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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1514 =35

I NTRODUCED BY DI NNI MAN, COSTA, KITCHEN, LAVALLE, RAFFERTY, STOUT
AND WASHI NGTON, JUNE 25, 2008

REFERRED TO AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS, JUNE 25, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), entitled "An
act authorizing the creation of agricultural areas," further
providing for limtation on certain governnental actions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 13(a) and (b) of the act of June 30, 1981
(P.L.128, No.43), known as the Agricultural Area Security Law,
anended May 15, 2006 (P.L.190, No.46), are anmended to read:
Section 13. Limtation on certain governnental actions.

(a) Approval required for condemation and for certain other
actions by an agency of the Comonweal t h.--No agency of the
Commonweal t h havi ng or exercising powers of em nent domain shal
condemn for any purpose any land within any agricultural
security area which land is being used for productive
agricultural purposes (not including the growi ng of tinber)
unl ess prior approval has been obtained in accordance with the

criteria and procedures established in this section fromthe

Agricul tural Lands Condemmati on Approval Board as established in
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section 306 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known
as "The Adm nistrative Code of 1929." [The condemati on approval
speci fied by this subsection shall not be required for an
underground public utility facility that does not pernanently
inmpact the tilling of soil or for any facility of an electric
cooperative corporation or for any public utility facility the
necessity for and the propriety and environnmental effects of

whi ch has been reviewed and ratified or approved by the

Pennsyl vania Public Utility Conmm ssion or the Federal Energy
Regul atory Conmission.] In addition, all State-funded

devel opnent projects which mght affect Iand in established
agricultural security areas shall be reviewed by the appropriate
| ocal agricultural advisory commttee and by the Agricul tural
Lands Condemmati on Approval Board. Each review ng body may
suggest any nodification to the State-funded devel opnent
projects which ensures the integrity of the agricultural
security areas agai nst nonfarm encroachnent.

(b) Approval required for condemation by a political
subdi vi sion, authority, public utility or other body.--No
political subdivision, authority, public utility or other body
havi ng or exercising powers of em nent domain shall condemm any
land within any agricultural security area for any purpose,
unl ess prior approval has been obtained from Agricultural Lands
Condemmat i on Approval Board and from each of the follow ng
bodi es: the governing bodies of the |ocal governnment units
enconpassi ng the agricultural security area, the county
governi ng body, and the Agricultural Security Area Advisory
Committee. Review by the Agricultural Lands Condemnati on
Approval Board and the other indicated bodies shall be in

accordance with the criteria and procedures established in this
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1 section. [The condemati on approvals specified by this

2 subsection shall not be required for an underground public

3 wutility facility that does not permanently inpact the tilling of
4 soil or for any facility of an electric cooperative corporation
5 or for any public utility facility the necessity for and the

6 propriety and environnmental effects of which has been revi ewed
7 and ratified or approved by the Pennsylvania Public Uility

8 Conmi ssion or the Federal Energy Regul at ory Conmi ssi on,

9 regardless of whether the right to establish and maintain such
10 wunderground or other public utility facility is obtained by
11 condemation, or by agreenment with the owner.]
12 * x *
13 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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