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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 329 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WASHI NGTON, MAY 13, 2008

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, MNAY 13, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Honoring Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority by designating May 13, 2008,
as "Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority Day" in Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, |n 1908, Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority becane Anerica's
first Geek-letter organization established by black coll ege
wonen; and

WHEREAS, Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority celebrated its 100-year
anni versary on January 15, 2008; and

WHEREAS, The sorority's roots date back to Howard University,
Washi ngton, DC, where the idea for formation was concei ved by
Et hel Hedgeman Lyle of St. Louis, Mssouri, who viewed the
sorority as an instrunent for enriching the social and
intellectual aspects of college life by providing nental
stimulation through interaction with friends and associ ates; and

WHEREAS, Through the years, the sorority's function has
become nore conpl ex, branching out and becom ng the channel
t hrough whi ch sel ected col |l ege-trai ned wonen i nproved the

soci oecononic conditions in their city, state, nation and the
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wor | d; and

WHEREAS, In a world in which materialismis pervasive and
t echnol ogy and conpetition have decreased the need for
col | aboration and cooperation, it is critical to have an
associ ation that cuts across racial, international, physical and
social barriers to help individuals and comunities devel op and
mai ntai n constructive relationships with others; and

WHEREAS, Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority is that vita
organi zation, a sisterhood conposed of wonmen who have
consciously chosen this affiliation as a neans of self-
fulfillment through volunteer service, cultivating and
encour agi ng hi gh schol astic and et hi cal standards, pronoting
unity and friendship anong col | ege wonen, all eviating probl ens
concerning girls and wonen, maintaining a progressive interest
in college life and serving all mankind through a nucl eus of
nore than 200,000 wonen in the United States, the Cari bbean,
Europe and Africa; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate honor the Al pha Kappa Al pha
Sorority by designating May 13, 2008, as "Al pha Kappa Al pha

Sorority Day" in Pennsyl vani a.
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