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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nonth of May 2007 as "Watershed Awareness Month"
i n Pennsyl vani a.

VWHEREAS, The | and, rivers, streans, |akes, wetlands and
groundwat er resources of this Comonwealth are interconnected to
forma rich nosaic of watersheds; and

WHEREAS, These treasured water resources provide citizens
with clean drinking water and recreational and business
opportunities; and

VHEREAS, This Commonweal th contains nore than 83,000 niles of
rivers and streans; and

WHEREAS, There are eight distinct river basins in
Pennsyl vani a: Lake Erie, Chio River, Genesee R ver (Lake
Ontario), Susquehanna, Del aware, Potomac, Elk and
Nor t heast / Gunpowder; and

WHEREAS, There are 104 watersheds, the basic buil ding bl ocks

of the natural environnent, in this Commpbnweal th; and



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

WHEREAS, More than 13,400 mles of streans and rivers in this
Commonweal th are so inpaired that they do not neet current water
qual ity standards; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th invests enornous resources to
restore and protect water, including the renediation of polluted
wat er from 180, 000 acres of abandoned coal nmines and the nore
than 2 billion tons of coal refuse which contam nates nore than
6,200 mles of streanms and associ ated groundwater; and

WHEREAS, Abandoned m nes, coal refuse and their associated
pol |l uted wat er di scharges are the main reason contam nated
streans do not neet water quality standards; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States | ast year
reaut hori zed t he Abandoned M ne Recl amation Fund fee to provide
Pennsyl vania with an estimated $1.4 billion in Federal funding
over the next 15 years to reclai mabandoned mnes and treat
abandoned m ne drai nage; and

WHEREAS, The AML. Canpai gn in Pennsyl vani a, nade up of
wat er shed and envi ronnmental groups, the coal industry,
conservation districts, State and | ocal governnments and nany
others, lobbied tirelessly for action on the Abandoned M ne
Recl amati on Fund fee; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonwealth is conmitted to a watershed
approach to resource nmanagenent where concerned comunity
menbers conme together as watershed guardi ans to address and
resol ve probl ens; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th enpowers and assists | oca
wat er shed organi zati ons working in partnership as watershed
guardi ans to resolve or renediate current water quality and
wat er quantity problens wthin watershed boundaries; and

WHEREAS, Thi s wat ershed approach to environnental protection
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| eads to cleaner rivers and streans, safer drinking water and
greater protection of aquatic wildlife habitats; and

WHEREAS, There are nore than 400 active watershed groups in
this Commonweal th, and new wat ershed groups are form ng; and

WHEREAS, Wat ershed groups have reclai ned nore than 5,000
acres of abandoned m nes, planted nore than 1,500 mles of
stream buffers and created or restored nore than 3,000 acres of
wet | ands since 1999; and

WHEREAS, More than 11,000 citizens are actively engaged in
nmonitoring water quality throughout this Comonweal th, in
particular nore than 2,500 volunteers in 52 counties covered by
| ocal chapters of the Pennsylvania Senior Environnent Corps; and

WHEREAS, Local watershed groups are a cost-effective
i nvestnment in environnmental cleanup for the Commonweal th: for
every $1 invested by the State, watershed groups have matched it
with $1.25 of their own funds, nore than doubling the
Commonweal th's investnent; and

WHEREAS, Educational forums connecting adults and children to
t heir watersheds, including the | and, water and peopl e,
ultimately provide long-termprotection for these inportant and
val uabl e wat er resources; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th recogni zes and cel ebrates the
efforts of hardworking volunteers w thin watershed groups who
i nprove their communities today and for future generations;
therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of May 2007 as
"Wat er shed Awar eness Month" in Pennsylvania; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate recogni ze the theme "Recl ai m ng
Abandoned M nes to Recl ai m Pennsyl vani a's Wat erways" to

cel ebrate the success of the effort reauthorizing the Federal
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Abandoned M ne Recl amation Fund fee and the steps taken by the
AML Canpai gn, Federal and State Governnent and wat ershed groups

t hroughout the State to address Pennsylvania's primary threat to
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cl ean water.
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