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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1093 %55

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, PIPPY, LAVALLE, PUNT, WASH NGTQN, FONTANA,
COSTA, ERI CKSQON, LOGAN, MELLOW WAUGH, WONDERLI NG RAFFERTY,
BOSCOLA, GREENLEAF, O PAKE, TOM.I NSQON, FUMO, STACK, KI TCHEN
MADI GAN AND TARTAGLI ONE, SEPTEMBER 17, 2007

SENATOR ARMSTRONG, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED

MAY 12, 2008
AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 29, 1956 (1955 P.L.1804, No. 600),

2 entitled, as anended, "An act providing for the establishnment
3 of police pension funds or pension annuities in certain

4 bor oughs, towns and townshi ps; authorizing the establishnment
5 of police pension funds or pension annuities by regional

6 police departnents; providing for the regul ati on and

7 mai nt enance of police pension funds or pension annuities;

8 providing for an actuary; continuance of existing funds or

9 transfer thereof to funds herein established; prescribing

10 rights of beneficiaries; contributions by nenbers; providing
11 for expenses of admnistration; continuation of existing

12 authority to provide annuity contracts; credit for mlitary
13 service; refunds; exenpting all owances from judicial process;
14 and repealing certain acts,” further providing for

15 applicability of certain benefit provisions for certain

16 beneficiaries; and nmaking a rel ated repeal.

17 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

18 hereby enacts as foll ows:

19 Section 1. Section 1 of the act of May 29, 1956 (1955
20 P.L.1804, No.600), referred to as the Muinicipal Police Pension
21 Law, amended Apri+—24—2002 APRIL 17, 2002 (P.L.239, No.30), is <—
22 amended to read:
23 Section 1. (a) (1) Each borough, town and township of this
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Commonweal th maintaining a police force of three or nore full-
ti me menbers and each regional police departnment shall, and al
ot her boroughs, towns or townships may, establish, by ordi nance
or resolution, a police pension fund or pension annuity to be
mai nt ai ned by a charge agai nst each nenber of the police force,
by annual appropriations made by the borough, town, township or
regi onal police departnent, by paynents nade by the State
Treasurer to the nunicipal treasurer fromthe noneys received
fromtaxes paid upon prem uns by foreign casualty insurance
conpani es for purposes of pension retirenent for policenen, and
by gifts, grants, devises or bequests granted to the pension
fund pursuant to section two of this act.

(2) Such fund shall be under the direction of the governing
body of the borough, town, township or regional police
departnment, and applied under such regul ati ons as such governing
body, by ordinance or resolution, may prescribe for the benefit
of such nenbers of the police force as shall receive honorable
di scharge therefrom by reason of age and service, or disability,
and may prescribe for the benefit (i) of surviving spouses, and
if no spouse survives or if he or she survives and subsequently
dies, then (ii) of child or children under the age of eighteen
years or, if attending college, under or attaining the age of
twenty-three years, of nenbers of the police force or of nenbers
retired on pension.

(3) Al such pensions as shall be allowed to those who are
retired by reason of disabilities shall be in conformty with a
uni f orm scal e.

(4) The surviving spouse- of a nmenber of the police force or

a [menber who] fornmer nenber of the police force who, prior to

April 18, 2002, retired on pensi on and di es subsequent to
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retirement or who, after April 16, 2002, retires on pension [WHO <—

DI ES] and di es subsequent to retirenent, whe—dies or if no <—

spouse survives or if he or she survives and subsequently dies,
then the child or children under the age of eighteen years or,

if attending college, under or attaining the age of twenty-three
years, of a menber of the police force or a nenber who retires
on pension who dies, shall, during her lifetine in the case of a
surviving spouse or until reaching the age of eighteen years or,
if attending college, under or attaining the age of twenty-three
years in the case of a child or children, be entitled to receive
a pension calculated at no less than fifty per centum of the
pensi on the nmenber was receiving or woul d have been receiving
had he been retired at the tinme of his death.

