff to keep docket.

13715. Not to exercise office until commission granted and

recorded and penalty.

§ 13701. Unfinished business of outgoing sheriff.

(a) Unfinished business.—-—-An outgoing sheriff shall deliver

all unfinished and unexecuted writs and process to the sheriff's

successor. The sheriff's successor shall receive and execute the

writs and process as if the writs and process had been

originally issued and directed to the sheriff's successor and

carry out and complete all other official duties of the outgoing

sheriff.

(b) Successor powers and duties.—--If real estate is sold

under an execution by a sheriff who is succeeded in office

before a deed is executed and acknowledged by the sheriff in due

form of law for the real estate, the sheriff's successor shall

execute and acknowledge a deed for the real estate to the

purchaser in the same manner as if the former sheriff were still

in office. A deed executed under this subsection shall be as

effectual in law as if the title had been completed by the

former sheriff.

(c) No court order necessary.—--No court order shall be

necessaryv to authorize an incoming sheriff to carrv out the

duties as prescribed by this section.

S 13702. Deputy action authorized.
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If the sheriff is required by law to act in person under or

by virtue of anv writ or process issued by a court of the

Commonwealth, the sheriff may act either in person or by a

regularly appointed deputy sheriff.

§ 13703. Chief deputy and petition.

(a)  Appointment.--The sheriff of each county shall appoint,

by commission duly recorded in the office for recording deeds, a

chief deputy. The chief deputy's appointment shall be revocable

by the sheriff by a signed revocation recorded in the office for

recording deeds. The chief deputy, during continuance in office,

may perform any duty incumbent upon the sheriff, which shall

have the effect in law as if the dutv had been done bv the

sheriff in person, regardless of the abilityv or temporaryv

disability of the sheriff to act, while the sheriff continues in

office. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to relieve

the sheriff or the sheriff's sureties from liability upon the

official bond of the sheriff or the sheriff's sureties.

(b) Petition.——-Tf, during a vacancy in the office of sheriff

the duties of the office cannot be discharged in accordance with

section 13713 (relating to chief deputy sheriff to act as

sheriff in case of wvacancy) or any other law, the ranking deputy

of the office shall petition the court of common pleas to

authorize a deputy to perform anv duty incumbent upon the

sheriff. Upon a finding that no other individual has the legal

capacity to discharge the duty, the court shall authorize the

deputy to perform the duty during the vacancy as if the official

act had been done by the sheriff.

§ 13704. Real estate deputies.

The sheriff may appoint a real estate deputy to administer

all matters relating to the sheriff's sales of real estate and
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distributions of the proceeds of the sheriff's sales of real

estate. The real estate deputyv's appointment shall be made and

be revocable as provided for the chief deputv. The real estate

deputy may perform all duties incumbent upon the sheriff in the

same manner as the chief deputy and the same effect in law as if

the official duties had been performed by the sheriff in person.

The duties shall include the execution and acknowledgment of

sheriff's deeds for real estate upon receipt of the purchase

price for the real estate. Nothing in this section shall operate

to relieve the sheriff or the sheriff's sureties from liability

upon official bond of the sheriff or the sheriff's sureties.

S 13705. Deputies and clerks.

The sheriff of each county mav appoint deputies and clerks to

positions established in accordance with section 14723 (relating

to number and compensation of officers, deputies, assistants,

clerks and emplovees and revisions of salary schedules) for the

transaction of the business of the sheriff's office. The sheriff

may revoke the appointment of deputies in the same manner as the

chief deputy. In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh and eighth class, the sheriff mayv also appoint as

necessary special deputies to assist the sheriff in executing a

civil or criminal process or court order or in preserving the

peace when an emergency arises. A special deputyv shall serve for

a period only as necessary to conduct the special deputy's

duties under this section.

S 13706. Deputy sheriff's gualifications.

(a) Requirements.—--A sheriff mayv not appoint an individual

as a chief deputy or any other deputy sheriff unless the sheriff

files with the prothonotary, before the appointment of the

individual, the name and photograph of the individual and an
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1 affidavit of the individual setting forth the following:

2 (1) The full name, age and residence address of the
3 individual, chief deputy or other deputy sheriff.
4 (2) That the individual, chief deputy or other deputy
5 sheriff is a citizen of the United States and 18 years of age
6 or older.
7 (3) That the individual, chief deputy or other deputy
8 sheriff has never been convicted of a crime involving moral
9 turpitude under Federal or State law or the laws of another
10 state.
11 (4) That the individual, chief deputy or other deputy
12 sheriff has not, for a period of two years immediately
13 preceding the filing of the affidavit under this subsection:
14 (i) acted individually or as the agent or employee
15 of another person in a labor dispute;
16 (ii) provided any service as a private detective,
17 private police officer or private guard in a labor
18 dispute;
19 (iidi) received any fee or compensation for acting as
20 a private detective, private police officer or private
21 guard in a labor dispute;
22 (iv) conducted the business of a private detective
23 agency or any agency supplying private detectives,
24 private police officers or private guards in a labor
25 dispute; or
26 (v) advertised or solicited the business of a
27 private detective agency or any agency supplying private
28 detectives, private police officers or private guards in
29 a labor dispute.
30 (b) Timitation.--An individual may not be appointed or
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receive compensation as chief deputy or any other deputy except

in accordance with the act of February 9, 1984 (P.1..3, No.2),

known as the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff Fducation and Training

Act.

§ 13707. False statements in deputyv's affidavit.

Any false statement contained in an affidavit filed under

section 13706 (relating to deputy sheriff's gualifications)

shall constitute and shall be punishable as perjury.

S 13708. Filed items and public records.

The name, photograph and affidavit filed under section 13706

(relating to deputv sheriff's qualifications) with the

prothonotary shall constitute a public record.

§ 137009. Public list of applicants for deputyv sheriff.

The sheriff shall, from time to time, prepare a list of the

names of all the individuals who have applied for appointment as

deputy sheriff and meet the gualifications for the position. The

list shall be posted in a public place for a period of not less

than 10 days. After the 10 davs have elapsed, the list shall be

filed in the office of the prothonotarv. No deputy sheriffs

shall be appointed by the sheriff whose names do not appear on

the list.

§ 13710. Private services, gifts and pavments prohibited.

(a) Services, gifts and pavments.--

(1) A sheriff, deputy sheriff, detective or other county

police officer mav not perform, directly or indirectly, anvy

official services or official duties for an individual,

association or corporation. A sheriff, deputy sheriff,

detective or other county police officer may not receive,

directly or indirectly, compensation, gifts or gratuities

from a person, association or corporation during the period
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of official services. Nothing in this paragraph shall be

construed to prohibit county officers from serving writs and

other legal process as authorized by law.

(2) Compensation pavable to an officer for official

duties and services shall be paid only out of the proper

county or with other public money to the amount and in the

manner prescribed by law. Gifts, donations and gratuities

made by an individual, association or corporation to the

county or an official or agent of the county shall not be

considered public money for the purposes of this paragraph.

(b) Firearms and militaryv supplies.-—-

(1) A county or an official or agent of the county may

not accept as a gift, donation or gratulity any arms,

ammunition, military supplies, tear gas or eguipment or

supplies or articles of a similar character.

(2) An individual, association or corporation may not

provide as a gift, donation or gratuity any arms, ammunition,

military supplies, tear gas or eguipment or supplies or

articles of a similar character to a county or an official or

agent of the county.

(c) Contract or agreement void.—--A contract or agreement

made in violation of the provisions of this section shall be

null and void, have no effect in law or in egquity and be

declared contrary to public policy.

(d) OQutside employment.-—-Notwithstanding any other provision

of this section, unless otherwise prohibited by resolution or

ordinance of the county, an individual who is emplovyed as a

sheriff, deputy sheriff, detective or other county police

officer may engage in outside employment, including employment

in security, during a period when the individual is not
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scheduled to perform and is not performing a duty as a county

employee. The county shall not be liable for damage resulting

from an act of an individual endgadging in outside emplovment as

authorized under this subsection.

§ 13711. Penalties.

A sheriff, deputy sheriff or other countyv police officer or

another official of the county or an individual, association or

corporation that violates the provisions of section 13706

(relating to deputy sheriff's gualifications), 13709 (relating

to public list of applicants for deputv sheriff) or 13710

(relating to private services, gifts and payments prohibited)

commits a misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced

to pay a fine of not less than $100 nor more than $500, or to

undergo imprisonment for not less than 90 days nor more than two

years, or both.

§ 13712. Construction.

Nothing contained in section 13706 (relating to deputy

sheriff's qualifications) or 13710 (relating to private

services, gifts and payvments prohibited) shall be construed to

prohibit anv of the following:

(1) The appointment, emplovment or compensation by a

county in the manner expressly provided by law of anv of the

following:

(i) Night watchmen.

(i) Railroad police.
(iii) Bank police.
(iv) Pavroll police.

(v) Special policemen to police and protect

cemeteries and grounds and buildings open to the public,

or to enforce laws for the prevention of cruelty to
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persons or animals.

(vi) Fire police whose only duty shall be to direct

traffic to or from fires and maintain order at fires.

(vii) Police or guards emploved bv nonprofit

corporations or organizations.

(2) The pavment by an individual, association or

corporation of fees or compensation for county police or

other peace officers assigned to exhibitions, athletic

contests or other recreational activities.

S 13713. Chief deputy sheriff to act as sheriff in case of

vacancy.

If a sheriff is legally removed from office or dies or

resigns before the expiration of the term for which the sheriff

was commissioned, the chief deputy sheriff shall:

(1) execute the office of sheriff and perform all duties

reqguired by the office of sheriff; and

(2) receive and retain the compensation provided by law

for sheriffs until another sheriff is commissioned and notice

is given to the chief deputy sheriff.

S 13714. Sheriff to keep docket.

A sheriff shall provide and keep in the office of sheriff a

book in which the sheriff shall enter all writs that may be

received and the proceedings of all the writs. At the expiration

of the term of office, the book shall be deposited in the office

of the prothonotary for the inspection of all interested members

of the public.

§ 13715. Not to exercise office until commission granted and

recorded and penalty.

An individual elected or appointed to the office of sheriff

may not execute any of the duties of office before a commission
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is duly granted to the sheriff by the Governor and properly

recorded, under a penaltyv of imprisonment for a term not

exceeding six months, at the discretion of the court of common

pleas. The individual elected or appointed to the office of

sheriff shall be liable to a person injured by acts done by the

sheriff under the purview of the office of sheriff.

CHAPTER 139

CORONER

Subchapter

A. Preliminary Provisions

B. General Provisions

C. Fees and Cost Recovery

SUBCHAPTER A
PRELTMINARY PROVISTONS

sec.

13901. Applicability.

13902. Definitions.

§$ 13901. Applicability.

Except as otherwise expressly provided under this chapter,

this chapter shall apply to counties of the second class, second

class A and third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth

class.

S 13902. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter

shall have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Autopsy." The external and internal examination of the body

of a deceased individual, including all of the following:

(1) Gross visual inspection and dissection of the body

and the body's internal organs.
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(2) Photographic or narrative documentation of findings,

including microscopic, radiological, toxicological, chemical,

magnetic resonance imaging or other laboratory analysis

performed upon tissues, organs, blood, other bodily fluids,

gases or other specimens.

(3) The retention for diagnostic and documentary

purposes of all of the following which are necessaryv to

establish and defend against challenges to the cause and

manner of death of the deceased individual:

(i) Tissues, organs, blood, other bodily fluids or
gases.
(ii) Any other specimen.
"Coroner." An elected or appointed coroner or an elected or

appointed medical examiner.

"Staff." The term includes an individual in the coroner's

office who engages in activities relating to death

investigation. The term includes a medical investigator,

forensic technician, laboratory director, forensic supervisor,

forensic investigator, scientist or autopsy or histology

technician.

SUBCHAPTER B

GENERAL PROVISIONS

13911. Deputies.

13912. Duties regarding county morgues.

13913. Removal of bodies to morgue.

13914. Removal of body, burial and vehicle.

13915. Unclaimed property and sales.

13916. Private morgue.
13917. Reguests for examinations and reports.
13918. Coroner's investigation.
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1 13919. Autopsy, inguest and records.

2 13920. Child deaths.

3 13921. Sudden death.

4 13922. Prohibition on moving a bodv.

5 13923. Release of coroner's jurisdiction.

6 13924. Cooperation with district attorney.

7 13925. Cooperation with other counties.

8 13926. Certificate of cause of death.

9 13927. Subpoena and attachment.

10 13928. Jury.

11 13929. Oaths.

12 13930. Commitment to county prison.

13 13931. Excluded individuals.

14 13932. Vacancy.

15 13933. Anatomical gifts.

16 13934. Execution of office.

17 13935. Records.

18 § 13911. Deputies.

19 The coroner may appoint a deputy to act in the coroner's

20 place and may appoint staff to positions established in

21 accordance with section 14723 (relating to number and

22 compensation of officers, deputies, assistants, clerks and

23 emplovees and revisions of salary schedules) as the coroner

24 determines. A deputy shall have the same powers as the coroner.

25 § 13912. Duties regarding county morgues.

26 (a) Coroner.—-The coroner of a county in which a county

27 morgue is established shall have the following duties:

28 (1) Make general rules and regulations for the morgue's
29 operation and control.
30 (2) Appoint a suitable individual in charge of the
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morgue. An individual appointed under this paragraph may be

removed at the pleasure of the coroner.

(b) Salarv board.—-—The salary board shall determine the

number of individuals appointed under subsection (a) (2) and

each individual's salarv.

S 13913. Removal of bodies to morgue.

(a) Unidentified or unclaimed body.--If the body of a

deceased individual is unidentified or unclaimed by a proper

individual located within the county, the body shall be removed

to the countyv morgue or, in a countyv of the third, fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class, to a facility serving in

lieu of the county morgue. If necessary, the coroner shall have

the body properly embalmed or prepared for preservation for the

length of time the coroner determines is required to determine

the deceased's identity, the identity of a party responsible for

the deceased and the cause and manner of death. The body may

only be examined or inspected by an individual authorized by the

coroner or who is admitted in the coroner's presence.

(b) Removal from morgue.—--A body may not be removed from a

morgue except upon the authorization of the coroner.

§ 13914. Removal of body, burial and wvehicle.

(a) Removal and burial.--The county commissioners shall, in

consultation with the coroner, provide for the removal of a body

of a deceased individual to and from the morgue and for the

burial of an unclaimed body.

(b) Vehicle.--The county commissioners mavy provide an

ambulance or other vehicle for the purpose under subsection (a)

and for other official duties of the coroner, including

administrative, investigative or educational activities. The

coroner may provide rules and requlations for the use and
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maintenance of the ambulance or other vehicle.

§ 13915. Unclaimed property and sales.

(a) Duties.——The coroner shall safely keep all of the

following in the coroner's charge:

(1) The personal effects and property that appear to

have been on or about the individual at the time of death or

have been found on a decedent whose body is received at the

county morgue or at any other facility serving in lieu of the

county morgue.

(2) The effects and propertv that are delivered to the

coroner according to law.

(b) Reguired holding period.—-—The coroner shall hold the

property for one vear, unless the property is claimed by a legal

representative of the deceased or is duly and lawfully disposed

of or claimed.

(c) Property unclaimed.--After one year, the coroner shall

direct the unclaimed or undisposed property to the county

commissioners to be sold at public sale. Monev and property as

security that mav not be subject to a public sale shall be

turned over to the county commissioners for proper disposition

or use.

(d) Notice.—--Notice of a public sale under subsection (c)

shall be published in at least one newspaper of general

circulation in the county once a week for three successive

weeks. The proceeds of each sale shall be paid immediately into

the county treasurv. The provisions of this subsection shall be

in lieu of escheating to the Commonwealth.

S 13916. Private morgue.

In a county of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and

eighth class in which a county morgue is not maintained, the
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coroner may have a body that the coroner may admit to a county

morgue removed to a private facility. The county commissioners

shall procure by contract, as under Chapter 151 (relating to

contracts), the use of a private facility in consultation with

the coroner.

§ 13917. Reguests for examinations and reports.

(a) Requests.—--A request for an examination or other

professional service by another county or person may be complied

with at the discretion of the coroner under guidelines

established by the county commissioners.

(b) Fees and charges.—--A fee and charge for an examination

or professional service shall be established by the coroner,

subject to approval bv the countv commissioners, and shall be

accounted for and paid to the county treasurer as provided under

section 14960 (relating to receipts and accounts of money due

county) . Payvment for an examination or professional service

shall be the responsibility of the county or person requesting

the service.

S 13918. Coroner's investigation.

(a) Duties.—--The coroner having a view of the body shall

investigate the facts and circumstances concerning a death that

appears to have happened within the county, notwithstanding

where the cause of the death mav have occurred, for the purpose

of determining if an autopsy or inguest should be conducted in

the following cases:

(1) A sudden death not caused by a readily recognizable

disease or, if the cause of death cannot be properly

certified, bv a phvsician on the basis of prior recent

medical attendance.

(2) A death occurring under suspicious circumstances,
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including if alcohol, a drug or another toxic substance may

have had a direct bearing on the outcome.

(3) A death occurring as a result of violence or trauma,

whether apparently homicidal, suicidal or accidental,

including, a death due to mechanical, thermal, chemical,

electrical or radiational injury, drowning, cave-in oOr

subsidence.

(4) A death in which trauma, chemical injury, drug

overdose or reaction to a drug or medication or medical

treatment was a primary or secondary, direct or indirect,

contributory, aggravating or precipitating cause of death.

(5) A perioperative death in which the death is not

readilyv explainable on the basis of prior disease.

(6) A death in which the bodyv is unidentified or

unclaimed.

(7) A death known or suspected to be due to contagious

disease and constituting a public hazard.

(8) A death occurring in prison or a penal institution

or while in the custody of the police.

(9) A death of an individual whose body is to be

cremated, buried at sea or otherwise disposed of so as to be

unavailable for examination.

(10) A sudden and unexplained infant death.

(11) A stillbirth.

(b) Purpose.——The purpose of an investigation under

subsection (a) shall be to determine all of the following:

(1) The cause and manner of the death.

(2) If there is sufficient reason for the coroner to

believe that the death mav have resulted from a criminal act

or criminal neglect of an individual other than the deceased.
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(c) Reguirements.——-As part of an investigation under

subsection (a), the coroner shall determine the identity of the

deceased and notify the next of kin of the deceased.

§ 13919. Autopsy, ingquest and records.

(a) Autopsyv.—-—-If, after investigation, the coroner is unable

to determine the cause and manner of death, the coroner shall

perform or order an autopsy on the body.

(b) Inguest.——If the coroner is unable to determine the

cause and manner of death following an autopsy, the coroner may

conduct an inguest upon a view of the body as provided by law.

At the inguest, the coroner shall have the following duties:

(1) Ascertain the cause of death.

(2) Determine if an individual other than the deceased

was criminally responsible by act or neglect and the identity

of the individual who mav be responsible.

(3) Examine further evidence and witnesses regarding the

cause of death.

(c) Recording.—--The proceedings at the ingquest shall be

recorded, at the expense of the county, in a manner to be

provided by the county commissioners.

(d) Retention and disposal.--

(1) The coroner mayv retain a deoxyribonucleic acid

specimen for diagnostic, evidentiarv or confirmatory

purposes.

(2) Retained tissue, organs, blood, other bodily fluid,

gas or another specimen from an autopsy are medical waste and

shall be disposed of in accordance with applicable Federal

and State laws.

(e) Liability.—-—-A coroner who, in good faith, orders or

performs a medical examination or autopsy under statutory
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authority shall be immune from civil liability for damages for

ordering or performing the examination or autopsyv.

S 13920. Child deaths.

(a) Duties.—--A coroner shall perform or order an autopsv to

be conducted for the sudden unexplained death of a child who is

not more than three vears of age. If an autopsy is required, the

autopsy shall be conducted in the manner the coroner determines

is the least invasive manner appropriate.

(b) Investigation.—-—

(1) If the coroner determines that an investigation is

appropriate in the case of the death of a child who is not

more than three vears of age, the investigation shall include

the following information:

(i) Demographic information on the child and the

child's primaryv caregivers.

(ii) Witness interviews.
(iii) TInfant medical history.
(iv) Biological mother's prenatal history.
(v) TIncident scene investigation.
(vi) Scene and body diagrams.
(2) TIn conducting the investigation under paragraph (1),

the coroner shall consider nationally recognized standards

for pediatric death review.

(c) Deoxyribonucleic acid.—--A deoxvyvribonucleic acid sample

shall be collected for the purpose of aiding in the research of

the causes of sudden and unexplained infant deaths and to

provide genetic information as to the manner of death.

S 13921. Sudden death.

(a) Recognition.——The coroner shall recognize a death as

sudden if all of the following apply:
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(1) The death occurs without prior medical attendance by

an individual who may lawfully execute a certificate of death

in this Commonwealth.

(2) Within 24 hours of death the decedent:

(1) was discharged from medical attendance;

(i1) had a change of medical attendance occur; or

(iid) had medical attendance and the medical

attendant refuses or is unable to certify the cause of

death.

(b) Construction.—-—-Nothing in this section may be construed

to affect the coroner's discretion in determining if a death is

suspicious or to authorize a coroner to investigate a sudden

death further than necessary to determine the cause and manner

of death.

(c) Definition.—-—-As used in this section, the term "medical

attendance" shall include treatment or care at a facility

providing medical services, including a hospital, nursing home

and hospice service.

§ 13922. Prohibition on moving a body.

(a) Moving a body.—--Except as provided under subsection (b),

if a coroner has jurisdiction to investigate the facts and

circumstances of death, the body and the surroundings of the

body shall be left untouched until either of the following

occurs:

(1) The coroner has conducted an initial investigation

of the scene of death, including viewing and photographing

the scene in the manner that most fully discloses how the

individual died.

(2) The coroner directs or authorizes the touching of

the body and the surroundings of the body except as provided

20200SB1039PN1755 - 104 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

by law or as circumstances may regquire.

(b) Exception.——A body on a public thoroughfare or other

place may be moved if necessary for the administration of

emergency care and as a precaution against a traffic accident or

another serious conseqgquence that mayv reasonably be anticipated

if the body was left in place. The removal of the body shall be

done in a manner as to not substantially destroy or alter

possible evidence.

S 13923. Release of coroner's Jjurisdiction.

If a coroner assumes jurisdiction of a body under the

provisions of this chapter or anv other law, the body may not be

released or removed from the coroner's jurisdiction except upon

the coroner's directions and consent in accordance with law.

S 13924. Cooperation with district attornev.

In the exercise of duties under this chapter, the coroner

shall consult with and advise the district attorneyv as may be

practicable. The district attorney may act as counsel to the

coroner in matters relating to inguests.

§ 13925, Cooperation with other counties.

If one or more coroners deem it necessarv to establish a

facility for conducting forensic testing and autopsies, a county

may establish and operate the facility.

S 13926. Certificate of cause of death.

A coroner shall issue a certificate of cause of death in each

case:

(1) referred to the coroner by the local registrar of

vital statistics under the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304,

No.66), known as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953; or

(2) in which the coroner has jurisdiction and no

individual duly authorized by law certifies the cause of
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death.

S 13927, Subpoena and attachment.

The coroner may issue a subpoena and attachment, which shall

be served and executed by the sheriff, coroner or coroner's

deputy, for the following purposes:

(1) A death investigation.

(2) To obtain the attendance of an individual who may be

necessary to examine as a witness at an inguest.

(3) To compel attendance by attachment in a similar

manner and extent as a court of common pleas may do in a case

pending before the court.

(4) To compel the production of anv of the following:

(1) A paper.

(i1) A document in any form or media, including a

medical and mental health record.

(iii) Another object relative to the investigation

or inguest.

§ 13928. Jury.

(a) Jury.—-—-The coroner may summon a Jjury of six individuals

and two alternates to be selected from the jury panels of the

court of common pleas.

(b) Function.—-The function of the juryv shall be to

determine the manner of death and if a criminal act or neglect

of a known or unknown individual caused the death. The jury

shall be paid as provided by law in the same manner as jury

members serving the court of common pleas.

S 13929. Oaths.

The coroner may administer an oath and affirmation to an

individual brought or appearing before the coroner. An

individual who falsely swears or affirms during the examination
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commits perjury.

§ 13930. Commitment to county prison.

(a) Warrant.—-—-An individual may be committed by a coroner to

the county jail by warrant directed to the sheriff or a

constable of the countyv if while appearing before the coroner

for examination the individual refuses to:

(1) take an oath or affirmation; or

(2) answer a guestion asked by the coroner on the matter

of the ingquest after having been sworn or affirmed.

(b) Case reqguired.—--A warrant issued under subsection (a)

shall specifically set forth the cause of the commitment to

county jail.

(c) Length.--The individual shall remain committed to county

jJail until the individual submits to be sworn or affirmed,

answers the guestions of the coroner or is otherwise legally

discharged.

§ 13931. Excluded individuals.

The following apply:

(1) In counties of the second, second A, third, fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class, the coroner mav admit

or exclude any of the following:

(1) A member of the public from an inguest or a part

of an inguest.

(i) An individual interested or suspected from the

inguest or a part of an ingquest.

(2) An excluded individual may not appear by attorney.

(3)  An individual required to attend may have counsel at

the attendance.

(4) In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh and eighth class, representatives of the media may
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not be excluded from an inguest or part of an inguest unless

the representatives are personally interested or suspected

from the ingquest or part of the ingquest.

§ 13932. Vacancy.

(a) Removal, death or resignation.——-If a coroner is legally

removed from office, dies or resigns before the expiration of

the term for which the coroner was elected or appointed, the

chief deputy coroner shall execute the office of coroner,

perform related duties and receive and retain the compensation

provided by law for the coroner until another coroner is

appointed.

(b) Neglect or refusal.--Except as otherwise provided under

subsections (d) and (e), if an individual who is elected to the

office of coroner neglects or refuses, for the two months after

the election, to assume the duties of the office and to comply

with the requirements of the law, the office shall be deemed

vacant. The Governor shall notify the recorder of deeds and

appoint and commission a suitable individual to fill the vacancy

during the remainder of the term.

(c) Fees.—--A fee may not be charged on a commission issued

to the coroner under subsection (b).

(d) Exception in certain counties.—--In counties of the

second class A, the appointee of the Governor shall serve until

the first Monday of January next succeeding the first municipal

election which occurs at least two months after the wvacancy, at

which time a new coroner shall be elected. The appointee shall

be confirmed by the Senate if the Senate is in session.

(e) Medical examiner.--In counties of the second class, the

appointee to the office of medical examiner shall serve and the

term of office shall be as provided by county ordinance.
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S 13933. Anatomical gifts.

The coroner may order the removal of parts of a decedent's

body for donation purposes in accordance with 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 86

(relating to anatomical gifts).

§ 13934. Execution of office.

An individual elected or appointed to the office of coroner

may not execute any of the duties of the office before a

commission has been issued to the coroner by the Governor and

properly recorded. An individual who violates this section may

be sentenced to imprisonment for a term of not more than six

months. The individual shall be liable to a person injured by an

act done by the individual under authorityv of the office.

