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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 923 “%%”

INTRODUCED BY BAKER, STACK, ROBBINS, RAFFERTY, FONTANA, TEPLITZ,
ERICKSON, KASUNIC, TOMLINSON, SMITH, VULAKOVICH, YUDICHAK,
GREENLEAF, COSTA, SCHWANK, SOLOBAY, TARTAGLIONE, BRUBAKER,
HUTCHINSON, MENSCH AND FARNESE, MAY 15, 2013

SENATOR BAKER, VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, AS
AMENDED, OCTOBER 22, 2013
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AN ACT

Amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing fer—Veterams'—Trust— <--
Fare—and for military family relief assistance.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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11 H—A—sudder—or—grexpected—Toss—of—ircome—reat—or—
12 personat—propertyr—assets—or—financial—support—directty—
13 retated—to—the—mitiEary—Service—or—exigent—firaneiat—

14 cireumstances—of —the service—member—

15 i r—Fhe—death—eor—eritical—iinress—of—a—parent,—

16 spouse—sibHHng—or—ehitd—resuiting—in—an—immediate—rneed—
17 for—travet—todginrg—or—Ssubsistenrce—for—whieh—the—

18 appricant—tacks—financiat—resourees—

19 i —The—wounaingof —the—sService member—in—the—1ine—
20 of—duty—sustained—as—a resuttof combatorattack—

21 resuteing—ir—anr—immediate—need—for—funds—feor—travet;—

22 Todging—Subsistenrce—or—otheractivities—directly—retated—
23 to—the—ecasuatty for—which—theappticant tacks—financiat—
24

25 eigible—service—member—may—receirve—assistanrce—under—this—
26 stubparagraph-

27 = — A Aaturatlor manmade—disaster orother exigent—
28 cireumstances—resutting i deprivationof—food,—shetter—
29 or—othernecessities—of +tifefor—which—theappticant—

30 tacks—financiat—resourees—s
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2 release froma—tourof Stateactive duty—of 30—or more—
3 eonsecutive—daysl duration—whenr—theneed forassistance—
4 is—directly related to—the fmemberls performance—of—

5 aetive—dutyor—State—active duty——reserve——component—or—
6 PennsvivaniaNational Guard—service—of —themember—or—

7 extgent—eireumstancesbeyvond—themember's—controt-
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10 Penmsyivamria Natiorat—Gueard;—fora period—oftewor—four—

11 years—eafter—discharge—+f+

12 A r—The—member—was—discharged—Tformedical—

13 reasons—arisingout—of the memberls military servieer

14 «B)r—Themedical—disabitity—that—resultted—an—the—

15 memberls dischargewas—incurred 4n the tine of duty—

16 aRt—was—hot—the—resutt—ofmisconduetr

17 c)—The medical—condition—ogivingrise—to—the—

18 tiseharge—didrhot—existprior—to—the member—entering—

19 mititary——servicer

20 “Br—Fhemedreat—dirsabitrtywoas—theurred—white—

21 the—member—was——servingonractiveduty;—other—than—

22 aetive—dautyfor—training,or—State—activedguty—for—a—

23 peritod—of30—or more—consecutive—dayss

24 “F—Fhe—former memberreceived—anr honorabte—

25 tirseharge—formedical—reasons—

26 “F—Fhe rmeed—forassistance—tTsdirectlyretated—

27 to—the—formermemberls—mititary Serviceor—to——exigent—

28 eircumstances bevond theeligible memberls control—

29 or—the—disabiiTtyTheurred—tas—a resuttt—an—the—+irme—

30 of—dutyeof—themititary servicer
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26 SECTION 1. SECTION 7319(B) (2), (H) AND (J) OF TITLE 51 OF <--
27 THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:

28 § 7319. MILITARY FAMILY RELIEF ASSISTANCE.

