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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1293 %%

| NTRODUCED BY CGREENLEAF, PILEGE, RAFFERTY, FERLO, FONTANA
WASHI NGTQN, BOSCCOLA, O PAKE AND C. W LLI AVS5,
FEBRUARY 26, 2008

REFERRED TO JUDI CI ARY, FEBRUARY 26, 2008
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, requiring nunicipal
police departnment policies relating to searches.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 8903. Strip and body cavity searches.

(a) Policy required.--A nunicipal | aw enforcenent agency

shall adopt and inplenent a witten policy that governs

procedures for strip searches and body cavity searches. The

policy shall

(1) Be consistent with the |law on strip searches and

body cavity searches.

(2) Specify when under the law a strip or body cavity

search is all owed and under what constraints.

(3) I nclude:

(i) The authority necessary for conducting a Strip




or body cavity search, with or without a search warrant.

(ii) Privacy provisions, including a strip or body

cavity search by a person of the sane gender.

(iii) Reporting requirenents when a strip or body

cavity search i s conducted.

(b) Wtness required. --Except for exigent circunstances, the

person conducting a strip or body cavity search shall ensure

t hat another person is present as a witness to the search.
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(c) Condition of body cavity search.--A body cavity search
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shall be conducted in a hygi enic setting and by qualified
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medi cal per sonnel .
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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