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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 167 *%5°

| NTRODUCED BY DI NNI MAN, BRUBAKER, PIPPY, M WH TE, RAFFERTY,
ORI E, PICCOLA, EARLL, WASHI NGTON, FONTANA, FERLO, STACK,
LOGAN, ERICKSON, C. WLLIAMS, TOWMLI NSQN, BAKER, FOLMER
BOSCOLA, LAVALLE, TARTAGLI ONE, KI TCHEN, STQUT, O PAKE, COSTA,
PUNT, MJSTO, GREENLEAF, CORVAN AND PI LEGAE ,
SEPTEMBER 17, 2007

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, SEPTEMBER 17, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Desi gnati ng the week of Septenber 9 through 15, 2007, as
"Sui ci de Prevention Wek" in Pennsylvani a.

WHEREAS, Suicide is the 11th |l eading cause of all deaths in
the United States and the 4th | eadi ng cause of death anopng
people 18 to 65 years of age; and

WHEREAS, [n 2005 nore than 1,400 Pennsyl vani ans, or an
average of nore than three people each day, died by suicide,

i ncludi ng nore than 160 Pennsyl vanians 15 to 24 years of age;
and

WHEREAS, Mbre people are hospitalized or treated and rel eased
as a result of a suicide attenpt than are fatally injured; and

WHEREAS, It is inportant to note that suicide rates increase
with age and are very high anong people 65 years of age and
ol der, particularly people who are isolated and suffering froma
physi cal illness; and

WHEREAS, The causes of suicide are conplex and nultifaceted,
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i nvol vi ng psychol ogi cal, bi ol ogi cal and soci ol ogi cal factors;
and

WHEREAS, Ni nety percent of all people who die by suicide have
a di agnosabl e psychiatric disorder at the tinme of death: nost
commonly a depressive or substance abuse disorder; and

WHEREAS, The stigna associated with nmental ill ness
di scourages at-risk persons from seeking |ifesaving hel p and
further traumati zes survivors of suicide; and

WHEREAS, Suici de prevention opportunities continue to
i ncrease due to advances in clinical research on the diagnosis
and effective treatnment of nental illness, advances in
neur osci ence and comuni ty-based suicide prevention initiatives;
and

WHEREAS, Many suicides are preventable; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the week of Septenber 9
t hrough 15, 2007, as "Suicide Prevention Wek" in Pennsylvani a
and urge all residents of this Cormonwealth to support the
vol unt eer agencies that work to educate the public on the
synptons and risk factors associated with suicide in order to
prevent suicides and thus reduce the nunber of suicides in this

Commpnweal t h.
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