SENATE AMENDED

PRIOR PRINTER'S NOS. 1924, 2210 PRINTER'S NO. 2988

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 198 “%%”

INTRODUCED BY NEILSON, MICCARELLI, PAYNE, FLYNN, MILLARD,
O'NEILL, KOTIK, GIBBONS, DeLUCA, THOMAS, CALTAGIRONE, NEUMAN,
J. HARRIS, ROEBUCK, BIZZARRO, SWANGER, MCNEILL, BISHOP,
PICKETT, ROZZI, DAVIS, COHEN, V. BROWN, CLAY, MURT, O'BRIEN,
MIRABITO, YOUNGBLOOD, FREEMAN, GINGRICH, FARINA, MICOZZIE,
DENLINGER, QUINN, MASSER, BRIGGS, BROWNLEE, HARHAI, P. DALEY,
K. BOYLE, GRELL, MUNDY, MIRANDA, B. BOYLE, McGEEHAN, KIM,
SNYDER, MULLERY, KAVULICH, M. DALEY, PAINTER, PARKER,

W. KELLER, DAVIDSON, SABATINA, HAGGERTY, CRUZ, SIMS,
DiGIROLAMO, HARKINS, MCCARTER, TAYLOR, MILNE, PETRI, FRANKEL,
DEAN, PASHINSKI, KORTZ, SANTARSIERO, MATZIE, HEFFLEY,
SAINATO, READSHAW, WATERS, D. EVANS AND SCHREIBER,

JUNE 4, 2013

SENATOR FOLMER, EDUCATION, IN SENATE, AS AMENDED, FEBRUARY
4, 2014
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial
schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto," providing for Dyslexia Screening AND <--
EARLY LITERACY INTERVENTION Pilot Program.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
hereby enacts as follows:

Section 1. The act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), known
as the Public School Code of 1949, is amended by adding an

article to read:
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ARTICLE XVIT-C <--

DYSLEXTA AND EARLY LTITERACY INTERVENTION PILOT PROGRAM

SECTION 1701-C. SHORT TITLE OF ARTICLE.

THTS ARTICLE SHATLT BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS THE DYSTEXTA

AND EARLY TITERACY INTERVENTION PITLOT PROGRAM LAW.

SECTION 1702-C. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE

SHATLT HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE
COMMONWEATLTH.
"DYSLEXTA." A CONDITION THAT IS CHARACTERIZED BY DIFFICULTY

WITH ACCURATE OR FLUENT WORD RECOGNITION AND BY POOR SPELLING

AND DECODING ABILITIES, WHICH CHARACTERTISTICS TYPICALLY RESULT

FROM A DEFICIT IN ONE OR MORE PROCESSES RELATED TO THE

PHONOLOGICAL COMPONENT OF LANGUAGE, THAT IS OFTEN UNEXPECTED IN

RELATION TO OTHER COGNITIVE ABTILITIES AND THE PROVISION OF

EFFECTIVE CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION AND THAT MAY RESULT IN PROBLEMS

IN READING COMPREHENSTON AND REDUCED READING EXPERTIENCE THAT MAY

IMPEDE THE GROWTH OF VOCABULARY AND BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE. THE

TERM SHALL APPLY ONLY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PILOT PROGRAM.

"INTENSIVE INTERVENTION." EXPLICIT, MULTISENSORY, SYNTHETIC

PHONICS TINSTRUCTION AND A STRUCTURED LANGUAGE PROGRAM DELIVERED

WITH FIDELTITY BY A TRATINED INTERVENTIONIST. THE TERM SHALL APPLY
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ONLY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PILOT PROGRAM.

"PILOT PROGRAM." THE DYSLEXTIA AND EARLY LITERACY

INTERVENTION PITOT PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER THIS ARTICILE.

SECTION 1703-C. ESTABLISHMENT.

(A) PITOT PROGRAM.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLISH A

DYSLEXTA AND EARLY LITERACY INTERVENTION PITOT PROGRAM TO

PROVIDE EVIDENCE-BASED EARLY SCREENING AND MULTITTIER SUPPORT

SYSTEMS, USING EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTION SERVICES FOR STUDENTS

WITH POTENTTIAT RISK FACTORS FOR EARLY READING DEFTICIENCIES AND

DYSLEXTA, SUCH AS T.OW PHONEMIC AWARENESS, TOW LETTER AND SYMBOL

NAMING AND INABILITY TO REMEMBER SEQUENCES.

(B) PROGRAM OPERATION.--THE PTTLOT PROGRAM SHATTL OPERATE FOR

THREE FULL SCHOOL YEARS, BEGINNING WITH THE SCHOOL YEAR THAT

BEGINS AT LEAST STIX MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

ARTICLE.

(C) ELIGIBILITY.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SELECT AT TLEAST THREE

SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT PROGRAM. TO BE

ELTIGIBLE FOR THE PILOT PROGRAM:

(1) A SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST ENROLL 3,000 TO 15,000

STUDENTS AND PROVIDE FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN.

(2) THREE MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

SECTION, THE SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST SUBMIT A PROPOSAL TO THE

DEPARTMENT THAT TDENTIFTIES HOW IT WILTL MEET THE GUIDELINES OF

THE PILOT PROGRAM'S:

(I) FEVIDENCE-BASED CORE READING PROGRAM;

(IT) EVIDENCE-BASED METHOD OF SCREENING ALL

KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS;

(ITT) EVIDENCE-BASED INTERVENTION PROGRAMS; AND

(IVv) A METHODOLOGY FOR EVALUATING THE EFFECTS OF THE

PROGRAM ON THE STUDENTS' IDENTIFIED RISK FACTORS.
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SECTION 1704-C. DEPARTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES.

