HOUSE AMENDED

PRIOR PRINTER'S NOS. 690, 1206, 1430,

1480 PRINTER'S NO.

1826

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 31 “%%°

INTRODUCED BY FONTANA, FOLMER, WASHINGTON, ERICKSON, STACK,

BREWSTER, FERLO, TEPLITZ, BAKER, RAFFERTY, YUDICHAK, KASUNIC,
TARTAGLIONE, WILLIAMS, SMITH, FARNESE, WAUGH, MENSCH, HUGHES,

BROWNE, WARD, VANCE, PILEGGI, BOSCOLA, COSTA, ALLOWAY,
SCHWANK, DINNIMAN AND BLAKE, MARCH 15, 2013

AS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN AND YOUTH, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, MARCH 12, 2014
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AN ACT

Amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylvania

Consolidated Statutes, in child protective services, further
providing for definitions+ AND for persons required to report <=--

suspected child abuse are—fer—reporting—procedure; and—

repealing provisions relating to definitions, school

L ==

employees, administration, investigation, responsibilities of

county agency for child protective services and report
information; AND FURTHER PROVIDING FOR SERVICES FOR
PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION AND TREATMENT OF CHILD ABUSE.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. THE DEFINITIONS OF "BODILY INJURY," "FOUNDED <--
REPORT, " "GENERAL PROTECTIVE SERVICES," "INDICATED REPORT FOR
SCHOOL EMPLOYEE," "INDIVIDUAL RESIDING IN THE SAME HOME AS THE
CHILD,"™ "NEAR FATALITY" AND "SCHOOL EMPLOYEE"™ IN SECTION 6303 (A)

OF TITLE 23 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED STATUTES, AMENDED
DECEMBER 18, 2013 (P.L.1195, NO.117), ARE AMENDED AND THE
SUBSECTION IS AMENDED BY ADDING DEFINITIONS TO READ:

§ 6303. Definitions.

(a) General rule.--The following words and phrases when used
in this chapter shall have the meanings given to them in this
section unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

*x k%

["BODILY INJURY." IMPAIRMENT OF PHYSICAL CONDITION OR <--
SUBSTANTIAL PAIN.]

"Bodily injury." TImpairment of phvsical condition or

substantial pain.

*x Xk % <=

" 3 3 3 "

" "
.
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19 "FOUNDED REPORT." A CHILD ABUSE REPORT INVOLVING A <--
20 PERPETRATOR THAT IS MADE PURSUANT TO THIS CHAPTER, IF ANY OF THE

21 FOLLOWING APPLIES:

22 (1) THERE HAS BEEN A JUDICIAL ADJUDICATION BASED ON A
23 FINDING THAT A CHILD WHO IS A SUBJECT OF THE REPORT HAS BEEN
24 ABUSED AND THE ADJUDICATION INVOLVES THE SAME FACTUAL

25 CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGATION OF CHILD ABUSE. THE
26 JUDICIAL ADJUDICATION MAY INCLUDE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

27 (I) THE ENTRY OF A PLEA OF GUILTY OR NOLO

28 CONTENDERE.

29 (IT) A FINDING OF GUILT TO A CRIMINAL CHARGE.

30 (ITI) A FINDING OF DEPENDENCY UNDER 42 PA.C.S. §

20130SBO031PN1826 -4 -



1 6341 (RELATING TO ADJUDICATION) IF THE COURT HAS ENTERED

2 A FINDING THAT A CHILD WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF THE REPORT

3 HAS BEEN ABUSED.

4 (IV) A FINDING OF DELINQUENCY UNDER 42 PA.C.S. §

5 6341 IF THE COURT HAS ENTERED A FINDING THAT THE CHILD

6 WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF THE REPORT HAS BEEN ABUSED BY THE

7 CHILD WHO WAS FOUND TO BE DELINQUENT.

8 (2) THERE HAS BEEN AN ACCEPTANCE INTO AN ACCELERATED

9 REHABILITATIVE DISPOSITION PROGRAM AND THE REASON FOR THE

10 ACCEPTANCE INVOLVES THE SAME FACTUAL CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED
11 IN THE ALLEGATION OF CHILD ABUSE.