§ 13935. Records.

In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and

eighth classes, every coroner, within 30 dayvs after the end of

each vyear, shall deposit all official records and papers for the

preceding vear in the office of the prothonotary for the

inspection of interested members of the public.

SUBCHAPTER C

FEES AND COST RECOVERY

Sec.

13951. Disposition costs.

13952. Fees for reports.

§ 13951. Disposition costs.

(a) Cost of disposition.——If a legal representative makes a

claim to property after disposition of the deceased has occurred

at county expense, any property retained from the deceased by

the coroner in accordance with section 13915 (relating to

unclaimed property and sales) shall be subject to sale to cover

the cost of disposition with the balance, if anvy, going to the
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legal representatives. No property shall be sold under this

subsection unless the coroner has provided written notice to the

representative of all of the following:

(1) The costs of disposition.

(2) A list of the propertyv held in accordance with

section 13915.

(3) An opportunity to pay the costs of disposition

within 60 days of the notice.

(b) Costs of securing.--If the coroner secures the premises

of the deceased, the costs of securing the premises may be

charged against the estate of the deceased.

(c) Civil liability.—--A coroner who reasonably attempts to

secure or safequard anv real property where the deceased is

found and any personal property on or around the deceased is

immune from civil liability for damage to or loss of the

property or its contents.

§ 13952. Fees for reports.

The coroner shall charge and collect a fee of $500 for an

autopsy report, $100 for a toxicology report, $100 for an

inguisition or coroner's report, $50 for a cremation or

disposition authorization and other fees as mav be established

for other reports or documents requested by nongovernmental

agencies in order to investigate a claim asserted under a policy

of insurance or to determine liability for the death of the

deceased. The fees collected under this section shall be

accounted for and paid to the county treasurer in accordance

with section 14960 (relating to receipts and accounts of money

due county) and shall be used to defray the expenses involved in

the county complying with the training of coroners or coroner

office personnel, as mav be reguired or authorized under this
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part or any other act.

CHAPTER 141

PROTHONOTARY, CLERK OF COURTS, CLERK OF ORPHANS' COURT,

REGISTER OF WILLS AND RECORDER OF DEEDS

Sec.

14101. FElection of prothonotary, clerk of courts, clerk of

orphans' court, register of wills and recorder of

deeds.

14102. Office holders.

14103. Separate judicial districts.

14104. (Reserved) .

14105. Appointment of first deputies.

14106. (Reserved) .

14107. (Reserved) .

14107.1. (Reserved).

14108. (Reserved).
14109. (Reserved).
14110. (Reserved).
14111. (Reserved).

14112. Second deputy recorder.

14113. Clerks of recorder to administer oaths.
14114. (Reserved).
14115. (Reserved) .
14116. (Reserved).

S 14101. FElection of prothonotary, clerk of courts, clerk of

orphans' court, register of wills and recorder of

deeds.

At the municipal election preceding the expiration of the

term of office of a prothonotary, clerk of the courts of common

pleas, register of wills, clerk of orphans' court or recorder of
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deeds of any county and every four years thereafter, the

electors of the county shall elect an individual to fill the

office from the first Monday of January next succeeding the

election, for a term of four vears and until a successor is

elected and gualified. If, under this part or other law, it is

provided that two or more offices be held by the same

individual, only one individual may be elected to hold the

office.

S 14102. Office holders.

(a) Counties of the third and fourth classes.—--In counties

of the third and fourth classes, one individual shall hold the

office of prothonotary, one individual shall hold the office of

clerk of courts, one individual shall hold the offices of

register of wills and clerk of orphans' court and one individual

shall hold the office of recorder of deeds.

(b) Reconfiguration.——

(1) Notwithstanding subsection (a) or anvy other

provision of law, a county advancing from the fifth class to

fourth class as a result of Federal decennial census data

certified after the primarv election in the vear of a

municipal election mav maintain the configuration of offices

in effect in the county if the county, in consultation with

the president judge of the court of common pleas of the

county, deems appropriate.

(2) If a county subject to paragraph (1) determines that

reconfigquration of offices under subsection (a) or other

general law applicable to the holding of offices and to the

classification of the county is appropriate, the county shall

wait until the vear when the offices are next up for election

to initiate the reconfiguration.
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(c) Continuation.—--Notwithstanding subsection (a) or (b) or

any other provision of law, the county commissioners of a county

advancing from the fifth class to fourth class may adopt a

resolution providing that one individual shall continue to hold

the offices of prothonotarv and clerk of courts, unless an

applicable local law states otherwise.

(d) One office holder.--Notwithstanding subsection (a) or

(b) or anv other provision of law, the county commissioners of a

county advancing from the fifth class to fourth class may adopt

a resolution providing that one individual shall hold the

offices of register of wills, recorder of deeds and clerk of

orphans' court, unless an applicable local law states otherwise.

(e) Counties of the fifth class.—--In counties of the fifth

class, one individual shall hold the offices of prothonotary and

clerk of courts, one individual shall hold the offices of

register of wills and clerk of orphans' court and one individual

shall hold the office of recorder of deeds, unless an applicable

local law states otherwise.

(£) Counties advancing to fifth class.—-—-Notwithstanding

subsection (e) or anv other provision of law, the county

commissioners of a countv advancing from the sixth class to

fifth class may adopt a resolution providing that one individual

shall continue to hold the offices of register of wills,

recorder of deeds and clerk of orphans' court, unless an

applicable local law states otherwise.

(q) Counties of sixth and seventh classes.——In counties of

the sixth and seventh classes, one individual shall hold the

offices of prothonotary and clerk of courts and one individual

shall hold the offices of register of wills, recorder of deeds

and clerk of orphans' court, unless an applicable local law
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states otherwise.

(h) Counties of the eighth class.—-—-In counties of the eighth

class, one individual shall hold the offices of prothonotary,

clerk of courts, clerk of orphans' court, register of wills and

recorder of deeds, unless local laws applving to the county

shall otherwise provide.

(i) Applicability.--Nothing in this section shall be

construed to repeal the act of July 2, 1839 (P.L.559, No.193),

entitled "An act to provide for the election of Prothonotaries,

Clerks, Recorders, and Registers," or the provisions of any

other local law.

(1)  Offices not held.--

(1) A countv in which the offices under this chapter are

not held that seeks to provide for the holding of two or more

of the offices by the same individual may, at any time:

(i) apply the provisions of this section, in whole

or in part; and

(1ii) provide for the holding of the county offices

in the manner specified under this section for the class

of counties to which the countv belongs.

(2) The recombining of the offices under paragraph (1)

shall take effect in the year in which the offices are next

up_for election, at which time offices in the county shall be

held in accordance with the provisions of this section

authorizing the combining of the offices or any other general

law applicable to the holding of offices and to the

classification of the countv.

(k) Proceedings.—-—-The proceedings for a county to accept the

provisions of this section regarding the countyv's offices shall

be in accordance with section 14103 (relating to separate
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judicial districts) as applicable. Upon the expiration of the

term of a county officer affected by the proceeding, the

following apply:

(1) The office of the county officer shall be joined to

another county officer whose term still continues, and no

successor shall be elected to the office.

(2) If the terms of all officers affected expire at the

same time, upon expiration the offices shall be joined and

occupied by one individual elected at the preceding municipal

election.

§ 14103. Separate judicial districts.

(a) FElections.—-—-In each county containing 40,000

inhabitants, which has been created as a separate and

independent judicial district as provided by the Constitution of

Pennsvlvania, upon acceptance of the provisions of this section

under subsection (c) and at the expiration of the terms of the

offices in that county, there shall be:

(1) one individual elected to fill the office of

prothonotary;

(2) one individual elected to fill the office of the

clerk of the courts of common pleas;

(3) one individual elected to fill the office of

register of wills and clerk of the orphans' court; and

(4) one individual elected to fill the office of

recorder of deeds.

(b) Offices held.--In a county in which the offices under

this subsection were held on October 10, 1955, the offices shall

continue to be held and individuals shall continue to be elected

to fill the offices and are not subject to the acceptance of

provisions required under subsection (c).
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(c) Acceptance.—--Upon petition of the county commissioners,

the acceptance of the provisions of this section shall be

exercised by a decree of the court of common pleas of the

county. The petition and decree shall be recorded in the office

of the recorder of deeds of the county and in the office of the

Secretary of the Commonwealth.

S 14104. (Reserved) .

S 14105. Appointment of first deputies.

The recorder of deeds shall appoint one first deputy to act

for the death or resignation of the first deputv's principal or

when the office becomes vacant from other causes. The register

of wills shall appoint a deputy or deputies with powers and

duties specified under 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 9 (relating to register of

wills).

§ 14106. (Reserved).

§ 14107. (Reserved).

§ 14107.1. (Reserved).

§ 14108. (Reserved).

§ 14109. (Reserved).

§ 14110. (Reserved).

§ 14111. (Reserved).

§ 14112. Second deputy recorder.

The recorder of deeds may appoint a second deputy recorder of

deeds. A second deputy recorder of deeds shall possess and

discharge all the rights, powers and duties of the principal

deputy recorder of deeds during the principal deputyv's necessary

or temporary absence.

S 14113. Clerks of recorder to administer oaths.

The recorder of deeds may appoint one or more clerks emploved

in the recorder's office to administer ocaths and affirmations to
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1 all individuals pertaining to the business of the recorder's

2 office. Oaths and affirmations under this section shall have the

3 same force and effect as if administered by the recorder or

4 deputy recorder.

5 § 14114. (Reserved) .

6 § 14115. (Reserved).

7§ 14116. (Reserved) .

8 CHAPTER 143

9 DISTRICT ATTORNEY, ASSISTANTS AND DETECTIVES

10 Subchapter

11 A. District Attorney

12 B. Assistant and Acting District Attorneys, Stenographers
13 and Clerks

14 C. County Detectives

15 SUBCHAPTER A

16 DISTRICT ATTORNEY

17 Sec.

18 14301. District attorney, gqualifications, eligibility and

19 compensation.

20 14302. Duties of district attornev and entry of nolle proseqgui.

21 14303. Expenses incurred by district attorney.

22 14304. Filling of vacancies.

23 14305. Misconduct of district attorney.

24 14306. District attorney charged with crime.

25 14307. TILegal resources for district attorney.
26 14308. Police radio in counties of the third class.
27 14309. Prosecution by private counsel.

28 § 14301. District attorney, qgualifications, eligibility and

29 compensation.

30 (a) OQualifications.—--The district attorneyv must meet all of
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the following gualifications:

(1) Be a resident of the county.

(2) Be at least 25 vears of age.

(3) Be a citizen of the United States.

(4) Have been admitted to practice as an attorney before

the Supreme Court of Pennsvlvania for at least one vyear

before taking the oath of office.

(5) Have resided in the county for which the district

attorney is elected or appointed for one year prior to the

election or appointment.

(b) FEligibility.—--A district attorney mayv not be eligible

for a seat in the General Assembly or to anv other office under

the laws of this Commonwealth and the Constitution of

Pennsvlvania, except an office or commission under 51 Pa.C.S.

(relating to military affairs) in the militia of the

Commonwealth, the Pennsvlvania Guard or the Pennsvlvania

National Guard, during the district attorney's continuance in

office.

(c) Counties of the eighth class.—-—-In counties of the eighth

class, the district attorney shall be a full-time position if

any of the following apply:

(1) The county commissioners have, by ordinance, fixed

the services of the district attorney at full time. An

ordinance under this paragraph may not be made between the

first day for the circulation of nominating petitions for the

office of district attorney and Januaryv 1 of the subseguent

ear.

(2) The president judge of the county court of common

pleas orders that the office of district attorney shall be

full time. Upon motion of the district attorney, the
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president judge shall conduct a hearing and shall issue an

order whether the office of district attorneyv shall be full

time within 180 davs of the filing of the motion. The order

may be appealed by the district attorney or the county

commissioners in accordance with the Pennsvlvania Rules of

Appellate Procedure. An order under this paragraph shall take

effect 60 days after issuance. An order under this paragraph

directing that the office of district attorney be full time

shall be made if the president judge of the county court of

common pleas finds that two or more of the following factors

are present in the countv:

(1) The average caseload of felony, misdemeanor and

juvenile cases for the past five vears exceed 200 per

vear.

(i1) The average caselocad for homicide cases for the

past five years equal or exceed one per year.

(iid) The county has:

(A) a State correctional facility, juvenile

detention facility, vouth development center, vouth

forestryv camp, other licensed residential facility

serving children and vouth or mental health or

intellectual and developmental disability facility or

institution with a population exceeding 250

individuals; or

(B) more than one facilitv or institution listed

under clause (A) which have an aggregate population

exceeding 250 individuals.

(iv) A major controlled substances transportation

route passes through the county.

(v) The average number of convictions under 75
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1 Pa.C.S. § 3802 (relating to driving under influence of

2 alcohol or controlled substance) subject to the alcoholic
3 ignition interlock statutory provision requirements

4 exceeds 30 per year.

5 (vi) The county constitutes a single and separate

6 judicial district.

7 (d) Change prohibited.--Once the office of district attorney

8 becomes full time, the office may not be changed.

9 (e) Compensation.—--A full-time district attorney shall be

10 compensated at $1,000 lower than the compensation paid to a

11 Jjudge of the court of common pleas in the respective judicial

12 district.

13 (f) ITimitations.--

14 (1) Tn a county in which the office of district attorney
15 is full time, the district attorney shall devote full time to
16 the office.

17 (2) A district attorney may not derive other income as a
18 result of honorariums, profit shares or divisions of income
19 from a firm with which the district attorney was associated
20 prior to election of the district attorney. The limitation

21 under this paragraph may not be construed to preclude payment
22 of fees earned for legal work done prior to, but not

23 concluded until after the district attorney is made

24 full time, or until after being sworn in as a full-time

25 district attorney, whichever is earlier.

26 (3) The district attorney may not engage in private

27 practice and must be completely disassociated with any firm
28 with which the district attorney was affiliated prior to the
29 earlier of being made full time or being sworn in as a full-
30 time district attorney. The district attorney-elect may not
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accept anv civil or criminal cases after being elected to the

office.

(g) Outside practice.—--A part—-time district attorney may

have an outside practice and shall be compensated at 40% of the

annual salaryv pavable to a judge of the court of common pleas of

the jJudicial district of the countvy.

(h) Full time.--Except as provided in subsection (c), an

office of district attorney that was part time on January 2,

2012, shall become full time as of that date.

(i) Professional conduct.--

(1) A district attorney shall be subject to the Rules of

Professional Conduct and the canons of ethics as applied to

judges in the courts of common pleas insofar as the canons

apply to salaries, full-time duties and conflicts of

interest.

(2) A complaint by a resident of a county that a full-

time district attornev may be in violation of this section

shall be made to the Disciplinarv Board of the Supreme Court

of Pennsvlvania. If any substantive basis is found that a

violation has been committed, the Disciplinarv Board of the

Supreme Court of Pennsvlvania shall proceed in the manner

prescribed by the rules of the Supreme Court of Pennsvlvania

and make a recommendation for disciplinary action as the

Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsvlvania deems

advisable. If the Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of

Pennsvlvania deems the violation so grave as to warrant

removal from office, the prothonotary of the Supreme Court of

Pennsvlvania shall transmit its findings to the Speaker of

the House of Representatives for the action as the House of

Representatives deems appropriate under Article VI of the
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Constitution of Pennsvlvania.

(1)  Reimbursement.--The Commonwealth shall annually

reimburse each county with a full-time district attorney an

amount equal to 65% of the district attornev's salary.

§ 14302. Duties of district attornev and entryv of nolle

prosequi.

The district attorney shall sign each bill of indictment and

conduct in court each criminal and other prosecution, in the

name of the Commonwealth or, if the Commonwealth is a party,

that arises in the countyv for which the district attorney is

elected, and perform all the duties which, prior to May 3, 1850,

were performed by deputy attornevs general. The duties conferred

shall be in addition to all other duties given to the district

attorney by other acts.

S 14303. FExpenses incurred by district attorney.

All necessary expenses incurred by the district attorney or

the district attorney's assistants or an officer directed by the

district attornev in the investigation of crime and the

apprehension and prosecution of persons charged with or

suspected of the commission of crime, upon approval by the

district attornev and the court, shall be paid bv the county

from the general funds of the county. If a defendant is

convicted and sentenced to pay the costs of prosecution and

trial, the expenses of the district attorneyv in connection with

the prosecution shall be considered a part of the costs of the

case and shall be paid by the defendant.

§ 14304. Filling of vacancies.

(a) Counties of second class A or third class.—--If a vacancy

occurs in the office of district attorney in a county of the

second class A or third class, either by death, resignation,
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removal from office or from the county or otherwise, the judges

of the court of common pleas shall fill the wvacancy by the

appointment of a competent individual to fill the office during

the balance of the unexpired term.

(b) Counties of fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth

class.——If a vacancy occurs in the office of district attorney

in a county of the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth

class, the first assistant district attorney shall become

district attorneyv and discharge the duties of the district

attorney until the first Monday in January following the next

municipal election occurring not less than 90 dayvs after the

occurrence of the vacancy. If the first assistant district

attorney is unwilling or unable to serve, the judges of the

court of common pleas shall fill the vacancy by the appointment

of a competent individual to fill the office until the first

Monday in January following the next municipal election

occurring not less than 90 days after the occurrence of the

vacancy.

S 14305. Misconduct of district attornev.

(a) Offense defined.—-If a district attornev willfullv and

corruptly demands, takes or receives a fee or reward other than

as prescribed by law for official duties executed by the

district attorney in a criminal proceeding or if the district

attorney commits willful and gross negligence in the execution

of the duties of the office, the district attorney commits a

misdemeanor in office and, upon conviction, shall be sentenced

to pavy a fine not exceeding $1,000 and to undergo imprisonment

not exceeding one vear.

(a.1) Declaration of vacancv.—--If a district attornev is

found guilty under subsection (a), the office of the district
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attorney shall be declared vacant.

(b) Notice and probable cause.--

(1) Upon complaint in writing charging a district

attorney with willful and gross negligence in the execution

of the duties of the office, the court shall provide notice

of the complaint to the district attorney and of the time

fixed by the court for a hearing.

(2) A complaint under paragraph (1) shall be:

(i) filed in the court of common pleas of the county

in which the district attorney prosecutes the pleas of

the Commonwealth; and

(ii) verified by oath or affirmation of the person

in whose name the complaint has been filed.

(3) If after the hearing the court finds that there is

probable cause for the complaint, the court shall hand over

or commit the district attorney to answer the complaint in

due course of law. If the court finds that there is no

probable cause for the complaint, the court shall dismiss the

complaint, with reasonable costs to be assessed by the court.

S 14306. District attornevy charged with crime.

If a district attorneyv is charged with a crime or

misdemeanor, before or bound over or committed by a court to

answer for willful and gross negligence in the execution of the

duties of the office, the court shall appoint a competent

attorney to prepare an indictment against the district attorney

and to prosecute the district attornev on behalf of the

Commonwealth until final judgment. The attorneyv shall be paid by

the county for services a reasonable compensation to be fixed by

the court. Tf the district attorney is convicted of a crime for

which that individual may be sentenced to imprisonment by
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separate or solitary confinement at labor, the office shall be

declared vacant by the court.

S 14307. Legal resources for district attornevy.

The county commissioners may purchase, for the use of the

office of the district attorney, out of the funds of the county,

law books and other legal research resources as may be selected

by the district attorney and, in counties of the third, fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth classes, as approved by the

president judge of the court.

S 14308. Police radio in counties of the third class.

The district attorney of a county of the third class may,

with the consent and approval of the county commissioners and at

the expense of the county, purchase and maintain a short wave

police radio receiving and transmitting set and the necessary

accessory equipment, to be installed and used in the office of

the district attorney.

S 14309. Prosecution by private counsel.

If a district attornev neglects or refuses to prosecute in

due form of law a criminal charge regularly returned to the

district attorney or to the court or if at any stage of the

proceedings the district attorney and the private counsel

employved by the prosecutor differ as to the manner of conducting

the trial, the prosecutor may present a petition to the court,

specifving the character of the complaint, and verify the

petition by affidavit. If the court is of the opinion that it is

a proper case for a criminal proceeding or prosecution, the

court mayv direct a private counsel emploved by the prosecutor to

conduct the entire proceeding and, if an indictment is

necessary, to verifyv the indictment by the private counsel's own

signature as fullyv as the indictment could be done by the
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district attorney.

SUBCHAPTER B

ASSISTANT AND ACTING DISTRICT ATTORNEYS,

STENOGRAPHERS AND CLERKS

Sec.

14320. Assistant district attorneys.

14321. Designation, powers and duties of first assistant.
14322. (Reserved).

14323. (Reserved).

14324. Temporary court appointment in counties of the third,

fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class.

14325. Indictment and cost clerk in counties of the fourth

class.

14326. Stenographers and clerks.

S 14320. Assistant district attorneys.

(a) Appointment of assistants.—--The district attorney may

appoint assistants who are licensed to practice law in this

Commonwealth to assist in the discharge of the district

attornev's duties. The number of assistants and salary shall be

fixed by the countv salarv board.

(b) Appointment of temporarv assistants in certain

counties.——-In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh and eighth class, the district attorney may appoint

temporary assistants who are licensed to practice law in this

Commonwealth to assist in the discharge of duties, as provided

by contract or other personnel agreement with the county or the

district attorneyv. An attornev at law, including a deputy

Attorney General or an attornev emploved by the Commonwealth,

may be appointed under this subsection.

(c) Violation and remedy.--
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(1) In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh and eighth class, an allegation of a violation of

this section must be timely raised prior to the participation

of the prosecutor accused of the wviolation.

(2) The exclusive remedy for a violation of this section

shall be removal by guo warranto of the prosecutor from the

appointment that is in violation of this section.

(d) Applicability.--Subsections (b) and (c) shall apply to

all cases pending on June 18, 1998, and each case thereafter,

including cases on posttrial or on appeal.

S 14321. Designation, powers and duties of first assistant.

The following shall apply:

(1) If more than one assistant district attorney is

appointed, the district attorneyv shall designate one

assistant as the first assistant.

(2) The first assistant or the assistant district

attorney if only one is appointed shall, in the absence of

the district attorney from the jurisdiction or during the

district attorney's inability to perform the duties of the

office through sickness or other cause, be vested with all

the duties, powers and privileges given by law to the

district attornev and generally shall be empowered to do and

perform all things in connection with the office that the

district attorney is authorized to do or perform.

(3) In case of an incapacity of the district attorney or

the first assistant, or both, a duty, power or privilege may

be exercised by other assistant district attornevs, if anvy,

as may be designated by the district attorney.

S 14322. (Reserved) .

S 14323. (Reserved) .
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S 14324. Temporary court appointment in counties of the third,

fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class.

The court of common pleas of a county of the third, fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class shall temporarily appoint

a district attorney if the district attornev and the assistants

are absent from the court. An individual appointed under this

section shall perform the duties of the office until the reqgular

district attorneyv or one of the assistants appears in person to

perform the duties and shall be paid by the county as may be

fixed by the court.

S 14325. Indictment and cost clerk in counties of the fourth

class.

The district attorney of a county of the fourth class, in

addition to other assistants authorized in this subchapter, may

appoint an assistant who is licensed to practice law in this

Commonwealth as an indictment and cost clerk to assist the

district attorneyv in the discharge of the district attorney's

duties.

S 14326. Stenographers and clerks.

The salary board in a county may provide for the appointment

by the district attornev of clerks and stenographers in the

district attorney's office as mav be deemed necessary for the

proper dispatch of business.

SUBCHAPTER C

COUNTY DETECTIVES

Sec.

14340. Appointment, duties and compensation of county

detectives.

14341. Appointment of special detective with approval of court.

S 14340. Appointment, duties and compensation of county
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detectives.
(a) Counties of second class A, third and fourth class.--
(1) In counties of the second class A, the district

attorney may appoint one chief county detective, an assistant

chief county detective and as many county detectives,

sergeants, special county detectives and junior county

detectives as the county salary board shall fix.

(2) In counties of the third and fourth classes, the

district attornev may appoint one chief county detective, one

assistant county detective and other county detectives as the

countv salaryv board may authorize.

(b) Counties of fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class.--In

counties of the fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class, the

district attornev may appoint one chief county detective and

other county detectives as the county salary board may

authorize.

(c) Duties.—--County detectives are subject to the orders of

the district attorneyv and shall:

(1) Investigate and make reports to the district

attorney as to the conduct in office of magistrates,

constables, deputv constables and other officers connected

with the administration of criminal law.

(2) Make investigations and endeavor to obtain evidence

reqguired by the district attorney in criminal cases.

(3) Perform other duties as the district attorney may
direct.
(d) Powers.-—-

(1) County detectives shall be general police officers

and shall have the powers conferred on constables by the laws

of this Commonwealth relating to criminal law and procedures.
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(2) In counties of the second class A, county detectives

shall serve subpoenas in cases in which the Commonwealth is a

partyv in a court of record.

(e) Fees and compensation.--

(1) In counties of the second class A, county detectives

of everyv grade and rank may not be entitled to receive fees

but shall receive a salary as fixed by the county salary

board and necessary traveling expenses. Upon verification by

affidavit of a detective and approval by the district

attorney, the salaryv and expenses of the detective shall be

paid out of the treasury of the county on a certificate

issued by the district attorney directed to the controller of

the countv, who shall order warrants for the amounts

according to law.

(2) In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh and eighth class, county detectives of every grade

and rank, in addition to an annual salary, shall be allowed

all expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the

performance of the duties. The salaries and expenses shall be

paid by the county as provided by law. County detectives

shall not be entitled to fees.

S 14341. Appointment of special detective with approval of

court.

If the court of common pleas and district attorney deem it

necessary for a particular and temporary assignment, the

district attorneyv of a county, with the approval of the county

salary board, may appoint a special detective, whose duty it

shall be to assist in obtaining evidence as directed bv the

district attorney for the Commonwealth and to perform other

duties as the court may direct. The special detective shall be:
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(1) Allowed expenses necessarily and actually incurred

in the performance of duties.

(2) A general police officer and have all the powers

that are conferred on constables under the existing laws of

this Commonwealth relating to crimes or criminal procedure.

CHAPTER 145

SATLARTES OF COUNTY OFFICERS

sec.

14501. Salaries of county officers.

14502. Insurance and other employee benefits.
§ 14501. Salaries of county officers.

(a) Amount.--Except as otherwise provided under this part or

other applicable law, salary and changes in salaryv of county

officers shall be set in accordance with the act of November 1,

1971 (P.L.495, No.113), entitled "An act providing for the

compensation of county officers in counties of the second

through eighth classes, for compensation of district attorneys

in cities and counties of the first class, for compensation of

district election officers in all counties, for the disposition

of fees, for filing of bonds in certain cases and for duties of

certain officers.”

(b) Construction.—-—-Nothing in this part shall be construed

as affecting the salaries of county officers existing as of the

effective date of this section.

S 14502. Insurance and other employee benefits.

