SENATE AMENDED

PRTOR PRINTER'S NOS. 2495, 2507 pRINTER'S NO. 3930

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1683 %%

INTRODUCED BY WARNER, BARRAR, SAINATO, GREINER, BAKER, ROZZI,
DUNBAR, REESE, CAUSER, DIAMOND, D. COSTA, MALONEY, MAHONEY,
WATSON, READSHAW, JAMES, A. HARRIS, KAUFFMAN, PHILLIPS-HILL,
SAYLOR, MILNE, FARRY, GILLEN, KORTZ, VEREB, BRADFORD,
HEFFLEY, CUTLER, B. MILLER, MACKENZIE, MICCARELLI AND DAVIS,
NOVEMBER 5, 2015

SENATOR VULAKOVICH, VETERANS AFFATIRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
IN SENATE, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 27, 2016
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AN ACT

Amending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing—feoridrncentives—Feor— <--

agereiess PROVIDING FOR INCENTIVES FOR MUNICIPAL VOLUNTEERS <--
OF FIRE COMPANIES AND NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
AGENCIES.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. TITLE 35 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED <--

STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A CHAPTER TO READ:

CHAPTER 79A

INCENTIVES FOR MUNICIPAL VOLUNTEERS OF FIRE COMPANIES AND

NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCIES

SUBCHAPTER

A. PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

B. TAX CREDITS

C. VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT

D. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

SUBCHAPTER A
PRELIMINARY PROVISTIONS

SEC.
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79A01. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

/9A02. PURPOSE.

/9A03. DEFINITIONS.

§ 79A01. SCOPE OF CHAPTER.

THTS CHAPTER RELATES TO INCENTIVES FOR MUNICTPATL VOLUNTEERS

OF FIRE COMPANTES AND NONPROEFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

AGENCIES.

§ 79A02. PURPOSE.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS CHAPTER IS TO AUTHORIZE MUNICIPALITIES TO

ENACT A TAX CREDIT AGAINST AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER'S EARNED INCOME

AS A FINANCIAL INCENTIVE TO:

(1) ACKNOWLEDGE THE VALUE AND THE ABSENCE OF ANY PUBLIC

COST FOR VOLUNTEER FTRE PROTECTION AND NONPROFIT EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES PROVIDED BY ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS.

(2) ENCOURAGE INDIVIDUALS TO VOLUNTEER OR FOR FORMER

VOLUNTEERS TO CONSIDER REJOINING AS ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS IN A

VOLUNTEER FTIRE COMPANY OR NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL

SERVICES AGENCY.

§ 79A03. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THTIS CHAPTER

SHATLT HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ACTIVE VOLUNTEER." A VOLUNTEER FOR A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

OR NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY WHO HAS COMPLIED

WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM

AND WHO TS CERTIFIED UNDER SECTION 79A23 (RELATING TO

CERTTIFICATION) .

"COMMISSIONER." THE STATE FIRE COMMISSIONER OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.

"EARNED INCOME TAX." A TAX ON EARNED INCOME AND NET PROFITS

20150HB1683PN3930 - 10 -
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LEVIED UNDER CHAPTER 3 OF THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT.

"GOVERNING BODY." A CITY COUNCIIL, BOROUGH COUNCIL,

INCORPORATED TOWN COUNCIL, BOARD OF TOWNSHIP COMMISSIONERS,

BOARD OF TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS, GOVERNING COUNCIL OF A HOME RULE

MUNICTPALITY OR OPTTONAL PLAN MUNICIPALTITY OR A GOVERNING

COUNCIL OF ANY SIMILAR PURPOSE GOVERNMENT WHICH MAY BE CREATED

BY STATUTE AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION AND WHICH

HAS ADOPTED A TAX CREDIT UNDER THIS CHAPTER.

"INDIVIDUAL." A VOLUNTEER.

"LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT." THE ACT QOF DECEMBER 31, 1965

(P.L.1257, NO.511), KNOWN AS THE LOCAL TAX ENABLING ACT.