12 (3) THERE HAS BEEN A CONSENT DECREE ENTERED IN A

13 JUVENILE PROCEEDING UNDER 42 PA.C.S. CH. 63 (RELATING TO

14 JUVENILE MATTERS), THE DECREE INVOLVES THE SAME FACTUAL

15 CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGATION OF CHILD ABUSE AND
16 THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE [ALLEGATION] CONSENT DECREE
17 INCLUDE AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT, ADMISSION OR FINDING THAT A CHILD
18 WHO IS THE SUBJECT OF THE REPORT HAS BEEN ABUSED BY THE CHILD
19 WHO IS ALLEGED TO BE DELINQUENT.
20 (4) A FINAL PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ORDER HAS BEEN GRANTED
21 UNDER SECTION 6108 (RELATING TO RELIEF), WHEN THE CHILD WHO
22 IS A SUBJECT OF THE REPORT IS ONE OF THE INDIVIDUALS
23 PROTECTED UNDER THE PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ORDER AND:
24 (I) ONLY ONE INDIVIDUAL IS CHARGED WITH THE ABUSE IN
25 THE PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ACTION;
26 (IT) ONLY THAT INDIVIDUAL DEFENDS AGAINST THE
27 CHARGE;
28 (ITTI) THE ADJUDICATION INVOLVES THE SAME FACTUAL
29 CIRCUMSTANCES INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGATION OF CHILD ABUSE;
30 AND

20130SBO031PN1826 -5 -



1 (IV) THE PROTECTION FROM ABUSE ADJUDICATION FINDS

2 THAT THE CHILD ABUSE OCCURRED.
3 *x kX %
4 "General protective services." Those services and activities

5 provided by each county agency for [nonabuse] cases requiring
6 ©protective services, as defined by the [Department of Public

7 Welfare] department in regulations.

8 "Iﬁda'sa‘t‘ed fepeft‘." Ep eha' d abﬁ-s-e—fepe-ft—mad:e—pﬁ—fs-a-a-ﬁfrt—e— < ==

10 bDepartment—ofPubticWetfare determines—that—substantiat—
11

12
13
14
15
16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 {i+iHr—TFhe—~echitdprotective service—investigations

24 {iHii—An——admission—of—the—acts—ofabtuse—by—the—

25 perpetErator—

26 2 —A—report—may—be—indicated—under—paragraph—tHr{tir—or—

27 fii—feor—anvy—chitd—inneed—of—chitdprotective—services;—

28 regardiess—of—+the rnumber of alleged perpetrateors—or—the—

29 Inebitity—to—tdentify—the—specific—perpetrator—among—two—or—

30 more—alteged—perpertraters—
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gesieree—andtecgal—counset—for—thedepartment—

["Indicated report for school employee." A report made under
Subchapter C.1 (relating to students in public and private
schools) if an investigation by the county agency determines
that substantial evidence of serious bodily injury or sexual
abuse or exploitation exists based on any of the following:

(1) Available medical evidence.

(2) The county agency's investigation.

(3) An admission of the acts of abuse by the school
employee.

"Individual residing in the same home as the child." An

individual who is 14 years of age or older and who resides in

the same home as the child.]

" "

chapter—to make areport—of suspected—ehild asbuser

"Near fatality." [An act that, as certified by a physician,

places a child in serious or critical condition.] A child's

serious or critical condition, as certified by a physician,

20130SBO031PN1826 -7 -



1 where that child is a subject of the report of child abuse.

2 *x Kk %

3 "School." A facility providing elementary, secondary oOr

4 postsecondary educational services. The term includes the

5 following:

6 (1) Any school of a school district.

7 (2) An area vocational-technical school.

8 (3) A joint school.

9 (4) An intermediate unit.

10 (5) A charter school or regional charter school.

11 (6) A cyber charter school.

12 (7) A private school licensed under the act of January
13 28, 1988 (P.1..24, No.11), known as the Private Academic

14 Schools Act.

15 (8) A private school accredited by an accrediting

16 association approved by the State Board of Education.

17 (9) A nonpublic school.

18 (10) A community college which is an institution now or
19 hereafter created pursuant to Article XIX-A of the act of
20 March 10, 1949 (P.1..30, No.14), known as the Public School
21 Code of 1949, or the former act of August 24, 1963 (P.1..1132,
22 No.484), known as the Community College Act of 1963.
23 (11) An independent institution of higher education
24 which is an institution of higher education which is operated
25 not for profit, located in and incorporated or chartered by
26 the Commonwealth, entitled to confer degrees as set forth in
27 24 Pa.C.S. § 6505 (relating to power to confer degrees) and
28 entitled to apply to itself the designation "college" or
29 "university" as provided for by standards and gqualifications
30 prescribed by the State Board of Education pursuant to 24

20130SBO031PN1826 -8 -
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Pa.C.S. Ch. 65 (relating to private colleges, universities

and seminaries) .

