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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1605 %%

I NTRODUCED BY WAUGH, RAFFERTY, MJSTO, FONTANA, TARTAGLI ONE
LOGAN, WONDERLI NG, PUNT, BRUBAKER, TOM.I NSON, STACK
GREENLEAF, WASHI NGTON AND BOSCOLA, OCTOBER 8, 2008

REFERRED TO VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
OCTOBER 8, 2008
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AN ACT

Establ i shing a grant programfor nunicipal fire and energency
servi ces organi zations; and providing for grant funding.
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Section 503. Programlimtations.
Chapter 21. M scell aneous Provisions
Section 2101. Effective date.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
CHAPTER 1
PRELI M NARY PROVI SI ONS
Section 101. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mini ci pal
Fire and Enmergency Services Organi zation G ant Act.

Section 102. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Advanced |ife support services." The termshall have the
meani ng given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
known as the Energency Medical Services Act.

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Ener gency Managenent Agency.

"Application.” The Minicipal Fire and Emergency Services
Grant Program Application.

"Basic |ife support services." The termshall have the
nmeani ng given to it in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45),
known as the Energency Medical Services Act.

"Certification.” Any class of instruction or test that wll
provide certification at any level that is currently offered in
this Commonweal th through the Voluntary Fire Fighter
Certification program adm nistered by the Pennsylvania Fire
Acadeny.

"Certified personnel."” Any nenber of the Minicipal Fire and

Emer gency Service who is certified at a mninum|evel of Fire
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Fighter 1 on or before July 1, 2009, by the National

Prof essional Qualifications Board or by the International Fire
Service Accreditation Congress and verified by the Pennsylvani a
State Fire Acadeny.

"Conmi ssioner." The State Fire Conm ssioner.

"Equi prrent. " Any apparatus, equi pnent or tools ordinarily
used by a fire, rescue or anbul ance service in the perfornance
of its duties.

"Facility."” A structure or portion thereof intended for the
pur pose of storage or protection of firefighting apparatus,
anbul ances and rescue vehicles and rel ated equi pment and gear.
The term does not include neeting halls, social halls, social
roons, |ounges or any other facility not directly related to
firefighting or the furnishing of anbul ance or rescue services.

"Final report.” The report to be filed under section 6 by
the Municipal Fire and Enmergency Service detailing the
expenditure of the funds granted.

"Grant program" The Municipal Fire and Emergency Services
Organi zati on Grant Program established in Chapter 3.

“Invalid coach.” The termshall have the nmeaning given to it
in the act of July 3, 1985 (P.L.164, No.45), known as the
Emer gency Medi cal Services Act.

"Muni cipal fire and energency services organi zation." A fire
departnment, anbul ance service or rescue squad established,
operated and funded by a nunicipality within this Comobnweal th
whi ch provides fire protection or energency services. The
per sonnel of any municipal fire or enmergency services
organi zation shall consist of all paid enployees or a
conbi nation of paid enpl oyees and unpai d vol unteers, providing

24- hour, 365 days per staffing by full-tinme paid enpl oyees.
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Enmer gency services provided by a nunicipal fire and energency
servi ces organi zati on may include anbul ance and rescue servi ces.
The ambul ance services nmay include basic |ife support or
advanced |life support services and the transportation of
patients within this Comonweal th. The term does not include any
corporation, association or organization that is primarily
engaged in the operation of invalid coaches which are intended
for the routine transport of persons who are conval escent or

ot herwi se nonanbul atory and do not ordinarily require emergency
medi cal treatnment while in transit. The rescue services may

i nclude rescue services in response to fire, vehicle accidents
and water rescue efforts.

"OSFC." The Ofice of the State Fire Conm ssioner

CHAPTER 3
MUNI Cl PAL FI RE AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ON
GRANT PROGRAM
Section 301. Establishnent.

The Muni ci pal Fire and Enmergency Services Organi zati on G ant
Programis established and shall be adm nistered by the agency
in consultation with the comm ssioner. Grants provi ded under
this programshall be used to inprove and enhance the
capabilities of nmunicipal fire and energency services
organi zations to provide firefighting, anbulance and rescue
servi ces.

Section 302. Cuidelines and procedures.

The agency shall devel op gui delines, procedures and al
applications necessary to inplenment the grant program The
agency shall submt the guidelines, procedures and applications
to the Legislative Reference Bureau for publication in the

Pennsyl vania Bulletin within 30 days of the effective date of
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1 this section.

2 Section 303. Award of grants.

3 (a) Authorization.--The agency is hereby authorized to make
4 a grant award to each eligible nmunicipal fire and energency

5 services organization for the follow ng:

6 (1) Construction and/or renovation of the nunicipal fire
7 and energency services organization's facility and purchase

8 or repair of fixtures and furnishings necessary to nmaintain

9 or inprove the capability of the municipal fire and energency
10 servi ces organi zation to provide fire, anmbul ance and rescue
11 servi ces.

12 (2) Repair or purchase of firefighting, anbulance or

13 rescue equi prent.

14 (3) Reduction of debt associated with paragraph (1) or
15 (2).

16 (4) Training and certification of nmenbers.

