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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
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| NTRODUCED BY COSTA, MARCH 28, 2007

| NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, MARCH 28, 2007
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A RESCLUTI ON

Designating the nmonth of April 2007 as "Pennsyl vania Donate Life
Mont h. "

WHEREAS, Organ and tissue transplantation is an inportant
part of nodern medical care in this Comonwealth and a |ife-
saving and |ife-sustaining procedure; and

WHEREAS, This Commonwealth is home to 17 transpl ant centers
whi ch performed nore than 2,000 organ transplants in 2006; and

WHEREAS, This Commonweal th is recogni zed the world over as a
| eader in organ and tissue transplantati on because of the
out standi ng work of these centers; and

WHEREAS, The Organ Procurenent and Transpl antati on Network
estimates that nore than 95,000 people, including nore than
7,000 Pennsyl vani ans, are currently waiting for organ
transpl ants that could save or inprove their lives; and

WHEREAS, Each day in the United States, while 77 people
receive the transplants they need, approxinmately 19 die awaiting

a transpl ant; and
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WHEREAS, | nproved treatnment and drug therapi es have decreased
organ rejection and inproved the rate of survival and success
for organ transplant recipients; and

WHEREAS, The need for organ and tissue donation far exceeds
t he nunber of organs and the anount of tissue avail able; and

WHEREAS, Organ and tissue donation is essential to the
conti nued success of transplantation; and

WHEREAS, Donation by one individual can benefit as many as 50
peopl e who are waiting for a transplant; and

WHEREAS, The current laws of this Conmonwealth allow citizens
to donate their organs and tissues through a witten statenent
or wwth the consent of the famly; and

WHEREAS, During the nonth of April each year, thousands of
entities across the United States work to pronote organ donation
awareness in an effort to neet the needs of persons who are
awaiting a transplant; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate designate the nonth of April 2007
as "Pennsyl vania Donate Life Month"; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Senate encourage all Pennsyl vanians to
desi gnate thensel ves as organ and tissue donors on their
drivers' licenses or State identification cards and discuss this

decision with their famlies and friends.
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