(12) A State—-owned university.

(13) A State-related university.

(14) A private school licensed under the act of December

15, 1986 (P.L.1585, No.174), known as the Private ILicensed

Schools Act.

(15) Hiram G. Andrews Center.

(16) A private residential rehabilitative institution as

defined in section 914.1-A(c) of the Public School Code of

1949.

"School employee." An individual who is employed by a
[public or private school, intermediate unit or area vocational-

technical] school or who provides a program, activity or service

i+ SPONSORED BY a school. The term includes an independent

contractor [and employees]. +The term excludes an individual who
has no direct contact with [students] CHILDREN.J

* K %

Section 2. Section 33+ 6311(C) of Title 23 is amended to

read:

§ 6311. +FPersons required to report suspected child abuse.

20130SBO031PN1826 -9 -
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(c) Staff members of institutions, etc.--Whenever a person
is required to report under subsection (b) in the capacity as a
member of the staff of a medical or other public or private
institution, school, facility or agency, that person shall

REPORT IMMEDIATELY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6313 AND SHALL <--

20130SBO031PN1826 - 10 -
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immediately THEREAFTER notify the person in charge of the <--

institution, school, facility or agency or the designated agent
of the person in charge. Upon notification, the person in charge
or the designated agent, if any, shall [assume the <--
responsibility and have the legal obligation to report or cause

a report to be made in accordance with section 6313.] FACILITATE <--

THE COOPERATION OF THE INSTITUTION, SCHOOL, FACILITY OR AGENCY

WITH THE INVESTIGATION OF THE REPORT. ANY INTIMIDATION,

RETALIATION OR OBSTRUCTION IN THE INVESTIGATION OF THE REPORT IS

SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 18 PA.C.S. § 4958 (RELATING TO

INTIMIDATION, RETALTATION OR OBSTRUCTION IN CHILD ABUSE CASES).

This chapter does not require more than one report from any such

institution, school, facility or agency.
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12 heatth—retatedfietdunder—theSurisdiction—of +the Pepartment—
13 of—State~

14 2 —Amedicat—examiner;—coroner—or—funerat—directors

15 S —An—emptoyee—ofaheatthcare—facitityorprovider—
16 icensed by —the Pepartment—of Health engaged—in—the—

17 admissionT—examination—care—or—treatment—of Sndividuatss

18 s 7 7 7

19 counsetor;—coach—or—other—schoot—emptoyveer

20 5)—A——echitd—care—services—provrders

21 7 : 7 i 7

22 Science—practitioner;—retigious—heater—or spirituat—teader—of—
23 any—regutarty—estabiished——ehureh—or—other—reliegious—

24 oragantzations

25 H—An—inaividuatl—patcdor—unpaic,—who,—on—thePpbasis—of—
26 the—individuat's—rote—as—an—integrat—part—of—a—regutarty—

27 schedutedprogramy—activityorservice;—accepts—

28 responsibitity—for—a—echitds

29 tS—A—sociat—services—worker-

30 9—Apeace—officerortaw—enforcement—offieiat~
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25 agereyv—freomany—duties—preseribedby—this—echapter—In—Such—
26 event;,—the—county agency Shatl—proceed—as—ifa written report—
277 were—actuvatiymade—t

28 far—Report—br—mandated—reporter—
29 +H—Amandated—Freporter —shall —Smmeciate vy make—ar——oral—
30 report—ef—suspected—echitdabuse—+te—the department o —the—
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13 postmortem—investigation—of deathsy—

14 HH—Anv—eotherinformation reagutred by Federal Jaw—or—

15 reeudations

16 HH—Anv—eotherinformation—+that the department reeguires—

17 by—regutations

18 Section—3+—SubchapterE-1+of Chapter63ofFitte 2335
19 <repeatedar

20 +SUBECHAPFER—€+

21 STHBENTS—IN-—POBEICANDPREVATE—SCHOOES

22 See~x

23 $35+t—Pbefinitions—s

24  6352+—Schoot—emptoyees—

25 6353—Adminitstration~

26 H353t—Investigation~

277 63532 —Responsibitities—ofcounty agency-

28 6355 3—Informationin—Statewide—centrat—registers
29 6353+4+—6Ctherprovisionss

30 S$—635t—Pbefinttions—
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30 +H—Netiee—+to—thedepartment—of the—eounty ageneyls—
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SECTION 3. SUBCHAPTER C.1 HEADING OF CHAPTER 63 OF TITLE 23