17 (b) Limts.--

18 (1) Gants shall be not |ess than $25,000 and not nore
19 t han $100, 000 per nunicipal fire and enmergency services
20 or gani zati on.
21 (2) Additional grant funds may be awarded to eligible
22 applicants by applying an award factor to that portion of the
23 applicant's grant request which exceeds the base award. The
24 award factor is determ ned by dividing the applicant's bonus
25 poi nts by 15, the highest possible nunber of points. One
26 point will be awarded for each person currently certified in
27 accordance with the definitions in section 102, to a maxi mum
28 of ten points.
29 (i) |If necessary, the resultant additional award
30 will be prorated by a factor determ ned by dividing the
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total program funds remaining after the base awards have

been determ ned by the total anmount of funds requested in

excess of the base awards so that all grant awards do not

exceed the total grant funds avail abl e.

(ti) If funding is not fully distributed after this
award factor cal culation, the agency reserves the right
to adjust the award factor fornula so that all grant
funds avail abl e are distributed.

(tit) Municipal fire and energency service grants
under this paragraph to individual fire conpanies for the
grant application for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2009, shall not exceed $100, 000.

(3) Gants may be awarded on a pro rata basis if the
total dollar amount of approved applications exceeds the
anount of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for this
pur pose.

(c) Tinme for filing application and departnent action.--

(1) The agency shall provide witten instructions and
gui delines for grants under this chapter to the fire chief or
muni cipality in this Commonweal th within 60 days of the
effective date of this section.

(2) Minicipal fire and energency services organi zations
seeking grants under this chapter shall submt conpleted
applications to the agency on or before Decenber 31, 2008.
The agency shall act to approve or disapprove the application
by May 1, 2009. Applications which have not been approved or
di sapproved by the agency by May 1, 2009, shall be deened
approved.

(d) Eligibility.--To receive grant funds under this chapter,

30 a municipal fire and enmergency services organi zation shall have

20080S1605B2509 - 6 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

actively responded to one or nore fire or rescue energencies
since July 1, 2007, and nust sign an agreenent to actively
participate in the Pennsylvania Fire Information Reporting
System (PennFIRS). Additionally, if a municipal fire and

ener gency services organi zation is deened eligible for both this
grant program and the Vol unteer Fire Conpany and Vol unt eer

Ambul ance Service Grant Program it will not be eligible for
bot h and nust choose between the prograns and apply for only
one.

(e) Limt oneligibility.--Each nunicipality shall be
eligible for only one grant.

(f) Final report.--Upon conpletion of the project, but no
| ater than Decenber 1, 2010, the applicant shall file a final
report with the agency in a manner and form prescri bed by the
OSFC. Any grant funds not expended by the applicant for the
project shall be returned to the agency prior to or with the
filing of the final report. Failure to file a final report wll
be grounds for the agency to seek the return of all grant funds
awar ded.

Section 304. Special provisions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An applicant for a grant nust denonstrate
that it conplied with all ternms of its grant agreenent in the
previ ous year regarding the use of the grant noney it received
in previous years or it shall not be eligible to receive a grant
in the current year

(b) Explanation.--An application for a grant under this act
who fails to return a signed agreenment for the 2009 application,
or subsequent applications, will not be permtted to apply for a
grant the next year unless the applicant provides the

conmmi ssioner with a reasonable witten explanation as to why it
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did not claimits grant.

(c) PennFIRS. --An applicant who is nonconpliant in reporting
i nformati on using the Pennsylvania Fire Information Reporting
System (PennFIRS) in the previous Conmonweal th fiscal year shal
not be eligible to receive a grant in the current year

CHAPTER 5
MUNI Cl PAL FI RE AND EMERGENCY SERVI CES ORGANI ZATI ON
CRANT PROGRAM FUNDI NG PROVI SI ONS
Section 501. Municipal Fire and Energency Services Organization
Grant Program

The sum of $5, 000, 000 of the anpunt appropriated to the
agency for the Minicipal Fire and Emergency Services
Organi zati on Grant Program shall be expended for the purpose of
maki ng grants to eligible municipal fire and emergency services
or gani zati ons pursuant to Chapter 3.
Section 502. Allocation of appropriated funds.

No noneys fromthe appropriation for municipal fire and
enmer gency services organi zation grants shall be used for
expenses or costs incurred by the agency for the adm nistration
of the grant program authorized under Chapter 3.
Section 503. Programlimtations.

Programlimtations that may result fromthe m suse of the
grant funds are as foll ows:

(1) An applicant may not meke or authorize changes
exceedi ng 10% of the total project cost to an approved
project w thout first obtaining consent of the agency in
writing.

(2) The applicant agrees that nonconpliance with the
conditions of this grant shall be grounds for the recapture

of funds provided to the applicant. If the applicant fails to
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refund the noneys, the Commonweal th, in addition to any
rights or renedies it may have at law or in equity, reserves
the right to offset the anbunt due agai nst any existing or
future suns of noney owed the applicant by any Commonweal t h
agency or departnent, including the agency.

(3) The agency, or its duly authorized representative,
shall have access to the records of the applicant for the
pur pose of auditing financial transactions, determ ning
conpliance with grant terns and eval uating project
per f or mance.

(4) The applicant agrees to retain all cost-supporting
records and docunentation for a period of three years from
the date that it receives its final grant paynent fromthe
agency.

CHAPTER 21
M SCELLANEQUS PROVI SI ONS

Section 2101. Ef fecti ve date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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