In addition to other authorized compensation, county

commissioners and other county officers and their dependents

shall be eligible for inclusion in group life, health,

hospitalization, medical service and accident insurance plans or

other employee benefits, or pavments made in lieu of the
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1 Dbenefits, paid in whole or in part by the county, if the plans,

2 benefits or pavments are offered generally to emplovees of the

3 county.
4 CHAPTER 147
5 FEES OF SALARIED COUNTY OFFICERS AND SALARY BOARDS

6 Subchapter

7 A. Fees of Salaried County Officers

8 B. Salary Boards

9 C. (Reserved)
10 SUBCHAPTER A
11 FEES OF SATLARTIED COUNTY OFFICERS
12 Sec.

13 14701. Fees belonging to county.

14 14702. System of accounts and fees paid to county treasurer.
15 14703. Penalty for receiving gratuities or percentages.
16 14704. False swearing to county accounts, bills or transcripts.

17 14705. Officers to be paid salaries.

18 14706. (Reserved) .

19 14707. Monthly returns.

20 14708. Pavment of certain officers.
21 147009. Salaries in lieu of fees.
22 14710. Rights of action and remedies for collection of fees.

23 § 14701. Fees belonging to county.

24 (a) General rule.--Except as provided under law, fees that

25 an elected or appointed county officer is legally authorized,

26 required or entitled to charge or receive belong to the county.

27 (b) Collection and receipt.—--Fach county officer shall

28 exact, collect and receive all fees to and for the use of the

29 county, except taxes and fees as are levied by the Commonwealth,

30 which shall be to and for the use of the Commonwealth.
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(c) Use.——No county officer shall use fees received for

official services for any purpose except for the use of the

county or the Commonwealth.

§ 14702. System of accounts and fees paid to county treasurer.

(a) System of accounts.—--Fach county officer receiving fees

shall keep a system of accounts, the form of which shall be

prescribed by the controller, or, if that office does not exist,

by the county auditors, on which entry shall be made of all the

money received for fees and of all money earned and chargeable

upon the county, specifving the dayv and date, the title of the

case, i1f applicable, for what service and from whom received.

(b) Duties of officer.—--At the times designated by

resolution of the countv commissioners but not later than the

10th day of each month, each officer shall:

(1) Pay to the county treasurer all fees received for

each designated period. Duplicate receipts shall be taken,

one of which the treasurer shall deposit with the county

controller or the chief clerk if the office of controller

does not exist.

(2) Deposit with the countv controller, or in counties

without a controller, with the countyv auditors a transcript,

in detail, of the officer's system of accounts for the

preceding month. The officer shall make oath or affirmation

before the county controller or the county auditors if the

office of controller does not exist that the transcript

contains a true and correct list of all the fees received,

earned or chargeable upon the county for services rendered in

the office, either by the officer, deputies or clerks, during

the preceding month that the fees were severally charged and

collected at reqular rates and that the officer has not
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received and is not to receive, for any official services or

duty, any other fees than those entered on the transcript.

(c) Duties of county controller or county auditor.—-—-The

county controller, or the county auditors in counties without a

controller, shall receive, audit and verifv the returns for the

preceding month and charge the county treasurer with the money

for fees paid in.

(d) Fees for another office.—-—-If fees are paid to an office

for services rendered or to be rendered by another office, the

officer receiving the fees shall specifyv the fees on the account

book and on the transcript reflecting the office to which the

fees are due.

§ 14703. Penaltyv for receiving gratuities or percentages.

(a) Prohibited conduct.—-—-An officer under this subchapter

may not:

(1) Receive or stipulate to receive, from a deputy,

clerk or anvy person awarded a contract, money as percentage

on the salaries of the deputy or clerk or on the amounts or

profits of the contract or monev as compensation for making

the appointment or contract.

(2) Neglect to render the accounts or to pay over the

money received for fees as required by this subchapter.

(3) Willfully neglect to make proper entry in the book

required to be kept.

(4) Willfully neglect to charge the fees allowed by law

for any official services.

(5) Take any fees for the officer's own use.

(6) Fail to comply with any of the provisions of this
subchapter.

(7) Neglect to discharge any of the duties imposed on
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the office.

(b) Penalty.—--A violation of subsection (a) shall be deemed

a misdemeanor in office, and, in addition to other applicable

penalties, the officer shall, upon conviction, refund the moneyvy

unlawfully received and shall be deemed incapable of holding the

office.
§ 14704. False swearing to county accounts, bills or
transcripts.
(a) Perjury.—--A county officer under this subchapter or

another individual who willfully swears or affirms falsely as to

the accuracy of an account, transcript or bill required in this

subchapter or in making an affidavit in reference to the

account, transcript or bill, commits perjury and, upon

conviction, shall be liable to the punishment prescribed by law

for perjury.

(b) Subornation of perjury.—--An individual who procures

another individual to swear or affirm falsely in verifving any

account, transcript or bill, or in making an affidavit in

reference to the account, transcript or bill, commits

subornation of perjurv and, upon conviction, shall be liable to

the punishment prescribed by law for that offense.

S 14705. Officers to be paid salaries.

Each county officer and their deputies and clerks shall be

paid for services rendered by fixed and specific salaries as

follows:

(1) The salaries of each officer, deputy and clerk shall

be paid out of the treasury of the county which the officer,

deputy or clerk serve to the extent that the fees collected

and paid in by each officer respectively or earned if fees

are chargeable upon the county treasury, except as provided
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in section 14708 (relating to pavment of certain officers).

(2) The salaries shall be paid weekly, biweekly,

semimonthly or monthlyv during the month in which the services

were rendered, at the discretion of the county commissioners.

(3) A voucher check or warrant may not be drawn for the

payvment of an officer, deputy or clerk who has not filed the

receipt and transcript for the month as provided under this

subchapter.

S 14706. (Reserved) .

§ 14707. Monthly returns.

(a) Separate returns and pavment.—--Fach county officer shall

make a separate return to the Department of Revenue of all taxes

or fees collected or earned for the Commonwealth by the officer,

if any, at the same time that monthlyv returns are made under

section 14702 (relating to svystem of accounts and fees paid to

county treasurer). The taxes, fees and other amounts due to the

Commonwealth shall be paid over as reqgquired, but not more often

than monthly, unless specifically provided by law or regulation.

(b) Commissions.——All commissions on the collection of taxes

and fees for the Commonwealth shall be deemed and taken as part

of the regular fees of the county officer collecting and shall

be accounted for accordingly.

(c) Applicability of section.—--This section applies only to

the reporting and payment of any taxes or fees and to the

treatment of commissions as are not otherwise provided for by

law.

S 14708. Pavment of certain officers.

The following shall apply:

(1) The following individuals shall be paid weekly,

biweekly, semimonthly or monthly, at the discretion of the
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county commissioners:

(i) The county solicitor.
(ii) County prison warden.
(1ii) County commissioners.

(iv) County controller.

(v) County surveyor or engineer.

(vi) County detectives.

(vii) County treasurer.

(viii) TInterpreter of courts.

(ix) District attorney and assistants of the

district attornev.

(x) In counties of the sixth, seventh and eighth

class, all county officers for whom a salarv is fixed byv

law and the deputies, clerks and employees of their

respective offices.

(2) The county officers listed under paragraph (1) shall

be paid the full amount allowed under law, but all fees and

emoluments that may accrue by virtue of an office shall be

paid by the officer or employee to the county treasurer as

directed by law, and all other officers shall be paid the

amounts assigned in accordance with this subchapter.

S 14709. Salaries in lieu of fees.

Except to the extent this section mav be inconsistent with

any other express provision of this part, the salaries fixed and

provided by law for county officers shall be in lieu of money,

fees, perguisites or mileage expenses and other allowances

received or allowed to any officer. All money, fees, perqguisites

or mileage expenses and other allowances, not governed by the

exceptions, shall belong to the county and shall be paid into

the county treasury, except if required to be paid to the

20200SB1039PN1755 - 137 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

Commonwealth in the manner provided by this subchapter for fees.

S 14710. Rights of action and remedies for collection of fees.

All rights of action and all other remedies granted or

extended to a salaried county officer under this subchapter for

the collection of the officer's respective fees are extended and

shall inure to the benefit of counties for the collection of all

fees and costs that may accrue to counties under the provisions

of this subchapter.

SUBCHAPTER B

SALARY BOARDS

Sec.

14720. Salaries and compensation.

14721. Fees.

14722. Salary boards.

14723. Number and compensation of officers, deputies,

assistants, clerks and employees and revisions of

salary schedules.

14724. (Reserved) .
14725. Procedure and action of salary board.
S 14720. Salaries and compensation.

The salaries and compensation of county officers shall be as

provided under law. The salaries and compensation of all

appointed officers and emplovees who are paid from the county

treasury shall be fixed by the salary board established under

section 14722 (relating to salary boards). The board of county

commissioners shall have the sole power and responsibility to

represent judges of the court of common pleas in proceedings

before the Pennsvlvania Labor Relations Board or collective

bargaining negotiations involving emplovees paid from the county

treasury, the county and all elected or appointed county

20200SB1039PN1755 - 138 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

officers having employment powers over the affected emplovees.

The powers authorized by the county commissioners under this

section shall not affect the hiring, discharging and supervising

rights and obligations with respect to emplovees as mav be

vested in the judges or other county officers.

§ 14721. Fees.

(a) General rule.—--A county officer shall charge and collect

the fees, mileage and emoluments of the office for the officer's

own use or for the use of the county, as provided by law.

(b) Payvment of fees.--Fees, mileage and emoluments shall be

paid to the county treasurer.

(c) Timing of pavment.--Fees, mileage and emoluments shall

be paid on or before the 10th dayv of each month unless otherwise

required.
S 14722. Salary boards.

A salary board is created in each county. The following

apply:

(1) The salarv board shall consist of the three

individual members of the county commissioners and:

(i) the county controller; or

(ii) for counties without a controller, the county
Lreasurer.
(2) The chairperson of the county commissioners shall be

chairperson of the salary board.

(3) The county controller or county treasurer, as the

case mayv be, shall be secretaryv of the board.

(4) The salarv board shall meet and organize on the

first Monday of January of each vear.

§ 14723. Number and compensation of officers, deputies,

assistants, clerks and employvees and revisions of
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salary schedules.

(a) Setting numbers and compensation.—--The following apply:

(1) At each annual meeting, the salaryv board, subject to

limitations imposed by law, shall fix the compensation of

each appointed county officer and the number and compensation

of the following who are paid from the county treasurvy:

(1) all deputies, assistants, clerks and other

individuals whose compensation is paid out of the county

treasury, except emplovees of county officers who are

paid by fees and not by salary;

(id) all court criers, tipstaves and other court

employees; and

(1ii) all officers, clerks, stenographers and

employees appointed by the judges of a court.

(2) Between annual salary board meetings as required by

a judge, county officer or executive head of a separate

board, commission or division whose deputies', assistants',

clerks' and emplovees' numbers or compensation is sought to

be fixed, the board shall meet and consider and shall fix and

determine the numbers and compensation.

(3) All salaries fixed under this part shall be paid out

of the county treasuryv in the manner provided by law.

(b) Effect of section.--

(1) Upon action by the salary board under subsection

(a) , the number and compensation of all the officers,

deputies, assistants, clerks and individuals are repealed.

(2) If a salary board fails to fix the number or

compensation of an officer, deputy, assistant, clerk or other

employee as reguired under this section, the number and

compensation shall continue, as fixed by or in accordance
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with law with the same effect as though the number and

compensation had been fixed by the salary board, but the

salary board mav fix any number or compensation at a later

time and with similar effect.

S 14724. (Reserved) .

S 14725, Procedure and action of salary board.

(a) Attendance by officer or executive head.--Except as

otherwise provided in this part, when the salary board considers

the number or salaries of the deputies or other employvees of a

county office or agency, the officer or the executive head of

the agency shall sit as a member of the board until the matter

affecting the office or agency is resolved.

(b) Attendance by president judge.--When the board considers

the number or salaries of court employees, the president Jjudge

of the court shall sit as a member of the board until the matter

affecting the court criers, tipstaves or employees of the court

is resolved.

(c) Attendance by certain judges.--

(1) When the board considers the number or salaries of

the officers or emplovees appointed by a judge of a court,

the Judge shall sit as a member of the board until the matter

affecting the judge's appointees is resolved.

(2) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, in counties

of the second class A, when the board considers the number or

salaries of the emplovees of the prison board, the president

judge of the court of common pleas shall sit as a member of

the board, and the board shall fix the number and salaries of

the employvees.

(d) Majorityv decision and minute book.--The following apply:

(1) The decision of a majority of members of the salary
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1 board shall govern.

2 (2) Fach salary board shall keep a correct minute book
3 of the board's proceedings in all cases heard and determined.
4 The minute book shall be a public record.

5 SUBCHAPTER C

6 (Reserved)

7 CHAPTER 149

8 FISCAL AFFATIRS

9 Subchapter

10 A. Fiscal Policy and Systems

11 B. Accounts, Audits and Reports by Controller or Auditors
12 C. Disbursals of County Money

13 D. County Treasury and County Depositories
14 E. (Reserved)

15 F. Budgets

16 G. Sinking Fund Commission

17 SUBCHAPTER A

18 FISCAL POLICY AND SYSTEMS
19 Sec.

20 14901. Functions of county commissioners.

21 14901.1. Billing and collection of third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

22 seventh and eighth class county taxes.

23 14901.2. Collection of tax on real property from rent paid to

24 owner in county of the second class A.

25 14902. TFunctions of controller.

26 14903. Accounts of officers.

27 14904. Custody of documents.

28 14905. Financial records.

29 14906. Investment of moneyv.

30 § 14901. Functions of county commissioners.
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The county commissioners shall be the responsible managers

and administrators of the fiscal affairs of their respective

county in accordance with this part and other applicable law.

S 14901.1. Billing and collection of third, fourth, fifth,

sixth, seventh and eighth class county taxes.

(a) County institution district taxes.—--The county

commissioners of each county of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh and eighth class may, by resolution, provide for the

billing and collecting of all countyv and county institution

district taxes levied within a third class city and may, in the

resolution, vest the county treasurer with the duties and

responsibilities of billing and collecting all the taxes. The

resolution shall be adopted by the county, and the city

treasurer shall be notified of adoption of the resolution no

later than the first day for the circulation of nomination

petitions for the office of tax collector within the county and

shall take effect upon the first day of the next succeeding term

of office of tax collector following adoption of the resolution.

(b) County taxes.——-The county commissioners of each county

of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class

mav, bv resolution, provide for the billing and collection of

all countyv taxes in municipalities existing or organized under

53 Pa.C.S. Pt. ITI Subpt. E (relating to home rule and optional

plan government) or under the former act of April 13, 1972

(P.1..184, No.62), known as the Home Rule Charter and Optional

Plans Law, that have eliminated the elective office of tax

collector, by the authorities empowered to levy those taxes, and

by resolution, vest in the county treasurer the duties and

responsibilities of billing and collecting county taxes in those

municipalities.
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1 (c) Vacancy in office.—--Notwithstanding any law to the

2 contrary, if, as a result of a vacancy in the office of elected

3 tax collector in a municipality within a county of the third,

4 fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class, an emplovyee oOr

5 paid official of the municipality is appointed or directed byv

6 the governing body of the municipality to assume the duties of

7 tax collector, the county commissioners may, by resolution,

8 provide, until a successor tax collector is elected in

9 accordance with law, for the following:

10 (1) the county treasurer to have the duties and

11 responsibilities of billing and collecting all county and

12 county institution district taxes levied within the

13 municipality;

14 (2) payment to the municipality, rather than the

15 employee or paid official appointed or directed by the

16 governing body of the municipality to assume the duties of

17 tax collector, the compensation that otherwise would be

18 attributable to the billing and collecting of county and

19 county institution district taxes levied within the

20 municipality; or

21 (3) an agreement with the tax collector in an adjoining

22 or conveniently located municipality to assume the duties of

23 the tax collector and receive the compensation that otherwise
24 would be attributable to the billing and collecting of county
25 and county institution district taxes levied within the

26 municipality.

27 (d) Duties passing to county treasurer.--Notwithstanding any

28 law _to the contrary, if, as a result of a vacancy in the office

29 of elected tax collector in a municipality, the county treasurer

30 4is appointed or directed by the county commissioners to bill and
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collect all county and county institution district taxes within

the municipality, the governing body of the municipality and the

county commissioners mav, by agreement, provide that the county

treasurer shall have the duties and responsibilities of billing

and collecting all taxes levied by the municipality in

accordance with section 4.4 of the act of May 25, 1945

(P.L.1050, No.394), known as the ILocal Tax Collection law.

(e) Appointment of other employees.——The county

commissioners may appoint other employees as may be necessary to

carry out the provisions of this section.

(f) Compensation.--

(1) Except as otherwise provided in the Local Tax

Collection Law, the compensation of personnel and other

expenses of billing and collecting county and county

institution district taxes under this section shall be paid

out of the general fund in the county treasury.

(2) Except for the county treasurer, the compensation

and number of emplovees shall be governed by Chapter 147

(relating to fees of salaried county officers and salary

boards) .

(3) If the county treasurer is designated as the

collector of the county and county institution district

taxes, the county treasurer may not receive added

compensation for performing these functions.

(q) Treasurer.——-The county treasurer shall be governed by

the Tocal Tax Collection Law.

S 14901.2. Collection of tax on real property from rent paid to

owner in county of the second class A.

(a) Rental income.—-If the owner of residential or

commercial real property that is located in a county of the
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second class A and subject to a claim owed to the county under

the act of May 16, 1923 (P.L.207, No.153), referred to as the

Municipal Claim and Tax Lien lLaw, derives any rental income from

the property, the county treasurer shall notify the property

owner in writing of the property owner's duty to remit the

rental income to the office of the county treasurer. The rent

remitted shall be applied to the amount of tax owed to the

county, with any interest or penalties due, until the claim is

paid in full.

(b) Notice.—--The notice under subsection (a) shall include

the amount of the claim on the property, including interest and

penalties, and each date the rental income is to be remitted.

I1f, after 15 days of the date or dates specified in the notice,

the property owner fails to remit the rental income, the county

may immediately begin the judicial sale process under the

Municipal Claim and Tax Lien Law.

S 14902. Functions of controller.

(a) Duties.--

(1) Subject to the power and duty of the county

commissioners to manage and administer the fiscal affairs of

the county, the controller shall supervise the fiscal affairs

of the county, including the related accounts and official

acts of all officers or other individuals who shall collect,

receive, hold or disburse or be charged with the management

or custody of the public assets of the county. The

discretionaryv powers of the controller shall be applicable to

matters or official acts involving the accounts and

transactions of officers or other persons of the county,

including those indicated in section 14905 (relating to

financial records). The discretionaryv policies of the
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controller may not be applicable to the establishment and

adoption of the fiscal policies of the county commissioners.

(2) The following shall apply:

(1) The controller may only refuse to authorize a

fiscal transaction which:

(A) Is, by law, subject to the controller's

supervision or control and it appears that a

transaction:
(I) Ts not authorized by law.
(IT) Has not been undertaken according to
law.
(ITT) Has not received approval according to
law.

(B) The controller desires upon reasonable

grounds to investigate for or has already discovered

fraud, flagrant abuse of public office or a criminal

act or neglect of an officer or other person of the

county relating to their public accounts and

transactions.

(ii) The controller may reguire from the officer or

other person, in writing, an account of each asset which

may have come into the officer's or person's control.

(iid) Immediately on the discovery of a default or

delinguency, the controller shall report the discovery to

the county commissioners and the district attorney of the

county for prosecution as may be warranted and shall take

immediate measures to secure the public assets.

(b) Report of audit.--Under subsection (a), the county

commissioners, for the purpose of meeting Federal or State

requirements, may issue a request for proposals for and contract
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with an independent certified public accountant or employ a

public accountant for the purpose of preparing or conducting a

report or audit of the fiscal affairs of the county, independent

of or in addition to, the audit conducted by the county

controller or auditors. The controller shall be afforded an

opportunity to comment on the request for proposals prior to

issuance and the contract prior to execution. The contracts

shall supplement, but not replace, the official acts and audits

of the controller.

S 14903. Accounts of officers.

(a) Furnishing information.-—-If requested by the county

commissioners, the controller shall furnish a detailed account

of an officer or other individual having in that individual's

possession or under that individual's control monev belonging to

the county, and shall, during reqular office hours, give

information regarding the accounts to a taxpayer of the county

demanding the account.

(b) Information regarding financial institutions.-—--

(1) The controller shall have the power and authority to

reguire each countv officer to make a guarterlv statement

with respect to monev in the officer's possession or control

as a county officer, showing the amount of cash on hand and

the amount deposited in banks, banking institutions and trust

companies, together with the names of the institutions.

(2) The controller shall have power to examine each

account of a county officer in a bank, banking institution or

trust companv to verify the accuracy of the statement of the

county officer.

(3) FEach bank, banking institution or trust company, its

officers and agents shall furnish full information to the
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controller in relation to the account of the county officer.

(4) No bank, banking institution or trust company, its

officers or agents

shall be subject to prosecution under

other laws of this

Commonwealth for disclosing information

with respect to an account of a county officer.

S 14904. Custody of documents.

The controller shall have custody of and retain in original

or other acceptable form, as provided in the most recent edition

of the County Records

Manual issued for the County Records

Committee by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission,

all title deeds to real estate owned by the county, all executed

contracts entered into by or on behalf of the county, all

records relating to the countv's financial affairs and all bonds

and other obligations

issued by the county, when paid. The bonds

and other obligations

shall be monitored by the controller, a

ledger of which shall

be maintained by the controller in a book

or an electronic file

dedicated for that purpose and retained

according to the most

recent edition of the County Records

Manual .

S 14905. Financial records.

The following shall apply:

(1) The controller shall maintain a full and reqular set

of financial records, including the general ledger, in

electronic form or otherwise, which support financial

statements in accordance with generally accepted accounting

principles of all the fiscal operations of the county,

embracing as many accounts, under appropriate titles, to:

(i) meet Federal and State reporting reguirements;

and

(i1) show distinctly and separately the following
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1 records classified by reference to the subject matter:

2 (A) property of the county;

3 (B) the county's revenue and expenditures;

4 (C) all debts and accounts due by the county

5 officers or others;

6 (D) the amount raised from each source of

7 revenue; and

8 (E) expenditures in detail.

9 (2) The controller shall select and administer the form
10 and manner of maintaining the records regquired under
11 paragraph (1).
12 (3) TIf the controller prescribes a change in the form
13 and manner of maintaining the records required under
14 paragraph (1), any costs necessary for implementation shall
15 be subiject to the approval of the county commissioners.
16 (4) TIn counties without a controller, the requirements
17 of this section shall be fulfilled by the office of the
18 county commissioners.

19 § 14906. Investment of money.

20 (a) Investment standards.--

21 (1) Subject to subsection (b) (1) and any conditions and
22 limitations in this chapter, in counties of the second class
23 A, the county treasurer shall have the power to invest and
24 reinvest the money of the general fund and special funds as
25 have accumulated beyond the ordinary needs of the various

26 funds, and which are not authorized by law to be invested by
277 any board, commission or county officer, consistent with

28 sound business practice, subject, however, to the exercise of
29 that degree of judgment, skill and care under the

30 circumstances then prevailing which persons of prudence,
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1 discretion and intelligence, who are familiar with the

2 matters, exercise in the management of their own affairs not
3 in regard to speculation, but in regard to the permanent
4 disposition of the funds, considering the probable income to
5 be derived therefrom as well as the probable safety of their
6 capital.
7 (2) TIn counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,
8 seventh or eighth class, the county commissioners or any
9 individual other than a county commissioner who serves in an
10 elective county office, shall invest money not otherwise
11 required by law to be invested that the individual's office
12 is required to collect, administer or disburse, consistent
13 with sound business practice, subject, however, to the
14 exercise of that degree of judgment, skill and care under the
15 circumstances then prevailing which persons of prudence,
16 discretion and intelligence, who are familiar with such
17 matters, exercise in the management of their own affairs not
18 in regard to speculation, but in regard to the permanent
19 disposition of the funds, considering the probable income to
20 be derived therefrom as well as the probable safety of their
21 capital.
22 (b) Investment board and investment program.--
23 (1) TIn counties of the second class A, a board of
24 investment is created. The board shall be composed of the
25 treasurer, who shall chair the board, the chairperson of the
26 county commissioners and the controller. The board shall
27 provide for an investment program, including temporary
28 investments, subject to restrictions contained in this part
29 and in any other applicable statute and any rules and
30 requlations adopted by the board. County boards, commissions
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or other county officers authorized to make investments under

subsection (a) (1) shall make investments in conformity with

the board's investment program.

(2) In counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh or eighth class, the county commissioners shall

provide for an investment program, including temporary

investments, subject to restrictions contained in this act

and in any other applicable statute and any rules and

requlations adopted by the county commissioners. Other

elective officials authorized to make investments under

subsection (a) (2) shall make investments in conformity with

the investment program regquired under this paragraph.

(c) Authorized investments or financial products.--

Authorized types of investments or financial products for money,

in addition to those authorized under the act of July 25, 1973

(P.L..217, No.53), entitled "An act authorizing cities of the

first class and second class to invest all funds received and

deposited with the city treasurer in certain commercial paper

under certain terms and conditions; and providing for investment

of public corporation or municipal authority funds," shall be:

(1) Obligations of:

(1) the United States or any of its agencies or

instrumentalities backed by the full faith and credit of

the United States, including United States Treasury

bills;

(id) the Commonwealth or any of its agencies or

instrumentalities backed by the full faith and credit of

the Commonwealth; or

(1ii) a political subdivision of the Commonwealth or

any of its agencies or instrumentalities backed by the
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full faith and credit of the political subdivision.

(2) Deposits in savings accounts or time deposits, other

than certificates of deposit, or share accounts of

institutions insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation or the National Credit Union Share Insurance Fund

to the extent that the accounts are insured, and, for any

amounts above the insured maximum, if approved collateral as

provided by law is pledged by the depository. Deposits under

this paragraph shall be differentiated from savings or demand

deposits as authorized by the act of July 25, 1973 (P.L.217,

No.53).

(3) Shares of an investment company registered under the

Investment Companvy Act of 1940 (54 Stat. 789, 15 U.S.C. §

80a-1 et seg.), whose shares are registered under the

Securities Act of 1933 (48 Stat. 74, 15 U.S.C. § 77a et

seq.), 1if the only investments of the company are in the

authorized investments for countyv monev in paragraphs (1) and

2) and:

(i) The investment company is managed in accordance

with 17 CFR 270.2a-7 (relating to monev market funds).

(ii) The investment company is rated in the highest

category by a nationally recognized rating agency.

(4) Certificates of deposit purchased from institutions

insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the

National Credit Union Share Insurance Fund to the extent that

the accounts are insured, and, for any amounts above the

insured maximum, if approved collateral as provided by law is

pledged by the depositorv. In addition to the

collateralization reguirements, the following limitations

shall apply:
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1 (1) Certificates of deposit purchased from

2 commercial banks shall be limited to an amount equal to
3 20% of a bank's total capital and surplus.

