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A RESOLUTION

Recognizing the month of May 2016, as "Myositis Awareness Month"
in Pennsylvania.

WHEREAS, Myositis is a general term used to describe chronic
inflammation of the muscles and associated tissues, such as the
blood wvessels that supply the muscles; and

WHEREAS, Causes of myositis include a number of idiopathic
inflammatory myopathies, which are a group of rare, progressive
diseases that involve muscle inflammation and are thought to be
autoimmune in nature; and

WHEREAS, Symptoms of myositis include muscle weakness,
inflammation, pain, fatigue, skin rashes, lung disease and a
higher than normal incidence of cancer; and

WHEREAS, Myositis can affect both children and adults of all
ages with symptoms developing over weeks, months or years while

often mimicking other less rare diseases; and
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WHEREAS, Due to the rarity of these conditions, there is
often a delay in diagnosis or misdiagnosis causing a
postponement in potentially effective treatments, which may lead
to permanent muscle loss; and

WHEREAS, There is no cure for idiopathic inflammatory
myopathies and only limited treatment options exist, many of
which can have significant side effects; and

WHEREAS, Education and support for patients, caregivers and
health care providers is essential to the overall health of
patients; and

WHEREAS, Idiopathic inflammatory myopathies affect every
aspect of patients' lives, including their emotional and
physical well-being, relationships and financial security; and

WHEREAS, Patients with myositis deserve emotional support,
financial assistance, and understanding; and

WHEREAS, Raising awareness of and funding for myositis are
important factors in advancing research and developing new, less
damaging treatments with the goal of a cure for idiopathic
inflammatory myopathies; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives recognize the
month of May 2016 as "Myositis Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives encourage all
residents of this Commonwealth to learn more about myositis and
advocate for increased funding for research, education and

support programs.
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