29 * k%

30 (B) ADMINISTRATION OF PROGRAM.--
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(2) THE MILITARY FAMILY RELIEF ASSISTANCE PROGRAM IS
ESTABLISHED. CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FOR THE FUND SHALL BE
DISTRIBUTED BY THE DEPARTMENT UNDER THE PROGRAM TO ELIGIBLE
SERVICE MEMBERS AND ELIGIBLE RELATIVES OF ELIGIBLE SERVICE
MEMBERS. APPLICANTS MUST DEMONSTRATE TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT
THEY HAVE A DIRECT AND IMMEDIATE FINANCIAL NEED AS A RESULT
OF [THE MILITARY SERVICE OF THE SERVICE MEMBER. SUCH

CIRCUMSTANCES MUST BE] CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND THE CONTROL OF

AND NOT AS A RESULT OF MISCONDUCT BY THE SERVICE MEMBER. THE
APPLICANT SHALL DEMONSTRATE THAT THE FINANCIAL NEED IS CAUSED
BY ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) A SUDDEN OR UNEXPECTED LOSS OF INCOME, REAL OR

PERSONAL PROPERTY, ASSETS OR SUPPORT DIRECTLY RELATED TO

THE MILITARY SERVICE OF, OR EXTIGENT CIRCUMSTANCES

AFFECTING, THE SERVICE MEMBER.

(IT) THE DEATH OR CRITICAL ILLNESS OF A PARENT,
SPOUSE, SIBLING OR CHILD RESULTING IN AN IMMEDIATE NEED
FOR TRAVEL, LODGING OR SUBSISTENCE FOR WHICH THE
APPLICANT LACKS FINANCIAL RESOURCES.

(ITI) THE WOUNDING OF THE SERVICE MEMBER IN THE LINE
OF DUTY SUSTAINED AS A RESULT OF COMBAT OR ATTACK
RESULTING IN AN IMMEDIATE NEED FOR FUNDS FOR TRAVEL,
LODGING, SUBSISTENCE OR OTHER ACTIVITIES DIRECTLY RELATED
TO THE CASUALTY FOR WHICH THE APPLICANT LACKS FINANCIAL
RESOURCES. NO MORE THAN TWO ELIGIBLE RELATIVES OF AN
ELIGIBLE SERVICE MEMBER MAY RECEIVE ASSISTANCE UNDER THIS
SUBPARAGRAPH.

(IV) A NATURAL OR MANMADE DISASTER OR OTHER EXIGENT

CIRCUMSTANCES RESULTING IN DEPRIVATION OF FOOD, SHELTER
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OR OTHER NECESSITIES OF LIFE FOR WHICH THE APPLICANT
LACKS FINANCIAL RESOURCES.

(V) EMERGENCY NEED FOR CHILD CARE OF DEPENDENT
CHILDREN FOR WHICH THE APPLICANT LACKS FINANCIAL
RESOURCES.

(VI) OTHER IMMEDIATE AND NECESSITOUS CAUSE
DETERMINED IN THE GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED FOR THE PROGRAM
THAT EXCEEDS THE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF THE APPLICANT
WHERE FAILURE TO PROVIDE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE WILL
SUBSTANTIALLY OPERATE TO THE DETRIMENT OF THE SERVICE
MEMBER OR HIS OR HER DEPENDENTS.

* Kk K%

(H) EXPIRATION.--THIS SECTION SHALL EXPIRE JUNE 30, [2016]

(J) DEFINITIONS.--AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING
WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS
SUBSECTION:

"ELIGIBLE RELATIVE OF AN ELIGIBLE SERVICE MEMBER." THE
DEPENDENT SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT CHILD OF THE ELIGIBLE SERVICE
MEMBER OR, IN THE CASE OF APPLICANTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO
VISIT A HOSPITALIZED SERVICE MEMBER, THE SERVICE MEMBER'S
SPOUSE, PARENT, SIBLING OR CHILD. AN ELIGIBLE RELATIVE MUST BE A
RESIDENT OF PENNSYLVANIA AT THE TIME OF APPLICATION FOR
ASSISTANCE.

"ELIGIBLE SERVICE MEMBER."

(1) ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:
(I) A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED
STATES OR ITS RESERVE COMPONENTS, INCLUDING THE

PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD, WHO IS SERVING ON ACTIVE
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DUTY OTHER THAN ACTIVE DUTY FOR TRAINING FOR A PERIOD OF
30 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE DAYS.

(IT) A MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD
SERVING ON STATE ACTIVE DUTY FOR A PERIOD OF 30 OR MORE
CONSECUTIVE DAYS.