IS REPEALED:
[SUBCHAPTER C.1
STUDENTS IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS]

SECTION 4. SECTIONS 6351, 6352, 6353 AND 6353.1 OF TITLE 23
ARE REPEALED:
[§ 6351. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS SUBCHAPTER
SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

20130SBO031PN1826 - 23 -
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"ADMINISTRATOR." THE PERSON RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
ADMINISTRATION OF A PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SCHOOL, INTERMEDIATE UNIT
OR AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL. THE TERM INCLUDES AN
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR.

§ 6352. SCHOOL EMPLOYEES.

(A) REQUIREMENT.--

(1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN PARAGRAPH (2), A SCHOOL
EMPLOYEE WHO HAS REASONABLE CAUSE TO SUSPECT, ON THE BASIS OF
PROFESSIONAL OR OTHER TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE, THAT A STUDENT
COMING BEFORE THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE IN THE EMPLOYEE'S
PROFESSIONAL OR OFFICIAL CAPACITY IS A VICTIM OF SERIOUS
BODILY INJURY OR SEXUAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION BY A
SCHOOL EMPLOYEE SHALL IMMEDIATELY CONTACT THE ADMINISTRATOR.

(2) IF THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE ACCUSED OF SERIOUSLY INJURING
OR SEXUALLY ABUSING OR EXPLOITING A STUDENT IS THE
ADMINISTRATOR, THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WHO HAS REASONABLE CAUSE
TO SUSPECT, ON THE BASIS OF PROFESSIONAL OR OTHER TRAINING
AND EXPERIENCE, THAT A STUDENT COMING BEFORE THE SCHOOL
EMPLOYEE IN THE EMPLOYEE'S PROFESSIONAL OR OFFICIAL CAPACITY
IS A VICTIM OF SERIOUS BODILY INJURY OR SEXUAL ABUSE OR
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION SHALL IMMEDIATELY REPORT TO LAW
ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY UNDER SECTION
6353 (A) (RELATING TO ADMINISTRATION). IF AN ADMINISTRATOR IS
THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WHO SUSPECTS INJURY OR ABUSE, THE
ADMINISTRATOR SHALL MAKE A REPORT UNDER SECTION 6353 (A).

(3) THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE MAY NOT REVEAL THE EXISTENCE OR
CONTENT OF THE REPORT TO ANY OTHER PERSON.

(B) IMMUNITY.--A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WHO REFERS A REPORT UNDER
SUBSECTION (A) SHALL BE IMMUNE FROM CIVIL AND CRIMINAL LIABILITY

ARISING OUT OF THE REPORT.

20130SBO031PN1826 - 24 -
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(C) CRIMINAL PENALTY.--

(1) A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WHO WILLFULLY VIOLATES SUBSECTION
(A) COMMITS A SUMMARY OFFENSE.

(2) A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WHO, AFTER BEING SENTENCED UNDER
PARAGRAPH (1), VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) COMMITS A MISDEMEANOR
OF THE THIRD DEGREE.

§ 6353. ADMINISTRATION.

(A) REQUIREMENT.--AN ADMINISTRATOR AND A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE
GOVERNED BY SECTION 6352 (A) (2) (RELATING TO SCHOOL EMPLOYEES)
SHALL REPORT IMMEDIATELY TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND THE
APPROPRIATE DISTRICT ATTORNEY ANY REPORT OF SERIOUS BODILY
INJURY OR SEXUAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION ALLEGED TO HAVE
BEEN COMMITTED BY A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE AGAINST A STUDENT.

(B) REPORT.--A REPORT UNDER SUBSECTION (A) SHALL INCLUDE THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(1) NAME, AGE, ADDRESS AND SCHOOL OF THE STUDENT.

(2) NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE STUDENT'S PARENT OR
GUARDIAN.

(3) NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE ADMINISTRATOR.

(4) NAME, WORK AND HOME ADDRESS OF THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE.

(5) NATURE OF THE ALLEGED OFFENSE.

