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A RESOLUTI ON

Menorializing the President of the United States to support and

the Senate of the United States to ratify the United Nations

Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation

agai nst Wnen.

VWHEREAS, The Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nation agai nst Wonen was adopted by the United Nations
CGeneral Assenbly on Decenber 18, 1979, and becane an
international treaty on Septenber 3, 1981, and currently, 185
nations, including all of the industrialized world except the
United States, have agreed to be bound by the Convention's
provi si ons; and

WHEREAS, The United States supports and has a position of
| eadership in the United Nations as an active participant in the
drafting and a signatory to the Convention; and

WHEREAS, The spirit of the Convention is rooted in the goals
of the United Nations and the United States, to affirmfaith in

fundanmental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human

person and in the equal rights of nmen and wonen; and
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WHEREAS, The Convention provi des a conprehensive franework
for challenging the various forces that have created and
sust ai ned di scrimnation based on sex against half the world's
popul ati on, and the nations in support of the present Convention
have agreed to foll ow Convention prescriptions; and

WHEREAS, Although wonen have made maj or gains in the struggle
for equality in social, business, political, |egal, educational
and other fields in this century, there is nuch yet to be
acconpl i shed, and through its support, |eadership and prestige,
the United States can help create a world where wonen are no
| onger discrimnated agai nst and can achi eve one of the nost
fundamental of human rights, equality; and

WHEREAS, Over 100 organi zati ons have endorsed the Conventi on,
i ncludi ng: American Bar Association, Anerican Federation of
Teachers, Anericans for Denocratic Action, Baha'is of Anerica,
Epi scopal Church, General Federation of Wnen's C ubs, Hadassah,
League of Wonen Voters of the United States, Lutheran O fice for
Governnental Affairs, National Association of Social Wrkers,
Nat i onal Association of Wnen Lawyers, National Council of Negro
Wnen, NOW Legal Defense and Educati on Fund, Planned Parenthood
Federation of Anerica, Presbyterian Church USA, Sierra C ub,

Uni tarian Universalists, United Methodi st Church, United Nations
Associ ation of the USA, Wnen's National Denocratic C ub, Wnen
of Reform Judaism Wnen's Action for New Directions, Ctizens
for dobal Solutions, YWA of the USA; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
menorialize the President of the United States and the Secretary
of State to place the United Nations Convention on the
Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation against Wnen in the

hi ghest category of priority in order to accelerate this
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1 treaty' s passage through the United States Senate Foreign

2 Relations Conmttee and the full Senate of the United States
3 wth the goal of United States ratification; and be it further
4 RESCLVED, That the United States Senate Foreign Rel ations
5 Conmittee pass this treaty favorably out of conmttee; and be it
6 further

7 RESCLVED, That the Senate of the United States ratify the
8 United Nations Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of

9 Discrimnation agai nst Winen and support the Convention's

10 continuing goals; and be it further

11 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
12 the President of the United States, the Secretary of State of
13 the United States and each nenber of the Pennsyl vani a

14 Congressi onal Del egation.
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