(5) The surviving spouse of a nenber of the police force who
di es before his pension has vested or if no spouse survives or
if he or she survives and subsequently dies, the child or
chil dren under the age of eighteen years or, if attending
col |l ege, under or attaining the age of twenty-three years, of
t he nmenber of the police force shall be entitled to receive
repaynent of all noney which the nenber invested in the pension
fund plus interest or other increases in value of the nenber's
i nvestnment in the pension fund unless the nenber has desi gnated
anot her beneficiary for this purpose.

(b) For purposes of this act, the phrase "attendi ng coll ege”
shall nean the eligible children are registered at an accredited
institution of higher [earning and are carrying a m ni mum course
| oad of seven credit hours per senester and the term "regional
police departnment” shall nean a mnunicipal police force organi zed
and operated in conbination by two or nore nunicipalities

t hrough an intermunici pal agreenment pursuant to 53 Pa.C S. Ch.
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1 23 Subch. A (relating to intergovernnental cooperation).

2 Section 2. the General Assenbly finds and decl ares as

3 follows:

4 (1) This act is intended to clarify the purpose of the
5 act of April 17, 2002 (P.L.239, No.30), entitled "An act

6 anendi ng the act of May 29, 1956 (1955 P.L.1804, No.600),

7 entitled, as anended, 'An act providing for the establishnment
8 of police pension funds or pension annuities in certain

9 bor oughs, towns and townshi ps; authorizing the establishnment
10 of police pension funds or pension annuities by regional

11 police departnments; providing for the regul ati on and

12 mai nt enance of police pension funds or pension annuities;

13 provi ding for an actuary; continuance of existing funds or
14 transfer thereof to funds herein established; prescribing

15 rights of beneficiaries; contributions by nenbers; providing
16 for expenses of admnistration; continuation of existing

17 authority to provide annuity contracts; credit for mlitary
18 service; refunds; exenpting all owances from judicial process;
19 and repealing certain acts,' further providing for benefits
20 and for paynment into police pension funds by nenbers,” to
21 declare and affirmits applicability to the spouses and
22 dependent children of police officers who had retired prior
23 to the effective date of that act and who subsequently died,
24 as well as those who were deceased on the effective date of
25 the act or who retired subsequently thereto.
26 (2) It is the manifest intent of the General Assenbly
27 that insofar as the act of April 17, 2002 (P.L.239, No.30),
28 affects the benefits payable to a surviving spouse or
29 dependent child or children under section 1(a)(2) and (4) of
30 the act of May 29, 1956 (1955 P.L.1804, No.600), referred to

2007051093B2038 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

as the Municipal Police Pension Law, that in addition to its
prospective applicability, this act declares and affirnms that
t he mandat ed benefit paynments shall be payable to the
surviving spouse of a nmenber or to a dependent child or
children, as applicable, regardl ess of whether the nenber
retired or died on, before or after April 17, 2002, and
further provided that the surviving spouse was not remarried
as of April 17, 2002, or alternatively, to the deceased
menber's dependent child or children.
Section 3. Repeals are as follows:

(1) The General Assenbly declares that the repeal under
paragraph (2) is necessary to effectuate this act.

(2) Section 4 of the act of April 17, 2002 (P.L.239,
No. 30), entitled "An act anending the act of May 29, 1956
(1955 P.L.1804, No.600), entitled, as anmended, 'An act
provi ding for the establishnent of police pension funds or
pensi on annuities in certain boroughs, towns and townshi ps;
aut hori zing the establishnent of police pension funds or
pensi on annuities by regional police departnents; providing
for the regul ation and nai nt enance of police pension funds or
pensi on annuities; providing for an actuary; continuance of
exi sting funds or transfer thereof to funds herein
establ i shed; prescribing rights of beneficiaries;
contributions by nmenbers; providing for expenses of
adm ni stration; continuation of existing authority to provide
annuity contracts; credit for mlitary service; refunds;
exenpting all owances from judicial process; and repealing
certain acts,' further providing for benefits and for paynent
into police pension funds by nenbers,"” is repeal ed.

Section 4. This act shall apply retroactively to April 17,
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1 2002.

2 Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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