SENATE AMENDED

PRTOR PRINTER'S NOS. 0592, 1053 prINTER'S No. 4043

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 916 “%%”

INTRODUCED BY MUSTIO, READSHAW, MAHER, KILLION, CHRISTIANA,
D. COSTA, CUTLER, MARSHALL, MENTZER, HACKETT, GINGRICH,
MILLARD, GERGELY, SACCONE, SONNEY, KOTIK, V. BROWN, R. BROWN,
COX, HARPER, KORTZ, RAVENSTAHL, SANTARSIERO, NEUMAN, GIBBONS,
KAUFFMAN AND JOZWIAK, FEBRUARY 23, 2015

SENATOR TOMLINSON, CONSUMER PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL
LICENSURE, IN SENATE, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 18, 2016
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CHAPTER 1
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS
SECTION 101. SHORT TITLE.

THIS ACT SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE NATUROPATHIC
DOCTOR REGISTRATION ACT.

SECTION 102. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ACT SHALL
HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"BOARD." THE STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE.

"COMMISSIONER." THE COMMISSIONER OF PROFESSIONAL AND
OCCUPATIONAL AFFAIRS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

"NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR." AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HOLDS AN ACTIVE
REGISTRATION ISSUED UNDER THIS ACT.

CHAPTER 2
REGISTRATION
SECTION 201. REGISTRATION.

IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR AN INDIVIDUAL TO USE THE TITLE OF
"NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR" OR "DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE"
UNLESS THAT PERSON IS REGISTERED AS A NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR WITH
THE BOARD.

SECTION 202. QUALIFICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION.

AN APPLICANT MAY REGISTER FOR REGISTRATION AS A NATUROPATHIC
DOCTOR MUST MEET ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

(1) HAVE A BACHELOR'S DEGREE FROM A REGIONALLY

ACCREDITED OR PREACCREDITED COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY OR THE
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EQUIVALENT.

(2) COMPLETE A MINIMUM OF 4,100 TOTAL CREDIT HOURS IN
BASIC AND CLINICAL SCIENCES, NATUROPATHIC PHILOSOPHY,
NATUROPATHIC MODALITIES AND NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE. OF THE
TOTAL REQUISITE HOURS, NOT LESS THAN 2,500 HOURS SHALL
CONSIST OF ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION AND NOT LESS THAN 1,200 HOURS
SHALL CONSIST OF SUPERVISED CLINICAL TRAINING APPROVED BY A
NATUROPATHIC MEDICAL SCHOOL.

(3) PASS A COMPETENCY-BASED NATIONAL NATUROPATHIC
LICENSING EXAMINATION ADMINISTERED BY THE NORTH AMERICAN
BOARD OF NATUROPATHIC EXAMINERS OR A SUCCESSOR AGENCY THAT
HAS BEEN NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED TO ADMINISTER A NATUROPATHIC
EXAMINATION THAT REPRESENTS FEDERAL STANDARDS OF EDUCATION
AND TRAINING, OR HAS GRADUATED PRIOR TO 1986 AND HAS PASSED A
STATE NATUROPATHIC LICENSING EXAMINATION.

(4) BE CERTIFIED TO ADMINISTER CARDIOPULMONARY
RESUSCITATION.

(5) BE OF GOOD MORAL CHARACTER.

(6) COMPLETES AN APPLICATION FORM PROVIDED BY THE BOARD
AND PAYS THE APPLICATION FEE AS ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD.

SECTION 203. REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL.

(A) ISSUANCE OF REGISTRATION.--AN APPLICANT WHO MEETS THE
REQUIREMENTS UNDER SECTION 202 SHALL RECEIVE FROM THE
COMMISSIONER, OR WHOMEVER EXERCISES EQUIVALENT AUTHORITY ACTING
FOR THE BOARD, A REGISTRATION ENTITLING THE APPLICANT TO
PRACTICE NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE IN THIS COMMONWEALTH. EACH
REGISTRATION SHALL BE RECORDED IN THE OFFICE OF THE BOARD.

(B) RENEWALS.--A PERSON REGISTERED UNDER THIS ACT SHALL
RENEW THE REGISTRATION IN A MANNER AND AT SUCH INTERVALS AS THE

BOARD SHALL DETERMINE BY REGULATION, BUT IN NO CASE MAY THE
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RENEWAL PERIOD BE LONGER THAN TWO YEARS.

(C) FEES.--A PERSON REGISTERING WITH THE BOARD SHALL PAY,
FOR EACH REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL, A REASONABLE FEE AS SET BY
THE BOARD.

(D) EVIDENCE OF REGISTRATION.--THE BOARD SHALL ISSUE A
CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION TO THE APPLICANT WHICH SHALL BE
EVIDENCE OF REGISTRATION UNDER THIS ACT.

SECTION 204. DISCIPLINARY OR CORRECTIVE ACTION.

THE BOARD MAY IMPOSE DISCIPLINARY OR CORRECTIVE ACTION ON A
NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOWING REASONS:

(1) FAILING TO DEMONSTRATE THE QUALIFICATIONS OR

STANDARDS FOR A REGISTRATION CONTAINED IN THIS ACT.