(III) A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING OF ANY RESERVE
COMPONENT OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES,
INCLUDING THE PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD, FOR A PERIOD

OF [ONE YEAR] THREE YEARS AFTER RELEASE FROM A TOUR OF

ACTIVE DUTY, OTHER THAN ACTIVE DUTY FOR TRAINING, OR

RELEASE FROM A TOUR OF STATE ACTIVE DUTY OF 30 OR MORE

CONSECUTIVE DAYS' DURATION WHEN THE NEED FOR ASSISTANCE
IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE [MEMBER'S PERFORMANCE OF

ACTIVE DUTY OR STATE ACTIVE DUTY] CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER

SUBSECTION (B) (2).

(IV) A FORMER MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
UNITED STATES OR ITS RESERVE COMPONENTS, INCLUDING THE
PENNSYLVANIA NATIONAL GUARD, FOR A PERIOD OF [TWO] FEOUR
YEARS AFTER DISCHARGE TIF':

(A) THE MEMBER WAS DISCHARGED FOR MEDICAL
REASONS ARISING OUT OF THE MEMBER'S MILITARY SERVICE.

(B) THE MEDICAL DISABILITY THAT RESULTED IN THE
MEMBER'S DISCHARGE WAS INCURRED IN THE LINE OF DUTY
AND WAS NOT THE RESULT OF MISCONDUCT.

(C) THE MEDICAL CONDITION GIVING RISE TO THE
DISCHARGE DID NOT EXIST PRIOR TO THE MEMBER ENTERING
MILITARY SERVICE.

(D) THE MEDICAL DISABILITY WAS INCURRED WHILE
THE MEMBER WAS SERVING ON ACTIVE DUTY, OTHER THAN

ACTIVE DUTY FOR TRAINING, OR STATE ACTIVE DUTY FOR A
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PERIOD OF 30 OR MORE CONSECUTIVE DAYS.

(E) THE FORMER MEMBER RECEIVED AN HONORABLE
DISCHARGE FOR MEDICAL REASONS.

(FF) THE NEED FOR ASSISTANCE IS DIRECTLY RELATED

TO THE FORMER MEMBER'S MILITARY SERVICE, TO EXIGENT

CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND THE ELIGIBLE MEMBER'S CONTROIL OR

THE DISABILITY INCURRED [AS A RESULT] IN THE LINE OF

DUTY OF THE MILITARY SERVICE.
(2) AN ELIGIBLE SERVICE MEMBER MUST BE A RESIDENT OF
PENNSYLVANIA AT THE TIME OF THE APPLICATION FOR ASSISTANCE.

"EXTGENT CIRCUMSTANCES." EMERGENCY OR EXTRAORDINARY

SITUATIONS OR CONDITIONS RESULTING IN AN ELTGIBLE SERVICE MEMBER

BEING UNABLE TO PROVIDE THE NECESSITIES OF LIVING FOR THE MEMBER

OR THE MEMBER'S DEPENDENTS DUE TO FACTORS BEYOND THE MEMBER'S

CONTROL. THE TERM INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO, NATURAL OR

MANMADE DISASTERS, LOSS OF HOME, LOSS OF EMPLOYMENT, DISABILITY

OR SERIOUS ILILNESS OR INJURY.

"RESIDENT OF PENNSYLVANIA." EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS DOMICILED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
THE INDIVIDUAL MUST EITHER PHYSICALLY RESIDE IN PENNSYLVANIA
OR BE ABSENT FROM THE STATE PURSUANT TO MILITARY ORDERS. AN
INDIVIDUAL'S SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT WHO IS DOMICILED IN THIS
COMMONWEALTH BUT WHO IS STATIONED IN ANOTHER STATE OR COUNTRY
SHALL QUALIFY UNDER THE PROGRAM AS A RESIDENT OF PENNSYLVANIA
SO LONG AS THE PERSON DOES NOT BECOME DOMICILED IN ANOTHER
STATE.

(2) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO QUALIFIES UNDER THE DEFINITION OF
"RESIDENT INDIVIDUAL"™ IN SECTION 301 (P) OF THE TAX REFORM
CODE OF 1971.

Section 3 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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