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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 243 %%

| NTRODUCED BY DI NNI MAN, O PAKE, D. WHI TE, BOSCOLA, COSTA, FERLQ,
FONTANA, KI TCHEN, LAVALLE, MELLOW RHOADES, TOVLI NSON,
WASHI NGTON, C. WLLI AMS, EARLL AND LOGAN, FEBRUARY 19, 2008

AS AVENDED, JULY 3, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Conm ssion to conduct a
study to exanm ne state | aw and school policies and practices
regarding the notification of parents when a student viol ates

a public or private institution of higher education's drug

and al cohol policy.

WHEREAS, Drug and al cohol abuse and addi ction have
devastating health and social consequences that adversely affect
t his Cormmonweal th and the nation; and

WHEREAS, Drug and al cohol abuse and addiction are recogni zed
as two of the nost serious problens confronting this
Conmonweal th and the nation; and

WHEREAS, I n many of the occurrences of drug and al cohol abuse
by a student, famly nmenbers are unaware of the substance abuse;
and

WHEREAS, Tinely notification of parents of students at public
and private institutions of higher education would informthe
parents regarding the student's potential drug and al cohol

probl ens and enabl e parents to respond to situations where such

information is necessary to protect the health and safety of the
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student or other individuals; and

WHEREAS, Any notification of parents of students by such
institutions of higher education with personal information
regarding a university or college student nust conply with
Federal, State and | ocal |laws regarding the privacy of student
information; therefoere—beit+ AND

VWHEREAS, | NSTI TUTI ONS THAT UPHOLD STRI CT STANDARDS
PRCHI BI TI NG DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE BY FACULTY MEMBERS SHOULD
PROVI DE PARENTS AND STUDENTS | NFORVATI ON THAT MAY BE NECESSARY
TO THE HEALTH AND SAFETY OF THE STUDENT; THEREFORE BE | T

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Joint State Government
Conmmi ssion to conduct a study to exanm ne the | aws of each state
of the United States and the policies and practices of a
representative sanple of public and private institutions of
hi gher education located in the United States, including this
Commonweal th, regarding the notification of parents of students
for the purposes set forth in this resolution; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State CGovernnent Conm ssion include
inits study such determ nations, whether and to what extent
states through statute or regulation require institutions to
provi de parents notification of a violation of the institution's
drug or al cohol policy by the student or to provide parents
personal information fromthe student's records w thout the
student's consent when the information is necessary to protect
the health and safety of the student or other individuals; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State CGovernnent Conm ssion include
inits study whether the institutions included in the
representative sanple have adopted or enacted a policy or

practice for providing parents notification of a violation of
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the institution's drug and al cohol policy by the student; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State CGovernnent Conm ssion include
inits study whether and to what extent institutions included in
the representative sanple have a policy or practice for the
di scl osure of personal information froma student's educati onal
records wi thout the student's consent to the student's parents,
who are deened appropriate persons by the institution, where
such information is necessary to protect the health and safety
of the student or other individuals; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State CGovernnent Conm ssion include
inits study a summary of the reasons or rational es provided by
institutions in the representative sanple for either having
established a policy or practice for parental notification for a
drug and al cohol policy violation by a student or for the
di scl osure of student personal information wthout consent to
protect the health and safety of the student or other
i ndi viduals or for not having such a policy or practice; and be
it further

RESOLVED, THAT THE JO NT STATE GOVERNMENT COWMM SSI ON | NCLUDE
IN TS STUDY AN EXAM NATI ON OF THE LAWS OF EACH STATE AND SCHOCOL
POLI CI ES AND PRACTI CES REGARDI NG DRUG AND ALCOHOL ABUSE AMONG
FACULTY AT | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER EDUCATI ON; AND BE | T FURTHER

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnment Conmi ssion conpile
a report to sunmarize the determ nations reached in the study
and submt the report to the Senate no |ater than Decenber 1
2008, or six nmonths after enactnent of this resolution,

whi chever is |ater.
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