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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1578 %%

| NTRODUCED BY FOLMER, BROWNE, WONDERLI NG AND PI CCOLA,
SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,

3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifyi ng,

9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” in party organization, further providing for

12 definition of political parties and political bodies; and, in
13 nom nati on of candi dates, further providing for nom nations
14 by mnor political parties and for nom nations by political
15 bodi es.

16 The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

17 (1) The Conmonwealth's election | aws hinder the entry

18 into the electoral process of independent candi dates, thereby
19 l[imting the electoral choices available to voters of this
20 Conmonweal t h.
21 (2) The political system of the Commonweal th shoul d be
22 el ectorally inclusive in order to pronote the broadest range
23 of issue discussion and candi date sel ecti on.

24 (3) Enhanced ball ot access for all candidates wll
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ensure a nore denocratic el ection process.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 801 (a) of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
anended Decenber 22, 1971 (P.L.613, No.165), is anended to read:

Section 801. Definition of Political Parties and Political
Bodi es. - -

(a) Any party or political body, one of whose candi dates at
the general election next preceding the primary polled in each
of at least ten counties of the State not |ess than two per
centumof the largest entire vote cast in each of said counties
for any el ected candidate, and polled a total vote in the State
equal to at |east two per centumof the largest entire vote cast

in the State for any el ected candidate, or that has twenty-one

days prior to the date of the prinmary el ection, reqgistered in

the nane of that party a nunber of voters equal to at | east five

one- hundredt hs of one per centum of the total nunmber of voters

regi stered in the entire State as of Decenber 31 of the year

i medi ately preceding the primary election is hereby declared to

be a political party within the State, and shall nom nate al

its candidates for any of the offices provided for in this act,
and shall elect its delegates and alternate del egates to the
Nat i onal convention as party rules provide. State commttee
menbers, and al so such party officers, including nenbers of the
National conmttee, as its rules provide, shall be elected by a
vote of the party electors, in accordance with the provisions of
this act and party rul es.

* * %

Section 2. Section 912.2 (a) and (b) of the act, added

2008051578B2398 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

February 19, 1986 (P.L.29, No.1l), are anended to read:

Section 912.2. Nominations by Mnor Political Parties.--(a)
Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision in this act to the contrary,
m nor political parties shall nomnate all of their candi dates
for the offices to be filled at the ensuing Novenber el ection
pursuant to section 903 in accordance with the [requirenents of
section 951, other than subsection (e)(6) and (7) thereof, and
section 954, and shall obtain the required signatures during the

same time frame available to political bodies.] provisions of

this act and the minor political party rules, and shall notify

the Secretary of the Commonwealth in witing of the candi dates

at | east ei ght weeks in advance of the nunicipal or general

election. Mnor political parties shall be subject to the
provi sions of this act applicable to political parties with
respect to special elections, voter registration fornms,
substituted nom nations and all other purposes except as
ot herwi se expressly provided in this section. "M nor political
party" shall mean a political party as defined in section 801(a)
or (b) whose State-wide registration is less than fifteen per
centum of the conbined State-wi de registration for all State-
wi de political parties as of the close of the registration
period i medi ately preceding the nost recent Novenber el ection.
The Secretary of the Commonweal th shall prescribe forms or, if
there is insufficient time, nake appropriate conform ng changes
in existing forms to carry out the purposes of this section.
[(b) Al nomnation papers circulated and filed pursuant to
this section shall specify--(1) the name or appellation of the
m nor political party which the candi dates nom nated thereby

represent and, in the case of electors for President and Vice

Presi dent of the United States, the names of the candi dates for
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President and Vice President of such mnor political party; (2)
t he nane of each candi date nom nated therein, his profession
busi ness or occupation, if any, and his place of residence with
street and nunber, if any; and (3) the office for which such
candi date is nom nated. No words shall be used in any nom nation
paper to designate the nane or appellation of the m nor
political party represented by the candidate's nane in such
nom nati on paper which are identical with or deceptively simlar
to the words used for a |like purpose by any mnor political
party which has already filed nom nation papers for the sane
office. Any petition to set aside a nomi nation paper on account
of the name or appellation used therein, or involving the right
of the signers thereof to use such nanme or appellation, or on
any ot her account, shall be decided as in the case of other
petitions to set aside nom nation papers, in the manner provided
by this article.]

* %k

Section 3. Section 951(b) of the act, amended Decenber 22,
1971 (P.L.613, No.165), is anended to read:

Section 951. Nomi nations by Political Bodies.--* * *

(b) Were the nomnation is for any office to be filled by
the el ectors of the State at |arge, the nunber of qualified
el ectors of the State signing such nom nation paper shall be at
| east equal to [two per centum of the |argest entire vote cast
for any elected candidate in the State at |large at the | ast
precedi ng el ection at which State-w de candi dates were voted
for. In the case of all other nom nations, the nunber of
qualified electors of the electoral district signing such
nom nati on papers shall be at |east equal to two per centum of

the largest entire vote cast for any officer, except a judge of
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a court of record, elected at the |last preceding election in
said electoral district for which said nom nation papers are to
be filed, and shall be not |ess than the nunber of signers

required for nom nation petitions for party candi dates for the

1
2
3
4
5 sanme office. In cases where a new el ectoral district shall have
6 been created, the nunber of qualified electors signing such

7 nomination papers, for candidates to be elected at the first

8 election held after the creation of such district, shall be at
9 |east equal to two per centumof the |argest vote cast in the
10 several election districts, which are included in the district
11 newy created, for any officer elected in the |ast preceding

12 election.] the nunber of signers required under section 912.1.

13 * * %

14 Section 4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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