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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 224 5%

I NTRODUCED BY VANCE, BRUBAKER, CORMAN, M WH TE, MJSTQ
TOWLI NSON, WONDERLI NG, SCARNATI, ARMSTRONG, BAKER, EARLL,
FERLO, GORDNER, PI CCOLA, PUNT, RAFFERTY AND REGCLA,
JANUARY 28, 2008

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, JANUARY 28, 2008
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study
the cost for wastewater treatnment plants to conply with

Pennsyl vani a' s Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy.

WHEREAS, The Chesapeake Bay is the nation's | argest estuary,
with its watershed spanni ng 64,000 square mles, including parts
of six states and the District of Colunbia; and

WHEREAS, The Environnmental Protection Agency (EPA) has found,
t hrough nunerous studi es of the Chesapeake Bay, that excess
nutrients fromagricultural devel opnment, popul ati on growth and
di scharges from wastewater treatnent plants, along with
over harvesting, habitat |oss and di sease, have contributed to an
overall decline in the aquatic health and environnental quality
of the bay; and

WHEREAS, Portions of the Chesapeake Bay and its tidal rivers
are listed as inpaired waters under the Federal Water Poll ution

Control Act, and the EPA has the authority to set nutrient

di scharge limts under a cleanup program known as a Tot al
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Maxi mum Dai |y Load after 2010; and

WHEREAS, The environnmental status of the Chesapeake Bay has
| ed the Chesapeake Bay Program consisting of the states of
Maryl and, Pennsylvania and Virginia, the District of Colunbia,
t he EPA and t he Chesapeake Bay Commr ssion, a tri-state
| egi sl ati ve comm ssion representing the | egislatures of
Maryl and, Pennsylvania and Virginia, to adopt agreenents to
restore the environnmental integrity of the bay; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth is a signatory to the Chesapeake
2000 agreenent that establishes a conmtnment to set nutrient and
sedi nent cap | oad allocations necessary to restore the water
quality of the bay and renove the bay fromthe list of inpaired
wat ers; and

WHEREAS, The Departnent of Environmental Protection (DEP)
rel eased "Pennsyl vani a's Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy" in
2005 that calls for the reductions of nitrogen, phosphorus and
sedi nent entering the Susquehanna and Pot omac Ri ver basins and
eventual |y, the Chesapeake Bay; and

WHEREAS, The Tributary Strategy was further discussed and
refined throughout 2006 by work groups and a steering comrttee
advi sing the Secretary of Environnmental Protection; and

WHEREAS, The DEP released in late 2006 a policy for nutrient
credit trading as well as revisions to the inplenentation of
nutrient discharge standards for wastewater treatnent plants;
and

VHEREAS, The DEP has estinmated the cost of wastewater
treatment plant conpliance with the Tributary Strategy to be as
low as $190 million, while rmunicipalities and the munici pal
authorities operating wastewater treatnment plants estinmate

conpl i ance could cost $1 billion or nore; and
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WHEREAS, A workable nutrient credit trading program coul d
provi de wastewater treatnment plants with an alternative to
physi cal upgrades; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislative Budget and
Fi nance Conmittee to estimate the costs that wastewater
treatment plants will incur to conply with the Chesapeake Bay
Tributary Strategy; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
assess the nmethods by which wastewater treatnment plants may
achi eve conpliance with Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy,

i ncludi ng the purchase of nutrient credits and physi cal
upgrades; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
identify the financial resources that other states in the
Chesapeake Bay Watershed have conmmtted to assist wastewater
treatment plants in achieving conpliance with applicable
standards and the financial resources currently available to
wast ewater treatnment plants in this Commonweal th to neet
nutrient load limts under the Chesapeake Bay Tributary
Strategy; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report its findings and conclusions to the Senate within nine

nmonths fromthe date of adoption
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