(6) ANY SPECIFIC COMMENTS OR OBSERVATIONS THAT ARE
DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE ALLEGED INCIDENT AND THE INDIVIDUALS
INVOLVED.

(C) IMMUNITY.--AN ADMINISTRATOR WHO MAKES A REPORT UNDER
SUBSECTION (A) SHALL BE IMMUNE FROM CIVIL OR CRIMINAL LIABILITY
ARISING OUT OF THE REPORT.

(D) CRIMINAL PENALTY.--AN ADMINISTRATOR WHO WILLFULLY
VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) COMMITS A MISDEMEANOR OF THE THIRD

DEGREE.
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1 § 6353.1. INVESTIGATION.

2 (A) GENERAL RULE.--UPON RECEIPT OF A REPORT UNDER SECTION

3 6353 (RELATING TO ADMINISTRATION), AN INVESTIGATION SHALL BE

4 CONDUCTED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS, IN COOPERATION WITH THE
5 DISTRICT ATTORNEY, AND A DETERMINATION MADE AS TO WHAT CRIMINAL

6 CHARGES, IF ANY, WILL BE FILED AGAINST THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE.

7 (B) REFERRAL TO COUNTY AGENCY.--

8 (1) IF LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS HAVE REASONABLE

9 CAUSE TO SUSPECT ON THE BASIS OF INITIAL REVIEW THAT THERE IS
10 EVIDENCE OF SERIOUS BODILY INJURY, SEXUAL ABUSE OR SEXUAL

11 EXPLOITATION COMMITTED BY A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE AGAINST A

12 STUDENT, LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS SHALL NOTIFY THE

13 COUNTY AGENCY IN THE COUNTY WHERE THE ALLEGED ABUSE OR INJURY
14 OCCURRED FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE AGENCY CONDUCTING AN

15 INVESTIGATION OF THE ALLEGED ABUSE OR INJURY.

16 (2) TO THE FULLEST EXTENT POSSIBLE, LAW ENFORCEMENT

17 OFFICIALS AND THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL COORDINATE THEIR

18 RESPECTIVE INVESTIGATIONS. IN RESPECT TO INTERVIEWS WITH THE
19 STUDENT, LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND THE COUNTY AGENCY
20 SHALL CONDUCT JOINT INTERVIEWS. IN RESPECT TO INTERVIEWS WITH
21 THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE, LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS SHALL BE GIVEN
22 AN OPPORTUNITY TO INTERVIEW THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE PRIOR TO THE
23 EMPLOYEE HAVING ANY CONTACT WITH THE COUNTY AGENCY.
24 (3) THE COUNTY AGENCY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS HAVE
25 THE AUTHORITY TO ARRANGE FOR PHOTOGRAPHS, MEDICAL TESTS OR X-
26 RAYS OF A STUDENT ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN ABUSED OR INJURED BY A
277 SCHOOL EMPLOYEE. THE COUNTY AGENCY AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
28 OFFICIALS SHALL COORDINATE THEIR EFFORTS IN THIS REGARD AND,
29 TO THE FULLEST EXTENT POSSIBLE, AVOID THE DUPLICATION OF ANY
30 PHOTOGRAPHS, MEDICAL TESTS OR X-RAYS.
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(4) LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND THE COUNTY AGENCY

SHALL ADVISE EACH OTHER OF THE STATUS AND FINDINGS OF THEIR

RESPECTIVE INVESTIGATIONS ON AN ONGOING BASIS.]

SECTION 5. SECTIONS 6353.2 AND 6353.3 OF TITLE 23, AMENDED
DECEMBER 18, 2013 (P.L.1201, NO.119), ARE REPEALED:

[§ 6353.2. RESPONSIBILITIES OF COUNTY AGENCY.

(A) INFORMATION FOR THE PENDING COMPLAINT FILE.--IMMEDIATELY
AFTER RECEIVING A REPORT UNDER SECTION 6353.1 (RELATING TO
INVESTIGATION), THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL NOTIFY THE DEPARTMENT OF
THE RECEIPT OF THE REPORT, WHICH IS TO BE FILED IN THE PENDING
COMPLAINT FILE AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 6331 (1) (RELATING TO
ESTABLISHMENT OF PENDING COMPLAINT FILE, STATEWIDE CENTRAL
REGISTER AND FILE OF UNFOUNDED REPORTS). THE ORAL REPORT SHALL
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION:

(1) THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE STUDENT AND THE

STUDENT'S PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

(2) WHERE THE SUSPECTED ABUSE OR INJURY OCCURRED.
(3) THE AGE AND SEX OF THE STUDENT.
(4) THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE SUSPECTED ABUSE OR

INJURY.