4 (ii) Certificates of deposit purchased from savings
5 and loan associations or savings banks shall be limited
6 to an amount equal to 20% of an institution's assets

7 minus liabilities.

8 (5) An investment authorized under 20 Pa.C.S. Ch. 73

9 (relating to municipalities investments), which shall be an
10 authorized investment for a pension or retirement fund.
11 (d) Timitation on certain officials.--Officials, as

12 authorized in subsection (a) (1) or (2), may not have invested in

13 negotiable certificates of deposit, bankers' acceptances or

14 commercial paper, respectively, as authorized by the act of July

15 25, 1973 (P.L.217, No.53), more than an aggregate of the total

16 sum as the investment policy of the board of investment or the

17 county commissioners has prescribed.

18 (e) Authority of officials making investments of county

19 monev.——-0Officials making investments of county money, as

20 authorized in subsection (a) (1) or (2), may:

21 (1) Permit assets pledged as collateral under subsection
22 (c) (2) to be pooled in accordance with the act of August 6,
23 1971 (P.1..281, No.72), entitled "An act standardizing the

24 procedures for pledges of assets to secure deposits of public
25 funds with banking institutions pursuant to other laws;

26 establishing a standard rule for the types, amounts and

277 valuations of assets eligible to be used as collateral for

28 deposits of public funds; permitting assets to be pledged

29 against deposits on a pooled basis; and authorizing the

30 appointment of custodians to act as pledgees of assets,”
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1 relating to pledges of assets to secure deposits of public

2 money.

3 (2) Combine money from more than one fund under county

4 control for the purchase of a single investment, if each of

5 the funds combined are accounted for separately in all

6 respects and that the earnings from the investment are

7 separately and individually computed and recorded and

8 credited to the accounts from which the investment was

9 purchased.

10 (3) Join with one or more other political subdivisions
11 and municipal authorities in accordance with 53 Pa.C.S. Ch.
12 23 Subch. A (relating to intergovernmental cooperation) in
13 the purchase of a single investment, if the regquirements of
14 paragraph (2) on separate accounting of individual funds and
15 separate computation, recording and crediting of the earnings
16 from the funds are adhered to.
17 (4) Join with the Commonwealth, political subdivision or
18 redevelopment authority in the purchase of real estate for
19 the purposes of community and economic development.
20 (5) Grant money to the Commonwealth, political
21 subdivision or redevelopment authority for the purposes of
22 supporting community and economic development projects.
23 (f) Tncome earned.--All income earned on an investment shall

24 inure to the benefit of the county and shall be placed in the

25 countyv general fund except as otherwise directed by the county

26 commissioners or restricted by law.

27 SUBCHAPTER B

28 ACCOUNTS, AUDITS AND REPORTS
29 BY CONTROLLER OR AUDITORS
30 Sec.
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1 14920. Settlement of accounts, report to common pleas,

2 publications and financial report.

3 14920.1. Audit of additional accounts.

4 14921. (Reserved) .

5 14922. (Reserved) .

6 14922.1. (Reserved).

7 14923. (Reserved) .

8 14924. (Reserved) .

9 14924.1. Audit of insurance and escrow accounts.

10 14925. Power of subpoena and attachment.

11 14926. Power to administer oaths.

12 14927. Refusal to obey subpoena or submit to examination.

13 14928. Witness fees.

14 14929. Settlement of accounts on extraneous proof.

15 14930. Filing reports.

lo 14931. Appeals from reports.

17 14932. Form of issue on appeals.

18 14933. Allowance of attorney fees.

19 14934. (Reserved) .

20 14935. (Reserved) .

21 14936. (Reserved) .

22 14937. (Reserved).

23 14938. (Reserved) .

24 14939. (Reserved).

25 § 14920. Settlement of accounts, report to common pleas,
26 publications and financial report.

27 (a) Reports and audit, settlement and adjustment of

28 accounts.-—-

29 (1) At the end of each fiscal year, the controller or

30 auditors, as the case may be, shall complete the audit,
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settlement and adjustment of the accounts of all county

officers.

(2) The controller or auditors shall make a report,

verified by ocath or affirmation, to the county court of

common pleas annuallyv before Julv 1, except if the court

grants an extension of time upon due cause shown, of all

receipts and expenditures of the county for the preceding

vear, in detail and classified by reference to the object

thereof, together with a full statement of the financial

conditions of the county.

(b) Notice, public inspection and costs.--

(1) Within 10 days after making a report to the court of

common pleas, notice that the report is available for public

inspection shall be published one time in at least one

newspaper of general circulation in the county as the

controller or auditors may direct and shall be posted on the

official publicly accessible Internet website of the county,

but the aggregate cost of newspaper publication mayv not

exceed $1,500 in any one vear in a county, to be paid for out

of the countyv treasury.

(2) The entire report, which shall include a concise

summary, shall be available for public inspection in the

office of the controller or auditors during regular business

hours and on the official publicly accessible Internet

website of the county.

(3) The report mav also be published in printed

pamphlets at the cost of the county. The number and cost of

the pamphlets shall be determined by the controller or

auditors and the county commissioners with consideration of

current budget allocations.
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(c) Report to Department of Community and Economic

Development.—--The county controller shall, on or before the date

required by section 123 of the act of July 10, 1987 (P.L.246,

No.47), known as the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act, or

July 1, whichever occurs first, make an annual report to the

Department of Community and Economic Development of the

financial condition of the county, on forms furnished by the

Secretary of Community and Economic Development.

(d) Penalty.——A controller or auditor refusing or neglecting

to file a report with the Department of Community and Fconomic

Development as required by this section commits a summary

offense and, upon conviction in a proceeding brought at the

instance of the department, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of

S5 for each dav's delay bevond July 1 and costs. All fines

recovered shall be for the use of the Commonwealth.

S 14920.1. Audit of additional accounts.

(a) Specific accounts.—-—The county controller or county

auditors shall audit, settle and adijust the accounts of:

(1) Fach parole and probation officer appointed by a

court under law who receives monev paid under an order,

sentence or judgment of a court and report the results of the

audits to the court which appointed the officer.

(2) Money appropriated by the county to units of the

Pennsvylvania National Guard.

(3) FEach magistrate or district Jjustice within the

countv and report the results of the audits to the county

commissioners, the Auditor General and the governing bodvy of

cach political subdivision that is entitled or has a right to

receive money collected by the magistrate or district

justice.
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(4) The treasurer of the county, along with each officer

of the countyv receiving money for the use of the

Commonwealth, as may be referred to them by the Auditor

General or the Department of Revenue, with the State Treasury

and make a separate report to the court of common pleas,

together with a statement of the balances due from or to the

treasurer or other officer. A certified copy of the report

shall be transmitted to the Auditor General or the Department

of Revenue, as the case may be, within 10 days after the

report is prepared.

(5) Other county funds as may be prescribed by law for

the controller or county auditors to audit, settle and

adjust.

(b) Taxes, penalties, fines and costs.—--All taxes,

penalties, fines and costs collected by the county treasurer and

belonging to a taxing district shall be entered and carried in

the records of the county in the same manner as county money and

shall be audited in a similar manner. When the taxes, penalties,

fines or costs are paid to the taxing district entitled to them,

as provided by law, pavments shall be made on voucher checks in

the same manner as payvments are made of county money.

14921. (Reserved) .

14922. (Reserved) .

14923. (Reserved) .

14924. (Reserved) .

S
S
§ 14922.1. (Reserved).
S
N
N

14924.1. Audit of insurance and escrow accounts.

For the purposes of this part relating to the auditing of

accounts and the purchasing of insurance, money held by a county

official in escrow shall be deemed the same as county money or
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public monev.

S 14925, Power of subpoena and attachment.

(a) Subpoena and power to compel.--The controller or

auditors may issue a subpoena to obtain the attendance of an

officer whose accounts the controller or auditors are required

to adjust, including an executor or administrator of the

officer, and of an individual whom it may be necessary to

examine as a witness and to compel:

(1) attendance by attachment, in accordance with the

Pennsvlvania Rules of Civil Procedure, in a similar manner

and to the same extent as a court of common pleas may or can

do in cases pending before the court; and

(2) in a similar manner the production of all books,

vouchers and papers relative to the accounts.

(b) Service and execution.--The subpoena under subsection

(a) shall be served and executed by the sheriff or a constable

of the county.

S 14926. Power to administer oaths.

(a) Power.—-—The controller or auditors may administer oaths

and affirmations to each individual brought or appearing before

the controller or auditors.

(b) Penaltyv.——An individual swearing or affirming falselvy on

examination commits perjury.

§ 14927. Refusal to obey subpoena or submit to examination.

An individual commits a misdemeanor for any of the following:

(1) Refusing to appear or produce documents after being

served a subpoena in accordance with this chapter.

(2) After appearing before the controller or auditors

for examination, refusing to take ocath or affirmation.

(3) After having been sworn or affirmed, refusing to
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answer guestions of the controller or auditors relating to

the public accounts or the official conduct of public

officers.

§ 14928. Witness fees.

Witnesses appearing before the controller or auditors shall

receive the same allowance as 1is received by witnesses appearing

before the courts of this Commonwealth. The allowance shall be

paid out of the county treasury and, if final Jjudgment is given

against an officer whose accounts are settled by the controller

or auditor, shall be included in the costs assessed against the

officer.

S 14929, Settlement of accounts on extraneous proof.

If an individual in possession of books, vouchers or papers

relative to public accounts before the controller or auditors

refuses to produce the documents, or if an officer whose

accounts are to be settled and adijusted by the controller or

auditors refuses to attend or submit to examination, the

auditors or controller shall proceed, by the examination of

witnesses and other evidence, to ascertain and settle the amount

of public money received by the officer and its application to

public purposes.

§ 14930. Filing reports.

(a) Filing among court records.--The reports of the

controller or auditors shall be filed among the records of the

court of common pleas of the county.

(b) Surcharge.--The amount of a balance or shortage or of an

expenditure of a kind, or made in a manner prohibited or not

authorized by statute which causes a financial loss to the

countv shall be a surcharge against an officer against whom the

balance or shortage appears or against whom by vote, act or
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neglect permitted or approved the expenditure. The following

apply:

(1) An elected or appointed official of a county shall

not be surcharged for an act, error or omission in excess of

the actual financial loss sustained by the county.

(2) The imposition of a surcharge shall take into

consideration as its basis the results of the act, error or

omission and the results had the procedure been conducted

strictly according to law.

(3) The provisions limiting the amount of anv surcharge

may not apply to:

(1) Cases involving fraud or collusion on the part

of officers.

(ii) A penalty inuring to the benefit of or pavable

to the Commonwealth.

(c) Judgment and execution on judgment.--

(1) The amount of a balance and of an express surcharge

found in a report under subsection (a) shall, if no appeal is

taken or after an appeal has been finally determined in favor

of the countv or the Commonwealth, be entered by the

prothonotaryv as a judgment against the officer.

(2) The Commonwealth or the county may execute a final

Jjudgment under this section against the property of the

defaulting officer in accordance with law and rule of court.

S 14931. Appeals from reports.

(a) Right of appeal.--An appeal may be taken from a report

to the court of common pleas by:

(1) the Commonwealth;

(2) the county;

(3) the officer; or
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(4) 10 or more taxpavers on behalf of the county.

(b) Conditions.—--The following apply:

(1) An appeal under subsection (a) shall be entered by:

(1) The Commonwealth within four months after the

filing of the report.

(i1) The county, the officer or taxpavers within 60

davs after the filing of the report.

(2) An appeal by officers or taxpayers may not be

allowed unless within the time of taking the appeal the

appellant secures a bond in the sum of $1,000 with sufficient

surety to prosecute the appeal and to pay the costs of

appeal. The costs of the appeal shall be paid as follows:

(i) If the appellant is a taxpaver, by the appellant

if the appellant fails to obtain a final decision more

favorable to the Commonwealth or county than that awarded

by the auditors or in the case.

(i) If the appellant is an officer, by the

appellant if the appellant fails to obtain a final

decision more favorable to the officer than that awarded

by the auditors.

(3) Unless the bond is filed as reguired under this

section, the court of common pleas, upon application, shall

set aside the appeal.

(c) Validity and payment.-—--

(1) Upon appeal to the court of common pleas, the

controller or auditors shall be regquired to establish the

validity of the surcharge and shall establish the loss

sustained to the county.

(2) If the surcharge is upheld on appeal to the court of

common pleas, the officer surcharged shall immediately pay
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the actual loss of costs and money due to the county.

S 14932. Form of issue on appeals.

The courts of common pleas shall direct the form in which the

issues shall be entered in all appeals from the reports of the

county controller or auditors. The issues shall be tried by a

jury or may be submitted to reference and arbitration in the

manner and subject to the proceedings provided by law.

S 14933. Allowance of attorney fees.

(a) Award.—-Upon final determination of an appeal taken

under section 14931 (relating to appeals from reports), attorney

fees shall be awarded as follows:

(1) If the court's final determination is more favorable

to the officer involved than that awarded by the controller

or auditors, the county shall pay reasonable attorney fees,

except under paragraph (3).

(2) For an appeal taken by the Commonwealth, the county

or taxpavers, 1f the court's final determination is more

favorable to the Commonwealth or county than that awarded by

the controller or auditors, the officer who is the subject of

the surcharge proceeding shall pay reasonable attorney fees,

except under paragraph (3).

(3) If the court's final determination is in part more

favorable to the Commonwealth or county and in part more

favorable to the officer involved in the surcharge proceeding

than that awarded by the controller or auditors, the court

may order the Commonwealth or the county to pav a portion of

reasonable attorney fees incurred by the officer in

connection with the surcharge proceeding or mav order the

officer who is the subiject of the surcharge proceeding to pay

a portion of reasonable attorney fees incurred by the
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Commonwealth, county or taxpaver in connection with the

surcharge proceeding.

(b) Allocation.—--The attorneyv fees for appeals involving

accounts other than those of county officers shall be allocated

in the court's discretion.

(c¢)  Justice and equity.--In adjudications of the official

actions of the auditors or controllers other than appeals as

provided in section 14931, the court may award reasonable

attorney fees to the prevailing party.

(d) Effect of section.—--Nothing in this section shall be

construed as authorizing personal liability for attorney fees or

costs.

14934. (Reserved) .

14935. (Reserved) .

14937. (Reserved) .

14938. (Reserved) .

N
S
§ 14936. (Reserved).
S
S
N

14939. (Reserved) .

SUBCHAPTER C

DISBURSALS OF COUNTY MONEY

Sec.

14950. Claims against county.

14951. Procedure for approval.

14952. Claims not approved by controller.

14953. Reports to county commissioners.

14954, Fees of witnesses and jurors.

S 14950. Claims against county.

(a) General duties.—--The controller or the county

commissioners in counties without a controller shall scrutinize,

audit and decide on each bill, claim or demand against the
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county, except as otherwise provided in this subchapter.

(b) Presentation of claim and evidence.—--

(1) Fach person with a claim shall first present the

claim to the controller or the countyv commissioners and, if

reguired, make ocath or affirmation before the controller or

county commissioners to the accurateness of the claims.

(2) The controller or the county commissioners may

reguire evidence by ocath or affirmation of the claimant that

the claim is legally due and that the supplies or services

for which payment is claimed have been furnished or performed

under legal authoritv.

(c) Conflict of interest.--

(1) The controller or county commissioners may inguire

Oor ascertain if:

(i) An officer or agent of the county:

(A) is interested in the contract under which a

claim may arise; or

(B) has received or is to receive a commission,

consideration or gratuity.

(ii) There has been an evasion of the provisions of

this part bv making two or more contracts for small

amounts which should have been in one.

(2) Except as provided under section 15106 (relating to

conflicts of interest prohibited), if the controller or

county commissioners find that an officer or agent has a

conflict of interest under paragraph (1) or that there has

been anv evasion by the officer or agent, the controller or

county commissioners shall refuse to approve the claim.

§ 14951. Procedure for approval.

(a) Counties with controller.--In counties having a
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1 controller:

2 (1) The controller shall date, upon receipt, all bills,
3 claims and demands that the controller approves and shall
4 forward the bills, claims or demands along with checks to the
5 county commissioners for approval or, if already approved by
6 the county commissioners, for signatures under this section.
7 (2) TIf the county commissioners approve payment of a
8 bill, claim or demand, at least two county commissioners
9 shall sign the check as properly drawn upon the county
10 treasury. In these cases facsimiles of the signatures of the
11 county commissioners may be used.
12 (3) The bill, claim or demand shall be returned to the
13 controller for filing in the controller's office, and the
14 check shall be forwarded to the county treasurer.
15 (4) The county treasurer shall sign the check as the
16 treasurer's draft upon the county treasury, but the treasurer
17 may not sign a check that is not already signed by the county
18 commissioners and the controller.
19 (5) FEvery check issued shall include reference to the
20 corresponding bill, claim or demand as well as the number or
21 numbers which may be put upon it by the county treasurer.
22 (6) TIf the county commissioners refuse to approve a
23 bill, claim or demand, the county commissioners shall return
24 the bill, claim or demand, together with the check involved
25 to the controller for filing in the controller's office.
26 (b) Counties without controller.--TIn counties without a

27 controller:

28 (1) The county commissioners shall approve each
29 transaction.
30 (2) The check shall be drawn by the chief clerk who
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shall keep files of the bills, claims or demands.

(3) At least two county commissioners shall sign the

checks either personally or by facsimile.

(4) The checks shall be forwarded, together with a check

register or similar description of the corresponding bill,

claim or demand providing a clear description of the nature

and purpose of the expenditure, to the county treasurer for

the treasurer's signature.

(c) Filing.—--In all cases, the canceled checks or official

bank record shall be filed in the office of the county

treasurer, but the treasurer shall transmit, at times the

controller shall establish, a list of all checks paid from the

countv treasurv not previously transmitted, along with

appropriate identification.

(d) Facsimile signature.--The county treasurer and the

controller in counties with a controller may use a facsimile

signature on a check which the county treasurer and controller

are required to sign.

(e) Effect of section.—-Nothing in this section shall

preclude the receipt or transfer of moneyv to or from the county,

or pavment of a bill, claim or demand, by electronic fund

transfer if adequate and recognized fiscal and procedural

controls, together with proper system security, are in place.

S 14952. Claims not approved by controller.

If, upon receipt, the controller does not approve a claim,

bill or demand, the controller shall within 15 davs forward the

claim, bill or demand to the county commissioners, together with

notice that the controller has disapproved the claim, bill or

demand or is unable to approve the claim, bill or demand and the

reasons for the disapproval. The county commissioners shall
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consider the claim, bill or demand and, if the county

commissioners consider that the claim, bill or demand should be

paid by the county, the county commissioners shall notify the

controller. If the controller continues to refuse approval, no

pavment shall be made bv the countyv except under an order of

court upon a proper issue directing the controller to approve

payment.

S 14953. Reports to county commissioners.

At the request of the county commissioners, the controller

shall report to the county commissioners monthly the amount of

outstanding checks registered and the amount of money in the

treasury or the amount of a particular unencumbered

appropriation item involved.

S 14954. Fees of witnesses and jurors.

Fees of witnesses and jurors shall be ascertained by the

courts of the county entered upon the records and duly certified

by the respective clerks to the county commissioners being first

sworn to or affirmed before the controller or the chief clerk of

the county commissioners, as the case mayv be.

SUBCHAPTER D

COUNTY TREASURY AND COUNTY DEPOSITORIES

Sec.
14960. Receipts and accounts of money due county.
14961. (Reserved) .

14962. Depositories.

14963. (Reserved) .
14964. (Reserved) .
§ 14960. Receipts and accounts of money due county.
(a) Duties of county treasurer.--The county treasurer shall

receive and issue receipts for money due or accruing to the
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county.

(b) Accounts.—--The county treasurer shall keep proper

accounts of money received and disbursed. The treasurer's

records shall be open to the inspection of the controller and

the county commissioners at all times during office hours.

(c) Receipts.—-The treasurer shall issue receipts for money

received for the countyv and shall transmit the duplicate or

triplicate receipts daily to the controller or to the county

commissioners in counties without a controller. The receipts

shall:

(1) be serially numbered; and

(2) dindicate:
(i) the amount of money received;
(ii) the payor;
(iii) on what account the money is received; and
(iv) the date.

(d) Disbursals.--The treasurer shall keep daily records of

disbursals from the county treasury and shall forward daily

records to the controller or the county commissioners in

counties without a controller.

(e) Account information.—--The controller, or the chief clerk

of the county commissioners in counties without a controller,

may review depository account information upon reguest from the

county depository, without prejudice to the depositories, of the

money deposited in the name of the county by the treasurer.

(£) Quarterly statements.—--In counties having no controller,

the treasurer shall provide, at least gquarterly and more

freguently if reguired, a statement of monev received and

disbursed since the treasurer's last statement showing:

(1) the balance remaining in the accounts; and
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(2) the names of the collectors having arrearages in

taxes with the amounts of the arrearages.

(q) Annual statements.—--The treasurer shall state the

accounts at the end of each fiscal vear. The statement shall be

examined by the county commissioners and delivered by the

commissioners to the county auditors for settlement.

S 14961. (Reserved) .

S 14962. Depositories.

(a) Designation.—--The county commissioners and the county

treasurer shall designate by resolution one or more depositories

for countyv monev. The depositories shall be banks, banking

institutions or trust companies located in the Commonwealth.

(b) Collateral.--

(1) A depository designated under subsection (a) shall,

upon receipt of notice of its designation, collateralize

deposits of public money in accordance with the act of August

6, 1971 (P.L.281, No.72), entitled "An act standardizing the

procedures for pledges of assets to secure deposits of public

funds with banking institutions pursuant to other laws;

establishing a standard rule for the types, amounts and

valuations of assets eligible to be used as collateral for

deposits of public funds; permitting assets to be pledged

against deposits on a pooled basis; and authorizing the

appointment of custodians to act as pledgees of assets," by

pledging collateral in an account in the name of the county

or utilizing a letter of credit from the Federal Home Loan

Bank to secure public deposits in excess of Federal Deposit

Insurance Corporation insurance limits. The depositorv shall

provide a monthly report within 15 davs after the end of each

month to the county commissioners in accordance with the
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reporting reguirements under the act of August 6, 1971

(P.1..281, No.72), including the composition of the collateral

and related market value.

(2) A countv mav elect to reguire that a depositoryvy

pledge collateral in an account in the name of the countv to

collateralize deposits above the Federal Deposit Insurance

Corporation insurance limit. These accounts may be in the

custody of the depository's trust department or at a third-

party financial institution. The arrangement with the

depositoryv may be governed by a written agreement, approved

by _the board of directors or loan committee of the

depository, with approval reflected in the minutes of the

board or committee, which are kept continuously as an

official record of the depository. The agreement shall

include all of the following if collateral is pledged instead

of a Federal Home Loan Bank letter of credit:

(i) Collateral shall be marked to market dailvy.

(id) Collateral shall be in investments as

prescribed in the investment program provided by the

board of investment or the countv commissioners.

(1ii) If the financial institution serves as the

custodian, the pledged collateral shall be held in a

separate account, established under the act of August 6,

1971 (P.L.281, No.72), in the depository's trust

department.

(iv) The market value of the pledged collateral

shall be at least 102% of the county deposits in excess

of federally insured limits.

(v) A monthlyv report shall be provided as specified

in paragraph (1).
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(3) The depository may not be reguired to secure payvment

of deposits and interest insured by the Federal Deposit

Insurance Corporation.

(c) Deposits.—-The county treasurer shall, upon the

designation of the depository, immediately transfer all county

money to be deposited and shall thereafter keep deposits solely

in the depository in the name of the county.

(d) Withdrawals.—--Withdrawals from the depository shall be

only drawn by the treasurer upon properly authorized checks or

by other commercially accepted methods of electronic funds

transfer that have been specifically approved by the county

commissioners.

(e) Loss of county monev.—--No county commissioner or

treasurer complving with this chapter, or their surety, may be

charged with losses of county money caused by the failure or

negligence of the depository.

S 14963. (Reserved) .

S 14964. (Reserved) .

SUBCHAPTER E

COUNTY TAXATION, BORROWING AND

TRANSFER OF FUNDS

Sec.

14970. Tax levies.

14971. Additions and revisions to duplicates.

14972. (Reserved) .

14973. (Reserved) .

14974, Temporary loans.

14975. Transfer of certain money into general fund of countv.

14976. Supplemental appropriations, transfers of monev and

appropriation limits.
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14977. Banks authorized to receive taxes in counties of the

second class A.

S 14970. Tax levies.

(a) Rate.——The countyv commissioners shall fix, byv

resolution, the rate of taxation for each vear. A tax mav not be

levied under this subsection on personal property taxable for

countvy purposes if the rate of taxation is fixed by law other

than at the rate fixed under this subsection. The following

shall apply:

(1) A tax for general county purposes in any county of

the second class A may not, in any one vyear, exceed the rate

of 40 mills on every dollar of the adjusted valuation.

(2) The rate of taxation for pavment of interest and

principal on anvy indebtedness incurred under 53 Pa.C.S. Pt.

VII Subpt. B (relating to indebtedness and borrowing), or any

prior or subsequent act governing the incurrence of

indebtedness of the county shall be unlimited.

(3) If the rate is fixed in mills, in fixing the rate of

taxation, the county commissioners shall include in the

resolution a statement expressing the rate of taxation in

dollars and cents on each $100 of assessed valuation of

taxable property.

(b) Payvments.—--The tax levied in counties of the second

class A shall be for the purpose of creating a general fund to

pay expenses incurred for general county purposes, for the

payvment of the matters connected with roads under section 16907

(relating to annual tax), for the payvment of the matters

connected with parks and related matters under section 16507

(relating to pavment of expenses, taxation, annual fairs and

State contributions).
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(c) Other taxes.—--The county commissioners in counties of

the second class A shall have the power to levy a tax for

institution district purposes and for the payment of the

obligations of the predecessor poor districts on real estate,

trades, occupations and professions, in the same manner and at

the same time as county taxes and annual taxes to pay the

current expense of the institution district, none of which may

exceed 15 mills on the dollar of the last adjusted assessed

valuation for county purposes.

(d) Prohibition.—-—-A tax may not be levied and collected on

trades, occupations and professions at the same time a per

capita tax on individuals is levied and collected.

(e) Limitations.—--A tax for general county purposes 1in a

county of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth

class, exclusive of the reguirements for the pavment of rentals

to any municipal authority, may not in any one vear exceed the

rate of 25 mills on every dollar of the adjusted valuation,

unless the county commissioners by majorityv action shall, upon

due cause shown by resolution, petition the court of common

pleas, in which case the court mav order a rate of not more than

an additional five mills to be levied. The following shall

apply:

(1) If the rate of taxation for payvment of interest and

principal on any indebtedness incurred under 53 Pa.C.S. Pt.

VII Subpt. B or any prior or subseguent act governing the

incurrence of indebtedness of the countv shall be unlimited.

