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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 2060 *%es”

INTRODUCED BY BRIGGS, CURRY, DeLUCA, DONATUCCI, FRANKEL,

FREEMAN, GROVE, HOUGHTON, KORTZ, MAHONEY, McGEEHAN,

M. O'BRIEN, SWANGER, YOUNGBLOOD, STEVENSON, M. SMITH,
MARSHALL, GERBER, YUDICHAK, MURPHY, GERGELY, FABRIZIO,
HARKINS, HORNAMAN AND SHAPIRO, OCTOBER 26, 2009

AS

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 16, 2010
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AMENDING THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO.14), ENTITLED "AN

€

ACT RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, INCLUDING CERTAIN

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE AS WELL TO PRIVATE AND PAROCHIAL

SCHOOLS; AMENDING, REVISING, CONSOLIDATING AND CHANGING THE

LAWS RELATING THERETO," PROVIDING FOR MANAGEMENT OF
CONCUSSIONS AND HEAD INJURIES.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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Seetteonr—2—TFhis—act—shatl—+takeeffect—dn—60—days—
SECTION 1. THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO.14), KNOWN €«

AS THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, IS AMENDED BY ADDING AN
ARTICLE TO READ:

ARTTICLE XVI-A.1

MANAGEMENT OF CONCUSSIONS AND HEAD INJURIES

SECTION 1601-A.1. SCOPE OF ARTICLE.

THIS ARTICLE DEALS WITH MANAGEMENT OF CONCUSSIONS AND HEAD

INJURIES TO STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES.

SECTION 1602-A.1. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE

SHATLT HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ATHLETIC ACTIVITY." ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:
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(1) INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHILETICS.

(2) AN ATHLETIC CONTEST OR COMPETITION, OTHER THAN

INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS, THAT IS SPONSORED BY OR ASSOCIATED

WITH A SCHOOL ENTITY, TINCLUDING CHEERLEADING, CLUB-SPONSORED

SPORTS ACTIVITIES AND SPORTS ACTIVITIES SPONSORED BY SCHOOL-

AFFILTIATED ORGANIZATIONS.

(3) NONCOMPETITIVE CHEERLEADING.

(4) PRACTICES, INTER-SCHOOL PRACTICES AND SCRIMMAGES FOR

ALL OF THE ACTIVITIES LISTED UNDER PARAGRAPHS (1), (2) AND

3).

"INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS." AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1602-A.
"NONPUBLIC SCHOOL." AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1602-A.

"SCHOQOL ENTITY." AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1602-A.

SECTION 1603-A.1. CONCUSSIONS AND HEAD INJURIES.

(A) DEVELOPMENT.--THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND THE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL DEVELOP GUIDELINES AND OTHER

RELEVANT MATERIALS TO INFORM AND EDUCATE STUDENTS PARTICIPATING

IN OR DESIRING TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ATHLETIC ACTIVITY, THEIR

PARENTS AND THETIR COACHES ABOUT THE NATURE AND RISK OF

CONCUSSION AND HEAD INJURY, INCLUDING THE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH

CONTINUING TO PLAY OR PRACTICE AFTER A CONCUSSION OR HEAD

INJURY. IN DEVELOPING THE GUIDELINES AND MATERIALS, THE

DEPARTMENTS MAY UTTILTZE EXTSTING MATERTALS DEVELOPED BY THE

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION.

(B) INFORMATIONAL MEETING.—-—-A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY HOLD AN

INFORMATIONAL MEETING PRIOR TO THE START OF EACH ATHLETIC SEASON

FOR ALL AGES OF COMPETITORS REGARDING CONCUSSION AND OTHER HEAD

INJURTIES AND THE TMPORTANCE OF PROPER CONCUSSTON MANAGEMENT.

INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS MAY TINCLUDE COACHES, PARENTS, STUDENTS

AND A LICENSED PHYSICIAN, LTICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST OR A CERTIFTED
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ATHLETIC TRAINER, TRAINED IN THE EVALUATTION AND MANAGEMENT OF

CONCUSSTONS.