(5) THE NAME AND HOME ADDRESS OF THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE

ALLEGED TO HAVE COMMITTED THE ABUSE OR INJURY.

(6) THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE STUDENT TO THE SCHOOL

EMPLOYEE ALLEGED TO HAVE COMMITTED THE ABUSE OR INJURY.

(7) THE SOURCE OF THE REPORT TO THE COUNTY AGENCY.
(8) THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE COUNTY AGENCY, LAW

ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS, PARENTS, GUARDIANS, SCHOOL OFFICIALS

OR OTHER PERSONS, INCLUDING THE TAKING OF PHOTOGRAPHS,

MEDICAL TESTS AND X-RAYS.

(B) INVESTIGATION OF REPORTS.--UPON RECEIPT OF A REPORT
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UNDER SECTION 6353.1, THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL COMMENCE, WITHIN
THE TIME FRAMES ESTABLISHED IN DEPARTMENT REGULATIONS, AN
INVESTIGATION OF THE NATURE, EXTENT AND CAUSE OF ANY ALLEGED
ABUSE OR INJURY ENUMERATED IN THE REPORT. THE COUNTY AGENCY
SHALL COORDINATE ITS INVESTIGATION TO THE FULLEST EXTENT
POSSIBLE WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AS PROVIDED IN SECTION
6353.1(B) .

(C) COMPLETION OF INVESTIGATION.--THE INVESTIGATION BY THE
COUNTY AGENCY TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE REPORT IS AN INDICATED
REPORT FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEE OR AN UNFOUNDED REPORT SHALL BE
COMPLETED WITHIN 60 DAYS.

(D) NOTICE TO SUBJECT OF A REPORT.--PRIOR TO INTERVIEWING A
SUBJECT OF THE REPORT, THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL ORALLY NOTIFY THE
SUBJECT OF THE REPORT OF THE EXISTENCE OF THE REPORT AND THE
SUBJECT'S RIGHTS UNDER THIS CHAPTER IN REGARD TO AMENDMENT OR
EXPUNGEMENT. WITHIN 72 HOURS FOLLOWING ORAL NOTIFICATION TO THE
SUBJECT, THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL GIVE WRITTEN NOTICE TO THE
SUBJECT. THE NOTICE MAY BE REASONABLY DELAYED IF NOTIFICATION IS
LIKELY TO THREATEN THE SAFETY OF THE STUDENT OR THE COUNTY
AGENCY WORKER, TO CAUSE THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE TO ABSCOND OR TO
SIGNIFICANTLY INTERFERE WITH THE CONDUCT OF A CRIMINAL
INVESTIGATION.

(E) RELIANCE ON FACTUAL INVESTIGATION.--THE COUNTY AGENCY
MAY RELY ON A FACTUAL INVESTIGATION OF SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME
ALLEGATIONS BY A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS TO SUPPORT THE
AGENCY'S FINDING. THIS RELIANCE SHALL NOT RELIEVE THE COUNTY
AGENCY OF ITS RESPONSIBILITIES RELATING TO THE INVESTIGATION OF
REPORTS UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER.

(F) NOTICE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF THE COUNTY AGENCY'S

DETERMINATION.--AS SOON AS THE COUNTY AGENCY HAS COMPLETED ITS
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INVESTIGATION, THE COUNTY AGENCY SHALL ADVISE THE DEPARTMENT AND
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS OF ITS DETERMINATION OF THE REPORT AS
AN INDICATED REPORT FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEE OR AN UNFOUNDED REPORT.
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS SHALL BE MADE AT REGULAR INTERVALS
THEREAFTER IN A MANNER AND FORM THE DEPARTMENT PRESCRIBES BY
REGULATION TO THE END THAT THE DEPARTMENT IS KEPT FULLY INFORMED
AND UP-TO-DATE CONCERNING THE STATUS OF THE REPORT.

§ 6353.3. INFORMATION IN STATEWIDE CENTRAL REGISTER.

