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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1350 %%
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AN ACT
Providing for the establishnment of a searchabl e budget database-
driven Internet website detailing certain information
concerni ng taxpayer investments.

The General Assenbly finds that taxpayers should be able to
easily access the details on how the Commonweal th i s spending
their tax dollars and what performance results are achieved for
t hose expenditures. It is the intent of the General Assenbly to
direct the Secretary of the Budget to create and naintain a
sear chabl e budget dat abase-driven Internet website detailing
where, for what purpose and what results are achieved for al
t axpayer investnents in State governnent.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Taxpayer

Transparency Act.

Section 2. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." A Commonweal th agency, a |ocal agency, a judicial
agency or a | egislative agency.

"Entity." A corporation, association, union, limted
l[iability conpany, limted liability partnership, any |egal
busi ness entity, including nonprofits, grantees, contractors and
a county, city or other |ocal governnent entity. The term does
not include an individual recipient of State assistance.

"Fundi ng action or expenditure.” The termshall include
details on the type of spending, such as whether the spending
was for a grant, contract or appropriation, including tax
exenptions or credits. If possible, a hyperlink to the actual
grants or contracts shall be provided.

"Funding recipient.” Any recipient of State funding other
than an individual recipient of State welfare assistance. No
single transaction |less than $25,000 is required to be posted.

"Fundi ng source."” The Conmonweal th agency, |egislative
agency or judicial agency responsible for an expenditure.

" Sear chabl e budget database-driven Internet website." An
Internet website that allows the public to search and aggregate
i nformati on.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of the Budget of the
Conmonweal t h.

"State audit or report.” The termshall include any audit or
report issued by the Auditor General, the Joint State Governnent
Commi ssion, the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Conmittee, a
| egi slative committee or an executive body relating to the

entity or recipient of funds or the budget program or agency.
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Section 3. Searchabl e budget database-driven Internet website.

(a) Devel opnent.--By January 1, 2009, the secretary shal
devel op and nake publicly available a single, searchabl e budget
dat abase-driven Internet website which shall contain the data
for the 2008-2009 budget which is required under this act. The
secretary shall maintain the Internet website, which shall allow
the public to individually search and aggregate, at no cost,
information related to all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The name and principal |ocation or residence of the
entity and recipients of funds.

(2) The amount of funds expended.

(3) The fundi ng source.

(4) The budget line itemfromwhich the expenditure is
made.

(5) A description of the purpose for the expenditure,
including all details on the type of expenditure.

(6) The expected performance outcones achieved for the
funding action or expenditure.

(7) The past perfornmance outcones achieved for the
funding action or expenditure.

(8) Any State audit report relating to the entity or
reci pient of funds or the budget program or agency.

(9) Any other relevant information specified by the
secretary.

(b) Hyperlink.--1f possible, a hyperlink to actual grants or
contracts that the information under subsection (a) pertains to
shal | be provided.

Section 4. Updates.
(a) Tinme of updates.--Beginning July 1, 2009, the searchable

budget dat abase-driven Internet website shall be updated for
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each fiscal year no later than 30 days follow ng the close of
the fiscal year. The secretary may update the searchabl e budget
dat abase-driven Internet website as new data becones avail abl e.

(b) Agency requirenents.--Each agency shall provide to the
secretary all data that is required to be included in the
sear chabl e budget dat abase-driven Internet website no | ater than
30 days after the data becones avail able to the agency.

(c) Data format.--Each agency shall create and maintain the
data under this paragraph in an ASCII-delimted text file,
spreadsheet file or other file as provided by regul ation
pronul gated by the Treasury Departnment. The Treasury Depart nment
shall post the information received under this chapter in a
manner that allows the public to search contracts or contract
summari es by the categories enunerated under section 3(a).

(d) Additional data.--The secretary nmay add data to the
sear chabl e database-driven Internet website for fiscal years
begi nni ng before July 1, 2009, at any tine.

(e) Data maintenance.--The secretary shall ensure that al
data added to the searchabl e budget database-driven Internet
website remai ns accessible to the public for a mninmmof ten
years.

Section 5. Conpliance.

The secretary shall not be considered in conpliance with this
act if the data required for the searchabl e budget dat abase-
driven Internet website is not available in a searchabl e and
aggregate manner or if the public is redirected to other
government Internet websites, unless each of those sites has
information fromall agencies and each category of informtion
required can be searched electronically by field in a single

sear ch.
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1 Section 20. Ef fecti ve date.

2 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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