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A JO NT RESOLUTI ON
Proposi ng an anmendnent to the Constitution of the Commonweal th
of Pennsylvania, providing for super-majority votes relating
to the inposition of taxes or |icense fees.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby resol ves as foll ows:
Section 1. The follow ng anendnment to the Constitution of
Pennsyl vania is proposed in accordance with Article Xl

That Article VIII be anmended by adding a section to read:

§ 18. Tax increases.

(a) No tax or license fee may be i nposed or | evi ed except

pursuant to an act of the General Assenbly adopted with the

concurrence of two-thirds of all nenbers of each House. This

anmendnent shall apply to taxes or |license fees authorized by an

act of the General Assenbly whi ch have taken full effect upon

the effective date of this bill.

(b) The effective rate of any tax levied or |license fee

i nposed nay not be increased except pursuant to an act of the
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CGCeneral Assenbly adopted with the concurrence of two-thirds of

all nenbers of each House.

(c) Prior to the beqginning of each fiscal year of the

Commpnweal th, the General Assenbly shall appropriate revenues to

pay interest on its debt to which it has pledged its faith and

credit and which interest is payable in the year for whi ch such

appropriation is nade and to pay the principal of such debt,

payable in such year, whether at maturity or otherw se. To the

extent that insufficient revenues are provided to pay the

princi pal and interest on such debt when due and payabl e, the

first noneys thereafter recei ved by the Commonweal th shall be

set aside and applied to the paynent of the princi pal and

i nterest on such debt. To nake up for such insufficient

revenues, the General Assenbly may increase the rate of taxes

and fees without regard to the linmtati ons of subsecti ons (a)

and (b), after the failure to pay when due the princi pal of and

i nterest on such debt.

Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General
Assenbly of this proposed constitutional anmendnent, the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall proceed imediately to
conply with the advertising requirenments of section 1 of Article
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the
requi red advertisenents to two newspapers in every county in
whi ch such newspapers are published in sufficient tine after
passage of this proposed constitutional amendnent.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assenbly of this
proposed constitutional anendnent, the Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall proceed i mediately to conply with the
advertising requirenents of section 1 of Article XI of the

Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmt the required

20070S0975B1181 - 2 -



advertisenments to two newspapers in every county in which such
newspapers are published in sufficient tinme after passage of
this proposed constitutional anendnent. The Secretary of the
Commonweal th shall submt this proposed constitutional anendnent
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first
primary, general or nunicipal election which neets the
requirenents of and is in conformance with section 1 of Article

XI of the Constitution of Pennsyl vania and which occurs at | east
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three nonths after the proposed constitutional anendnent is
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passed by the General Assenbly.
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