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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 232 %%

| NTRODUCED BY HUGHES, C. WLLIAMS5, A WLLIAMS, WASH NGTION,
MUSTO, FERLO, FONTANA, TARTAGLI ONE, CGREENLEAF, ORI E,
WONDERLI NG, RAFFERTY, LAVALLE, LOGAN, WOZNI AK AND DI NNI VAN,
FEBRUARY 5, 2008

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, FEBRUARY 5, 2008
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnating February 7, 2008, as "Bl ack H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

WHEREAS, The m ssion of National Black H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day
is to build awareness, participation and support for HV
prevention, care, testing and treatnent anong African Anericans;
and

WHEREAS, The primary goal of National Black H V/ Al DS
Awar eness Day is to notivate African Americans to get tested and
know their H V status, get educated about the transm ssion nodes
of HHV/AIDS, get involved in their |local communities and get
treated if they are currently living with H'V or are newy
di agnosed; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than 2,000 organi zations in nore than 800
cities across the United States plan to participate in National
Bl ack H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day this year; and

WHEREAS, National Bl ack H V/ AlDS Awareness Day is directed,

pl anned and organi zed by a working group of national
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organi zations in partnership with the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention to nobilize comunities and address
specific issues in regard to | ocal epidem cs and best practices
t hat are science-based and will influence the course of HV in
African-American comunities across the United States; and

WHEREAS, Today, nearly seven in ten new Al DS cases occur
anong African Anmericans; and

WHEREAS, African Anmericans make up just 13% of the nation's
popul ation, yet nore than half, or 55% of all AIDS deaths occur
anong African Anmericans; and

WHEREAS, Nati onal Bl ack H V/ AlDS Awareness Day is a national
call to increase awareness of the threat and inpact of H V/ Al DS
on the African-Anerican comunity; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting that we join with national and | ocal
groups to express our strong support for National Black H V/ Al DS
Awar eness Day and the initiatives to prevent the spread of
H V/ AIDS in African-Anmerican communities and provide treatnment
and support services to those living with H V/AIDS; therefore be
it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designtate February 7, 2008, as
"Bl ack H V/ AI DS Awar eness Day" in Pennsylvania and urge al
citizens to strongly support this day and participate in events

pl anned to conmenorate the occasion.
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