(2) Tax for payvment of rentals to anv municipal

authority shall not exceed the rate of 10 mills on every

dollar of the adjusted valuation and shall be in addition to

the 25 mill limitation for general county purposes.
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(£) Statement reguired.—--In fixing the rate of taxation, the

county commissioners, if the rate is fixed in mills, shall also

include in the resolution a statement expressing the rate of

taxation in dollars and cents on each $100 of assessed valuation

of taxable property.

(g) Fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class

counties.--The rate of taxation fixed for any occupation tax

levied by a county shall not in any one vear exceed 20 mills.

The county commissioners may, by resolution, abolish the levy

and collection of occupation taxes for county purposes and the

following shall apply:

(1) The county commissioners may levy and collect an

annual per capita tax on individuals for county purposes.

(2) A county which becomes a county of the third class

may collect for a period of four vears after the status has

been certified a per capita tax from any individual not to

exceed a total of $5 for county purposes in any one vyear.

(h) Third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class

counties.——-A tax may not be levied and collected for county

purposes on offices and posts of profits or on professions,

trades and occupations at the same time during which a per

capita tax on persons is levied and collected for county

purposes. The following shall apply:

(1) Per capita taxes levied upon and collected from an

individual may not exceed a total of $5 for county and

institution district purposes in any one vear.

(2) A countv may, by ordinance or resolution, exempt an

individual whose total income from all sources is less than

the dollar amount per annum as provided in section 301.1 (b)

of the act of December 31, 1965 (P.L.1257, No.511l), known as
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The Local Tax Enabling Act, from any per capita tax levied

under this part.

S 14971. Additions and revisions to duplicates.

(a) Addition to tax duplicates.—--If in any county there is

any construction of a building or buildings not otherwise exempt

as a dwelling after January first of anyv vear, and the building

is not included in the tax duplicate of the county, the

authority responsible for assessments in the county shall, upon

the reguest of the county commissioners, cause to be inspected

and reassessed, subject to the right of appeal and adjustment

provided by any statute under which assessments are made, all

taxable property in the county to which major improvements have

been made after January 1 of any vear.

(b) Notice of the reassessments.--Notice of the

reassessments shall be given in accordance with 53 Pa.C.S. §

8841 (c) (relating to assessment roll and interim revisions) to

the authority responsible for assessments, the county

commissioners and the property owner and the following shall

apply:

(1) Reassessed property shall be added to the duplicate

and shall be taxable for county purposes at the reassessed

valuation for that proportionate part of the fiscal vear of

the countyv remaining after the property was improved.

(2) Anvy improvement made during anv given month shall be

computed as having been made on the first of the month.

(3) A certified copy of the additions or revisions to

the duplicate shall be furnished by the county commissioners

to the proper tax collector for the county, and, within 10

days of receipt of the copy, the tax collector shall notify

the owner of the property of the taxes due the county.
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(4) If an assessment is made for a portion of a year

under this section, the assessment shall be added to the

duplicate of the following or succeeding vear unless the

value of the improvements has already been included in the

duplicate.
S 14972. (Reserved) .
S 14973. (Reserved) .

S 14974. Temporary loans.

If the money of a county has been exhausted, the county

commissioners may borrow money in anticipation of taxes to be

collected for the current fiscal vear in accordance with 53

Pa.C.S. Pt. VITI Subpt. B (relating to indebtedness and

borrowing), pavable on a certain date, not later than the last

day of the fiscal vear in which the tax anticipation note is

issued.

§ 14975. Transfer of certain money into general fund of county.

The county commissioners may transfer and cover into the

general fund of the county money placed to the credit of a city,

borough or township, if:

(1) the monev has been paid into the county treasury

upon a duplicate for taxes and has remained during a period

of 10 vears uncalled for by the authorities of the city,

borough or township to whose credit it mayv have been placed;

and

(2) the right to the money is not, at the time of the

transfer, a matter of litigation or dispute.

S 14976. Supplemental appropriations, transfers of moneyv and

appropriation limits.

(a) Authoritv.--The county commissioners have the power to:

(1) By resolution, make supplemental appropriations for
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a lawful purpose from money on hand or estimated to be

received within the fiscal vear and not otherwise

appropriated. This paragraph includes proceeds of borrowing

authorized by law.

(2) Authorize the transfer of:

(i) The unencumbered balance of an appropriation

item or anv portion of the balance.

(i) The unencumbered balance or any portion of the

balance within a fund from one spending agency to

another.

(3) During the last 15 days of a fiscal vear:

(1) authorize the transfer of the unencumbered

balance or anv portion of the balance in a county fund to

a fund of the institution district; and

(i1) reappropriate the transferred money to the

institution district.

(b) No expenditures.--The county commissioners may not do

any of the following which would cause the sums appropriated to

be exceeded:

(1) Hiring work to be done.

(2) Purchasing materials.

(3) Making a contract.

(4) Issuling a pavment order.

S 14977. Banks authorized to receive taxes in counties of the

second class A.

(a) Scope of section.—--This section applies to counties of

the second class.

(b) Designation.—-—-The county commissioners, the county

treasurer and the county controller may designate any bank,

savings bank, bank and trust company, trust company or national
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banking association, located within the county as a deputy

county tax collector for the sole purpose of receiving and

receipting for county taxes paid to the deputy county tax

collector at the collector's place of business.

(c) Immunityv.—-—-The county tax collector shall not be held

responsible for losses occasioned by the failure of an

institution, for money received by it as a deputy county tax

collector.

(d) Security.——-Before entering upon the duties of receiving

and receipting for taxes, an institution shall post security in

an amount as determined by the county commissioners, the county

treasurer and the county controller, to ensure the faithful

performance of duties and the remission of taxes and money

received.

(e) Functions.—-—-A deputyv county tax collector shall, within

five days after the last day of each calendar month, transmit to

the county tax collector all money received by it as the deputy

during the preceding month. The payvment shall be accompanied by

an itemized statement identifving:

(1) the tax paid;

(2) the date of payment; and

(3) the pavor.

(£) Compensation and expenses.—--A deputy tax collector:

(1) Shall not be allowed compensation or commission for

acting as a deputy tax collector.

(2) Shall be reimbursed for expenses actually incurred

in transmitting monev and records of pavments to the county

tax collector.

SUBCHAPTER F

BUDGETS
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Sec.
14980. Fiscal vear and preparation of proposed annual budget.
14981. (Reserved) .

14982. Adoption of budget, publication of proposed budget and

notice of final action date.

14982.1. Amended budget and notice.

14982.2. Delivery of tax duplicates.

14982.3. Amending budget, levy and tax rate, revising tax

duplicates and filing.

14983. Annual budget appropriations and tax rate.

14984. (Reserved) .

14984.1. Taking of monev and propertv.

14984.2. Capital reserve fund for anticipated capital

expenditures.

14984.3. Operating reserve fund.

14985. Committee to prepare uniform forms.
S 14980. Fiscal year and preparation of proposed annual budget.
(a) Fiscal vear.—-—-The fiscal vear of each county shall begin

on January 1 and end on December 31 of each vear.

(b) Preparation of proposed budget.—-—-At least 90 days prior

to adopting the budget, the county commissioners shall begin the

preparation of the proposed budget for the succeeding fiscal

vear. The budget may be prepared based upon information

collected and transmitted by the controller as provided under

subsection (c) or by the county commissioners, a finance

department or a designated person emploved and gualified by the

countyv commissioners.

(c)  Budget information.--At the request of the county

commissioners, but in no case less than 60 davs prior to

adoption of the budget by the commissioners, the controller
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shall prepare and transmit to the commissioners:

(1) A comparative statement of revenues for the current

and immediately preceding fiscal vear and a comparative

statement of expenditures, including interest due and to

become due on the lawful interest-bearing debts of the county

for the same vears. In counties in which the controller is a

participant in the development of the budget, the controller

shall also include balances projected for the close of the

current fiscal year.

(2) The amounts of the appropriation reguests, submitted

to the controller or to the county commissioners and supplied

by the county commissioners to the controller, from the

county offices and agencies, including estimates of

expenditures contemplated by the county commissioners as

forwarded by the county commissioners to the controller.

(d) Form.--The information requested by the county

commissioners under subsection (b) or (c) shall be in the form

requested by the commissioners or on forms furnished by the

Department of Community and Economic Development under this

subchapter. With this information as a guide, the county

commissioners shall, within a reasonable time, begin the

preparation of a proposed budget for the succeeding fiscal vyear.

S 14981. (Reserved) .

§ 14982. Adoption of budget, publication of proposed budget and

notice of final action date.

(a) Publication of proposed budget and adoption of budget.--

The proposed budget shall be prepared and adopted as follows:

(1) The public shall be given notice by publication in

one newspaper of general circulation at least 20 davys before

the date set for the adoption of the budget that the proposed
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1 budget is available for public inspection. The notice shall

2 contain the date set for the adoption of the budget and the
3 manner in which the proposed budget has been made available
4 for public inspection.

5 (2) The budget shall be adopted on or before December
6 31.

7 (b) Revision of proposed budget.--If any revision of the

8 proposed budget is made after the budget has been published

9 under subsection (a) which would increase the estimated

10 expenditures in the adopted budget by more than 10% in the

11 aggregate over the proposed budget as made available for public

12 inspection, the revised budget mayv not be adopted with any

13 increases unless the budget is made available for public

14 inspection and for protest of anv increases for a period of at

15 least 10 days after notice to that effect is published.

lo § 14982.1. Amended budget and notice.

17 (a) Amended budget.—-—-During the month of January next

18 following a municipal election, the county commissioners may

19 amend the budget and the levy and tax rate to conform with the

20 amended budget.

21 (b) Notice.—-—-The county shall provide public notice by

22 publication in one newspaper of general circulation that an

23 amended budget has been proposed and is available for public

24 inspection for a period of 10 days at a location specified in

25 the notice.

26 (c¢) Adoption of amended budget.—-—An amended budget must be

27 adopted by the county commissioners after the public inspection

28 period and no later than Februarv 15. A proposed amended budget

29 mav not be revised upward in excess of 10% in the aggregate.

30 § 14982.2. Delivery of tax duplicates.
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(a) Delivery of tax duplicates.—--The county commissioners

shall prepare and deliver the duplicates of taxes assessed to

the respective tax collectors, together with the warrant for the

collection at least 15 days prior to the date of the tax bill.

(b) Alternative deliverv date.--Notwithstanding the

provisions of subsection (a), the county commissioners shall

have the option to prepare and deliver the duplicates of taxes

assessed to the respective tax collectors, together with the

warrant for collection no later than the final date for a school

district to prepare and deliver the duplicates for school real

estate taxes under section 682 of the act of March 10, 1949

(P.1..30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, if the

county commissioners:

(1) find that exercise of the option will result in cost

savings compared to proceeding under the deadline imposed

under subsection (a); and

(2) adopt a resolution that refers to the finding.

S 14982.3. Amending budget, levy and tax rate, revising tax

duplicates and filing.

At anvy time prior to the time tax duplicates are sent by the

county in any vear, the county commissioners may amend the

budget and the levy and tax rate and revise the tax duplicate to

conform with its amended budget if the county receives

unanticipated revenues that may be expended during the county's

fiscal year that may enable the county commissioners to reduce

the levy and tax rate to conform with its amended budget.

§ 14983. Annual budget appropriations and tax rate.

The budget shall reflect as nearly as possible the estimated

revenues and expenditures for the vear for which the budget is

prepared. Upon adopting the budget, the county commissioners
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shall:

(1) adopt the appropriation measures regquired to put the

budget into effect; and

(2) fix the rate of taxation upon the valuation of the

property taxable for county purposes that, together with the

other estimated revenues of the county, excluding operating,

capital and other reserve funds, raise a sufficient sum to

meet the expenditures.

S 14984. (Reserved) .

S 14984.1. Taking of money and property.

The countyv commissioners may take by gift, grant, devise or

beguest anv monev or property, real, personal or mixed, for the

benefit of the county.

S 14984.2. Capital reserve fund for anticipated capital

expenditures.

(a) Capital reserve fund.—--The county commissioners shall

have the power to create and maintain a separate capital reserve

fund for anticipated legal capital expenditures. Money in the

fund shall be used for the construction, purchase or replacement

of or addition to county buildings, eguipment, machinery, motor

vehicles or other capital assets of the county.

(b) Deposits.——The county commissioners may annually

appropriate money from the general county fund, not to exceed

10% of a county's operating budget, to be paid into the capital

reserve fund or place in the fund anv money received from the

sale, lease or other disposition of countyv property or from any

other source unless received or acquired for a particular

purpose.

(c) Administration of fund.--The fund shall be controlled,

invested, reinvested and administered and the money and income
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from the fund expended for anv purpose for which the fund is

created, as mayv be determined by the county commissioners. The

money in the fund, when invested, shall be invested in a manner

consistent with the provisions of section 14906 (relating to

investment of money). This subsection may not be construed to

limit the powers of the county to the use of money in the

capital reserve fund in making lawful capital expenditures.

S 14984.3. Operating reserve fund.

(a) Operating reserve fund.--The county commissioners shall

have the power to create and maintain a separate operating

reserve fund in order to:

(1) minimize future revenue shortfalls and deficits;

(2) provide greater continuity and predictability in the

funding of vital government services;

(3) minimize the need to increase taxes to balance the

budget in times of fiscal distress;

(4) provide the capacity to undertake long—-range

financial planning; and

(5) develop fiscal resources to meet long-term needs.

(b) Appropriations from general county fund.--The county

commissioners mav annually make appropriations from the general

county fund to the operating reserve fund, but no appropriation

may be made to the operating reserve fund if the appropriation

would cause the fund to exceed 25% of the estimated revenues of

the countv's general fund in the current fiscal vear.

(c) Purpose of appropriations.—--The county commissioners

may, by resolution, make appropriations from the operating

reserve fund only to:

(1) meet emergencies involving the health, safetv or

welfare of the residents of the county;
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(2) counterbalance potential budget deficits resulting

from shortfalls in anticipated revenues or program receipts

from any source;

(3) counterbalance potential budget deficits resulting

from increases in anticipated costs of goods or services; or

(4) provide for anticipated operating expenditures

related either to the planned growth of existing projects or

programs or the establishment of new projects or programs if

for each project or program appropriations have been made and

allocated to a separate restricted account established within

the operating reserve fund.

(d) Administration of fund.--The operating reserve fund

shall be invested, reinvested and administered in a manner

consistent with the provisions of section 14906 (relating to

investment of monev) .

§ 14985. Committee to prepare uniform forms.

(a) Committee to prepare forms.—-—-The report forms specified

in this chapter shall be prepared by a committee. The committee

shall consist of the following members:

(1) The Secretaryv of Community and Economic Development

or the secretary's designee, who shall be trained in the

field of municipal finance.

(2) One member of the Senate and one member of the House

of Representatives, who shall be members of the ILocal

Government Commission, appointed by the majority chairperson

of the commission.

(3) Three representatives from the County Commissioners

Association of Pennsvlvania.

(4) Three representatives from the Pennsvlvania State

Association of County Controllers.
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1 (5) Three representatives from the Pennsvlvania State

2 Association of County Auditors.
3 (6) One certified public accountant.
4 (b) Appointment of committee members.--Except for the

5 certified public accountant who shall be appointed by the

6 Governor, the committee members shall be appointed by the

7 president of each organization. For representatives of the

8 county commissioners, one shall be appointed from a county of

9 either the third or fourth class, one from a county of ejither

10 the fifth or sixth class and one from a county of either the

11 seventh or eighth class. The president of each organization

12 shall supply to the Department of Community and Economic

13 Development the names and addresses of the representatives

14 immediately upon appointment.

15 (c) Reimbursement of expenses.—-—-The representatives shall

16 serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed by the

17 Commonwealth for all necessary expenses incurred while attending

18 meetings of the committee.

19 (d) Meetings.—-—The committee shall meet at the call of the

20 Secretarv of Communityv and Economic Development or the

21 secretarv's designee, who shall serve as chairperson of the

22 committee. The Secretary of Community and Economic Development

23 shall call meetings of the committee at the request of the

24 secretary of any of the associations represented under

25 subsection (a). There shall be at least two weeks' notice to

26 each member of the committee of anv meeting.

27 (e) Preparations of forms.—--In preparing the uniform forms

28 for annual reports, the committee shall give careful

29 consideration to the differing legal reguirements and needs of

30 the counties, producing, if necessary, separate forms for
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certain classes of counties or groups of classes.

(£) Oversight.--The Secretary of Community and FEconomic

Development or the secretarv's designee shall ensure that the

forms required under this section are prepared in cooperation

with the committee. Tf the committee fails to cooperate, the

Secretary of Community and Economic Development or the

secretary's designee shall complete the preparation of the

forms. The Secretary of Community and Economic Development shall

issue and distribute the forms annually, as needed, to the

county commissioners, controller or auditors of each county.

(q) Changes to forms.--The Secretary of Community and

Economic Development shall include within the report forms

specified in this section the changes necessitated under this

part in regard to property, powers, duties and obligations of

institution districts transferred to counties. The committee may

not be held responsible for the changes to the forms.

(h) Accounting and fiscal practices.—--The Secretary of

Community and Fconomic Development shall convene the committee

to assist counties in developing appropriate accounting and

fiscal practices in compliance with generally accepted

accounting principles.

SUBCHAPTER G

SINKING FUND COMMISSION

Sec.

14990. Membership.

14991. Management of sinking funds.

14992. Bonds of county held by commission.

14993. Pav off, cancellation, prioritv and sale of county
bonds.
14994. (Reserved) .
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14995. Investment of sinking fund money.

S 14990. Membership.

Each county mav establish a sinking fund commission. The

sinking fund commission shall be composed of:

(1) the county commissioners;

(2) the controller, or auditors in counties without a

controller; and

(3) the treasurer.

S 14991. Management of sinking funds.

(a) Income.—-The sinking fund commission shall annually

apply the interest received on sinking fund deposits, the

interest received on bonds held in the sinking fund and all

other income, if any, from the sinking fund for the purpose of

reducing the amount of money required to be paid by the county

for sinking fund purposes for the following vear, unless the

income is necessary to payv the bonds of the county as the bonds

mature and become pavable. The income and the amount required to

be paid by the county for sinking fund purposes shall annually

equal the full amount required to be paid for sinking fund

purposes to the several sinking funds.

(b) Sale of bonds.--The sinking fund commission mav,

whenever the commission deems necessary and for the best

interest of the several sinking funds, sell anv bonds held by

the commission other than bonds of the county itself.

§ 14992. Bonds of county held by commission.

(a) Bonds generallyv.——The bonds of the county held by the

sinking fund commission shall be stamped in a conspicuous manner

to show that the bonds have been purchased for the sinking fund.

The bonds mav not be reissued or sold.

(b) Interest.—-—-The sinking fund commission may not reguire
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the county to pay interest on any of the bonds held by the

commission, unless the commission deems the payvment of interest

necessary for the purpose of having adeqguate money on hand to

pay the bonds of the county as the bonds mature and become

payable.
(c) Cancellation of bonds.--The bonds of the county held by

the sinking fund commission shall be canceled immediately upon

maturity.

S 14993. Pay off, cancellation, priority and sale of county

bonds.

(a) Pay off and cancellation of bonds.—-—-In order to

facilitate the extinguishment of the countyv debt, the county

bonds purchased by the sinking fund commission shall be paid off

and canceled according to the priority of maturity. The

commission may, at the commission's discretion, withhold the

purchase of the maturing county bonds until after bonds

purchased from a later issue of county bonds shall be paid off

and canceled.

(b) Sale of bonds.—--If the sinking fund commission does not

have sufficient monev to meet the pavment of the earlier

maturing bonds, the bonds shall be sold by the commission at not

less than par.

S 14994. (Reserved) .

S 14995. Investment of sinking fund money.

The sinking fund commission shall have the power to invest

county sinking funds as authorized by the act of July 12, 1972

(P.1..781, No.185), known as the Local Government Unit Debt Act,

and liguidate the investment, in whole or in part, by disposing

of securities or withdrawing money on deposit. Any action taken

to make or to liguidate any investment shall be made by the
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commission.
CHAPTER 151
CONTRACTS
sec.
15100. Contracting.
15101. Commissioners sole contractors for county generally.
15102. Contract procedures, terms and bonds and advertising for
bids.
15103. FEvasion of advertising requirements.
15104. (Reserved) .
15105. Sales of personal property and surplus farm products.

15106. Conflicts of interest prohibited.

15107. Application of contract provisions.

15107.1. Printing contracts.

15107.2. Prohibited contract provisions.

S 15100. Contracting.

The county commissioners mayv make contracts for lawful

purposes and for executing the provisions of this chapter and

the laws of this Commonwealth.

§ 15101. Commissioners sole contractors for countyv generally.

(a) Contracts for services and personal property.—--In

counties of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth

class, the county commissioners shall contract for and purchase

the services referred to in section 12508 (relating to office

supplies) and personal property for county officers and

agencies. A contract and purchase not in excess of the base

amount of $18,500, subiject to adjustment under subsection (c),

shall be bv note or memorandum, in writing, signed bv the

county commissioners or their designees. A copy of the note and

memorandum and the executed written contract, or electronic copy
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1 of the executed written contract, shall be filed in the office

2 of the controller, or in a county without a controller, with the

3 chief clerk of the county commissioners.

4 (b) Price guotations.--
5 (1) Except as otherwise provided in section 15102 (h) (4)
6 (relating to contract procedures, terms and bonds and
7 advertising for bids), for counties of the third, fourth,
8 fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth class, written or telephonic
9 price guotations from at least three qualified and
10 responsible contractors shall be requested for the contracts
11 in excess of the base amount of $10,000, subject to
12 adjustment under subsection (c¢), but less than the amount
13 requiring advertisement and competitive bidding. In lieu of
14 price guotations, a memorandum shall be kept on file showing
15 that fewer than three gualified contractors exist in the
16 market area within which it is practicable to obtain
17 quotations.
18 (2) A written record of telephonic price guotations
19 shall be made and shall contain at least:
20 (1) the date of the guotation;
21 (ii) the name of the contractor and the contractor's
22 representative;
23 (iii) the construction, reconstruction, repair,
24 maintenance or work which was the subject of the
25 guotation; and
26 (iv) the price.
27 (3) Written price quotations, written records of
28 telephonic price guotations and memoranda shall be retained
29 for a period of three years.
30 (c) Adjustments to base amounts.--Adjustments to the base
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1 amounts specified under subsections (a) and (b) shall be made as

2 follows:
3 (1) The Department of TLabor and Industry shall determine
4 the percentage change in the Consumer Price Index for All
5 Urban Consumers: All Ttems (CPI-U) for the United States City
6 Average as published by the United States Department of
7 Labor, Bureau of TLabor Statistics, for the 12-month period
8 ending September 30, 2012, and for each successive 12-month
9 period thereafter.
10 (2) TIf the department determines that there is no
11 positive percentage change, no adjustment to the base amounts
12 shall occur for the relevant time period provided for in this
13 subsection.
14 (3) TIf the department determines that there is a
15 positive percentage change in the first year that the
16 determination is made under paragraph (1):
17 (i) the positive percentage change shall be
18 multiplied by each base amount, and the products shall be
19 added to the base amounts, respectively, and the sums
20 shall be preliminary adjusted amounts; and
21 (1i) the preliminary adjusted amounts shall be
22 rounded to the nearest $100 to determine the final
23 adjusted base amounts for purposes of subsections (a) and
24 (b) .
25 (4) TIn each successive year in which there is a positive
26 percentage change in the CPI-U for the United States City
277 Average:
28 (i) the positive percentage change shall be
29 multiplied by the most recent preliminary adjusted
30 amounts and the products shall be added to the
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preliminary adjusted amount of the prior vear to

calculate the preliminary adjusted amounts for the

current vyear; and

(ii) the sums shall be rounded to the nearest $100

to determine the new final adjusted base amounts for

purposes of subsections (a) and (b).

(5) The determinations and adjustments required under

this subsection shall be made in the period between October 1

and November 15 of the vear following November 3, 2011, and

annually between October 1 and November 15 of each vyear

thereafter.

(6) The final adjusted base amounts and new final

adjusted base amounts obtained under paragraphs (3) and (4)

shall become effective January 1 for the calendar vear

following the vyear in which the determination reguired under

paragraph (1) is made.

(7) The department shall transmit notice to the

Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the

Pennsvlvania Bulletin prior to Januaryv 1 of each calendar

vear of the annual percentage change determined under

paragraph (1) and the unadjusted or final adjusted base

amounts determined under paragraphs (3) and (4) at which

competitive bidding is reguired under subsection (a) and

written or telephonic price guotations are regquired under

subsection (b), respectively, for the calendar vear beginning

January 1 after publication of the notice. The notice shall

include a written and illustrative explanation of the

calculations performed by the department in establishing the

unadjusted or final adjusted base amounts under this

subsection for the ensuing calendar year.
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(8) The annual increase in the preliminary adjusted base

amounts obtained under paradgraphs (3) and (4) may not exceed

3

o\©

(d) Wholesale purchases.—--The county commissioners shall, if

possible, anticipate the needs of the various officers, agencies

and operations of the county and endeavor to purchase in

wholesale gquantities, if practicable and if savings could be

achieved by wholesale purchase.

(e) Purposes of contracts and purchases.--The county

commissioners may make contracts and purchases for all purposes

expressly or impliedly authorized by law.

§ 15102. Contract procedures, terms and bonds and advertising
for bids.
(a) Contract requirements.—--A contract for services and

personal property in which the base amount of the contract

exceeds the sum of $18,500, subject to adjustment under section

15101 (c) (relating to commissioners sole contractors for county

generally), shall be in writing and shall, except as otherwise

specified, be made by advertising for bids.

(b) Bids.--

(1) Contracts or purchases in excess of the base amount

of 518,500, subiject to adjustment under section 15101 (c),

except those specified in subsection (h) and except as

provided by the act of October 27, 1979 (P.L.241, No.78),

entitled "An act authorizing political subdivisions,

municipality authorities and transportation authorities to

enter into contracts for the purchase of goods and the sale

of real and personal property where no bids are received,"

must be made:

(i) with and from the lowest responsible and
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responsive bidder submitting a bid in conformity with the

specifications approved by the county commissioners for

the contract or purchase;

(ii) after due notice in one newspaper of general

circulation, published or circulating in the countv:

(A) at least two times at intervals of not less

than three days where daily newspapers of general

circulation are employed for such publication; or

(B) once a week for two successive weeks where

weekly newspapers are emploved.

(2) The first notice under paragraph (1) (ii) shall be

published not less than 10 days prior to the date fixed for

the opening of bids.

(3) The reqguirements of this subsection need not be

followed in cases of emerdgency, but in emergency cases the

actual emergency shall be declared and stated by resolution

of the county commissioners.

(c) Receipt and opening of bids.——All bids shall be received

by the controller, or, for a county without a controller, by the

chief clerk of the countv commissioners, in sealed envelopes.

