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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1289 5%

I NTRODUCED BY STACK, WONDERLI NG STQUT, RAFFERTY, WOZN AK,
BOSCOLA, RHOADES, Kl TCHEN, WAUGH, PIPPY, COSTA, O PAKE,
WASHI NGTON, LOGAN AND C. W LLI AM5, FEBRUARY 20, 2008

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, FEBRUARY 20, 2008
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AN ACT

Establ i shing naturally occurring retirement conmunities;

provi ding for powers and duties of the Departnment of Aging;

and maki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the Naturally
Cccurring Retirenment Community Act.

Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) There is an increasing need for appropriate services

to senior citizens residing in houses, apartnments and ot her
dwel I'ings not originally constructed for the el derly.

(2) Establishing and supporting naturally occurring
retirement comunities assures access to a conti nuum of
necessary services and prevents or postpones the need for
seniors residing in these communities to nove to an

institutional care setting such as a hospital, nursing hone
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or assisted |iving residence.
Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging of the Comonweal th.
"Eligible entity." A nonprofit health or social service
organi zati on, a communi ty-based nonprofit organi zation, an area
agency on aging or other |ocal governnment agency or other entity

t hat :
(1) the Secretary of Aging determ nes to be appropriate
to carry out a project under this act; and
(2) denonstrates a record of and experience in providing
or admi nistering group and individual health and soci al
services for senior citizens.
The term does not include an entity providi ng housing under the
congregat e housing services programcarried out under section
802 of the Cranston-CGonzal ez National Affordable Housing Act
(Public Law 101-625, 42 U.S.C. 8011) or the nmultifam |y service
coordi nator programcarried out under section 202(g) of the
Nat i onal Housing Act (12 U S.C. 1701q(9)).

"Eligible services.”" Services including, but not limted to,
case nmanagenent, care coordination, counseling, health
assessnment and nonitoring, transportation, socialization
activities, hone care facilitation and nonitoring, technol ogy,
assi stive technol ogy, hone repairs, the eligible entity's
infrastructure-related costs, hone health care and assi stance
with daily living activities such as cooking and cl eani ng, and
ot her services designed to address the needs of residents of

naturally occurring retirement conmunities by hel ping them
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extend their independence, inprove their quality of life and
avoi d unnecessary hospital and nursing hone stays.
“"Naturally occurring retirenent conmunity.” A conmunity with
a concentrated popul ati on of senior citizens, including, but not
l[imted to, a residential building, housing conplex and area,
including a rural area, of single-famly residences or a
nei ghbor hood conposed of age-integrated housing that is not an
institutional care or an assisted living residence and where:
(1) not less than 40% of the heads of househol ds are
seni ors; or
(2) acritical mass of seniors exists, based on | ocal
factors that, taken in total, allow an organization to
achi eve efficiencies in the provision of health and soci al
services to seniors living in the comunity.

"Program ™ The Naturally Cccurring Retirenment Conmunity

Program
"Secretary."” The Secretary of Aging of the Commonweal t h.
"Senior" or "senior citizen." A person who is 60 years of

age or ol der.
Section 4. Naturally Occurring Retirenent Conmmunity Program
The Naturally Qccurring Retirenent Comrunity Programis
establ i shed and shall be adm nistered by the departnent.
Section 5. Powers and duties.
(a) Rules and regulations.--The departnment shall pronul gate
rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this act.
(b) Gants.--The departnment shall issue grants to eligible
entities.
(c) Advisory board.--The secretary shall establish an
advi sory board to aid in the devel opnent of the program The

advi sory board shall consist of all of the foll ow ng:
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(1) The secretary, who shall serve as the chairman of
t he advi sory group.

(2) Two representatives fromexisting naturally
occurring retirenent conmunities prograrns.

(3) Two representatives fromsenior citizen advocacy
gr oups.

(4) Two representatives fromlong-termcare service
provi ders.

(5) One representative appointed by the Majority Leader
of the Senate, the Mnority Leader of the Senate, the
Majority Leader of the House of Representatives and the
Mnority Leader of the House of Representatives.

(d) Criteria for grants.--The departnment shall devel op
criteria for the awarding of grants consistent with this section
and shall include, at a m ni num

(1) The nunber, size, type and |l ocation of the projects
to be served, except that the advisory board and the
secretary shall make reasonable efforts to assure that
geographi c balance in the distribution of the projects is
mai nt ai ned, consistent wth:

(i) The needs to be addressed.

(ii) Funding avail abl e.

(i) Applications fromeligible entities.

(iv) Oher requirenments of this section.

(v) Oher criteria devel oped by the advisory board
and the secretary.

(2) The appropriate nunber and concentration of senior
citizens to be served by an individual project.

(3) The denographic characteristics, including the age,

sex and region of the senior citizens to be served.
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(4) The financial support required to operate a
natural ly occurring retirenment community project and the
sources of the support.
(5) The scope and intensity of the services to be
provi ded, and their appropriateness for the senior citizens
proposed to be served. The criteria shall not require that
the eligible entity be the sole provider of such services,
but shall require that the eligible entity at a m ni mum
actively manage the provision of the services.
(6) The experience and financial stability of the
eligible entity, except that the criteria shall require that
priority be given to prograns already in operation.
(7) The nature and extent of requirenments established
for active, neaningful participation for senior citizens to
be served in project design, inplenmentation, nonitoring,
eval uati on and governance.
(8) Docunentation of the need for the project and
financial commitments to it fromsuch sources as the advisory
board shall deem appropriate given the character and nature
of the proposed project. The purpose of the docunentation
shall be to denonstrate the need for the project, support for
it in the areas to be served and financial and manageri al
ability to sustain the project.
Section 6. Reports to General Assenbly.

On or before March 1 of every year, the secretary shall issue
a report to the Governor, the chairman and the minority chairmn
of the Aging and Youth Conmittee of the Senate, and the chairmn
and mnority chairman of the Aging and O der Adult Services
Committee of the House of Representatives. The report shal

di scuss the effectiveness of the program and reconmendati ons for
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1 inprovenent. Areas that may be included in the report are:

2 (1) Wiether the programis hel ping to address the needs
3 of naturally occurring retirement conmunity residents.

4 (2) Wether the programis assuring access to a

5 conti nuum of necessary servi ces.

6 (3) Whether the programreceives private, philanthropic
7 and ot her public funding.

8 (4) \Wether the program prevents or postpones the need
9 for seniors residing in a naturally occurring retirenent

10 community to nove to an institutional care setting, such as a
11 hospital, nursing hone or assisted living residence, as

12 nmeasured by the tine period comencing on the date a senior
13 first neets the legal criteria for adm ssion to such an

14 institution and ending on the date when he or she applies for
15 such adm ssi on.

16 (5) The nunber, size, type and |l ocation of the projects
17 devel oped and funded, including the nunber, kinds and

18 functions of staff in each program

19 (6) The nunber, size, type and |l ocation of the projects
20 proposed but not funded and the reasons for denial of funding
21 for the projects.
22 (7) The age, sex, region and other appropriate
23 denogr aphi ¢ i nformati on concerning the seniors served.
24 (8) The services provided to seniors, reported in a
25 manner to allow conparison of services by denographic group
26 and regi on.
27 (9) A listing of the services provided by eligible
28 entities, including the nunber, kind and intensity of the
29 servi ces.

30 Section 7. Appropriation.
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The sum of $5, 000,000 is hereby appropriated to the
Department of Aging to administer, distribute and fund grants
for naturally occurring retirenment comrunities.

Secti on 20. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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