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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1134 >%n”

INTRODUCED BY CORMAN, SCARNATI, BROWNE, BRUBAKER, ERICKSON,

FOLMER, ORIE, RAFFERTY, SOLOBAY, TOMLINSON, WAUGH, KASUNIC,
ROBBINS, PICCOLA, D. WHITE AND MENSCH, JUNE 14, 2011

SENATOR PICCOLA, EDUCATION, AS AMENDED, JUNE 19, 2012
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial

schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto," in pupils and attendance, farther— <«

PROVIDING FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES. €

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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12 PaEtS—FCh—63—{tretating—to—oehitd rerotective——Services—

13 S S )

14 Seetionr—2—Fhe—act—is—amended—Py—adding—anr—artiete—to—reacs

15 ARTFCHXFHFB
16 REEFGTFOUS—CHIRPD—CARE—FACTHTTIS—AND
17 REHEGEOUS—CHIEHPD—PEVEROPMENT—FACTHFTIES

18 Seetien—31381B—Peclaration—of policy

19 Fhe—Generat—Assembiyv—finds—and—dectares—as—fottowss

20 tH—A—siagnrficantrumber—ofparents——choose—to—enrott—
21 thetr—ehitdren—in—retigious—chitd—ecare—facititres—and—

22 retigirous——echitddevelopment—facitities—where—education;—

23 troatning—vatues—andguidance—that—are—~consistent—with—the—
24

25 to—their—echitdrens

26 {2 r—Ft—is—thepotiey—ofthe Commonweatth—topreserve—the—
27 primary—right—of—parents—to—~choose—the——education—trainineg—
28 and—care—of—their—echitdrens

29 5r—Nenprofit—retigious—chitd—ecare—facitities—anc—

30 retigirous——echitddevetlopment—facititiespbetieve—the provision—
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16 o r—F+ 3 s +the—intentof +the GCeneral Assembtv—tobatance—

17 these—interests—in protecting parental——echoice,—retigious—

18 freedomand—chitd—safety—at—retigiovs——echitd—care—facitities—

19 and—retigirous—chitd—devetopment—facititiespbvenacting—the—

20 provisions—of—this—articete—+to—govern—the—-operation—of—

21 retieiotus—ehitd—ecare—facitities—and—retigious—echito—

22 gevretopment—faeitities—

23 Seetieon—33862PB—Pbefinitions—

24

25 shett—heve—themeanings—girven—to—them—in—thissection—untess—the—

26 context—etesriv—indicates otherwises

27 " 4 . "

28 tH—Assists—in—theprovision—of—care—for—echitdren—at—a—

29 faeititys

30 =25
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2 proceduress
3 4H—THas——compteted—cgeneral—first—aidandfiresafety—
4 trainings
5 +5)—TFs—directiysupervised by aprimaryecaregiver—or—
6 direecteor~
7 - i o
8
9
10
11

12 faeidtities—

13 " . "

14 ECommonweatth~

15 " 4 4 4 - "

16 supervisor—whos

17 H—Fs—ensitesr

18 2—krnows—the—wheresbouts—of +the supervised—earegiver;—
19 aad

20 {3—+sresponsible—for—+the proper—execution—of—+the—
21 supervised——ecaregiverls—duties—regardtess—of whether—the—
22 sStperviser—is—physieally—present—with—the—supervised—

23 caregrver—at—att—times—

24 Pirector—An—indiviciat—whos

25 H—Fs—in—echarge—eof—a—retigious—echitd—care—faeitity-
26 {2—Fs—at—Jeast—2+—vears—of—age

27

28

29 prevention—and—infectious—diseasess

30 +4H—Has—had—firesafety—training—and—at—deast—1000—
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3 {tH—Fs—responsibtefor—thecare—of chitdren—at——a—

4 feeidity

5 2—TFs—at—Feast 38 vears—ofager

6 3 —Has—had—egenreral—first—aid—and—fire—safety—training-

7 4H—Hashad—at—teast2060—hours—ofexperience—in—teachine—
8 or—working—with—ehitdrens