The following applyv:

(1) For a county of the second class A, bids shall be

opened publicly at a time and place to be designated in the

advertisement for bids. The figures shall be announced

publicly by the chief clerk or the chief clerk's designee and

referred to the appropriate departments for tabulation

without the presence of the county commissioners.

(2) For a county of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,

seventh or eighth class, bids shall be opened publicly at a

time and place specified in the advertisement for bids, in
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the presence of the controller or chief clerk, as the case

may be, by the county commissioners or their designee. The

controller or the chief clerk, shall keep a record of the

bids.

(d) Entire amount.-—-—

(1) The amount or price of the contract shall be the

entire amount which the county pays to the successful bidder

or the bidder's assigns less the value of personal property

transferred from the county to the bidder or the bidder's

assigns at any time during the duration of the contract, in

order to obtain the services or property, or both. The amount

of the contract may not be construed to mean only the amount

that is paid to acguire title or to receive any other

particular benefit of the whole bargain.

(2) The value of personal property transferred to the

bidder or the bidder's assigns upon execution of the contract

shall be specified in the bid. The method of determining the

value of personal property transferred to the bidder or his

assigns at a time during the duration of the contract shall

be specified in the bid and shall be determined using

generally accepted valuation methods.

(e) Acceptance of bids.--

(1) The acceptance of bids by advertising required under

this section shall be made by the controller, for a county of

the second class A, or by the county commissioners, for a

county of the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh or eighth

class. The acceptance of bids shall only be made by public

announcement at the meeting at which bids are opened, or at a

subseguent meeting, the time and place of which shall be

publicly announced when bids are opened. If for any reason
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the award is not made at either of the meetings, the same

business may be transacted at any subseguent meeting, the

time and place of which shall have been announced at the

previous meeting held for the award.

(2) The contract shall be awarded, or the bids shall be

rejected, within 30 days of the opening of the bids, except

for bids subiject to 62 Pa.C.S. (relating to procurement). A

30-day extension of the date for the award may be made by the

mutual written consent of the county commissioners and any

bidder that wishes to remain under consideration for award.

The county commissioners shall excuse from consideration any

bidder not wishing to agree to a reguest for extension of the

date for the award and shall release the bidder from any bid

bond or similar bid security furnished under subsection (f).

(3) A contract shall be filed with the controller, or

with the chief clerk as the case may be, immediately after

the execution.

(£) Security permitted.—--The county commissioners mav

require, as a necessarv condition of considering a bid, that any

bids advertised be accompanied by a cashier's check or other

irrevocable letter of credit in a reasonable amount drawn upon a

bank authorized to do business in this Commonwealth or by a bond

with corporate surety in a reasonable amount. In the event a

bidder shall, upon award of the contract to the bidder, fail to

comply with the reguirements of subsection (g) as to security

guaranteeing the performance of the contract, the security

furnished under this subsection shall be forfeited to the county

as ligquidated damages.

(a) Securitv reguired.--If a formal bid is reguired bv this

chapter, the successful bidder mayv be required to furnish a bond
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or irrevocable letter of credit or other security in an amount

sufficient to the county commissioners gquaranteeing performance

of the contract within 30 days after the contract has been

awarded, unless the county commissioners prescribe a shorter

period. The successful bidder for a contract which involves the

construction, erection, installation, completion, alteration,

repair of or addition to any public work or improvement of any

kind shall furnish security as provided in section 16118

(relating to contract performance security and payment bonds).

Performance security for services and contracts for labor and

materials delivered on a periodic basis, including food service

contracts, home health services and janitorial services and

supplies, mayv be computed on the expected average value for one

or more months at the discretion of the county commissioners.

Upon failure to furnish the security within the time fixed, the

previous awards shall be void. Deliveries, performances and

guarantees may be required in all cases of expenditures,

including the exceptions under subsection (h).

(h) Exceptions.——Contracts or purchases made by the county

commissioners for the following mav not reguire advertising,

bidding or price guotations:

(1) Maintenance, repairs or replacements for water,

electric light or other public works if not new additions,

extensions or enlargements of existing facilities and

equipment. Security may be required by the county

commissioners as in other cases for work done.

(2) Improvements, repairs and maintenance, made or

provided by the county through its own emplovees. This

paragraph does not apply to construction materials used in a

street improvement.
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1 (3) Particular tvpes, models or pieces of new eqguipment,

2 articles, apparatus, appliances, vehicles or parts thereof
3 requested by the county commissioners, which are patented and
4 manufactured or copyrighted products.
5 (4) Policies of insurance or surety company bonds.
6 (5) Public utility service and electricity, natural gas
7 or telecommunication services, provided that, for utilities
8 not under tariff with the Pennsylvania Public Utility
9 Commission, contracts made without advertising and bidding
10 shall be made only after receiving written or telephonic
11 price quotations in accordance with the procedures specified
12 in section 15101 (b).
13 (6) Services of members of the medical or legal
14 profession, registered architects, engineers, certified
15 public accountants or other personal services involving
16 professional expertise.
17 (7) Materials, supplies and equipment contracts entered
18 into by nonprofit cooperative hospital service associations
19 for hospitals and nursing homes which are part of the
20 institutional district or which are owned by the county,
21 operated by the county or affiliated with the county.
22 (8) Tangible client services provided by nonprofit
23 agencies. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term
24 "tangible client services" shall mean congregate meals, home-
25 delivered meals, transportation or chore services provided
26 through area agencies on aging.
27 (9) The sale, lease or loan of supplies or materials to
28 the county by a public body if the price is not in excess of
29 that fixed by the public body. The requirements of 53 Pa.C.S.
30 Ch. 23 Subch. A (relating to intergovernmental cooperation)
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may not apply when a county purchases cooperatively with

another public body that has entered into a contract for

supplies or materials. As used in this paragraph, the term

"oublic bodv" shall mean anv of the following:

(i) the Federal Government;

(ii) the Commonwealth;

(iii) any other state;

(iv) a political subdivision, local or municipal

authority, council of government, entity created in

accordance with 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 23 Subch. A or other

similar local entityv of the Commonwealth or any other

state; or

(v) an agency of the Federal Government, the

Commonwealth or any other state.

(10) The purchase of milk for counties of the second
class A.

(11) Construction management services.

(12) Computer software.
(i) Contracts for technology and information systems.--

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter to

the contrary, the county commissioners shall have authority

to enter into contracts for equipment and services related to

technology and information svstems on the basis of best wvalue

procurement.

(2) Contracts under best value procurement shall be made

only after the county has solicited proposals based on

performance and outcome specifications developed by the

countv and describing at minimum:

(1) the objectives to be met by the system;

(ii) the tasks to be performed by the system;
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(iii) the users of the system;
(iv) system security issues;
(v) the time frame for system implementation;:

(vi) potential operating technologies;

(vii) compatibility with existing svstems;

(viii) training and maintenance; and

(ix) the process by which the contract shall be

awarded.

(3) Best value procurement may not regquire a sealed bid

process and shall permit the county commissioners to

negotiate the terms of the agreement with any responsive and

responsible vendor.

(1) Other acts.——A contract subject to this chapter shall

comply, as applicable, with the provisions of:

(1) The act of August 15, 1961 (P.L.987, No.442), known

as the Pennsvylvania Prevailing Wage Act.

(2) The act of December 20, 1967 (P.L.869, No.385),

known as the Public Works Contractors' Bond Law of 1967.

(3) The act of January 23, 1974 (P.L.9, No.4), referred

to as the Public Contract Bid Withdrawal Law.

(4) The act of March 3, 1978 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the

Steel Products Procurement Act.

(5) The act of February 17, 1994 (P.L.73, No.7), known

as the Contractor and Subcontractor Payvment Act.

(6) 62 Pa.C.S. Chs. 37 Subch. B. (relating to motor

vehicles), 39 (relating to contracts for public works) and 45

(relating to antibid-rigging) .

(k) Shared fees and compensation.--Individuals, consultants,

firms or corporations contracting with a countv for purposes of

rendering personal or professional services to the county may
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not share with a county officer or emplovee, and county officers

or employees may not accept any portion of the compensation or

fees paid by the county for the contracted services provided to

the county except under the following terms or conditions:

(1) Full disclosure of all relevant information

regarding the sharing of the compensation or fees shall be

made to the county commissioners.

(2) The county commissioners must approve the sharing of

any fee or compensation for personal or professional services

prior to the performance of the services.

(3) Fees or compensation for personal or professional

services may not be shared except for work actually

performed.

(4) Shared fees or compensation for personal or

professional services mayv not be paid at a rate in excess of

that commensurate for similar personal or professional

services.

(L) ELECTRONIC BIDDING.--NOTHING IN THIS PART SHALL BE <--

CONSTRUED AS PROHIBITING A COUNTY FROM ELECTRONIC BIDDING TO THE

EXTENT AUTHORIZED BY 62 PA.C.S. CH. 46 (RELATING TO ELECTRONIC

BIDDING BY IOCAL GOVERNMENT UNITS) .

§ 15103. Evasion of advertising reguirements.
(a) Prohibition.—-
(1) No commissioner may evade the provisions of section

15102 (relating to contract procedures, terms and bonds and

advertising for bids), for advertising for bids or purchasing

or contracting for services and personal properties piece-—

meal, for the purpose of obtaining prices under the base

amount of $18,500, subject to adjustment under section

15101 (c) (relating to commissioners sole contractors for
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1 county generally), upon transactions which should, in the

2 exercise of reasonable discretion and prudence, be conducted
3 as one transaction amounting to more than the base amount of
4 $18,500, subject to adjustment under section 15101 (c). This
5 paragraph is intended to make unlawful the practice of
6 evading advertising requirements by making a series of
7 purchases or contracts each for less than the advertising
8 requirement price, or by making several simultaneous
9 purchases or contracts each below that price, if in either
10 case the transaction involved should have been made as one
11 transaction for one price.
12 (2) Commissioners who vote in violation of this
13 provision and who know that the transaction upon which the
14 commissioners so vote is or should be a part of a larger
15 transaction and that it is being divided in order to evade
16 the requirements as to advertising for bids shall be, jointly
17 and severally, subject to surcharge for any loss sustained.
18 (3) TIf it appears that a county commissioner may have
19 voted in violation of this section, but the purchase or
20 contract on which a county commissioner voted was not
21 approved by the board of commissioners, this section shall be
22 inapplicable.
23 (b) Criminal offense.--Each county commissioner who votes to

24 unlawfully evade section 15102 and who knows that the

25 transaction is or should be a part of a larger transaction and

26 that it is being divided in order to evade the reguirements as

27 to advertising for bids commits a misdemeanor of the third

28 degree for each contract entered into as a direct result of that

29 wvote. This penaltyv shall be in addition to anv surcharge that

30 may be assessed under subsection (a).
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S 15104. (Reserved) .

S 15105. Sales of personal property and surplus farm products.

(a) General rule.--Personal property and surplus farm

products of the county may not be disposed of by sale or

otherwise, except upon resolution of the county commissioners.

(b) Small lots.--If the county commissioners approve a sale

of the property or farm products, the commissioners shall

estimate the sale value of the entire lot to be disposed of,

and, if the estimate is less than $2,000, the commissioners

shall require notice of the proposed sale to be posted, for at

least 10 davys, in a prominent place in the courthouse,

describing and itemizing the property to be sold, and directing

that bids may be made at the office of the chief clerk of the

county commissioners. After the notice period, the county

commissioners mayv sell the property in whole or in part for the

best price or prices obtainable.

(c) Large lots.—-If the county commissioners estimate the

sale value of the personal property or of the surplus farm

products to be sold at $2,000 or more, the entire lot shall be

advertised for sale, once, in at least one newspaper of general

circulation in the county, and sale of the property advertised

shall be made to the highest and best bidder. The bids may not

be opened until at least 10 days after the advertisement.

(d) Auctions.—--The county commissioners may sell any

property at auction, but the notice contained in this section

shall be likewise observed as to the holding of auction sales.

(e) Exceptions.——The provisions of this section may not be

mandatory if county property is to be traded-in or exchanged for

new personal propertyv. The provisions of this section mav not

apply to sale of personal propertyv with real property as a
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single unit under section 16106.1 (relating to authority to sell

certain property as a single unit).

(£) Electronic auctions.—--A public auction of personal

property may be conducted by means of an online or electronic

auction sale. During an electronic auction sale, bids shall be

accepted electronically at the time and in the manner designated

in the advertisement. During the electronic auction, each bidder

shall have the capability to view the bidder's bid rank or the

high bid price. Bidders may increase bid prices during the

electronic auction. The record of the electronic auction shall

be accessible as a public record under the provisions of the act

of February 14, 2008 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the Right-to-Know

Law. The purchase price shall be paid by the high bidder

immediately or at a reasonable time after the conclusion of the

electronic auction as determined by the county commissioners. In

the event that shipping costs are incurred, the shipping costs

shall be paid by the high bidder. A county that has complied

with the advertising requirements of this section may provide

additional notice of the sale by bids or public auction in any

manner deemed appropriate by the county commissioners. The

advertisement for electronic auction sales authorized in this

subsection shall include the publicly accessible Internet

website of, or means of accessing, the electronic auction and

the date, time and duration of the electronic auction.

S 15106. Conflicts of interest prohibited.

(a) General rule.--Except as provided in subsection (b),

restrictions on the involvement of elected and appointed county

officers in a county contract shall be as prescribed in 65

Pa.C.S. Ch. 11 (relating to ethics standards and financial

disclosure) and the limitations and procedures under section
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15102 (k) (relating to contract procedures, terms and bonds and

advertising for bids).

(b) Architects and engineers and criminal offense.—-

Notwithstanding subsection (a), the following shall apply:

(1) It shall be unlawful for an architect or engineer

employved by a county of the second class A and engaged in the

preparation of plans, specifications or estimates, to bid or

negotiate on any public work contracted by the county, except

that an architect or engineer who prepared preliminary plans

only may bid on or negotiate the final contract for the work.

(2) It shall be unlawful for the officers of a county of

the second class A charged with the dutyv of contracting for

public work, to award a contract to an architect or engineer,

emploved by the countv who i1s interested in a contract for

public work for the county or for any architect or engineer

to receive any remuneration or gratuity from any person

interested in the contract except as provided under section

15102 (k) .

(3) A person violating any of the provisions of

paragraph (1) or (2) commits a misdemeanor in office and,

upon conviction, shall forfeit the office and be sentenced to

pay a fine not exceeding $500, or to imprisonment for not

more than six months, or both.

S 15107. Application of contract provisions.

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all of the

contractual powers of the county commissioners contained in this

part, or other laws not inconsistent with this chapter, and the

mention of powers of contract outside this chapter shall not be

construed as disregarding the applicable provisions of this

chapter.
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§ 15107.1. Printing contracts.

(a) Responsible bidders.—-—-In counties of the second class A,

the county commissioners may, by resolution, require that a

printing firm presenting a bid for countv printing establish

itself as a responsible bidder bv reguiring that:

(1) The printing firm file, with the chief clerk of the

county commissioners, a sworn statement to the effect that

employees are receiving the prevailing wage rate and are

working under conditions prevalent in the locality in which

the work is produced.

(2) If a collective bargaining agreement is in effect

between an emplover and emplovees who are represented by a

responsible organization that is not influenced or controlled

by the management, the agreement and the provisions of the

agreement shall be considered as conditions prevalent in the

locality and shall be the minimum reguirements for being

deemed a responsible bidder under this chapter.

(3) In case a dispute arises as to what is the

prevailing rate of wages for work applicable to the contract,

which cannot be adijusted by the county commissioners, the

matter shall be referred to the county salaryv board and the

board's decision shall be conclusive.

(b) Prevailing wage rate.—--If the wage rates vary in any

district in a county, then a printing firm that pays wages at

least equal to those in any agreement, shall, for the purposes

of this chapter, be deemed to be paving the prevailing wage

rate.

(c) Definition.—--As used in this section, the term

"prevailing wage rate" means at least the minimum wages that are

received by emplovees of a printing firm, in second class A
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counties as a result of a collective bargaining agreement

negotiated by an emplover with a responsible organization

representing the emplovees.

S 15107.2. Prohibited contract provisions.

A political subdivision or authoritv in a countv of the

second class A may not enter into a contract related to a

redevelopment capital assistance project under section 318 of

the act of February 9, 1999 (P.L.1, No.l), known as the Capital

Facilities Debt Enabling Act, which contains a provision

requiring that a specified percentage of a contracting partv's

work force be residents of a specific municipality.

CHAPTER 153

SPECTAL POWERS AND DUTIES OF COUNTIES

Subchapter
A. (Reserved)
B. (Reserved)
C. (Reserved)
D. County Histories

E. Animal and Plant Husbandry

F. Communications

G. Prevention and Control of Floods

G.1l. Disaster Emergency Aid to Municipalities in Counties of

the Third through Eighth Class

H. Aid to Firefighting Departments and Companies

H.1l. Fire Marshal and Assistant Fire Marshals in Counties of

the Third through Eighth Class

I. Utilities

J. (Reserved)

K. Rewards and Bounties

I.. Garbage and Refuse Disposal
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M. (Reserved)

N. Appropriations to Industrial Development Agencies

O. Surplus Foods and Food Stamp Program

P. Historical Property and Museums

P. Legal Aid Services

Q. Transportation and Traffic Control Devices

R. (Reserved)

S. Appropriations for Recreation and Historic and Museum
Projects of Municipal Corporations, Authorities and
Nonprofit Organizations

T. Appropriations to Institutions of Higher ILearning or to
Nonprofit Educational Trusts in Counties of the Third
through Eighth Class

U. Agreements with Federal Government for the Promotion of
Health or Welfare

V. Appropriations for Reservoirs and Water Resources

W. Tourist Promotion Agencies

X. Crime Detection Laboratory and Police Training School in
Counties of the Third Class

Y. Parking Facilities

Z. Revenue Bonds for Industrial Development Projects

Z. Grants to Nonprofit Art Corporations

Z. Commission on Women

Z. Civil Service in Counties of the Second Class A

Z. Insuring County Against Toss or ILiability

Z. Lot and Block System in Counties of the Second Class A

SUBCHAPTER A

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER B

(Reserved)
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SUBCHAPTER C

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER D

COUNTY HISTORIES

Sec.

15328. County history.

15329. Payment to historical societies.

15330. OQualification of society.

15331. Restoration and preservation of historic sites.

§ 15328. County history.

The county commissioners, either independently or in

connection with anv other municipalityv within the countv or a

society or organization, mav appropriate monev for the

compilation of a countyv war history or anv general history or

historical account related to the historical records and

government of the county, and for publication and distribution.

S 15329. Payment to historical societies.

(a) Payvments.—--The county commissioners may pay, out of the

county money not otherwise appropriated, a sum of money to a

county historical society, gqualified under section 15330

(relating to gualification of society), to assist in paving

expenses. If a county historical society is comprised of

residents of more than one county, the county commissioners of

the respective counties may Jjointly pay the sum in such

proportion as the county commissioners shall agree.

(b) Vouchers.——-Appropriations may not be renewed until

vouchers have been filed with the county commissioners showing

that the appropriation for any prior vear has been expended

under this chapter.

§ 15330. OQualification of society.
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A historical society eligible to receive county money

according to the provisions of section 15329 (relating to

pavment

to historical societies) shall:

(1) be a not-for-profit corporation, in good standing

and registered according to the laws of this Commonwealth

with

the Pennsvlvania Commission on Charitable Organizations;

(2) have operated for two vears prior to receiving an

appropriation from a county; and

(3) control and operate a museum or other facility

related to the history of the county or this Commonwealth

that

is open to the public at least 100 davs per vyear.

§ 15331.

Restoration and preservation of historic sites.

The county commissioners may make appropriations out of

county money to anvyv nonprofit corporation organized for the

burpose

of restoring and preserving historic sites that are

within the county. For the purposes of this section, an eligible

historic site shall be listed or eligible to be listed in the

National Register of Historic Places or designated as historic

by resolution of the county commissioners.

SUBCHAPTER FE

ANTMATL AND PLANT HUSBANDRY

sec.

15335. Appropriations for prevention of cruelty to animals.

15336. Cooperative Extension, natural resources, 4-H youth,
families, nutrition and community development.

15337. Agricultural or horticultural societies.

15338. Suppression of animal and plant disease.

15339. County fair associations in counties of the third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class.

§ 15335. Appropriations for prevention of cruelty to animals.
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The county commissioners may appropriate money toward the

maintenance of an organization or society, incorporated under

the laws of this Commonwealth, for the prevention of cruelty to

animals and which, for a period of at least two years prior to

the making of the appropriation, shall have been engaged in

carrying out the purposes of its incorporation, in whole or in

part, within the county.

S 15336. Cooperative Extension, natural resources, 4-H youth,

families, nutrition and community development.

(a) Appropriations.—--The county commissioners may make

annual appropriations for Cooperative Extension work, in

cooperation with The Pennsvlvania State Universityv, to support

improved methods of agricultural production and management,

economic development, familv and vouth programming and practical

instruction and demonstrations, both in-person and online. The

purpose of these activities is to help communities, businesses

and people solve problems and improve their guality of life.

The moneyv shall be expended according to rules and regulations

prescribed or approved by the county commissioners to support

Cooperative Extension's mission to provide educational

opportunities to constituents, regardless of where the expertise

is located.

(b) Cooperative Extension services.—--Cooperative Extension

shall provide counties access to The Pennsylvania State

University's science-based information, expertise and education

and shall continually work to expand access to its Statewide

programs through technology channels.

(c) Offices.——The countyv commissioners mav provide offices

in the countv for headguarters for cooperative work under this

section.
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§ 15337. Agricultural or horticultural societies.

(a) Appropriations.——-The county commissioners are authorized

to make appropriations annually out of the current revenues of

the county to an incorporated agricultural or horticultural

society or association located within the county.

(b) Additional appropriations.—-—-The county commissioners are

authorized to make additional appropriations annually out of the

current revenues of the county to an incorporated agricultural

or horticultural society or association located within the

Commonwealth.
S 15338. Suppression of animal and plant disease.
(a) Appropriations.—-The county commissioners may make

appropriations from county money and cooperate with the

Department of Agriculture, for the purpose of controlling and

suppressing:
(1) dangerous transmissible diseases of domestic
animals;
(2) dangerous plant diseases;
(3) insect pests; and
(4) diseases of honeybees.
(b) Agreements.--For the purpose of carrying out this

section, the county commissioners may enter into agreements with

the Department of Agriculture concerning terms, rules,

regulations and practices for conducting the work.

§ 15339. County fair associations in counties of the third,

fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class.

The county commissioners in counties of the third, fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class mav appropriate annually,

out of current revenues, to an incorporated nonprofit

agriculture association or a nonprofit county fair association
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located within the county, for the repair and maintenance of the

real estate, buildings and structures within the county used

annually by the association for county agriculture fairs and

exhibitions, regardless of if the real estate is owned by the

county and leased to the association.

SUBCHAPTER F

COMMUNICATIONS

Sec.

15343. Appropriations for radio broadcasting station.

15344. Appropriations for police, fire and other public safety

radio and telecommunications networks.

§ 15343. Appropriations for radio broadcasting station.

The county commissioners may make an appropriation for the

purpose of assisting a naval reserve unit or amateur radio

league in maintaining, equipping and operating a shortwave radio

broadcasting station or cable television community access

stations geared to public access, educational access or

governmental access, which shall be available for public use in

the event of emergency or disaster.

§ 15344. Appropriations for police, fire and other public

safetyv radio and telecommunications networks.

The county commissioners may make appropriations for the

erection, operation and maintenance of a county police radio,

fire and other public safety radio and telecommunications

networks.
SUBCHAPTER G
PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF FTLOODS
sec.
15347. Prevention and control of floods.

S 15347. Prevention and control of floods.
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(a) Prevention and control of floods.--The county

commissioners may borrow, appropriate and expend money and may

acguire by purchase or dedication or by the power of eminent

domain real property, or any interest in real property, for the

purpose of cleansing, maintaining, requlating, improving and

controlling rivers, streams and other bodies of water and

stormwater drainage systems lving within the boundaries of the

county, either in whole or in part, for the prevention and

control of floods. The county commissioners may make contracts

and expenditures for the cleansing, maintenance, regulation,

improvement and control of waters and drainage systems and for

the prevention and control of floods by storage or retaining

reservoirs, or otherwise, in parts of waters bevond the limits

of the countyv or of the Commonwealth, if, in the county

commissioner's Jjudgment, the expenditures are necessary and for

the benefit of the county.

(b) Investigations.—-—-The county commissioners may make

appropriations and expenditures for investigating and examining

or for assisting in the investigation and examination of the

condition of waters for the purpose of subsection (a).

(c) Agreements.—--The countv commissioners mav enter into

agreements with the United States Secretary of Defense or other

public authorities empowered to act under any law of the United

States or of this or any other state, as may be necessary and

proper for the prevention and control of floods.

(d) Bonds.—-In exercising the powers under this chapter, the

county commissioners mayv, subject to the limitation of the

Constitution of Pennsylvania, issue interest bearing bonds of

the county in accordance with the provisions of 53 Pa.C.S. Pt.

VII Subpt. B (relating to indebtedness and borrowing) .
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SUBCHAPTER G.1

DISASTER EMERGENCY ATID TO MUNICIPALITIES

IN COUNTIES OF THE THIRD THROUGH EIGHTH CLASS

Sec.
15348. Fmergency appropriation to municipal corporations.
§ 15348. FEmergency appropriation to municipal corporations.
(a) Appropriations.--The county commissioners of counties of

the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class may

appropriate money for the purpose of assisting municipal

corporations within the county with any cleanup, maintenance,

repair and improvements undertaken as a result of damage

incurred or a dangerous condition caused by either a disaster

emergency within the countyv declared by the Governor or a local

emergency declared by the governing body of a municipal

corporation within the county.

(b) Definitions.—-—As used in this section, the following

words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

subsection unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Disaster emergency." As defined in 35 Pa.C.S. § 7102

(relating to definitions).

"Local emergencv." As defined in 35 Pa.C.S. § 7102.

SUBCHAPTER H

ATD TO FIREFIGHTING DEPARTMENTS AND COMPANIES

Sec.

15351. Counties of seventh and eighth classes and

appropriations to borough fire departments and

volunteer fire companies.

15352. Establishment of fire training schools.

§ 15351. Counties of seventh and eighth classes and

appropriations to borough fire departments and
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volunteer fire companies.

tar—2Appropriatieonrs——The county commissioners of a county of <--

the seventh or eighth class may make an appropriation annually

to the fire department of a bereweh MUNICIPAL CORPORATION in the <--

countv or to a volunteer fire companv located withimapborough— <--

in the county that gives fire protection to appreoximatelvy—aiit— <--

parts of the county. Moneyv appropriated to a fire department or

fire company shall be used for the purchase, maintenance and

repair of firefighting eguipment.

§ 15352. Establishment of fire training schools.

(a) Appropriations.—--The county commissioners may

appropriate annual money to lawfully organized or incorporated

county or regional firemen's associations to establish, equip,

maintain and operate, and the county commissioners may

establish, equip, maintain and operate, fire training schools or

centers for the purpose of giving instruction and practical

training in the prevention, control and fighting of fire and

related fire department emergencies to the members of paid fire

departments and volunteer fire companies in anv city, borough,

town or township within the county.