"MUNICIPALITY." A CITY, BOROUGH, INCORPORATED TOWN OR

TOWNSHTP TOCATED IN THIS COMMONWEATLTH.

"NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY." AN EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY AS DEFINED IN SECTION 8103 (RELATING TO

DEFINITIONS) AND CHARTERED AS A NONPROFIT CORPORATION.

"TAX CREDIT." THE TAX CREDIT GRANTED UNDER SECTION 79A11

(RELATING TO PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION) .

"VOLUNTEER." A MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR A

NONPROFTIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY.

"VOLUNTEER FTRE COMPANY." A NONPROFIT CHARTERED CORPORATION,

ASSOCIATION OR ORGANIZATION LOCATED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH THAT

PROVIDES FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES AND MAY OFFER OTHER VOLUNTARY

EMERGENCY SERVICES WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

"VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM." THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED

UNDER SECTION 79A21 (RELATING TO VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT

PROGRAM) TO DETERMINE THE ACTIVE STATUS OF A VOLUNTEER.

SUBCHAPTER B

TAX CREDITS

SEC.
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79A11. PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.

J/9A12. CLAIM.

/9A13. TLIMITATIONS.

§ 79A11. PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.

(A) ESTABLTSHMENT.--A MUNICIPALTTY THAT LEVIES AN EARNED

INCOME TAX MAY ESTABLISH BY ORDINANCE A TAX CREDIT AGAINST AN

INDIVIDUAL'S LIABILITY IMPOSED UNDER CHAPTER 3 OF THE LOCAL TAX

ENABLING ACT FOR ACTIVE SERVICE AS A VOLUNTEER.

(B) AMOUNT.--A MUNICIPALITY SHALL SET FORTH IN THE ORDINANCE

THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF THE TAX CREDIT THAT WILL BE OFFERED TO AN

INDIVIDUAL. IF AN INDIVIDUAL'S EARNED INCOME TAX LIABILITY IS

LESS THAN THE AMOUNT OF THE TAX CREDIT OFFERED, THE INDIVIDUAL'S

TAX CREDIT MUST EQUAL THE INDIVIDUAL'S TAX TLIABTITITY.

(C) PUBLIC NOTICE.--AT LEAST 30 DAYS PRIOR TO ADOPTION OF

THE ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION, THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL GIVE

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ITS INTENT TO ADOPT AN ORDINANCE OR RESOLUTION

TO ESTABLISH A TAX CREDIT AND CONDUCT AT LEAST ONE PUBLIC

HEARING ON THE ISSUE.

(D) SPECIFIC NOTICE.--A MUNICIPALTTY THAT ESTABLISHES A TAX

CREDIT UNDER THTIS CHAPTER SHALL NOTIFY THE COMMISSTONER IN THE

MANNER PRESCRIBED BY THE COMMISSTIONER.

§ 79A12. CLAIM.

(A) ELIGIBILITY.--AN INDIVIDUAL WHO SATISEFIES ALL OF THE

FOLLOWING CRITERIA MAY CLATIM A TAX CREDIT ESTABLISHED UNDER

SECTION 79A11 (RELATING TO PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION) :

(1) THE INDIVIDUAL IS SUBJECT TO AN EARNED INCOME TAX OF

A MUNICIPALITY THAT HAS ESTABLISHED A TAX CREDIT UNDER

SECTION 79A11.

(2) THE INDIVIDUAL IS CERTIFIED UNDER SECTION 79A23

(RELATING TO CERTIFTCATION).
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(B) RETURN.--AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER MAY CLAIM A TAX CREDIT

PROVIDED FOR UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER WHEN FILING A JOINT RETURN.

THE TAX RETURN FORM SHALL PROVIDE A MECHANISM FOR SEPARATING THE

LIABILTITY OF AN INDIVIDUAL FOR ANY FARNED INCOME TAX TIMPOSED BY

THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF RESTDENCE FROM THE TLTABTLITY OF AN

INDIVIDUAL FOR ANY FEARNED INCOME TAX TMPOSED BY THE

MUNICIPALITY.

