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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1042 %55

I NTRODUCED BY WASHI NGTQN, KI TCHEN, TARTAGLI ONE, STACK AND
C. WLLIAMS, AUGUST 2, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, AUGJUST 2, 2007
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AN ACT
Amrending Titles 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) and 53 (Municipalities
Ceneral ly) of the Pennsylvania Consol i dated Stat utes,
providing for a limt on handgun purchases and sales in
cities of the first class; establishing the Viol ence
Prevention Fund; further providing for Iimtation on the
regul ation of firearns and ammunition and for limtation on
muni ci pal powers.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 6111. 6. Limt on handgun purchases and sales in cities of the

first class.

(a) Purchase of handgun.--No person nmay purchase nore than

one handgun in a city of the first class within any 30-day

(b)Y Sale of handgun.--No person may sell or cause to be sold

to a person in a city of the first class nore than one handgun

wi thin any 30-day peri od.

(c) Exceptions.--This section shall not apply to the




1 follow ng:

2 (1) Alicensed firearmdealer who is purchasing the

3 handguns in the ordinary course of business.

4 (2) Alicensed firearmcollector

5 (3) A law enforcenent agency or an agency authorized to
6 perform | aw enforcenent duties.

7 (4) State and local correctional facilities.

8 (5) A private security conpany licensed to do business
9 within this Commobnweal t h.

10 (6) The purchase or sale of antique firearns.

11 (7) A person whose handgun is stolen or irretrievably
12 lost if:

13 (i) the person provides the seller with an official
14 copy of the police report of the lost or stolen handgun
15 or _a summary of the report on a form provided by the

16 Pennsyl vania State Poli ce;

17 (ii) the police report or sunmary contains the nane
18 and address of the handgun owner, the description of the
19 handgun, the location of the loss or theft, the date of
20 the loss or theft and the date the loss or theft was

21 reported to the | aw enforcenent agency;

22 (iii) the date of the loss or theft as reflected on
23 the police report or summary occurred within 30 days of
24 the person's attenpt to replace the handgun; and

25 (iv) the seller attaches an official copy of the

26 police report or sunmary of the report to the origina

27 sal es receipt or other docunent evidencing the original
28 sale and retains it for a period prescribed by regulation
29 of the Pennsylvania State Police.

30 (d) Gading.--
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(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), a person who

is convicted of violating subsection (a) or (b) conmts a

m sdeneanor of the third degree.

(2) A second or subsequent offense under subsection (a)

or (b) shall constitute a felony of the third degree.

(e) Disposition of fines collected.--The court inposing and

collecting a fine under subsection (d) shall transfer the fines

thus collected to the State Treasurer for deposit in the

Vi ol ence Preventi on Fund under subsection (f).

(f) Violence Prevention Fund.--There is established in the

CGCeneral Fund a nonl apsing, restricted recei pt account to be

known as the Viol ence Preventi on Fund. Money in the fund is

her eby appropriated to the Pennsyl vani a Conmi ssion on Cri ne and

Del i nquency solely for purposes of violence prevention and youth

vi ol ence prevention, including youth educati on and activities

desi gned to prevent violence and grants to | aw enforcenent

agenci es for equi pnent and traini ng desi gned to prevent gun-

related injuries.

(g) Notice.--A seller shall notify each prospective

pur chaser that the purchase of nore than one handgun in a 30-day

period is prohibited under this section and of the applicable

(h) Handgun purchase history check.--1n addition to any

other duty prescribed by this section, a seller of a handgun

shal | request the Pennsyl vania State Police to conduct a handgun

pur chase hi story check to i nvesti gate whether the prospective

handgun purchaser is in conpliance with this section. A handgun

pur chase hi story check shall be conducted in accordance with the

pr ocedur es gover ni ng ot her background checks under this

subchapter. A handgun purchase history shall be conducted at the
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sane tine any crinminal history, juvenile delinquency or nental

health records check is required for a firearm purchase under

this subchapter. Infornmation related to a handgun purchase

provided to the Pennsylvania State Police by a seller nmay be

retai ned by the Pennsylvania State Police as necessary to

nmoni tor conpliance with this section.

(i) Expiration.--This section shall expire seven years after

it takes effect unl ess extended by statute.

(i) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll ow ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Handgun." Either of the foll ow ng:

(1) A firearmwhich has a short stock and is designed to

be held and fired by the use of a single hand.

(2) Any conbination of parts fromwhich a firearm

descri bed under paragraph (1) can be assenbl ed.

"Licensed firearmcollector." A person who collects firearns

and is licensed as a collector under 18 U . S.C. 8 923 (rel ati ng

to |licensing).

"Licensed firearmdealer." A person who is |licensed as a

firearmdeal er under 18 U.S.C. 8 923 (relating to |licensing).

"Pur chase." Does not include the exchange or repl acenent of

a handgun by a seller for a handgun purchased fromthe seller by

t he sane person seeki ng the exchange or replacenent within the

30-day period i medi ately precedi ng the date of exchange or

r epl acenent .

Section 2. Section 6120(a) of Title 18 is anmended and the
section is anended by addi ng a subsection to read:
8§ 6120. Limtation on the regulation of firearns and

anmuni ti on.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--[No] Except as set forth in subsection

(a.2) and notwithstanding 53 Pa.C.S. § 2962(qg) (relating to

[imtation on nunicipal powers), no county, municipality or

township may in any manner regul ate the | awful ownership,
possession, transfer or transportation of firearns, anmunition
or ammunition conponents when carried or transported for
pur poses not prohibited by the aws of this Commonweal t h.

* * %

(a.2) Exception.--

(1) The governi ng body of a nunicipality nay enact an

ordi nance that adopts the provisions of section 6111.6

(relating to limt on handgun purchases and sales in cities

of the first cl ass).

(2) Prior to adopting the ordi nance, the governi ng body

shal | adopt a proposed ordi nance whi ch shall include all of

the followi ng i nformati on:

(i) The provisions of section 6111.6.

(ii) The content of the ordinance that will be

enacted, including the effective date.

(iii) A statenent that the proposed ordi nance i s

bei ng adopt ed pursuant to and subject to the requirenents

of this section.

(3) The governi ng body nust give public notice of its

intent to adopt the proposed ordi nance and hold at | east one

public hearing on the proposed ordi nance prior to adopti on.

Publi cati on of the notice shall be nade by adverti senent once

a week for three weeks in a newspaper of general circul ation

within the nunicipality if there is such a newspaper and, if

there is not, then the publication shall be made in a

newspaper of general circulation within the county in which
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1 the advertising nunicipality is |ocated.

2 (4) For purposes of this subsection, the term

3 "municipality" shall nean a city, borough or township. The

4 termshall not include a city of the first class.

5 * x *

6 Section 3. Section 2962(g) of Title 53 is amended to read:

7 8§ 2962. Limtation on municipal powers.

8 * x *

9 (g) Regulation of firearns.--[A] Except as set forth in 18
10 Pa.C S. 8§ 6120(a.2) (relating to linmtation on the reqgulation of
11 firearns and ammunition), a municipality shall not enact any
12 ordinance or take any other action dealing with the regul ation
13 of the transfer, ownership, transportation or possession of
14 firearns.

15 * x *
16 Section 4. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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