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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 379 5%

I NTRODUCED BY ORIE, C. WLLIAM5, M VH TE, BOSCOLA, WASHI NGTON,
EARLL, TARTAGLI ONE, BAKER, KITCHEN, PILEGE, MELLOW STOUT,
TOWLI NSON, A. W LLIAMS, FERLO, COSTA, FONTANA, WONDERLI NG
LAVALLE, STACK, ARMSTRONG, RAFFERTY, BROME, KASUNI C
Mel LHENNEY, DI NNI MAN, O PAKE, ERI CKSON, WAUGH, BRUBAKER
PUNT, LOGAN AND PI PPY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2008

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, SEPTEMBER 22, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Recogni zing the 88th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th
amendnent to the Constitution of the United States.

WHEREAS, The struggle for wonen's suffrage in Pennsyl vani a
has a long history: while WIliam Penn was a Quaker and the
Soci ety of Friends (Quakers) considered nen and wonmen equal in
God's sight and permtted wonen to speak during their religious
services, wonen were not granted political rights throughout the
Col onial Period (1681-1776)--only white adult mal es who owned
property could vote; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania's Revolutionary political |eaders
br oadened mal e voting by abolishing the property qualifications
but did not extend the vote to wonen, in spite of Abigail Adans'
of Massachusetts adnonition to her husband John to "consider the
| adi es” as he and others formed the new political structure; and

WHEREAS, A precursor to the wonen's suffrage novenent was

abolitionism by 1804 all states above the Mason-Di xon Line
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provi ded for the "gradual abolition" of slavery, and, in fact,
Pennsylvania in 1780 was the first to do so by legislative
action; and

WHEREAS, Wnen's rights activismrose as Northerners
continued their opposition to slavery in the South, with m xed
results: the wonmen who founded the Phil adel phia Femal e Anti -
Sl avery Society in 1838 were denied adm ssion to an
i nternational antislavery convention in London in 1840 because
of their gender; and

VWHEREAS, At Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848, wonen decl ared
that their rights required the sanme enphasis as the rights of
sl aves, and Pennsylvania's Lucretia Mtt denmanded full political

rights, proclaimng that "all nmen and wonen are created equal "
and

WHEREAS, In 1852 a wonen's rights convention was held in Wst
Chester, Pennsylvani a; and

WHEREAS, |In 1876 Susan B. Ant hony, whose name was synonynous
with wonmen's suffrage, read a suffragette's declaration of
i ndependence at the celebration of the nation's centennial in
Phi | adel phi a, where 150,000 peopl e gathered at | ndependence
Square for patriotic cerenonies; and

VHEREAS, Most of the men in attendance failed to note the
connection between the Declaration of |Independence Thonas
Jefferson drafted in 1776 and the decl arati on Susan B. Ant hony
read; and

WHEREAS, By 1915, advocates of wonen's suffrage had won the
Pennsyl vani a General Assenbly's approval for a referendum on an
anmendnent to the Constitution of Pennsylvania, to be decided by

mal e voters; and

WHEREAS, The referendum fail ed, despite intense |obbying; and
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WHEREAS, The door havi ng been opened, State and nati onal
organi zati ons nai ntai ned the pressure by enphasi zi ng wonen's
contributions in nmedicine, industry, business and ot her
prof essions and in "shoul dering the obligations of those who
woul d never return"; and

WHEREAS, On June 4, 1919, the Congress of the United States
approved the wonen's suffrage constitutional amendnment and sent
it to state legislatures for ratification; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a qui ckly approved t he anendnent on June
27, 1919, beconing the eighth state to ratify; and

WHEREAS, |n August 1920, with three-fourths of the states
havi ng agreed, the 19th anendnent was officially certified as
part of the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS, The anmendnment was brief and succinct--stating that
the "rights of citizens to vote shall not be denied or abridged
by the United States or by any State on account of sex"--but had
far-reaching inplications; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate recogni ze the 88th anniversary of
the ratification of the 19th anendnent to the Constitution of

the United States, granting wonen the right to vote.

| 9L82JAM 20080S0379R2422 - 3 -