§ 79A13. TLIMITATIONS.

A TAX CREDIT ESTABLISHED UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER MAY BE USED

AGAINST THE ACTIVE VOLUNTEER'S EARNED INCOME TAX FOR THE CURRENT

TAXABLE YEAR AND EVERY YEAR THEREAFTER. THE TAX CREDIT

ESTABLTISHED UNDER THTIS SUBCHAPTER SHATT REMATN IN EFFECT UNTIL

THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE MUNICIPALTITY REPEALS THE TAX CREDIT.

SUBCHAPTER C

VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT

SEC.

79A21. VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM.

J9A22. SERVICE RECORD.

/9A23. CERTIFICATION.

79A24. REJECTION AND APPEATL.

§ 79A21. VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM.

(A) FESTABLISHMENT.--THE GOVERNING BODY MAY ESTABLISH A

VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM THAT ESTABLISHES THE ANNUAL

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF A VOLUNTEER IN ACTIVE

SERVICE AT A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR A NONPROFIT EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY.

(B) ACTIVITIES.--THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE CREDIT PROGRAM SHALL

CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES TIN DETERMINING CREDIT TOWARD A

CERTIFTCATION OF ACTIVE SERVICE:

(1) THE NUMBER OF EMERGENCY CALLS TO WHICH A VOLUNTEER

20150HB1683PN3930 - 13 -
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RESPONDS.

(2) THE LEVEL OF TRAINING AND PARTICIPATION IN FORMAL

TRAINING AND DRILLS FOR A VOLUNTEER.

(3) THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF TIME EXPENDED BY A VOLUNTEER ON

ADMINISTRATIVE AND OTHER SUPPORT SERVICES, INCLUDING

FUNDRAISING AND FACILITY OR EQUIPMENT MATINTENANCE.

(4) THE INVOLVEMENT IN OTHER EVENTS OR PROJECTS THAT ATD

THE FINANCIAL VIABILITY, EMERGENCY RESPONSE OR OPERATIONAL

READINESS OF A VOLUNTEER ETRE COMPANY OR A NONPROEFIT

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY.

(C) GUIDELINES.--THE GOVERNING BODY SHALL, WITH THE ADVICE

OF THE CHIEF OF A VOLUNTEER FTIRE COMPANY AND THE SUPERVISOR OR

CHIFF OF A NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY OR THETR

DESIGNEES, ADOPT GUIDELINES, INCLUDING FORMS AND APPLICATIONS,

NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THIS SECTION.

(D) FELIGIBILITY LIST.--A NOTARIZED LIST OF ELIGIBLE ACTIVE

VOLUNTEERS SHALL BE SUBMITTED TO THE GOVERNING BODY, NO LATER

THAN 45 DAYS BEFORE TAX NOTICES ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED, BY THE

FOLLOWING:

(1) THE CHTIEFEF OF A VOLUNTEER FTRE COMPANY, WHERE

APPT.ICABLE.

(2) THE SUPERVISOR OR CHIEF OF A NONPROFIT EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY, WHERE APPLICABLE.

§ 79A22. SERVICE RECORD.

(A) TOG.--THE CHIEF OF A VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY OR THE

SUPERVISOR OR CHIEF OF A NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

AGENCY OR THETIR DESIGNEES SHALL ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN A SERVICE

LOG THAT DOCUMENTS THE ACTIVITIES OF EACH VOLUNTEER THAT QUALTEY

FOR CREDIT TOWARD ACTIVE SERVICE UNDER THE VOLUNTEER SERVICE

CREDIT PROGRAM AND THE CALCULATION OF THE TOTAL CREDITS EARNED

20150HB1683PN3930 - 14 -
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FOR EACH VOLUNTEER IN THE VOLUNTEER EFIRE COMPANY OR NONPROEIT

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY.