(2) MAKING MISLEADING, DECEPTIVE, UNTRUE OR FRAUDULENT

REPRESENTATIONS IN THE PRACTICE OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE OR

PRACTICING FRAUD OR DECEIT, EITHER ALONE OR AS A CONSPIRATOR,

IN OBTAINING A REGISTRATION OR IN OBTAINING ADMISSION TO A
MEDICAL COLLEGE.
(3) BEING CONVICTED OF A FELONY OR BEING CONVICTED OF A

MISDEMEANOR RELATING TO NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE OR RECEIVING

PROBATION WITHOUT VERDICT, DISPOSITION IN LIEU OF TRIAL OR AN

ACCELERATED REHABILITATIVE DISPOSITION IN THE DISPOSITION OF

FELONY CHARGES, IN THE COURTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH, A FEDERAL

COURT OR A COURT OF ANY OTHER STATE, TERRITORY OR COUNTRY.

(4) HAVING A REGISTRATION OR OTHER AUTHORIZATION TO

PRACTICE NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE REVOKED OR SUSPENDED OR HAVING

OTHER DISCIPLINARY ACTION TAKEN OR AN APPLICATION FOR A
REGISTRATION OR OTHER AUTHORIZATION REFUSED, REVOKED OR
SUSPENDED BY A PROPER LICENSING AUTHORITY OF ANOTHER STATE,
TERRITORY, POSSESSION OR COUNTRY, OR A BRANCH OF THE FEDERAL

GOVERNMENT .
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(5) BEING UNABLE TO PRACTICE NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE WITH
REASONABLE SKILL AND SAFETY TO PATIENTS BY REASON OF ANY OF
THE FOLLOWING:

(I) ILLNESS.

(II) ADDICTION TO DRUGS OR ALCOHOL.

(III) HAVING BEEN CONVICTED OF A FELONIOUS ACT
PROHIBITED BY THE ACT OF APRIL 14, 1972 (P.L.233, NO.64),
KNOWN AS THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVICE AND
COSMETIC ACT, OR CONVICTED OF A FELONY RELATING TO A
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE IN A COURT OF LAW OF THE UNITED
STATES OR ANY OTHER STATE, TERRITORY, POSSESSION OR
COUNTRY.

(IV) BECOMING MENTALLY INCAPACITATED.

AN APPLICANT'S STATEMENT ON THE APPLICATION DECLARING THE
ABSENCE OF A CONVICTION SHALL BE DEEMED SATISFACTORY EVIDENCE
OF THE ABSENCE OF A CONVICTION UNLESS THE BOARD HAS SOME
EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY. IN ENFORCING THIS PARAGRAPH, THE
BOARD SHALL, UPON PROBABLE CAUSE, HAVE AUTHORITY TO COMPEL A
PRACTITIONER TO SUBMIT TO A MENTAL OR PHYSICAL EXAMINATION BY
A PHYSICIAN OR A PSYCHOLOGIST APPROVED BY THE BOARD. FAILURE
OF A PRACTITIONER TO SUBMIT TO AN EXAMINATION WHEN DIRECTED
BY THE BOARD, UNLESS THE FAILURE IS DUE TO CIRCUMSTANCES
BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THE NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR, SHALL
CONSTITUTE AN ADMISSION OF THE ALLEGATIONS AGAINST THE
NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR, CONSEQUENT UPON WHICH A DEFAULT AND
FINAL ORDER MAY BE ENTERED WITHOUT THE TAKING OF TESTIMONY OR
PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE. A NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR AFFECTED
UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL AT REASONABLE INTERVALS BE
AFFORDED AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEMONSTRATE THAT HE CAN RESUME A

COMPETENT PRACTICE OF HIS PROFESSION WITH REASONABLE SKILL
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1 AND SAFETY TO PATIENTS.

