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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1123°%%5"

| NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, M VWH TE, PUNT, GORDNER, BOSCOLA, EARLL
LOGAN, STACK, D. WHI TE, WONDERLI NG, WOZNI AK, BROWE, MJSTQ,
El CHELBERGER, FERLO, WAUGH, MADI GAN, RAFFERTY AND REGOLA,
OCTOBER 19, 2007

REFERRED TO CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
OCTOBER 19, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 6, 1980 (P.L.197, No.57), entitled "An
act regulating the licensure and practice of optonetry,
maki ng repeal s and providing penalties,” further providing
for the definitions of "exam nation and di agnosis" and

"practice of optonetry"” and for approval of drugs.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The definitions of "exam nation and di agnosi s"
and "practice of optonetry” in section 2 of the act of June 6,
1980 (P.L.197, No.57), known as the Optonetric Practice and
Li censure Act, anmended Decenber 16, 2002 (P.L.1950, No.?225), are
amended to read:

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"Exami nation and diagnosis.” Any exam nation or diagnostic



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

means or nethod conpatible with optonetric educati on and
pr of essi onal conpetence. The term shall enconpass the use of

pharmaceuti cal agents approved by the Food and Drug

Admi ni strati on and published in the Code of Federal Reqgul ati ons

for diagnostic purposes classified as motics, mydriatics,
cycl opl egi cs, topical anesthetics and dyes when applied
topically to the eye[, which pharmaceutical agents shall be
approved by the Secretary of Health as provided in section 4. 3]
and, subject to the rules and regul ati ons of the board, provided
however that with respect to optonetrists |icensed before March
1, 1974, only such optonetrists who have satisfactorily
conpl eted a course in pharmacology as it applies to optonetry,
with particul ar enphasis on the topical application of
di agnosti c pharmaceutical agents to the eye, approved by the
board shall be permtted to use diagnostic pharmaceutical agents
topically in the practice of optonetry.

* x *

"Practice of optonetry."

(1) The use of any and all nmeans or methods for the
exam nation, diagnosis and treatnent of conditions of the
human vi sual system and shall include the exam nation for,
and adapting and fitting of, any and all kinds and types of
| enses including contact |enses.

(2) The adm nistration and prescription of |egend and
nonl egend drugs as approved by the [Secretary of Health as

provided in section 4.3] Food and Drug Admi nistration and

published in the Code of Federal Requl ations for treatnent of

the eye, the eyelids, the lacriml system and the conjunctiva
and the renoval of superficial foreign bodies fromthe ocul ar

surface and adnexa. [so long as treatnent of diseases or
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1 conditions of the visual system other than gl aucoma, as

2 aut hori zed under this paragraph shall not continue beyond six
3 weeks fromthe initiation of treatment unless the prescribing
4 optonetri st docunents consultation with a |icensed

5 physician.] As used in this paragraph, the initiation of

6 treatment nmay, but need not, include the prescription or

7 adm ni stration of pharmaceutical agents for therapeutic

8 pur poses.

9 (3) The termshall not include any of the follow ng:

10 (1) [surgery] Surgery, including, but not limted

11 to, laser surgery[;] and the use of lasers for

12 t her apeuti c purposes[; and the].

13 (i.1) The use of injections in the treatnent of

14 ocul ar di sease[;], except for injections to control

15 anaphyl actic_shock, treat chalazia and to drain

16 superficial cysts.

17 (ii) [the] The use of Schedule | [and Schedule 1]
18 controll ed substances[;].

19 (ti1) [treatnment] Treatnent of system c di sease|
20 and] .
21 [(iv) the treatnent of glaucoma, except that
22 optonetrists may use all topical pharmaceutical agents in
23 the treatnment of primary open angle gl aucoma, exfoliation
24 gl aucoma and pi gnentary gl aucoma. |
25 * x *
26 Section 2. Section 4.3 of the act, added Decenber 16, 2002
27 (P.L.1950, No.225), is repealed:
28 [Section 4.3. Approval of drugs.
29 Drugs shall be approved as foll ows:
30 (1) Al drugs currently approved by the Secretary of
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Health and in use in the practice of optonmetry on the
effective date of this section shall be deened approved under
this section.

(2) Wthin 90 days of the effective date of this
section, the board shall submt a Iist of drugs authorized
under this act to the Secretary of Health, who, in
consultation with the Physician General, shall approve or
di sapprove for good cause each drug. Upon failure of the
Secretary of Health to act within 90 days of receipt of the
list of drugs, the drugs shall be deenmed approved for use
under this act.

(3) The State Board of Optometry shall provide the
Secretary of Health with |ists of additional drugs for use
under this act after such drugs are approved by the Food and
Drug Adm nistration, as published in the Code of Federal
Regul ations. The Secretary of Health, in consultation with
t he Physician General, shall approve or disapprove for good
cause any such drug within 90 days of the receipt of the
[ist. Upon failure of the Secretary of Health to act within
90 days, the drugs shall be deemed approved for use under
this act.]

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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