(b) Regional fire training schools.—--If a firemen's

association is comprised of residents of two or more counties or

contemplates operation of a regional fire training school in two

Oor more counties, the county commissioners may appropriate money

to the association.

SUBCHAPTER H.1
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FIRE MARSHATL AND ASSTISTANT FTIRE MARSHATLS IN

COUNTIES OF THE THIRD THROUGH EIGHTH CLASS

Sec.

15353. Appointment.

§ 15353. Appointment.

(a) Appointment.--The county commissioners of a county of

the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class may

appoint a fire marshal and assistant fire marshals as necessary

to perform duties relating to the prevention and control of fire

as the countyv commissioners deem to be in the best interests of

the county.

(b) Duties.—--A fire marshal or assistant fire marshal may

not be assigned duties that will conflict with fire marshals or

municipal fire marshals or powers relating to the control of

fires conferred by law upon the Pennsylvania State Police.

(c) Compensation.——Compensation for the fire marshal and

assistant fire marshals shall be set by the county salary board.

SUBCHAPTER T

UTILITTIES

Sec.

15355. Drilling gas wells and laving gas lines.

15356. Contracts for relocation, change or elevation of
railroads.
15357. County may assist municipalities.

§ 15355. Drilling gas wells and laving gas lines.

(a) Contracts.——For the purpose of furnishing gas for light

and fuel to the county buildings and for other purposes, the

countyv commissioners mav contract for:

(1) The drilling of gas wells upon lands owned by the

county.
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(2) The laving of gas lines equipped with modern

appliances and machinery as may be necessary.

(b) Procedure.--Contracts under this section, including

contracts for the building of rigs or derricks and the purchase

of machinery, shall be made by the county commissioners in the

manner provided for in Chapter 151 (relating to contracts).

S 15356. Contracts for relocation, change or elevation of

railroads.

The county commissioners may enter into contracts with a

railroad company to relocate, change or elevate the railroads

within the countv in such manner as, in the Jjudgment of the

board, mav be best adapted to secure the safetyv of lives and

property and promote the interest of the county.

§ 15357. County may assist municipalities.

(a) Assistance.--Upon the request of a political subdivision

within a county, the county may assist the political subdivision

in negotiations or a contest with a public utility company and

may use or allow the political subdivision to use the legal,

engineering, accounting or clerical service of the county.

(b) Intervention.—-The county commissioners may enter their

appearance as interveners or otherwise in a proceeding before

the Pennsvlvania Public Utility Commission or before a court in

a proceeding involving a controversy between a political

subdivision in the county and a public utility company.

SUBCHAPTER J

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER K

REWARDS AND BOUNTIES

Sec.

15371. Rewards for detection or apprehension of criminals.
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1 15372. (Reserved) .

2 S 15371. Rewards for detection or apprehension of criminals.

3 (a) Rewards.—-—-The county commissioners may offer a reward,

4 1in addition to that authorized by law, for information leading

5 to the detection or apprehension of an individual charged with

6 or perpetrating a felonv or misdemeanor, or aiding or abetting.

7 (b) Payvment of rewards.—--Upon the conviction of an

8 individual under subsection (a), the county commissioners may

9 pay the reward out of the county treasury, but in no case may

10 the owner of stolen propertv be entitled to the reward for the

11 detection or apprehension of the individual who commits the

12 offense of larceny.

13 (c) Misdemeanors.—-—In cases of misdemeanors, the county

14 commissioners must have the approval of the president judge of

15 the court of common pleas of the county before offering or

16 pavying a reward.

17 § 15372. (Reserved).

18 SUBCHAPTER L

19 GARBAGE AND REFUSE DISPOSAL
20 Sec.

21 15375. Municipal waste processing and disposal in county

22 facilities.

23 § 15375. Municipal waste processing and disposal in county

24 facilities.

25 (a) Power.—--The county commissioners shall have the power

26 to:

27 (1) operate or provide for the operation of municipal

28 waste processing and disposal facilities, including municipal
29 waste landfills, resource recovery facilities and recycling
30 facilities; and
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(2) enter into agreements or contracts with any person,

corporation or political subdivision for the disposal of

municipal waste in the facilities constructed and maintained

by the county and charge and receive fees for services

provided under this subsection.

(b) Acqguisition of real propertv.—-—-A county may acguire by

gift, lease, purchase by current revenues, borrowing oOr

incurring indebtedness or eminent domain real property within

the county for the purpose of constructing any facility under

subsection (a) or other buildings necessary to operate the

facility. If private property is taken by eminent domain, the

countv shall acguire the entire title, either in fee or

otherwise, held by the owner or ownhers of the propertv or of anv

interest.

(c) Definitions.—-—-As used in this section, the following

words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

subsection unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Municipal waste landfill." As defined in the act of July

28, 1988 (P.L..556, No.101), known as the Municipal Waste

Planning, Recvyvcling and Waste Reduction Act.

"Recvcling facilityv." As defined in the Municipal Waste

Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act.

"Resource recovery facility." As defined in the Municipal

Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act.

SUBCHAPTER M

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER N

APPROPRTATTIONS TO INDUSTRIATL DEVELOPMENT AGENCTIES

Sec.

15385. Appropriations to industrial development agencies by
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counties.

15386. (Reserved) .

§ 15385. Appropriations to industrial development agencies by
counties.

The county commissioners may annually appropriate amounts as

deemed necessary to an industrial development organization, as

defined in section 2301 of the act of June 29, 1996 (P.1.434,

No.67), known as the Job Enhancement Act, to assist the agencies

in the:

(1) financing of operational costs for the purposes of

making studies, surveys and investigations and compiling data

and statistics; and

(2) carrving out of planning and promotional programs.

S 15386. (Reserved) .

SUBCHAPTER O

SURPLUS FOODS AND FOOD STAMP PROGRAM

Sec.

15390. Appropriations for handling, storage and distribution of

surplus foods.

15391. (Reserved) .

S 15390. Appropriations for handling, storage and distribution

of surplus foods.

The county commissioners mav appropriate from county money,

or, in counties of the second class A and third class from

county institution district money, money for the handling,

storage and distribution of surplus foods obtained through a

Federal, State or local agency.

S 15391. (Reserved) .

SUBCHAPTER P

HISTORICAL PROPERTY AND MUSEUMS
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Sec.

15395. Acguisition, repair and maintenance of historical

property.

15395.1. Contributions to museums of fine art or natural

history.

S 15395. Acguisition, repailr and maintenance of historical

property.

The county commissioners may acgquire by purchase or by gift

and repair, supervise, operate and maintain ancient landmarks

and other property of historical or antiguarian interest that is

listed or eligible to be listed in the National Register of

Historic Places or designated as historic by resolution of the

county commissioners.

S 15395.1. Contributions to museums of fine art or natural

history.

The county commissioners may appropriate money from county

money for the purpose of contributing toward the cost of

operating, maintaining or carrving out or furthering the

purposes of institutes or museums of fine art or natural history

that is:

(1) located within the countyv on public property;

(2) established by private grant or bequest;

(3) open to the public; and

(4) not used for private or corporate profit.

SUBCHAPTER P.1

LEGAL AID SERVICES

Sec.

15396. Appropriations for legal aid services.

S 15396. Appropriations for legal aid services.

The county commissioners may appropriate money for pavment to
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nonprofit legal aid associations or societies or county bar

associations that provide legal aid services for indigent

persons in civil matters in the county.

SUBCHAPTER Q

TRANSPORTATTION AND TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

Sec.

15397. Improvement of operation and facilities.

15398. Money for traffic control devices.

S 15397. Improvement of operation and facilities.

The countyv commissioners may enter into contracts and long

range cooperative programs with Federal, State and local

governmental agencies, public utilities or authorities for the

improvement of transportation operations and facilities within

and across county lines. The county commissioners may

independently or in cooperation with any other county or

municipality appropriate money annually in furtherance of

transportation improvements and may also accept on behalf of the

county gifts, grants and Federal and State loans in connection

to a transportation improvement.

§ 15398. Money for traffic control devices.

The county commissioners may contribute monev to any

municipal corporation within the county for the erection and

maintenance of any traffic signal, as defined under 67 Pa. Code

S 212.1. (relating to definitions).

SUBCHAPTER R

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER S

APPROPRTATTIONS FOR RECREATTION AND HISTORIC AND

MUSEUM PROJECTS OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS,

AUTHORITIES AND NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
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Sec.

15399. Appropriations for recreation and historic and museum

projects.

§ 15399. Appropriations for recreation and historic and museum

projects.

(a) Appropriations.—--The county commissioners may

appropriate county monevy for grants to assist municipal

corporations and authorities within the county, as well as

nonprofit organizations, in the purchase, acguisition,

improvement, equipping or landscaping of the following:

(1) lands;

(2) buildings and facilities, along with the demolition

of buildings and facilities;

(3) parks, recreation areas, open space projects and

other outdoor projects; and

(4) historic and museum projects.

(b) Definitions.—-—As used in this section, the term

"nonprofit organization" shall mean an entity which is tax

exempt under section 501 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986

(Public TLaw 99-514, 26 U.S.C. § 501(a)), as amended, or any

successor provisions, not operated for profit and organized to:

(1) preserve Oor conserve open space, natural resources

or natural habitats;

(2) promote outdoor recreation and the acguisition and

development of facilities related thereto; or

(3) preserve sites of historical significance.

SUBCHAPTER T

APPROPRTATTIONS TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

LEARNING OR TO NONPROFIT EDUCATIONAL TRUSTS IN

COUNTIES OF THE THTIRD THROUGH EIGHTH CLASS
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Sec.

15399%9a. Appropriations to institutions of higher learning or to

nonprofit educational trusts.

§ 1539%a. Appropriations to institutions of higher learning or

to nonprofit educational trusts.

The county commissioners may appropriate county monevy in

amounts as may be deemed necessary to any of the following

institutions or trusts located within the county to assist the

institution or trust in the financing of the functions specified

by the county commissioners:

(1) Nonsectarian institutions of higher learning.

(2) A nonprofit educational trust created for the

purpose of constructing or maintaining facilities for

Pennsvlvania State System of Higher Education universities

and State-related universities, including The Pennsylvania

State University, Lincoln University, Temple University and

the University of Pittsburgh.

SUBCHAPTER U

AGREEMENTS WITH FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR THE

PROMOTION OF HEALTH OR WELFARE

Sec.

15399b. Federal health and welfare programs.

S 15399Db. Federal health and welfare programs.

(a) Agreements.—--

(1) The county commissioners may enter into an agreement

with the Federal Government, or with any city, borough, town,

township or nonprofit corporation or association located or

carryving on the functions of the nonprofit corporation or

association within the county or serving the residents of the

county.
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(2) The county commissioners may only enter into an

agreement under paragraph (1) with a city, borough, town,

township, nonprofit corporation or association that has or

will contract with the Federal Government or the Commonwealth

whereby the Federal Government will provide a portion of the

money necessary, pavable either to the county or State or

directly to the city, borough, town, township, nonprofit

corporation or association to provide a program not in

conflict with a Federal or State program for the promotion of

the health or welfare of the Commonwealth's residents.

(b) Donations.—--The county may accept gifts or grants of

monevy, propertv or services from anv source, public or private,

and may appropriate moneyv as may be necessary to carry out a

program under subsection (a).

SUBCHAPTER V

APPROPRIATIONS FOR RESERVOIRS AND WATER RESOURCES

Sec.
15399¢c. Appropriations for reservoirs and water resources.
S 15399¢c. Appropriations for reservoirs and water resources.

(a) Facilities.—--

(1) The countyv commissioners mav borrow, appropriate and

expend money for the construction, acgquisition by purchase,

lease or otherwise, operation and maintenance of dams,

reservoirs, wells and other facilities for the utilization of

surface, subsurface and groundwater resources and all related

structures, appurtenances and eqguipment necessary for the use

of dams, reservoirs, wells and other facilities.

(2) The county commissioners may acguire by purchase,

lease, gift or the exercise of power of eminent domain, sites

for a facility listed under paragraph (1) in accordance with
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the following:

(i) The countyv commissioners shall obtain a permit

from the Department of Environmental Protection whenever

a permit is reguired bv law.

(ii) The county commissioners may not acguire by the

exercise of power of eminent domain the property of a

public utility subiject to the jurisdiction of the Federal

Energy Regulatory Commission or the Pennsvlvania Public

Utility Commission.

(b) Agreements and contracts.--The countv commissioners mavy

enter into:

(1) agreements for the regulation of withdrawals,

diversions and sales of waters from dams, reservoirs, wells

and other facilities, subject to the approval of Federal,

State or interstate agencies which may have primary

jurisdiction over water resources. Dams, wells and reservoirs

acguired by purchase, lease or otherwise or constructed by

the county commissioners mayv not be used for the generation

of electric enerqgy; and

(2) contracts or long-range cooperative programs with

Federal, State, interstate and local government agencies or

public utilities for the development and use of the county's

water resources.

(c) Regqulation of agreements and contracts.--

(1) It shall be lawful for any county to execute

agreements and contracts as deemed necessary or advisable

with an authority organized by the county to:

(1) provide, design, acqguire, hold, construct,

improve, own, lease, as lessor or lessee, maintain and

operate dams, reservoirs, wells and other facilities for
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the utilization of surface, subsurface and groundwater

resources and all necessary related structures,

appurtenances and eguipment;

(ii) grant, convey, lease, transfer, encumber,

mortgage and pledge to the authority the dams,

reservoirs, wells and related facilities and any

improvements and additions; and

(iid) assign and pledge to the authority rentals,

rates and charges charged and collected by the authority

and to assign to the authority the power to collect the

the rentals, rates and charges.

(2) An agreement, contract, grant, convevance, lease,

assignment, encumbrance, mortgage or pledge under paragraph

(1) shall not be construed to prevent the affected county

from using tax revenues for the purpose of maintaining,

repairing, altering, inspecting or improving the dams,

reservoirs, wells and related facilities.

(d) Sale of water.—--A county may enter into an agreement and

contract for the sale of water to a municipality, authority or

public utility at a reasonable and uniform rate to be determined

exclusively by the county.

SUBCHAPTER W

TOURIST PROMOTION AGENCIES

Sec.

15399d. Tourist promotion agencies and appropriations.

S 15399d. Tourist promotion agencies and appropriations.

(a) Creation.——The county commissioners may create or join

with other counties in the creation of a tourist promotion

agency, as defined under the act of July 4, 2008 (P.L.621,

No.50), known as the Tourism Promotion Act, for the purpose of
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making studies, surveys and investigations and for planning and

carrving out promotional programs and projects designed to

stimulate and increase the volume of tourist, visitor and

vacation business within the county or counties.

(b) Appropriation.——-The county commissioners may appropriate

annually an amount of money as may be deemed necessary to any

tourist promotion agency, as defined under the Tourism Promotion

Act, to assist the agencies in carrving out tourism promotional

activities.

SUBCHAPTER X

CRIME DETECTION LABORATORY AND POLICE TRAINING SCHOOL

IN COUNTIES OF THE THTRD CLASS

sSec.

15399%e. Crime detection laboratories and police training
schools.

§ 15399e. Crime detection laboratories and police training
schools.

The county commissioners of a county of the third class may

appropriate money and provide for establishing a crime detection

laboratory and police training school for the:

(1) use of anv political subdivision situated within the

county; and

(2) training of police emploved by the political

subdivision.

SUBCHAPTER Y

PARKING FACILITIES

Sec.

15399f. Parking facilities.

§ 15399f. Parking facilities.

(a) Appropriation.—--The county commissioners may appropriate
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money from the county treasury for purchasing, constructing,

maintaining and operating a motor vehicle parking facilitv to be

used as a county facility.

(b) Lease.—--The county commissioners, or a municipal

authority created by the county commissioners, may lease a

parking facility, or the land to be used for a parking facility,

to a city, borough or township in which the parking facility is

located or shall be constructed or a parking authority created

by the city, borough or township.

(c) Authorization.——The county commissioners may create and

appropriate money to a municipal authorityv under subsection (b).

SUBCHAPTER Z

REVENUE BONDS FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Sec.

15399¢g. Issuance of revenue bonds for industrial development

projects.

S 15399qg. Issuance of revenue bonds for industrial development

projects.

(a) General rule.--

(1) The county commissioners may issue revenue bonds of

the county under 53 Pa.C.S. Pt. VIT Subpt. B (relating to

indebtedness and borrowing) to provide sufficient money for

and toward the acgquisition, construction, reconstruction,

extension, equipping or improvement of an industrial

development project.

(2) A project under paragraph (1) mav consist of anv

building or facility, or combination or part of a building or

facility, occupied or utilized by an industrial,

manufacturing or research and development enterprise existing

or acquired on January 12, 1968, including any buildings,
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improvements, additions, extensions, replacements,

appurtenances, lands, rights in land, water rights,

franchises, machinerv, equipment, furnishings, landscaping,

utilities, railroad spurs and sidings, wharfs, approaches and

roadwavs necessarv or desirable in connection or incidental

to the building or facility for the purposes of the project.

(3) A bond issued under paragraph (1) shall be secured

solely by the pledge of the whole or part of the fees, rents,

tolls or charges derived from the ownership or operation of

the facility or for the use or services of the facility.

(b) TIease of project.—-—An industrial development project

financed by the issuance of revenue bonds under this section may

be leased by the countv in whole or in part to a lessee or

lessees for a period of vears equal in time to the period of

maturity of the bonds so issued.

(c) Costs of bond issue.—--Included in the cost of the bond

issue may be any costs and expenses incident to constructing and

financing the facilities and selling and distributing the bonds.

(d) Transfer.--The county commissioners mav:

(1) Sell, lease, lend, grant, convey, transfer or pav

over the following, with or without consideration, to any

authority created under the act of August 23, 1967 (P.1..251,

No.102), known as the Economic Development Financing Law:
(i) a project or part of a project; or
(i) any interest in real or personal property or

monevy available for industrial development purposes,

including the proceeds of revenue bonds issued for

industrial development purposes under subsection (a).

(2) Assign, transfer and set over to an authoritv anv

project or interest in real or personal property listed under
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paragraph (1), along with any contract for the project or

interest, which may have been awarded for the construction of

projects not begun or not completed.

(e) Power to enter into contract.--The countv commissioners

mav_enter into a contract or agreement with an authoritv or with

a tenant or proposed tenant of an industrial development project

and to do all things necessary or proper to effectuate the

public purpose of this section.

SUBCHAPTER 7.1

GRANTS TO NONPROFIT ART CORPORATIONS

Sec.

15399h. Grants to nonprofit art corporations.

S 15399h. Grants to nonprofit art corporations.

(a) Authorization.—--The county commissioners may make grants

annually, not exceeding an amount egual to one mill of the real

estate tax to nonprofit art corporations for artistic and

cultural activities.

(b) Definitions.—-—-As used in this section, the following

words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

subsection unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Artistic and cultural activities." The term includes the

display or production of theater, music, dance, painting,

architecture, sculpture, arts and crafts, photography, film,

graphic arts and design and creative writing.

"Nonprofit art corporation." A local arts council,

commission or coordinating agency or any other nonprofit

corporation engaged in the production or display of works of

art, including the visual, written or performing arts.

SUBCHAPTER Z.2

COMMISSION ON WOMEN
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1 Sec.

2 153991, Commission on the status of women.
3 § 153991. Commission on the status of women.
4 The county commissioners may establish a commission on the

5 status of women.

6 SUBCHAPTER 7.3

7 CIVIL SERVICE TN COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS A

8 Sec.

9 153997. Civil service for certain employees.
10 § 153997. Civil service for certain employees.
11 The county commissioners of a county of the second class A

12 mayv establish by ordinance a merit system for the selection,

13 tenure, promotion and discharge of emplovees involved in any

14 work for which the county receives or is eligible to receive

15 Federal or State grants—-in-aid.

16 SUBCHAPTER 7.4
17 INSURING COUNTY AGAINST LOSS OR LIABILITY
18 Sec.

19 15399k. Insurance.

20 § 15399k. Insurance.

21 (a) General rule.--The county commissioners may provide for

22 insurance as theyv deem appropriate on the real and personal

23 property of the county, including all grounds, buildings and

24 contents, vehicles and information technology.

25 (b) Types of insurance.—--In addition to any form of

26 comprehensive, general or umbrella liabilityv insurance, the

27 board of commissioners may acguire insurance against any form of

28 loss or liabilityv, including crime, fire, natural disaster,

29 errors and omissions of officers or emplovees, vehicle operation

30 and use of information technology.
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SUBCHAPTER 7.5

LOT AND BLOCK SYSTEM IN

COUNTIES OF THE SECOND CLASS A

Sec.

153991. Lot and block svyvstem.

15399m. Duties of county officers and employees under lot and

block system.

S 153991. Tot and block system.

A county of the second class A which, on December 24, 2018,

has adopted and maintains a lot and block system for the

registration of land titles, for the accumulation of county tax

liens and for the enumeration of the parcels of real estate for

the assessment of real estate taxes in one or more political

subdivisions of the county may continue to operate a lot and

block system until the board of commissioners deem appropriate.

S 15399m. Duties of county officers and employvees under lot and

block system.

(a) Custody of records.—--If a lot and block system under

section 153991 (relating to lot and block system) remains in

effect, the portion of the system relating to the plats, plat

books and the upkeep of the plats and plat books shall remain in

the custody of the deed registry office of the county. The

portion of the system containing the files, cards, indexes and

other records relating to the liening of county taxes shall

remain in and be maintained by the office of the controller of

the county.

(b) Assessments.-—-

(1) The district assessors appointed by the county board

of assessment appeals, whose assessments are being made

within the municipal subdivisions that have had the lot and
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1 block system completed, shall use the lot and block system

2 descriptive numbers in the original books of assessment.
3 (2) The board of assessment appeals shall, within
4 municipal subdivisions covered by a lot and block system,
5 correct any assessment in which the lot and block system
6 descriptive number is absent.
7 (3) The recorder of deeds shall receive and record any
8 deed that refers to a specific parcel of real estate. If the
9 deed does not bear the certification by the custodian of the
10 lot and block system that the descriptive numbers
11 incorporated in the description of the real estate are
12 correct, the recorder of deeds shall obtain the certification
13 from the custodian of the lot and block system before
14 transcribing any deed lacking the certification.
15 (4) The treasurer or tax collector of each city,
16 borough, town, township or school district in which the 1ot
17 and block system has been completed under the order of court
18 shall place upon each tax bill sent out, and upon each tax
19 receipt issued upon payment, the lot and block system
20 descriptive numbers.
21 (5) The county controller and the treasurer, tax
22 collector or solicitor, as the case may be in a city,
23 borough, township or school district, within which the lot
24 and block system has been completed, shall, at the time of
25 filing liens for unpaid taxes with the prothonotary, set
26 forth on the liens the individual lot and block system
277 descriptive numbers, and the prothonotary may not receive and
28 file a lien unless the descriptive numbers are contained on
29 the lien.
30 (6) For the purposes of the sale of real estate for
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delinguent taxes, either by the sheriff of the county, the

board of commissioners and treasurer of the county or the

treasurer of a city, borough, town, township or school

district, the lot and block system descriptive numbers are

declared to be sufficient description for the:

(1) advertising preceding the sale;

(i1) oral description read at the sale prior to

receiving bids; and

(iii) purposes of the description to be inserted in

any tax deed to be given to the purchaser at the sale.

CHAPTER 155

MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFATRS

Subchapter

A. Appropriations for Military Purposes

B. Interment of Deceased Servicepersons and Surviving

Spouses

C. Memorial Observances

SUBCHAPTER A

APPROPRIATIONS FOR MILITARY PURPOSES

Sec.

15501. Appropriation of monev or land for National Guard

Armories.

15502. Appropriation for maintenance of National Guard.

15503. Appropriation to rifle clubs in time of war.

S 15501. Appropriation of moneyv or land for National Guard

Armories.

(a) Convevance of land.--The county commissioners may convey

land to the Commonwealth to assist the State Armoryv Board in the

erection of armories for the use of the Pennsvlvania National

Guard. The county commissioners may acgquire land for this
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purpose in a lawful manner.

(b) Board.—--The county commissioners may furnish water,

light or fuel, free of cost to the Commonwealth, for use in an

armory of the National Guard and may do all things necessary to

accomplish this purpose.

S 15502. Appropriation for maintenance of National Guard.

(a) Authorization.—--The county commissioners may make

appropriations for the support, maintenance, discipline and

training of one or more units of the National Guard. If units

are organized as a battalion, regiment or similar organization,

the total amount due mayv be paid to the commanding officer of

the battalion, regiment or similar organization.

(b) Reguirements.——All monev appropriated under subsection

(a) shall be paid to the order of the commanding officer of the

company, battalion, regiment or similar organization if the

Adjutant General certifies to the county commissioners that the

unit or units have satisfactorily passed the annual inspection

provided by law. The money appropriated shall be used and

expended solely and exclusively for the support, maintenance,

discipline and training of the company, battalion, regiment or

similar organization, and the commanding officer shall account

by proper vouchers to the county each vear for the expenditure

of the money appropriated.

(c) Subseguent expenditures.—--The county commissioners may

not make an appropriation under subsection (a) for a subsequent

vear until the commanding officer has duly and satisfactorily

accounted for the expenditure of the previous vear.

(d) Inspection.—-—-Accounts of expenditures shall be subject

to the inspection of the Department of Militarv and Veterans

Affairs and shall be audited by the auditors or the controller
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in the manner provided by law for the audit of accounts of

county money.

S 15503. Appropriation to rifle clubs in time of war.

(a) Appropriation.——-If a state of war exists, the county

commissioners mav appropriate monev to civilian rifle clubs,

duly chartered by the National Rifle Association of America, for

the:

(1) maintenance and rental of rifle ranges;

(2) employvment of competent instructors and necessary

employees; and

(3) equipment and uniforms for the members of clubs who

volunteer for special militaryv duty in the members'

respective counties or answer a call of the Governor.

(b) Restriction.—--Money may not be appropriated to a club

under this section unless practice by the members of the club on

a rifle range is with a United States military rifle or arms

approved by the Adjutant General.

SUBCHAPTER B

INTERMENT OF DECEASED SERVICEPERSONS

AND SURVIVING SPOUSES

Sec.

15508. Definitions.

155009. Funeral expenses of deceased servicepersons.

15510. Interment of spouses of deceased servicepersons.

15511. Pavyment.

15512. Flagholders for graves.

15513. Memorial benefit.

15514. Burial plots.

15515. Care of graves and headstones.

15516. Determining eligibility for interment benefits.
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1 § 15508. Definitions.