(B) REVIEW.--SERVICE LOGS ESTABLISHED AND MAINTAINED BY

VOLUNTEER FTRE COMPANIES OR NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDTICATL SERVICES

AGENCTES SHATLTL BE SUBJECT TO PERTIODIC REVIEW BY THE

COMMISSIONER, THE AUDITOR GENERAL, THE GOVERNING BODY WHERE THE

VOLUNTEER FTRE COMPANY OR NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES

AGENCY TS LOCATED AND THE GOVERNING BODY WHERE THE VOLUNTEER

FIRE COMPANY OR NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY

PROVIDES SERVICES.

§ 79A23. CERTIFICATION.

(A) SELF-CERTIFTCATION.--THE ACTIVE VOLUNTEER SHATLL STGN AND

SUBMIT AN APPLTICATION FOR CERTIFTICATION TO THE CHIEF OF THE

VOLUNTEER FTRE COMPANY OR THE SUPERVISOR OR CHIEEF OF THE

NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY WHERE THE VOLUNTEER

SERVES.

(B) INJURED VOLUNTEER.-—-AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER WHO WAS INJURED

DURING A RESPONSE TO AN EMERGENCY CALL AND CAN NO LONGER SERVE

AS AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER BECAUSE OF THE INJURY AND WHO WOULD

OTHERWISE BE ELTIGIBLE FOR THE TAX CREDIT SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR

THE TAX CREDIT FOR THE SUCCEEDING FIVE TAX YEARS.

(C) TOCAL SIGN-OFF.--THE CHIEF AND ANOTHER OFFICER OF THE

VOLUNTEER FTIRE COMPANY AND THE SUPERVISOR OR CHIEFEF AND ANOTHER

OFFICER OF THE NONPROFIT EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES AGENCY SHALL

SIGN THE APPLICATION ATTESTING TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S STATUS AS AN

ACTIVE VOLUNTEER OR THAT THE INDIVIDUAL CAN NO LONGER SERVE AS

AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER DUE TO INJURY. THE APPLICATION SHALL THEN BE

FORWARDED TO THE MUNICIPALITY, AS APPROPRIATE, FOR FINAL REVIEW

AND PROCESSING.

§ 79A24. REJECTION AND APPEAL.
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(A) GENERAL RULE.--A GOVERNING BODY THAT ESTABLISHES A TAX

CREDIT UNDER THIS CHAPTER SHALL ADOPT, BY ORDINANCE, A PROCESS

FOR REJECTING A CLAIM BY AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER WHO DOES NOT

SATISEY ATLL OF THE CRITERTA ESTABLTISHED UNDER THTS CHAPTER FOR

EACH TYPE OF TAX CREDIT PROVIDED UNDER THTIS CHAPTER.

(B) APPEAL.--AN ACTIVE VOLUNTEER SHATLIL HAVE THE RIGHT TO

APPEAL A CLATM THAT HAS BEEN REJECTED BY A GOVERNING BODY. THE

GOVERNING BODY SHALL ESTABLISH, BY ORDINANCE, THE PROCEDURE BY

WHICH A REJECTED CLATIM CAN BE APPEALED.

SUBCHAPTER D

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

SEC.

79A31. PENALTIES FOR FALSE REPORTING.

§ 79A31. PENALTIES FOR FALSE REPORTING.

THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) ANY PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY MAKES OR CONSPIRES TO MAKE

A FALSE SERVICE RECORD REPORT UNDER THIS CHAPTER COMMITS A

MISDEMEANOR OF THE FIRST DEGREE PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF

$2,500.

(2) ANY PERSON WHO KNOWINGLY PROVIDES OR CONSPIRES TO

PROVIDE FALSE TNFORMATION THAT TS USED TO COMPILE A SERVICE

RECORD REPORT UNDER THIS CHAPTER COMMITS A MISDEMEANOR OF THE

FIRST DEGREE PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF $2,500.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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