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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1539 5%

| NTRODUCED BY REGOLA, SCARNATI, BOSCOLA, BROWE, BRUBAKER,
COSTA, ERI CKSON, FOLMER, FONTANA, GREENLEAF, KASUNI C
KI TCHEN, LOGAN, ORI E, PIPPY, PUNT, RAFFERTY, TOW.| NSON
WASHI NGTON, WAUGH, D. WHITE, M VWH TE AND WOZNI AK,
AUGUST 20, 2008

REFERRED TO FI NANCE, AUGUST 20, 2008
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A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, further providing for persons with mlitary
service-connected disabilities to receive property tax
exenpti ons.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl
That section 2(c) of Article VIIl be anmended to read:
8§ 2. Exenptions and special provisions.
* x *
(c) Citizens and residents of this Conmonweal th, who served

in [any war or armed conflict in which the United States was

engaged] the arned forces of the United States and were

honor abl y di scharged or rel eased under honorabl e circunstances
fromactive service, shall be exenpt fromthe paynment of [all]

real property taxes upon the residence occupied by the said
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citizens and residents of this Commonweal th i nposed by the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania or any of its political
subdivisions if, as a result of mlitary service, they are

bl i nd, paraplegic or double or quadruple anputees or have a
servi ce-connected disability declared by the United States

Vet erans Adm nistration or its successor to be a [total or 100%
permanent disability[, and if the State Veterans' Com ssion
determ nes that such persons are in need of the tax exenptions

granted herein]. The percentage of exenption fromreal property

taxes shall be in direct proportion to the percentage of

disability as deternm ned by the United States Departnent of

Veterans Affairs or its successor. This exenption shall be

extended to the unmarried surviving spouse upon the death of an
eligible veteran [provided that the State Veterans' Comr ssion
determ nes that such person is in need of the exenption].

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
required advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article XI of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required
advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such

newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
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this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election occurring at |east three

nont hs after the proposed constitutional anendnment is passed by
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t he General Assenbly.
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