2 As used in this subchapter, the following words and phrases

3 shall have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

4 context clearly indicates otherwise:

5 "Deceased serviceperson." The term includes:
6 (1) A deceased individual who, at the time of death, was
7 serving, whether or not in a combat zone, in the Army, Navy,
8 Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard or a women's
9 organization officially connected to those forces, during a
10 war or armed conflict in which the United States has been, is
11 now or shall be engaged, or who, at the time of death, was
12 serving in a zone in which a campaign or state or condition
13 of war or armed conflict then existed, in which the United
14 States was, is or shall be a participant. The existence of a
15 campaign or state or condition of war or armed conflict, and
16 the participation of the United States in the conflict as
17 well as the fact that the deceased person served in a zone in
18 which a campaign or state or condition of war or armed
19 conflict existed shall, in each case, be established by the
20 records of the United States Department of Defense.
21 (2) A deceased individual who served at any time during
22 the individual's life and whose separation from service was
23 honorable, whether by discharge or otherwise, or who, at the
24 time of death, was continuing in service after the cessation
25 of the war, armed conflict, campaign or state or condition of
26 war during or in which the person served.
27 (3) A deceased individual who was in active service in
28 the militia of the Commonwealth under a proclamation issued
29 by the Governor during the Civil War and who was not duly
30 mustered into the service of the United States but was

20200SB1039PN1755 - 242 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

honorably discharged or relieved from service.

"legal residence." An actual residence, coupled with the

intention that the residence shall be permanent, or a residence

presently fixed with no definite intention of changing it or of

returning to a former residence at some future period. Legal

residence shall be determined by the abode of a person and the

person's intention to abandon a former domicile and establish a

new one. The legal residence of a deceased serviceperson shall

be prima facie in the county in which the person resided at the

time of death.

S 155009. Funeral expenses of deceased servicepersons.

(a) Contributions.—-—-In accordance with subsection (b), each

county shall contribute at least $75 towards the funeral

expenses of each deceased serviceperson if application for the

contribution is made within one vear after the date of the

deceased serviceperson's death. For a deceased serviceperson who

died while in service, application may be made at any time.

(b) Uniform contribution.—-—-All contributions made under this

section shall be uniform as to eligible deceased servicepersons

within the same calendar vear.

(c) Pavments.—--Pavments under this section shall be made

under the following circumstances:

(1) If the deceased serviceperson, at the time of death,

had a legal residence in the county to which an application

for a contribution under subsection (a) has been made,

regardless of if the person died or was interred in the

county. Every deceased serviceperson having a legal residence

in this Commonwealth at the time of death shall be entitled

to the benefits of this section, regardless of where the

individual died or where the individual is interred, and the
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liability shall be on the county where the deceased

serviceperson shall have had legal residence at the time of

death.

(2) If the deceased serviceperson died and was interred

in the countv to which an application for a contribution

under subsection (a) has been made, but, at the time of

death, did not have legal residence within this Commonwealth,

if the county commissioners in the county in which the

individual died are notified in writing by an organization of

veterans, and upon investigation finds, that the body is

unclaimed by relatives or friends.

§ 15510. Interment of spouses of deceased servicepersons.

(a) General rule.—--Upon application and proof, the county

shall contribute at least $75 towards the funeral expenses of a

spouse of a deceased serviceperson who, at the time of death,

had a legal residence in the county, regardless of if the

individual died or is interred in the county.

(b) Limitation.—-The county may not contribute money toward

the funeral expenses of a spouse of a deceased serviceperson who

had remarried after the death of the deceased serviceperson.

(c) Uniform contribution.——In each case, application for the

contribution shall be made within one vyear after the date of the

death of the spouse. All contributions made under this section

shall be uniform as to eligible spouses within the same calendar

year.
§ 15511. Pavment.

(a) Funeral expenses.—--The county shall make a pavment in

the amount authorized or reguired under section 15509 (relating

to funeral expenses of deceased servicepersons) or 15510

(relating to interment of spouses of deceased servicepersons)
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for each deceased serviceperson or spouse of a deceased

serviceperson in accordance with this subchapter.

(b) Money.—-—-A pavment under this subchapter shall be paid

out of the money of the county.

(c) Pavments.—--Payments under this subchapter shall be made

pavable to the applicant if the application shows that the

funeral expenses have been paid. Otherwise, pavments shall be

made to the funeral director performing the services, with

notice to the applicant.

(d) Applications.—--Application for contributions under this

subchapter shall be made bv a personal representative or spouse

of the deceased serviceperson. If no gualified personal

representative is available, the application may be made by the

next-of-kin of the deceased serviceperson, an individual or a

veterans' organization, that shall assume responsibility for the

cost of burial. The facts contained in the application shall be

sustained by affidavit. An individual who knowingly files an

application under this section that is false in anyv material

manner commits a misdemeanor in accordance with 18 Pa.C.S. §

4903 (relating to false swearing).

(e) Application.—-—-The application shall be:

(1) on a form prescribed by the Department of Military

and Veterans Affairs and shall verify whether the funeral

expenses have been paid; and

(2) attached to a certified copy of the death

certificate and an affidavit prepared by the funeral director

who had charge of the interment, which certifies that the

funeral director did render the service.

§ 15512. Flagholders for graves.

(a) Flagholders.--The county commissioners shall, at the
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county commissioners' discretion, procure appropriate

flagholders for the graves of deceased servicepersons and the

graves of all other deceased individuals who served in the Army,

Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard or Merchant Marine

during World War II or an organization officially connected to

those forces and whose separation from service was honorable,

whether by discharge or otherwise.

(b) Material of flagholder.——A flagholder shall be of

bronze, aluminum or other suitable weather-resistant material.

(c) Reguirement for flagholders.—-—The county commissioners

shall place a flagholder under subsection (a) if the deceased

individual:

(1) had legal residence in the countyv, regardless of if

the individual died or is interred in the county; or

(2) did not have a legal residence within this

Commonwealth.

(d) Design of flagholders.-—-

(1) If a deceased serviceperson was a veteran of a war

or campaign for which the Federal Government issued discharge

buttons, the flagholder designated for the grave shall

include a facsimile of the discharge button.

(2) If a deceased serviceperson was a veteran of the

Korean Conflict, the flagholder designated for the grave

shall include a circular emblem with the words "Korea, U.S.,

1950-1953" in the border and shall incorporate the insignia

of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard, as

appropriate, in the form approved by the State Veterans'

Commission.

(e) Memorial certificate.—--For a county of the second class

A, in lieu of placing a flagholder on the grave, if the next-of-
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kin of a veteran so reguests, a memorial certificate may be

issued to the next-of-kin of a deceased serviceperson who, at

the time of death, had legal residence in the county, regardless

of if the individual died or is interred in the county. The

memorial certificate shall indicate the deceased serviceperson's

name and designate the war or campaign in which the deceased

serviceperson served.

S 15513. Memorial benefit.

(a) Memorial.—-—-The county commissioners shall provide,

either directly or through reimbursement, a memorial designated

in subsection (b) on the graves of deceased servicepersons who,

at the time of death, had legal residence in the county as well

as on the graves of all other deceased servicepersons who served

in the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard or

Merchant Marine during World War II or an organization

officially connected to those forces and whose separation from

service was honorable, whether by discharge or otherwise.

(b) Specifications.—-The county commissioners shall provide

a concrete or granite base for a headstone provided by the

Federal Government, or if lettering only on an existing memorial

is desired by the family, the county commissioners shall provide

the lettering.

(c) Commissioner reguirements.——-In the event the body of a

deceased serviceperson either cannot or will not be returned to

the United States, the county commissioners shall provide a

memorial benefit in the family plot of the deceased

serviceperson. If lettering of an existing memorial is desired

by the family, the inscription shall include:

(1) the name, rank and organization of the deceased

serviceperson;
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(2) the name of the country, location or manner in which

the person lost his or her life; and

(3) the cemeterv or other interment site where the

deceased serviceperson is interred, if anvy.

(d) Expense for benefit.--The expense for a benefit provided

under this section shall be paid by the county in which the

deceased serviceperson had legal residence at the time of death,

regardless of if the individual died or is interred in the

county. The expense may not exceed the actual cost of providing

the concrete or granite base or lettering. The county

commissioners shall payv from the treasury to the party

furnishing the benefit.

(e) Legal disputes.——In cases of dispute concerning the

legal residence of a deceased serviceperson, the county in which

a deceased serviceperson is interred shall perform the duties

required under this section. Payment may not be made unless the

application is approved by the county commissioners before the

commencement of the project.

(£) Offense.——-An individual who intentionally or recklessly

destroys, mutilates, removes or defaces a grave marker,

headstone or flagholder commits an offense under 18 Pa.C.S. §

3903 (relating to grading of theft offenses).

§ 15514. Burial plots.

(a) Authorization.—--The county commissioners are authorized

to purchase plots of ground in each cemetery or other interment

site for the interment of deceased servicepersons whose bodies

are entitled to be interred under this subchapter.

(b) Costs.—-—-Costs under this section shall be paid by the

countyv commissioners from the countyv treasurv.

(c) Limitation.——-The purchase price of plots of ground may
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not be charged against or allotted as part of the cost of

interment of deceased servicepersons who may be interred in any

of the plots under this subchapter.

§ 15515. Care of graves and headstones.
(a) General rule.—--The county commissioners mav:
(1) ensure that the graves and headstones of all

deceased servicepersons and all other veterans who are buried

in the county receive proper and fitting care; and

(2) employ all necessary assistants to carry out the

provisions of this section.

(b) Expenses.——The expense of the care of the graves and

headstones under subsection (a) mayv be paid for by the county in

which the graves are located, except if suitable care is

otherwise provided.

(c) Spending of money.—--Money appropriated may be expended

directly by the board of county commissioners or paid over to

the individual, firm, association or corporation owning or

controlling a cemetery or other interment site in the county in

which a grave is situated.

(d) Limitation.—--The amount paid to care for a grave each

vear under this section may not exceed the charge for the annual

care and maintenance of similar graves in the same cemetery or,

if no fixed charge is established in that cemetery, may not

exceed the sum charged in other cemeteries in the same county

for similar services.

S 15516. Determining eligibility for interment benefits.

(a) Proof required.--If application is made for a

contribution toward the funeral expenses of a deceased

serviceperson or the surviving spouse of a deceased

serviceperson or for a memorial benefit under section 15513
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1 (relating to memorial benefit), the county commissioners shall,

2 before expending money, require proof of the following:

3 (1) The service of the deceased serviceperson that
4 entitles the individual or the surviving spouse to the
5 benefits under this subchapter. Proof shall be made by the
6 production of:
7 (i) an honorable discharge or other official record
8 showing service during a war in which the United States
9 is or was engaged; or
10 (ii) records of the United States Department of
11 Defense, or copies filed in the Department of Military
12 and Veterans Affairs, showing the existence of a campaign
13 or state or condition of war in which the United States
14 participated and the service of the deceased
15 serviceperson in a zone in which a campaign or state or
16 condition of war existed.
17 (2) The death of the deceased serviceperson.
18 (3) In addition to paragraphs (1) and (2), for the
19 interment of the surviving spouse of a deceased
20 serviceperson, the death of the surviving spouse and the fact
21 that the spouse was married to the deceased serviceperson at
22 the time of the serviceperson's death and that the spouse has
23 not since remarried.
24 (4) FExcept for individuals who do not have legal
25 residence within this Commonwealth and who are entitled to
26 any of the benefits under this subchapter, the legal
277 residence within the county of the deceased serviceperson or
28 of the surviving spouse of a deceased serviceperson, as the
29 case may be.
30 (b) Documentation required.--Death shall, in all cases, be
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proven by a death certificate, if procurable, or by one of the

following:

(1) Affidavit of one or more individuals personally

acguainted with the deceased and the fact of the individual's

death.

(2) Proof of the record of death kept by the attending

physician.

(3) Proof of the record of interment kept by the funeral

director.

(4) Records of the church burial association or cemetery

company maintaining the gravevard, burial ground, cemetery or

other interment site in which the deceased serviceperson was

interred.

(c)

Satisfaction of proof.--If proof reguired by this

subchapter has been furnished to the county commissioners, no

further

proof of the facts shall be reguired in order to obtain

any other benefit under this subchapter.

SUBCHAPTER C

MEMORIAL OBSERVANCES

sec.

15521. Appropriations to veterans' organizations for expenses
of Memorial Day, Veterans' Day, Flag Day and
Independence Day.

15522. Flags to decorate graves.

15523. Compilation of war records.

15524. Director of veterans' affairs.

§ 15521. Appropriations to veterans' organizations for expenses
of Memorial Day, Veterans' Day, Flag Day and
Independence Day.

(a) Appropriations.--The board of commissioners of a county
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may make appropriations to aid in defraving the expenses of

Memorial Davy, Ve

terans' Day, Flag Day and Independence Day to

each camp, post, detachment or organization in the county of the
following:
(1) The United Spanish War Veterans.
(2) The American Legion.
(3) The Veterans of Foreign Wars.
(4) The Veterans of World War I of the USA, Inc.
(5) AMVETS.
(6) The Society of the Twenty-eighth Division, AEF,
Incorporated.
(7) Ttalian American War Veterans of the United States,
Incorporated.
(8) The Marine Corps Leadgue.
(9) Fach naval association.
(10) The Grand Army of the Republic.
(11) The Disabled American Veterans.
(12) The American Gold Star Mothers.
(13) The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, the

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War or, in the

absence of orders, a duly constituted organization that

decorates graves of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

(14)

Any

other nationally chartered veterans'

organization or other veterans' organization recognized by

the county.

(b) Payvments.—-—-Payments under this section shall be made to

defray actual expenses only. Before anyv pavment is made, the

organization receiving the pavment shall submit verified

accounts of their expenditures.

§ 15522. Flags to decorate graves.

20200SB1039PN1755

- 252 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

(a) Memorial Dayv flags.——-The board of county commissioners

shall provide flags on each Memorial Day with which to decorate

the graves of all deceased servicepersons and the graves of all

other deceased individuals who served in the Army, Navy, Air

Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard or Merchant Marine during World

War IT or an organization officially connected to those forces,

whose separation from service was honorable and who are interred

within the county. Flags provided under this section shall be

standard size, colorfast and American—-made and shall be

purchased at the expense of the county from money in the county

treasury.

(b) Veterans' organizations.—--A countyv mav coordinate with

local veterans' organizations to ensure that cemeteries are

decorated in compliance with the provisions of this section.

Flags reqguired under this section shall be furnished to the

various veterans' organizations in numbers required for their

respective communities.

(c) Appropriations.—--Money expended by a county under this

section shall be in addition to money appropriated by counties

for Memorial Day purposes.

(d) Maintenance.—--

(1) Annually, the authorities in charge of each cemetery

are authorized to remove flags as follows:

(i) A cemetery may remove flags when flags become

unsightly or weatherworn any time on or after the first

working day after Veterans' Day. Prior to Veterans' Day,

a _cemeterv may reqguest replacement flags from the county

which mayv be used by the cemeteryv to replace weatherworn

flags, i1if replacement flags are available.

(ii) Notwithstanding subparagraph (i), a cemetery
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may remove flags as a part of the cemeterv's normal

course of maintenance not before the first working day

after Independence Day, but prior to Veterans' Day

provided that the cemeterv makes the flags available to

family members, veterans' ordganizations or other

community organizations for the purpose of decorating

graves in recognition of Veterans' Dayv.

(2) A cemetery may remove flagholders for annual storage

upon the authorized removal of flags.

(e) Removal of flags by family members.——A family member of

an individual whose grave is decorated with a flag by the county

for the purpose of Memorial Dav mav take and keep the flag after

the first working dav after Veterans' Dav.

(f) Offense.—--Except as otherwise provided in this section,

an individual, other than a family member removing the flag from

a deceased relative's grave, who removes or causes the removal

of flags prior to the first working dayv after Independence Day

commits a summary offense and, upon conviction, shall be

sentenced to pav a fine of $300 and, upon failure to pav a fine,

to undergo imprisonment not to exceed 90 days.

(a) Exception.——A cemeterv or an owner, emplovee, agent or

contractor of a cemetery who removes or causes the removal of a

flag, grave marker, headstone, flagholder or other memorial in

good faith in the course of maintenance, repair or mitigation of

damage may not be subject to subsection (f) or section 15513 (f)

(relating to memorial benefit).

S 15523. Compilation of war records.

(a) Records required.—--The county commissioners are

authorized and directed, at the expense of the county, to

compile a record of the interment sites within the county of
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deceased servicepersons and all other veterans. Records, so far

as practicable, shall indicate the:

(1) name of each deceased serviceperson;
(2) service in which the individual was engaged;
(3) number of the regiment, company or command in which

the individual served;

(4) individual's rank and period of service;

(5) name and location of the cemetery or other place in

which the individual's body is interred; and

(6) location of the deceased individual's grave and the

character of headstone or other marker, if any, at the grave.

(b) Title of record.--The record shall be known as the

Veterans' Grave Registration Record of ...t v it ittt et oo e e enanss

County, and shall be a public record, open to inspection during

business hours.

(c) Record blanks.--The county commissioners shall ensure

that record blanks are prepared, according to forms prescribed

by the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, whereby the

information required for the record may be transmitted to the

county commissioners upon reguest.

(d) Certificate reguired.--Every individual, firm,

association or corporation, including a municipal corporation,

owning or controlling a cemetery or interment site in this

Commonwealth which inters bodies of deceased servicepersons

shall file with the director of veterans' affairs of the county

in which the cemeteryv is located a certificate, on the record

blanks provided by the county commissioners, of the facts

reguired for the record if the facts are within the knowledge of

the individual, firm, association or corporation or a designated

agent.
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(e) Offense.-—-The county commissioners shall ensure that

record blanks are distributed to an individual, firm,

association or corporation, as the county commissioners deem

advisable, with the request that the information reguired under

this section be transmitted to the county. An individual, firm,

association or corporation, except municipal corporations, that

refuses or neglects to fill out and transmit to the county

commissioners the blanks or forms within six months after

receipt of the blanks or forms commits a summary offense and,

upon conviction, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of $100.

(£) Location of interment sites.——-For the purpose of

locating the interment sites of individuals who have served in

the armed forces of the United States during a war or armed

conflict in which the United States was engaged, any veterans'

organization listed in section 15521 (a) (relating to

appropriations to veterans' organizations for expenses of

Memorial Day, Veterans' Day, Flag Dayv and Independence Day) or

recognized by the countyv may, without expense to the county, to

collect the required data and prepare and file certificates with

the county commissioners, including the information reguired

under this section.

(g) Written notice.—--Notwithstanding any provision to the

contrary, any organization that accepts remains under section

506.2 of the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known as the

Vital Statistics Law of 1953, which allows certain veterans'

service organizations to claim the remains of certain deceased

veterans, shall give written notice of the location and manner

of the final disposition of the remains to the director of

veterans' affairs of the countv in which the final disposition

of the remains i1s made.
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§ 15524. Director of veterans' affairs.

(a) Appointment.—--The county commissioners shall appoint an

eligible individual under 51 Pa.C.S. § 1731 (a) (relating to

accreditation) to serve as the county's director of veterans'

affairs, who shall receive compensation as fixed by the salarvy

board.

(b) Responsibility of director.—-—-A county's director of

veterans' affairs shall:

(1) Assist all veterans and their families in securing

rights relating to their person, property and care of family

under anyv Federal or State laws.

(2) Assist the county commissioners in administering the

provisions of this subchapter which relate to the interment

of deceased servicepersons and their surviving spouses and to

furnishing flagholders and placing headstones on graves.

(3) Compile and maintain war records and records of

interment sites of deceased servicepersons in accordance with

the provisions of this subchapter.

(4) Perform other duties provided by statute, including

the duties reguired under 51 Pa.C.S. § 1731 (c).

(c) Compensation.—--For services performed under subsection

(b), the director of veterans' affairs of a county shall be

entitled to expenses incurred and additional compensation. Both

expenses and compensation shall be subject to the approval of

the salarv board.

CHAPTER 157

PUBLIC HEALTH

Subchapter
A, General Provisions
B. (Reserved)

20200SB1039PN1755 - 257 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

C. County Health Aid to Institutions and Political

Subdivisions

D. Insect Control

E. Care of Dependents and Children

F. Training for Countv Health, Welfare and Probation

Personnel

G. (Reserved)

H. General Hospitals

SUBCHAPTER A

GENERAL PROVISTIONS

Sec.

15701. Health work.

§ 15701. Health work.

The county commissioners mayv provide and annually appropriate

from moneyv in the county treasuryv not otherwise appropriated an

amount deemed necessary for the protection of the health,

cleanliness, convenience, comfort and safety of the people of

the county.

SUBCHAPTER B

(Reserved)

SUBCHAPTER C

COUNTY HEALTH AID TO INSTITUTIONS

AND POLTITICAL SUBDIVISIONS

Sec.

15730. Appropriations to hospitals, health clinics and homes.

15731. (Reserved) .

15732. Aid to municipal corporations for sewage purposes.

15733. Aid to municipal corporations for water systems.

§ 15730. Appropriations to hospitals, health clinics and homes.

The county commissioners mav make appropriations to support:
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(1) a hospital, health clinic or comparable facility

that is engaged in charitable work and extends treatment and

medical attention to residents of the county; and

(2) a home or place of detention of dependent,

delinguent and neglected children located within the county.

S 15731. (Reserved) .

§ 15732. Aid to municipal corporations for sewage purposes.

The county commissioners may make appropriations to aid

municipal corporations in the construction or maintenance of

sewers or wastewater treatment facilities if the project has

received all necessary approvals or permits from the Department

of Environmental Protection.

§ 15733. Aid to municipal corporations for water systems.

The county commissioners may make appropriations to aid

municipal corporations in the construction or maintenance of

public water systems if the project has first received all

necessary approvals or permits from the Department of

Environmental Protection.

SUBCHAPTER D

INSECT CONTROL

Sec.

15750. FElimination and abatement of larvae breeding places and

liens.

15751. Not to affect public water supply.

15752. Appropriations.

§ 15750. Flimination and abatement of larvae breeding places

and liens.

(a) Authorization.--

(1) The county commissioners of counties of the third,

fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class may eliminate
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breeding places of mosgquitoes on private or public property

within the county.

(2) The county commissioners may provide for all acts,

including entrv upon private or public propertyv, to carrv out

plans which, in the county commissioner's opinion and

judgment through consultation with public health or

veterinary officials, are deemed to be necessary for the

preservation of human or animal health by the elimination of

breeding places of mosguitoes or which will tend to

exterminate disease-carrving mosgquitoes within the county.

(b) Public nuisance abatement.-—-

(1) Anvy water in which mosguito larvae breed is declared

a public nuisance and subject to abatement.

(2) If a breeding place exists on any lands in the

county, other than meadow or marsh lands subject to the ebb

and flow of the tide, which breeding place should, in the

opinion of the county commissioners, be abated, the county

commissioners shall, in writing, order the owner of the lands

to abate the public nuisance within a reasonable period and

in a manner to be specified in the order.

(3) If the owner has failed to comply with an order at

the expiration of the period under paragraph (2), or if the

owner of the land cannot be ascertained or found, the county

commissioners shall abate the public nuisance and may assess

all or part of the cost of the abatement against the lands on

which the breeding place exists. The county commissioners may

file municipal liens for the assessments within the time and

in the manner provided by law, to be subject in all respects

to the general law providing for the filing and recovery of

municipal liens.
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S 15751. Not to affect public water supply.

An order of abatement may not authorize and the county

commissioners may not employ any method of extermination by a

municipality or a water supplyv company which affects waters used

and useful in the supply of water to the public. Manmade pools

which allow mosguito propagation are subject to be targeted

first, and strategies shall be supported that minimize

environmental impact.

§ 15752. Appropriations.

The county commissioners may appropriate the amount of money

necessary for the purpose of carrving out the provisions of this

subchapter. The amount appropriated under this section may not

exceed one—-fourth of one mill on each dollar of the assessed

value of taxable real estate in the county in a given vear. The

amounts appropriated under this section shall be paid out by the

county treasurer on the orders of the county commissioners.

SUBCHAPTER E

CARE OF DEPENDENTS AND CHILDREN

Sec.

15760. Definitions.

15761. County institution districts abolished.

15762. Records.

15763. Powers and duties.

15764. Further powers and duties.

15765. Referral by Department of Human Services.

15766. Provision for burial.

15767. (Reserved) .

15768. Powers and duties of county commissioners relating to
children.

15769. Contributions for medical care.
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15770. Inspections by Department of Human Services.

15771. Reports of individuals applving for treatment of

disease.

15772. Rules and regulations.

15773. Providing services without charge prohibited.

15774. Payments by county commissioners for assistance.

15774.1. Limitation of authority respecting public assistance

recipients.
15775. (Reserved).
15776. (Reserved) .
15777. (Reserved) .

S 15760. Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shall have the meanings given to them in this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Dependent." An indigent individual reguiring public care,

including maintenance, medical care, clothing and incidentals,

due to phvsical or mental health needs or disability.

"Institution." A hospital, health care clinic or comparable
facility.
"Institution district." A county institution district

managed by the county commissioners.

"Public charge." An individual who is unable to maintain the

individual and who reguires and receives aid from the

Commonwealth or from any political subdivision.

S 15761. County institution districts abolished.

Each county institution district in counties of the fourth,

fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth class is abolished. The

property, real and personal, of each countv institution district

existing on July 31, 1963, is transferred to and vested in the
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county in which the institution district is located. The

indebtedness of an institution district, regardless of if

current or bonded, incurred in the acquisition of property or

erecting improvements, shall become the debt and obligation of

the countyv and shall be paid by the county. All the powers and

duties of an institution district, in connection with

administering the affairs of the institution district, are

transferred to the county in which the institution district is

located.

S 15762. Records.

The county commissioners of each county of the fourth, fifth,

sixth, seventh and eighth class shall keep records of the work

necessitated by this subchapter as prescribed by the Department

of Human Services and shall make reports to the Department of

Human Services as the department requires.

S 15763. Powers and duties.

The county commissioners of counties of the fourth, fifth,

sixth, seventh and eighth class shall have the power and their

duty shall be to:

(1) Erect, eqguip, maintain, repair, alter and add to

institutions for the care of dependents. A plan for the

erection or substantial alteration of an institution must be

approved as to suitability by the Department of Human

Services.

(2) Pay the necessary expenses of land and buildings for

the care of dependents and farms.

§ 15764. Further powers and duties.

The county commissioners of counties of the fourth, fifth,

sixth, seventh and eighth class shall have the power and duty,

with funds of the county and according to the rules, regqulations
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1 and standards established by the Department of Human Services,

2 to:
3 (1) care for any dependent in the county, who is not
4 otherwise cared for;
5 (2) contract with other counties or an individual,
6 association, corporation or other entity for the care of any
7 dependent;
8 (3) contract with any association in this Commonwealth
9 organized to provide a home or employment for individuals
10 with disabilities;
11 (4) pay the cost or part of the cost imposed by law upon
12 county institution districts for patients with mental health
13 needs or intellectual disability;
14 (5) take any other action authorized by law;
15 (6) contract with an individual, association,
16 corporation, institution or governmental agency for the
17 purpose of providing foster home care for individuals over 18
18 years of age. If, in the discretion of the county
19 commissioners, foster home care is advisable, the county
20 commissioners may expend money for a foster home care in
21 a