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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
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AN ACT

Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for purchase of handguns.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 6105. 2. Pur chase of handguns.

(a) Handgun purchaser pernit.--No person shall sell, give,

transfer, assign or otherw se di spose of, nor receive, purchase

or otherwi se acqui re a handgun unl ess the purchaser, assi gnee,

donee, receiver or holder is licensed as a deal er under this

chapter or has first secured a pernit to purchase a handgun as

provi ded by this section.

(b) Eligibility.--No person of good character and good

repute in the community in which he lives, and who i s not

subject to any of the disabilities set forth in this section or

ot her sections of this chapter, shall be deni ed a handgun




1 purchaser permt, except as set forth in this subsection. No

2 handgun purchaser permt shall be issued to any of the foll ow ng

4 (1) A person who has been convicted of a crine.

5 (2) A drug-dependent person, a person who is confined
6 for a nental disorder to a hospital, nmental institution or
7 sanitarium or to any person who is presently a habitual

8 drunkard.

9 (3) A person who suffers froma physical defect or

10 di sease which would nake it unsafe for himto handl e

11 handguns.

12 (4) A person who has ever been confined for a nental
13 di sorder, or to any alcoholic unless any of the foregoing
14 persons produces a certificate of a nedical doctor or

15 psychiatrist licensed by the Commonweal th, or other

16 satisfactory proof, that he is no longer suffering fromthat
17 particular disability in a manner that would interfere with
18 or _handi cap himin the handling of handguns.

19 (5) A person under 21 years of age.

20 (6) A person where the issuance would not be in the

21 interest of the public health, safety or welfare.

22 (7) A person who is the subject of an active protection
23 from abuse order issued pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. 8§ 6108

24 (relating to relief), which order provided for the

25 relinquishnment of firearns while the order is in effect.

26 (8) A person who as a juvenile was adjudi cated

27 delinquent for an offense which, if commtted by an adult,
28 woul d constitute a crine _and the offense involved the

29 unl awf ul use or possession of a weapon, explosive or

30 destructive device.
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(9) A person whose firearmis seized pursuant to 23

Pa.C.S. § 6108 and whose firearm has not been returned.

(10) A person who knowingly falsifies any i nformati on on

the application formfor a handgun purchaser pernit.

(c) |Issuance.--The chief of police of a full-tine police

departnent of the nunicipality where the applicant resi des or

the conm ssioner, in all other cases, shall, upon application,

i ssue to any person eliqgible under subsection (b) a handgun

pur chaser permt.

(d) Denials.--Any person aggrieved by the denial of a

handgun purchaser pernit nay request a hearing in the court of

commpn pl eas of the county in which the applicant resides, if he

is aresident of this Commpbnwealth or in the court of conmmbn

pl eas of the county in which the application was filed for a

nonresi dent. The request for a hearing shall be made in witing

within 30 days of the denial of the application. The appli cant

shall serve a copy of the request for a heari ng upon the chi ef

of police of the nunicipality in which the applicant resides, if

he is a resident of this Commbonweal th, and upon the conmi ssi oner

in all cases. The hearing shall be held and a record nade w thin

30 days of the receipt of the application for the hearing by the

judge of the court of conmmon pleas. No formal pleadi ng and no

filing fee shall be required as a prelimnary to the heari ng.

Appeals fromthe results of the hearing shall be in accordance

with the | aw

(e) Applications.--Applications for handgun purchaser

permits shall be in the form prescri bed by the conm ssi oner and

shall state the applicant's:

(2) Residence.
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(3) Place of business.

(4) Age.
(5) Date of birth.

(6) Cccupati on.

(7) Sex.

(8) Physical description, including distinguishing

physi cal characteristics, if any.

(9) Whether the applicant is a citizen.

(10) Whether the applicant is an al coholic, habitual

drunkard or drug-dependent person.

(11) Whether the applicant has ever been confi ned or

commtted to a nental institution or hospital for treatnent

or observation of a nental or psychiatric condition on a

tenporary, interimor permanent basis, giving the nane and

| ocation of the institution or hospital and the dates of such

confi nenent or conmitnent.

(12) Wiether the applicant has been attended, treated or

observed by any doctor or psychiatrist or at any hospital or

mental institution on an inpatient or outpatient basis for

any nental or psychiatric condition, giving the nane and

| ocati on of the doctor, psychiatrist, hospital or institution

and the dates of such occurrence.

(13) Wiether the applicant presently or ever has been a

menber of any organi zati on whi ch advocates or approves the

conmmi ssion of acts of force and vi ol ence to overthrow the

Governnent of the United States or this Commpbnweal th, or

whi ch seeks to deny others their rights under the

Constitution of the United States or the Constituti on of

Pennsyl vani a.

(14) VWiether the applicant has ever been convicted of a
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crine, or is subject to a protection from abuse order issued

pursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 6108 prohibiting the person from

possessing any firearm and such other information as the

superi ntendent shall deem necessary for the proper

enforcenent of this chapter

For the purpose of conplying with this subsection, the applicant

shall waive any statutory or other right of confidentiality

relating to institutional confinenent. The application shall be

si gned by the applicant and shall contain as references the

nanes and addresses of two reputable citizens personally

acquai nted with him

(f) Application bl anks.--Application bl anks shall be

obtai nable fromthe superintendent, fromany other officer

aut hori zed to grant a handgun purchaser permt and fromli censed

retail deal ers.

