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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Joint State Government Conm ssion to create a Pink

Ri bbon Advi sory Comrittee to study the tinmely detection of

breast cancer.

VHEREAS, Since 1969, death due to breast cancer has occurred
nore frequently anmong wonen living in Pennsylvania than anong
wonen living in the United States as a whole; and

WHEREAS, Since the |ast decade of the 20th century, breast
cancer nortality rates began declining in the United States and
i n Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Many worren in this Commonweal th are continuing to
live normal |ives because of early breast cancer detection; and

WHEREAS, Many wonen in this Commonweal th have been afforded
t he opportunity to undergo breast cancer screening; and

WHEREAS, The conbi nati on of detection through screening and

treatment with nore effective therapies has prolonged the |ives

of wonen with breast cancer; and
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WHEREAS, Sone wonen, despite screening, have succunbed to
cancers that were not detected in their early stages; and
WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th seeks to increase early breast
cancer detection so that nore wonen may |ive out their nornal
life spans; and
WHEREAS, Pennsylvania, with its many nedi cal school s,
teachi ng hospitals, world-renowned cancer specialists and breast
surgeons and cancer and breast centers, is fortunate to have the
expertise available to reconmend what nay be done to increase
early breast cancer detection; therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the Senate direct the Joint State Government
Commi ssion to conduct a study on the tinely detection of breast
cancer; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Comm ssion study at
| east all of the follow ng:
(1) The state of breast cancer screening technol ogy and
the cost of that technol ogy.
(2) The education and training of persons who perform
breast cancer screenings and interpret the results.
(3) The nunber of qualified breast imaging specialists
and mamogr aphy radi ol ogi sts.
(4) The nunber of screening and treatnent professionals
and paraprofessionals in relation to the nunber of wonen in
t hi s Commonweal t h.
(5) The accessibility of wonmen in rural areas to
pr of essi onal s and par apr of essi onal s.
(6) The existence of guidelines for breast imaging or
manmogr aphy.
(7) The incidence of adherence to the guidelines.

(8) The existence of and adherence to guidelines for
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followup with wonen found to have abnormal synptons.
(9) The need to create guidelines or standards of care
for detection and followup in this Commonweal t h.
(10) The adequacy of provider reinbursenent by public
and private sectors.
(11) The availability of insurance for first and second
opi ni ons.
(12) The information nade avail able to wonen who have
been found to have abnornmal synptons;
and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Conmm ssion create a
Pi nk Ri bbon Advi sory Committee conposed of individuals from
breast centers and cancer centers and rural breast centers and
cancer centers; breast imaging radiologists, breast surgeons,
primary care providers, including famly practitioners and
obstetrici an-gynecol ogi sts; mamogr aphy/ breast i magi ng
t echnol ogi sts; adm ni strators of mammography and i magi ng
facilities; insurance industry representatives; the Pennsylvani a
Cancer Alliance; representatives of advocacy groups such as the
Pennsyl vani a Breast Cancer Coalition and the Susan B. Konen
Foundation; representatives of the Pennsylvania D vision of the
Ameri can Cancer Society; and representatives of any other
interested parties the comm ssion chooses to assist inits
del i berations; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion provide the Senate with its
findings and recommendati ons on how Pennsyl vania can i ncrease
t he detection of breast cancer; and be it further
RESCLVED, That the comm ssion report its findings and

recommendations to the Senate no | ater than Septenber 2008.
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