9 - - 7

10 1ies Lild o ] SONE PO L e e 1 c

11 parentat—reare—is—eaiven—forpart—of +the 24 hourdar—to—children—

12 uader36—vears—of age—away from—their own—homess

13 I —TFhat—dsoperatedor—controltedorsupervisedby,—or—
14 is—affitiatedwith,—a bona—fide—church;—association—of—

15 churehes—or—otherretligious—body—that—isexempt—from Federal—
16 toxation—under—section—50tter(3r—of +theFnternal Revenwe Ccode—
17 of—3986—(PublieTFaw 00544260 5-C-—5 1 et——seeq)-

18 2 —Fn—whieh——chitd—care—isprovided—aspart—of—the—

19 retigiotus—mission—of—the—echurch;—association—of—~churches—or—
20 other—religious—body-
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25 aadmintstrator—of +the—faeitiev—

26 i —TFhat—the—facitity—is—in——comptiance—with—

27 appticabte—Federat—and—State—ecivit—riohts—statutess

28 2 —A—retigrous—chitd—eare—facitrty—shatt—fite—an—

29 amended—affidavit—with—thedepartment—within30—days—i+f—any—

30 Information—contained—in—theaffidavit;—which previousty—was—
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29 H—Neothing—in—this—articte—shatt—Pbe—construed—to—

30 prevent—a—retligious—ehitd—ecare—facitityor—retligious—~chita—
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SECTION 1. THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO.14), KNOWN
AS THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, IS AMENDED BY ADDING A
SECTION TO READ:

SECTION 1338.3. RELIGIOUS EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES.--(A) IT

IS THE POLICY OF THE COMMONWEALTH TO PRESERVE THE PRIMARY RIGHT

AND THE OBLIGATION OF THE PARENT OR PARENTS, OR PERSON OR
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PERSONS IN LOCO PARENTIS TO A CHILD, TO CHOOSE THE EDUCATION AND

TRAINING FOR SUCH CHILD.

(B) NOTHING CONTAINED IN THIS ACT OR ANY ILAW OF THIS

COMMONWEATLTH SHALT EMPOWER THE COMMONWEALTH OR ANY OF ITS

OFFICERS, AGENCTIES OR SUBDIVISTIONS TO MANDATE OR APPROVE THE

COURSE OR PROGRAM CONTENT, CURRICULUM, FACULTY, STAFF, TRAINING

OR PRINCIPLES OF RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENT OR SPIRTITUAL FORMATION OF

ANY RELTGIOUS PRE-KINDERGARTEN, PRE-SCHOOL, NURSERY SCHOOL,

BEFORE-SCHOOL OR AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM OR SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAM,

FOR CHILDREN AGED TWO AND ONE-HALF YEARS AND OLDER, OPERATED BY

ANY CHURCH, ASSOCIATION OF CHURCHES OR OTHER RELIGIOUS ORDER,

BODY OR INSTITUTION WHICH QUALTFTIES FOR EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION

UNDER SECTION 501(C) (3) OR (D) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF

1986 (PUBLIC LAW 99-514, 26 U.S.C. § 501) WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF

THE RELIGIOUS ENTITY.

(C) THE RELIGIQOUS ENTITIES REFERRED TO IN SUBSECTION (B)

SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE APPLICABLE BACKGROUND CHECK AND CHILD

ABUSE REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ACT AND 23 PA.C.S. CH. 63

(RELATING TO CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES).

(D) NOTHING CONTATINED IN THTIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO

PREVENT THE COMMONWEALTH FROM:

(1) ADOPTING OR ENFORCING ANY RULES WHICH PREVENT PHYSTCAL

THREATS TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF INDIVIDUALS OR UNSANITARY OR

DANGEROUS CONDITIONS IN FACILITIES WHICH ARE LICENSED OR

SUPERVISED UNDER THE ACT OF JUNE 13, 1967 (P.L.31, NO.21), KNOWN

AS THE PUBLIC WELFARE CODE.

(2) IMPOSING ANY STAFF-CHILD RATIO REQUIREMENTS OR STAFF

TRATNING REQUIREMENTS THAT ARF REQUIRED TO PREVENT PHYSTCAL

THREATS TO THE HEALTH OR SAFETY OF TNDIVIDUALS OR UNSANITARY OR

DANGEROUS CONDITIONS IN FACILITIES WHICH ARE LICENSED OR
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1 SUPERVISED UNDER THE PUBLIC WELFARE CODE.

2 Section 3 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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