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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 896 *%5~

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, ERI CKSQON, WASHI NGTON, WAUGH
TARTAGLI ONE AND FONTANA, MAY 22, 2007

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MNAY 22, 2007
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AN ACT
Allowing nursing facilities to obtain nedical assistance
certified beds under limted ternms and conditions; and
provi ding for functions of the Departnment of Public Welfare.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Medi cal
Assi stance Bed Transfer Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Certified bed." A facility bed which is certified by the
departnment to receive nedi cal assistance rei nbursenents.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Facility.” A nursing facility licensed by the Departnent of

Heal t h.
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"Medi cal assistance.” The program under Article I'V(f) of the
act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.2l1), known as the Public
Vel fare Code.

"Program " The Medical Assistance Bed Transfer Program
establ i shed in section 4.

Section 3. Administration.

The departnent has the follow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To transfer certified beds fromone facility to
anot her facility under section 4.

(2) To pronul gate regul ati ons governing the program

Section 4. Medical Assistance Bed Transfer Program

(a) Request.--A facility may request that the departnent
transfer a certified bed to it.

(b) Price determnation.--If the departnent receives a
request under subsection (a), the departnent shall determne a
fair and reasonable price, not in excess of $10,000, for the
transfer of each certified bed.

(c) Advertisenent and responses. --

(1) The department shall advertise to facilities in this
Commonweal th that the departnment is | ooking for unused or
unwanted certified beds for the requested transfer,
indicating the price that will be paid for surrendering those
certified beds to the departnent.

(2) The department shall catal og the responses to the
advertisenment of the transfer request and shall make public
t he nunber of certified beds which facilities are willing to
surrender to the departnent.

(d) Inplenentation.--

(1) The departnent shall offer to the requesting

facility a nunber of certified beds not to exceed the nunber
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requested by the facility under subsection (a) nor half of

t he nunber of certified beds offered under subsection (c)(2).

If nore certified beds are offered than needed, the

department shall decide which facilities will surrender

offered certified beds.

(2) The requesting facility shall pay the departnent for
t he nunber of certified beds which are offered under
paragraph (1) at the price set under subsection (b).

(3) The departnment shall do all of the follow ng:

(1) Pay the surrendering facility an amobunt equal to

t he product of:

(A) the nunber of certified beds being
surrendered; and

(B) the price set in subsection (a).
(i1i) Transfer to the requesting facility the nunber

of certified beds determ ned under paragraph (1).

Section 5. Facility reinbursenent.

(a) Medical assistance utilization.--A facility which
receives a certified bed under the program may not be required
to place the certified bed in service for the exclusive use of
medi cal assi stance-eligible residents.

(b) Medical assistance eligibility.--

(1) A facility which receives a certified bed under the
program shall be eligible under nedical assistance as a
participating provider effective on the date the resident
utilizing the certified bed neets nedical assistance
eligibility requirenents.

(2) If acertified bed is not being utilized by an
eligible resident under paragraph (1), the facility shal

notify the departnment to ensure no reinbursenments are issued
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for noneligible residents.

(3) Certified beds transferred under the program shal
be rei mbursed in the same manner as they were prior to the
transfer.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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