(A) FUNDS.--THE DEPARTMENT SHALL APPLY FOR FEDERAL, PRIVATE

AND OTHER NON-STATE FUNDS AND SHALL USE AVATLABLE STATE FEUNDS

APPROPRIATED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR THE PILOT PROGRAM.

(B) CONSULTATION.--THE DEPARTMENT SHATT, CONSULT WITH THE

INTERNATIONAL DYSLEXTIA ASSOCIATION, OR ANY OTHER RECOGNIZED

ORGANIZATION THAT SPECIALIZES TN AND HAS EXPERTISE WITH THE

SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF DYSLEXTA AND ITS INTERVENTION, IN

ESTABLTISHING, OPERATING AND EVALUATING THE PTTOT PROGRAM.

(C) GUIDELTNES AND PROCEDURES.--NO LATER THAN THREE MONTHS

AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ARTICLE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL

ESTABLTISH GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE PILOT PROGRAM THAT

SHALL INCLUDE:

(1) EVIDENCE-BASED CORE READING PROGRAMS THAT

INCORPORATE SYSTEMATIC PHONEMIC INSTRUCTION AND DEVELOP BASIC

READING SKILLS FOR ALL STUDENTS IN THE PITOT PROGRAM TO USE.

(2) AN EVIDENCE-BASED SCREENING FOR LOW PHONEMIC

AWARENESS AND OTHER EVIDENCE-BASED RISK FACTORS FOR EARLY

READING DEFICIENCIES AND DYSLEXTA. THE SCREENING SHALL BE

GIVEN TO ALL KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE SCHOOL

DISTRICT THREE TIMES PER SCHOOL YEAR. THE FIRST SCREENING

SHALL BE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, THE SECOND

SCREENING DURING THE MIDDLE OF THE SCHOOL YEAR AND THE THIRD

SCREENING IN THE FINAL QUARTER OF THE SCHOOL YEAR.

(3) INTERVENTION MEASURES, INCLUDING MULTISENSORY

STRUCTURED LANGUAGE PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS SCORING BELOW THE

BENCHMARK THAT PROVIDE TIMELY TARGETED TINSTRUCTION AND

STRATEGIC RETEACHTING AND INTENSTIVE INTERVENTION IN TDENTIFTED

ARFEAS.

(4) DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENTS FOR STUDENTS SCORING BELOW
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1 THE BENCHMARK THAT AREF NATTONALLY STANDARDIZED, NORM-

2 REFERENCED SCREENING ASSESSMENTS OF PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS,
3 ALPHABETIC KNOWLEDGE, CONCEPT OF WORD AND GRAPHEME PHONEME
4 CORRESPONDENCE. THE SCREENING SHALL BE DEMONSTRATED TO HAVE
5 PREDICTIVE VALIDITY AND CLASSIEFICATION ACCURACY.

6 SECTION 1705-C. SCHOOL DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES.

7 (A) NOTIFICATION.--
8 (1) WHEN A STUDENT IS SUSPECTED OF HAVING AN EARLY
9 READING DEFICIENCY OR DYSLEXTA, THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOL
10 DISTRICT SHALL NOTIFY THE STUDENT'S PARENT OR GUARDIAN THAT
11 THE STUDENT, AS PART OF THE PILOT PROGRAM, IS ELIGIBLE TO
12 RECEIVE READING INTERVENTION SERVICES TO MEASURE THE
13 EFFECTIVENESS OF EARLY READING ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. THE
14 PARTICIPATING SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALTL REQUTIRE THE PARENT OR
15 GUARDIAN TO INDICATE IN WRITING THAT THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN
16 VOLUNTARILY AND KNOWINGLY CONSENTS TO THE STUDENT'S CONTINUED
17 PARTICIPATION IN THE PILOT PROGRAM. EACH PARTICIPATING SCHOOL
18 DISTRICT SHALL PROVIDE TO THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF THE
19 STUDENT SUSPECTED OF HAVING AN EARLY READING DEFICIENCY OR
20 DYSLEXTIA, INFORMATION ABOUT EARLY READING DEFICIENCIES AND
21 DYSLEXTA AND RECOMMENDED EVIDENCE-BASED RESOURCES AND
22 INTERVENTTIONS .
23 (2) PARTICIPATION IN THE PILOT PROGRAM, SCREENING OR
24 INTERVENTION ASSISTANCE DOES NOT PRECLUDE A PARENT OR
25 GUARDIAN FROM REQUESTING AN EVATLUATION FOR SPECTIAT, EDUCATION
26 AT ANY TIME, INCLUDING PRIOR TO OR DURING THE COURSE OF EARLY
27 INTERVENTION ASSISTANCE.
28 (B) EVALUATION.--
29 (1) FEACH PARTICIPATING SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL ANNUALLY
30 REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT DATA AND INFORMATION ABOUT THE
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1 OPERATION OF THE PIIOT PROGRAM, IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED BY

2 THE DEPARTMENT.

3 (2) THE DEPARTMENT SHATLTL CONTRACT WITH A NATTONALLY

4 RECOGNIZED EDUCATIONAL EVATLUATION INSTITUTION OR ORGANIZATION
5 TO PROVIDE AN EVALUATION OF THE PITOT PROGRAM TO REVIEW THE
6 EFFECTIVENESS OF EVIDENCE-BASED EARLY READING ASSTISTANCE

7 PROGRAMS FOR STUDENTS WITH RISK FACTORS FOR EARTLY READING

8 DEFICTENCIES AND DYSTEXTA AND TO DETERMINE TF THE PROGRAMS
9 REDUCE SPECIAL EDUCATION COSTS. THE EVALUATION SHALL BE
10 PUBLISHED ON THE DEPARTMENT'S PUBLICILY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET
11 WEBSITE.
12 Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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