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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1516 *%%°

INTRODUCED BY FARRY, SCHREIBER, THOMAS, KAUFFMAN, DiGIROLAMO,
BIZZARRO, MILLARD, MURT, ROZZI, RADER, KINSEY, DAVIS, CORBIN,
READSHAW, YOUNGBLOOD, D. COSTA, WATSON, O'BRIEN, DONATUCCI,
DEASY, D. PARKER, FARINA, PHILLIPS-HILL, KILLION, McNEILL,
RAVENSTAHL, SAINATO, SCHLOSSBERG, SANTORA, GILLEN, COHEN,
MATZIE, SCHWEYER, R. BROWN, WHEATLEY, BULLOCK, V. BROWN,

M. QUINN, GIBBONS, SIMMONS AND WHEELAND, SEPTEMBER 29, 2015

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
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AN ACT

Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in riot, disorderly conduct and
related offenses, further providing for THE OFFENSE OF
cruelty to animals.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:

SECTION 1. SECTION 5511 OF TITLE 18 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SUBSECTION TO READ:

§ 5511. Cruelty to animals.
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(H.3) I1EAVING ANIMAL IN UNATTENDED VEHICLE.-- <--

(1) A PERSON OWES A DUTY OF CARE TO ANY DOG OR CAT THAT

THE PERSON LEAVES CONFINED IN AN UNATTENDED VEHICLE.

(2) NO POLICE OFFICER, HUMANE SOCIETY POLICE OFFICER OR

FIREFTGHTER WHO ENTERS TINTO AN UNATTENDED VEHICLE IN ORDER TO

RESCUE A DOG OR CAT, NOR THE EMPLOYER OF ANY SUCH PERSON,

SHALL BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE RESCUE, PROVIDED

THAT THE PERSON:

(I) PRIOR TO ENTRY, MAKES A REASONABLE EFFORT TO

LOCATE THE PERSON WHO OWES A DUTY OF CARE TO THE ANTIMAT.

(IT) ACTS UNDER A REASONABLE BELIEF THAT THE ANTMAL

IS IN SEVERE PHYSICAL DISTRESS.

(ITT) TAKES REASONABLE STEPS TO ENSURE OR RESTORE

THE WETLT-BEING OF THE ANIMATL.

(IV) TLEAVES A NOTE ON OR IN THE VEHICLE STATING THE

NAMES OF THE PERSON AND THE PERSON'S EMPLOYER, A

TELEPHONE NUMBER AND THE LOCATION WHERE THE ANIMAL MAY BE

RETRIEVED.

(3) THE TMMUNITY PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2) SHALL APPLY

REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE PERSON IS CHARGED WITH OR FOUND
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1 GUILTY OF COMMITTING AN OFFENSE UNDER THIS SECTION.

2 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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