(g) Fingerprints.--The chief police officer of the

muni ci pality in which the applicant applies or the conm ssi oner

shall obtain the fingerprints of the applicant and shall have

them conpared with all records of fingerprints in the

muni ci pality and county in which the applicant resides and al so

the records of the Pennsyl vania State Police and the Feder al

Bureau of | nvestigation, provided that an applicant for a

handgun purchaser pernit who possesses a valid and |awfully

i ssued |icense under this chapter, or who has previously

obt ai ned a handgun purchaser permt fromthe sane |icensing

authority for which he was previously fingerprinted, and who

provi des other reasonably sati sfactory proof of his identity,

need not be fingerprinted agai n; however, the chief police

officer or the conm ssi oner shall proceed to investigate the

applicant to deterni ne whether or not the applicant has becone
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subject to any of the disabilities set forth in this chapter.

(h) Ganting of pernmit; fee; term renewal; revocation.--The

application for the handgun purchaser pernmt together with a fee

of $5 shall be delivered or forwarded to the |icensing authority

who shall investigate the sane and, unl ess good cause for

denyi ng the applicati on appears, shall qgrant the permt, if

applicati on has been nade, within 30 days fromthe date of

recei pt of the application for residents of this Commonweal th

and within 45 days for nonresident applicants. A handgun

purchaser pernmt shall be valid for a period of 90 days fromthe

date of issuance and nay be renewed by the issuing authority for

good cause for an additional 90 days. A handgun purchaser perm:¢t

shall not be valid if the hol der becones subject to any of the

disabilities set forth in subsection (b). In this case, the

pernmit shall be void and shall be returned within five days by

the holder to the conmm ssioner, who shall then advise the

i ssuing authority. Failure of the holder to return the handgun

purchaser pernt to the conmissioner within five days shall be a

m sdeneanor of the first degree. Any handgun purchaser permt

may be revoked by the court of common pleas of the county where

it was i ssued, after hearing upon notice, upon a finding that

the hol der no | onger qualifies for the i ssuance of a pernmit. The

county prosecutor of any county, the chief police officer of any

muni ci pality or any citizen may apply to the court of conmmbn

pleas at any tine for revocation of the pernit.

(i) Additional conditions or requirenments.--There shall be

no conditions or requirenents added to the formor content of

the application, or required by the |licensing authority for the

i ssuance of a permt, other than those that are specifically set

forth in this section.
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(j) Disposition of fees.--All fees for pernits shall be paid

to the State Treasury if the permt is issued by the

conmi ssioner, to the nunicipality if issued by the chi ef of

police, and to the county treasurer if issued by the judge of

the court of commpn pl eas.

(k) Formof permt; quadruplicate; disposition of copies.--

The permt shall be in the form prescri bed by the conmni ssi oner

and shall be issued to the applicant in quadruplicate. Prior to

the tine he receives the handgun fromthe seller, the applicant

shall deliver to the seller the permt in quadruplicate and the

seller shall conplete all of the information required on the

form Wthin five days of the sale, the seller shall forward the

original copy to the conm ssioner and the second copy to the

chief of police of the nmunicipality in which the purchaser

resi des, except that in a nunicipality having no chi ef of

police, such copy shall be forwarded to the conm ssioner. The

third copy shall be returned to the purchaser with the pistol or

revolver and the fourth copy shall be kept by the seller as a

per manent record.

(1) Restriction on nunber of handguns a person nay

pur chase. --Only one handgqun shall be purchased or delivered on

each permt.

(m Firearns passing to heirs or | egatees.--Notw thstandi ng

any other provision of this section concerning the transfer,

recei pt or acquisition of a firearm a pernt to purchase shal

not be required for the passing of a firearm upon the death of

an owner to his heir or | egatee, whether the sane be by

testanentary bequest or by the laws of intestacy. The person who

shall receive or acquire the firearmshall, however, be subject

to all other provisions of this chapter. If the heir or | egatee
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of the firearm does not qualify to possess or carry it, he nmay

retain ownership of it for the purpose of sale for a peri od not

exceedi ng 180 days, or for a further linmted period as nmay be

approved by the chief | aw enforcenent officer of the

muni ci pality in which the heir or | egatee resides or the

conmmi ssioner, provided that the firearmis in the custody of the

chief | aw enforcenent officer of the nunicipality or the

superi ntendent during the peri od.

(n) Sawed-off shotguns.--Nothing in this section shall be

construed to authori ze the purchase or possessi on of any sawed-

of f shot gun.

(o) Applicability.--Nothing in this section shall apply to

the sale or purchase of a visual distress signaling device

approved by the United States Coast Quard, solely for possession

on a private or commercial aircraft or any boat; provided,

however, that no person under 18 years of age shall purchase nor

shall any person sell to a person under 18 years of age such a

vi sual distress signaling device.

(p) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Conmmi ssioner." The Conm ssioner of the Pennsyl vania State
Police.
"Handgun." Any pistol, revolver or other firearmoriginally

desi gned or manufactured to be fired by the use of a single

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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