HOUSE AMENDED

PRIOR PRINTER'S NOS. 213, 412 PRINTER'S No. 892

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 302 %%

INTRODUCED BY BAKER, MENSCH, ROBBINS, YUDICHAK, YAW, VULAKOVICH,
ALLOWAY, RAFFERTY, BREWSTER, SOLOBAY, HUGHES, WAUGH, SCHWANK,
WASHINGTON AND WILLIAMS, JANUARY 25, 2013

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED,
APRIL 10, 2013

O J oy U Wb

AN ACT

yeteransl——affatrs—

AMENDING TITLE 51 (MILITARY AFFAIRS) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <=--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, PROVIDING FOR COUNTY DIRECTORS OF
VETERANS' AFFAIRS.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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Section—2+—This—act—shatt—takeeffect—in66—days~
SECTION 1. CHAPTER 17 OF TITLE 51 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SUBCHAPTER TO READ:

SUBCHAPTER D

COUNTY DIRECTORS OF VETERANS' AFFAIRS

SEC.

1731. ACCREDITATION.

§ 1731. ACCREDITATION.

(A) FELIGIBILITY.—--IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR APPOINTMENT AS

A DIRECTOR OF VETERANS' AFFATRS IN A COUNTY OF THIS

COMMONWEATLTH, A PERSON MUST MAINTATN A UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT

OF VETERANS AFFATRS ACCREDITATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE

PROVISIONS OF 38 CFR § 14.629 (RELATING TO REQUIREMENTS FOR

ACCREDITATION OF SERVICE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTATIVES; AGENTS;

AND ATTORNEYS) WITH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) THE DEPARTMENT.

(2) A VETERANS' ORGANIZATION LISTED UNDER SECTION

1702 (B) (RELATING TO STATE VETERANS' COMMISSION) .

(B) TIME.—--

(1) A PERSON WHO IS APPOINTED AS A DIRECTOR OF VETERANS'

AFFATRS IN A COUNTY OF THIS COMMONWEALTH SHALL HAVE UP TO ONE
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1 YEAR FROM THE DATE OF APPOINTMENT TO ATTAIN THE TRATNING AND

2 CERTTFTICATION REQUIRED UNDER THIS TITLE.

3 (2) A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN APPOINTED AS A DIRECTOR OF

4 VETERANS' AFFAIRS IN A COUNTY OF THIS COMMONWEALTH PRIOR TO

5 THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION SHALL HAVE ONE YEAR FROM

6 THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION TO ATTAIN THE TRAINING AND
7 CERTIFTICATION REQUIRED UNDER THIS TITLE.

8 (C) ADDITIONAL DUTIES.-—-IN ADDITION TO THE DUTIES PROVIDED

9 FOR UNDER A STATUTE OTHER THAN THIS TITLE, A DIRECTOR OF

10 VETERANS' AFFATIRS SHALL DO ALL QOF THE FOLLOWING:

11 (1) SERVE AS A LOCAL CONTACT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
12 DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFATIRS, THE DEPARTMENT AND AN

13 INDIVIDUAL IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES, AN

14 INDIVIDUAL WHO WAS DISCHARGED FROM THE SERVICE AND A

15 DEPENDENT OF THE TNDIVIDUAL.

16 (2) ADVISE AN INDIVIDUAL IN THE ARMED FORCES, A VETERAN
17 OR A DEPENDENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR VETERAN OF AVATLABLE

18 FEDERAL, STATE AND COUNTY VETERANS' BENEFTITS.

19 (3) ATD AN INDIVIDUAL IN THE ARMED FORCES, A VETERAN OR
20 A DEPENDENT OF THE TINDIVIDUAL OR VETERAN IN COMPLETING

21 REQUIRED FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL VETERANS' AFFATIRS FORMS IN
22 COMPLIANCE WITH CURRENT REGULATIONS AND POLICIES.

23 (4) WORK UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISTON OF THE COUNTY

24 COMMISSIONERS AND WITHIN THE GUIDELINES PROVIDED BY THE

25 DEPARTMENT AND THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS

26 AFFATIRS.

27 (5) PARTICIPATE IN PROGRAMS PROVIDED BY THE DEPARTMENT
28 INCLUDING:

29 (I) ANNUAL TRAINING AND REFRESHER COURSES PROVIDED
30 BY THE OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL FOR VETERANS
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AFFATRS.

(IT) FIVE-YEAR RECERTIFICATION AS REQUIRED BY THE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFATIRS FOR

VETERANS' SERVICE OFFTICER ACCREDITATION.

(D) OFFICE DUTIES.--THE OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY ADJUTANT

GENERAL FOR

VETERANS AFFATRS SHALL ESTABLISH A COUNTY DIRECTOR

OF VETERANS

AFFATRS TRAINING PROGRAM, AGREED UPON WITH THE STATE

ASSOCIATION

OF COUNTY DIRECTORS OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, WHICH SHALL

INCLUDE THE

FOLLOWING:

(1)

DEVELOPMENT OF PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES AS

REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER.
(2) MAINTENANCE OF TRAINING RECORDS.
(3)

MAINTENANCE OF COMPETENCY SCORES FOR PURPOSES OF

DOCUMENTING AND MONITORING ACCREDITATION STATUS.

(4)

ANNUAL RECERTTIFTCATION AND QUALTFTICATION.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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