(C) ACKNOWLEDGMENT.--A STUDENT PARTICIPATING IN OR DESIRING

TO PARTICIPATE IN AN ATHILETIC ACTIVITY AND THE STUDENT'S PARENT

OR GUARDIAN SHATLT ANNUALLY STGN AND RETURN TO THE STUDENT'S

SCHOOL AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT AND REVIEW OF A CONCUSSION

AND HEAD INJURY INFORMATION SHEET DEVELOPED UNDER SUBSECTION (A)

PRIOR TO THE STUDENT'S PARTICIPATION. A STUDENT SHALL NOT

PARTICIPATE IN ANY ATHLETIC ACTIVITY TN A GIVEN ATHLETIC SEASON

UNTIL THE SCHOOL HAS RECEIVED A SIGNED ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT

AND REVIEW FROM THE STUDENT FOR THAT SEASON.

(D) REMOVAL FROM PLAY.--A STUDENT WHO EXHIBTITS SIGNS OR

SYMPTOMS OF A CONCUSSION OR HEAD INJURY WHILE PARTICTIPATING IN

AN ATHLETIC ACTIVITY SHATT BE REMOVED FROM PARTICTPATION AT THAT

TIME. THE STUDENT SHALL NOT RETURN TO PARTICIPATION UNTIL THE

STUDENT IS EVALUATED AND CLEARED FOR RETURN TO PARTICIPATION, IN

WRITING, BY A LICENSED PHYSICIAN OR A LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIST

TRAINED IN THE EVALUATION AND MANAGEMENT OF CONCUSSIONS. SCHOOL

ENTITIES, PHYSTCIANS AND PSYCHOLOGISTS MAY UTILIZE SYMPTOM

CHECKLTISTS, BALANCE TESTING AND NEUROCOGNITIVE TESTING IN

ADDITTION TO INPUT FROM A CERTIFTED ATHLETIC TRAINER, TRAINED IN

THE EVALUATION AND MANAGEMENT OF CONCUSSIONS, AS PART OF A

COMPREHENSIVE EVALUATION TO HELP DETERMINE TF A STUDENT IS

ADEQUATELY RECOVERED FOLLOWING A CONCUSSION OR OTHER HEAD INJURY

AND FIT TO RETURN TO PARTICIPATION.

(E) TRAINING COURSE.--COACHES SHALL COMPLETE A CONCUSSION

MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION TRAINING COURSE OFFERED BY THE CENTERS

FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTTION, THE NATTONAL FEDERATION OF

HIGH SCHOOLS OR ANOTHER PROVIDER APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

HEALTH. COACHES SHALL COMPLETE THE TRAINING ONCE EVERY THREE

20090HB2060PN3926 -4 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20

YEARS. A COACH SHALL NOT COACH ANY ATHLETIC ACTIVITY UNTIL THE

COACH COMPLETES THE TRAINING COURSE REQUIRED UNDER THIS

SUBSECTION.

(F) PENALTIES.--THE GOVERNING BODY OF EACH SCHOOL ENTITY IN

THTS COMMONWEALTH SHATT ESTABLISH THE FOLLOWING MINIMUM

PENALTIES FOR ANY COACH FOUND IN VIOLATION OF THE REQUIREMENTS

UNDER SUBSECTION (D) :

(1) FOR A FIRST VIOLATION, SUSPENSION FROM COACHING ANY

ATHLETIC ACTIVITY FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SEASON.

(2) FOR A SECOND VIOLATION, SUSPENSION FROM COACHING ANY

ATHLETIC ACTIVITY FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SEASON AND FOR THE

NEXT SEASON.

(3) FOR A THIRD VIOLATION, PERMANENT SUSPENSION EF'ROM

COACHING ANY ATHLETIC ACTIVITY.

(G) CONSTRUCTION.--NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL BE

CONSTRUED TO ABRIDGE OR LIMIT ANY RIGHTS PROVIDED UNDER A

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT OR ANY RIGHTS PROVIDED UNDER THE

ACT OF JULY 23, 1970 (P.L.563, NO.195), KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC

EMPLOYE RELATIONS ACT.

SECTION 2. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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