THE STATEWIDE CENTRAL REGISTER ESTABLISHED UNDER SECTION 6331
(RELATING TO ESTABLISHMENT OF PENDING COMPLAINT FILE, STATEWIDE
CENTRAL REGISTER AND FILE OF UNFOUNDED REPORTS) SHALL RETAIN
ONLY THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION RELATING TO REPORTS OF ABUSE OR
INJURY OF A STUDENT BY A SCHOOL EMPLOYEE WHICH HAVE BEEN
DETERMINED TO BE A FOUNDED REPORT FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEE OR AN
INDICATED REPORT FOR SCHOOL EMPLOYEE:

(1) THE NAMES, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS, AGE AND SEX OF

THE SUBJECTS OF THE REPORT.

(2) THE HOME ADDRESS OF THE SUBJECTS OF THE REPORT.
(3) THE DATE AND THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF THE ALLEGED

ABUSE OR INJURY.

(4) THE COUNTY AND STATE WHERE THE ABUSE OR INJURY

OCCURRED.

(5) FACTORS CONTRIBUTING TO THE ABUSE OR INJURY.

(6) THE SOURCE OF THE REPORT.

(7) WHETHER THE REPORT IS A FOUNDED OR INDICATED REPORT.

(8) INFORMATION OBTAINED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN RELATION
TO THE SCHOOL EMPLOYEE'S REQUEST TO RELEASE, AMEND OR EXPUNGE
INFORMATION RETAINED BY THE DEPARTMENT OR THE COUNTY AGENCY.

(9) THE PROGRESS OF ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BROUGHT ON THE

BASIS OF THE REPORT.
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(10) WHETHER A CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN
UNDERTAKEN AND THE RESULT OF THE INVESTIGATION AND OF ANY
CRIMINAL PROSECUTION. ]

SECTION 6. SECTION 6353.4 OF TITLE 23 IS REPEALED:

[§ 6353.4. OTHER PROVISIONS.

THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS SHALL APPLY TO THE RELEASE AND
RETENTION OF INFORMATION BY THE DEPARTMENT AND THE COUNTY AGENCY
CONCERNING REPORTS OF ABUSE OR INJURY COMMITTED BY A SCHOOL
EMPLOYEE AS PROVIDED BY THIS SUBCHAPTER:

SECTION 6336 (B) AND (C) (RELATING TO INFORMATION IN STATEWIDE
CENTRAL REGISTER) .

SECTION 6337 (RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF UNFOUNDED REPORTS) .

SECTION 6338 (A) AND (B) (RELATING TO DISPOSITION OF FOUNDED
AND INDICATED REPORTS) .

SECTION 6339 (RELATING TO CONFIDENTIALITY OF REPORTS) .

SECTION 6340 (RELATING TO RELEASE OF INFORMATION IN
CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS) .

SECTION 6341 (A) THROUGH (F) (RELATING TO AMENDMENT OR
EXPUNCTION OF INFORMATION) .

SECTION 6342 (RELATING TO STUDIES OF DATA IN RECORDS).]

SECTION 7. SECTION 6365 OF TITLE 23 IS AMENDED BY ADDING A
SUBSECTION TO READ:

§ 6365. SERVICES FOR PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION AND TREATMENT OF

CHILD ABUSE.

(D.1) RETLEASE BY COUNTY AGENCY.--PRIOR TO COMPLETING ITS

CHTILD FATALTTY OR NEAR FATATLITY REPORT, THE TNVESTIGATING COUNTY

AGENCY MAY RELEASE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC

CONCERNING A CHILD WHO DIED OR NEARLY DIED AS A RESULT OF

SUSPECTED OR SUBSTANTIATED CHILD ABUSE:
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(1) THE TDENTITY OF THE CHIID.

(2) IF THE CHILD WAS IN THE CUSTODY OF A PUBLIC OR

PRIVATE AGENCY, THE TDENTITY OF THE AGENCY.

(3) THE TIDENTITY OF THE PUBLIC OR PRIVATE AGENCY UNDER

CONTRACT WITH A COUNTY AGENCY TO PROVIDE SERVICES TO THE

CHTILD AND THE CHILD'S FAMILY IN THE CHILD'S HOME PRIOR TO THE

CHIID'S DEATH OR NEAR FATATLITY.

(4) A DESCRIPTION OF SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER PARAGRAPH

(3) .

*x kX %

Section 4 8. This act shall take effect Jangary—+—26+4— <--
DECEMBER 31, 2014. <--
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