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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 135 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, PILEGE, ARMSTRONG ORI E, ROBBINS
FONTANA, BOSCOLA, FERLO, RAFFERTY, ERI CKSON, D. WHI TE, FUMO,
WONDERL| NG AND STACK, JUNE 11, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 11, 2007
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to establish a
task force and advisory comrittee to study the distribution
and use of nethadone, including the diversion of nethadone
fromits proper and |l egal uses, and to nake a report to the
Senate on the distribution and use of nethadone, including
recommendati ons for changes in State | aw and regul ati ons.
WHEREAS, Met hadone is used to detoxify opiate addicts,
i ncludi ng individuals addicted to heroin, because it suppresses
wi t hdrawal synptons and reduces cravings by bl ocking the high
associ ated with heroin; and
WHEREAS, The National Institute on Drug Abuse found that
anong outpatients receiving nmethadone, weekly heroin use
decreased by 69% crimnal activity decreased by 52% and full -
ti me enpl oynment increased by 24% and
WHEREAS, Wil e the advantages of nethadone treatnent are well
docunent ed, the diversion of nethadone fromits proper and | egal
uses is a serious problem because this powerful drug can becone

avai l able for sale on the street; and

WHEREAS, Met hadone abuse is dangerous because the drug stays
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in an individual's systemfor |onger than nmany other narcotics,
often nore than two days; and

WHEREAS, The Food and Drug Adm nistration has warned
physi ci ans about the risk of accidental overdoses or dangerous
interactions with other drugs if patients get too nuch net hadone
too often; and

WHEREAS, According to the National Center for Health
Statistics, nethadone was nentioned in 3,849 of the 30,308 drug
poi soni ng deaths reported for 2004, a 29% i ncrease fromthe
previ ous year; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Joint State Government
Commi ssion to establish a bipartisan task force consisting of
two nenbers appointed by the President pro tenpore of the Senate
and two nenbers appointed by the Mnority Leader of the Senate;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force create an advisory commttee of
i ndividuals with expertise in the distribution and use of
nmet hadone, including representatives of the medical, drug
treatment and crimnal justice comunities; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the task force and advisory commttee study
the distribution and use of nethadone, including the diversion
of net hadone fromits proper and | egal uses, and nake a report
to the Senate on the distribution and use of nethadone,
i ncl udi ng recomendations for changes in State | aw and

regul ati ons.
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