2 (6) VIOLATING A LAWFUL REGULATION PROMULGATED BY THE

3 BOARD OR VIOLATING A LAWFUL ORDER OF THE BOARD PREVIOUSLY

4 ENTERED BY THE BOARD IN A DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDING.

5 (7) EKNOWINGLY MAINTAINING A PROFESSIONAL CONNECTION OR

6 ASSOCIATION WITH A PERSON WHO IS IN VIOLATION OF THIS ACT OR

7 REGULATIONS OF THE BOARD OR KNOWINGLY AIDING, ASSISTING,

8 PROCURING OR ADVISING ANY UNREGISTERED PERSON TO PRACTICE

9 NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE CONTRARY TO THIS ACT OR REGULATIONS OF
10 THE BOARD.
11 (8) BEING GUILTY OF IMMORAL OR UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT.
12 UNPROFESSIONAL CONDUCT SHALL INCLUDE DEPARTURE FROM OR
13 FAILING TO CONFORM TO AN ETHICAL OR QUALITY STANDARD OF THE
14 PROFESSION. IN PROCEEDINGS UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH, ACTUAL
15 INJURY TO A PATIENT NEED NOT BE ESTABLISHED.
16 (I) THE ETHICAL STANDARDS OF A PROFESSION ARE THOSE
17 ETHICAL TENETS THAT ARE EMBRACED BY THE PROFESSIONAL
18 NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE COMMUNITY IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
19 (IT) A NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR DEPARTS FROM, OR FAILS TO
20 CONFORM TO, A QUALITY STANDARD OF THE PROFESSION WHEN THE
21 NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR PROVIDES A MEDICAL SERVICE AT A LEVEL
22 BENEATH THE ACCEPTED STANDARD OF CARE. THE BOARD MAY
23 PROMULGATE REGULATIONS THAT DEFINE THE ACCEPTED STANDARD
24 OF CARE. IN THE EVENT THE BOARD HAS NOT PROMULGATED AN
25 APPLICABLE REGULATION, THE ACCEPTED STANDARD OF CARE FOR
26 A NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR IS THAT WHICH WOULD BE NORMALLY
27 EXERCISED BY THE AVERAGE PROFESSIONAL OF THE SAME KIND IN
28 THIS COMMONWEALTH UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, INCLUDING
29 LOCALITY AND WHETHER THE NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR IS OR
30 PURPORTS TO BE A SPECIALIST IN THE AREA.
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(9) ACTING IN SUCH MANNER AS TO PRESENT AN IMMEDIATE AND
CLEAR DANGER TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR SAFETY.

(10) ACTING OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF A REGISTRATION.

(11) MAKING A FALSE OR DECEPTIVE REGISTRATION WITH THE
BOARD.

SECTION 205. REINSTATEMENT OF REGISTRATION.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER SUBSECTIONS (B)
AND (C), THE BOARD SHALL NOT REINSTATE A REGISTRATION THAT HAS
BEEN REVOKED.

(B) REINSTATEMENT AFTER FIVE YEARS.--A PERSON WHOSE
REGISTRATION HAS BEEN REVOKED MAY APPLY FOR REINSTATEMENT, AFTER
A PERIOD OF AT LEAST FIVE YEARS, BUT MUST MEET ALL OF THE
QUALIFICATIONS UNDER SECTION 202, INCLUDING THE EXAMINATION
REQUIREMENT.

(C) REINSTATEMENT AFTER FELONY CONVICTION.--A PERSON WHOSE
REGISTRATION HAS BEEN REVOKED BECAUSE OF A FELONY CONVICTION
UNDER THE ACT OF APRIL 14, 1972 (P.L.233, NO.64), KNOWN AS THE
CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE, DRUG, DEVICE AND COSMETIC ACT, OR SIMILAR
LAW OF ANOTHER JURISDICTION, MAY APPLY FOR REINSTATEMENT AFTER A
PERIOD OF AT LEAST 10 YEARS HAS ELAPSED FROM THE DATE OF
CONVICTION. THE BOARD MAY REINSTATE THE REGISTRATION IF THE
BOARD IS SATISEFIED THAT:

(1) THE PERSON HAS MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS IN PERSONAL
REHABILITATION SINCE THE CONVICTION SUCH THAT HIS
REINSTATEMENT SHOULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO CREATE A SUBSTANTIAL
RISK OF HARM TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF HIS PATIENTS OR THE
PUBLIC OR A SUBSTANTIAL RISK OF FURTHER CRIMINAL VIOLATIONS;
AND

(2) THE PERSON MEETS ALL OTHER QUALIFICATIONS UNDER

SECTION 202, INCLUDING THE EXAMINATION REQUIREMENT.

20150HB0516PN4043 - 28 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

SECTION 206. VIOLATION OF ACT.

(A) CIVIL PENALTY.--IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER CIVIL REMEDY OR
CRIMINAL PENALTY PROVIDED FOR IN THIS ACT, THE BOARD, MAY LEVY A
CIVIL PENALTY OF UP TO $1,000 ON ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) A NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR WHO VIOLATES A PROVISION OF

THIS ACT.

(2) A PERSON WHO EMPLOYS A NATUROPATHIC DOCTOR IN

VIOLATION OF THIS ACT.

(3) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO HOLDS HIMSELF OUT AS A REGISTRANT

WITHOUT BEING PROPERLY REGISTERED AS PROVIDED IN THIS ACT.

(4) THE RESPONSIBLE OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES OF A

CORPORATION, PARTNERSHIP, FIRM OR OTHER ENTITY THAT VIOLATES

A PROVISION OF THIS ACT.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCY LAW.--ACTION OF THE BOARD UNDER
THIS SUBSECTION IS SUBJECT TO 2 PA.C.S. CH. 5 SUBCH. A (RELATING
TO PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE OF COMMONWEALTH AGENCIES) AND CH. 7
SUBCH. A (RELATING TO JUDICIAL REVIEW OF COMMONWEALTH AGENCY
ACTION) .

SECTION 207. POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE.

THE BOARD SHALL ENFORCE AND ADMINISTER THE PROVISIONS OF THIS
ACT AND SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATIONS THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH
THE INTENT OF THIS ACT.

CHAPTER 3
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
SECTION 301. EFFECTIVE DATE.

THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT JANUARY 1, 2018.
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