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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
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AN ACT
Providing for child death revi ew

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Child Death
Revi ew Act .

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Child." An individual under 20 years of age.

"Child death review data collection system" A data
col | ection system approved by the National MCH Center for Child
Death Review or a simlar national organization.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Health of the Conmonweal t h.

"Local child death review team™ A county or regional team

conprised of professionals fromorgani zati ons and | ocal agencies
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who review cases of child deaths in accordance with protocols
established by the State child death review team

"State child death reviewteam™"™ A State team conprised of
mul tidi sciplinary professionals and representatives of State
agenci es who review data submitted by local child death review
teans to devel op protocols for child death reviews and child
deat h prevention strategies.

Section 3. Child Death Review Program

(a) Establishnent.--The departnent shall establish the Child
Deat h Revi ew Program whi ch shall develop State and | oca
mul ti agency, multidisciplinary teanms to exam ne the
ci rcunst ances surroundi ng deaths in this Comonweal th for the
pur pose of pronoting safety and reducing child fatalities.

(b) State child death review team--The program shall be
adm nistered by a State child death review team conprised of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) The Secretary of Health or a designee, who shal
serve as chai rman.
(2) The Director of the Ofice of Children, Youth and

Fam lies within the Departnent of Public Wlfare.

(3) The Conmi ssioner of the Pennsylvania State Police or

a desi gnee.

(4) A physician who specializes in pediatric nedicine
appoi nted by the Governor.
(5) A physician who specializes in famly nedicine

appoi nted by the Governor.

(6) A representative of |ocal |aw enforcenent appointed
by the Attorney General.
(7) A representative of emergency nedi cal services

appoi nted by the Governor.
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1 (8) A nenber of the Attorney Ceneral's Medical/Legal

2 Advi sory Board on Child Abuse appointed by the Attorney

3 Gener al .

4 (9) The State Fire Conm ssioner or a designee.

5 (10) A coroner appointed by the Pennsylvania State

6 Coroners Associ ati on.

7 (11) A district attorney appointed by the Pennsyl vani a
8 District Attorneys Association.

9 (12) Any other nenber deenmed appropriate by a majority
10 vote of the State child death review team

11 (c) Powers and duties.--The State child death review team
12 shall have the follow ng powers and duties:

13 (1) Assist in the establishment and coordination of

14 | ocal child death review teans.

15 (2) Coordinate the collection of child death data

16 i ncludi ng the devel opment and distribution of a formto be
17 used by local child death review teans to report informtion
18 and procedures for sharing the data with State and | ocal

19 agenci es as appropri ate.
20 (3) Develop protocols to be used in the review of child
21 deat hs.
22 (4) Provide training and technical assistance to |ocal
23 child death review teans, |ocal agencies and individuals
24 relating to the child deaths.
25 (5) Reviewreports fromlocal child death review teans.
26 (6) Identify best prevention strategies and activities,
27 i ncl udi ng an assessnent of the foll ow ng:
28 (i) Effectiveness.
29 (i1i) Ease of inplenentation.
30 (iii) Cost.
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(iv) Sustainability.
(v) Potential comunity support.
(vi) Unintended consequences.

(7) Adopt prograns, policies, recommendations and
strategi es based on collected data to prevent child deaths.

(8) Review statutes and regulations relating to
confidentiality and access to information relating to
children from agenci es responsible for the health and safety
of children and propose recomrended changes to appropriate
Commonweal t h agenci es and the General Assenbly.

(9) Provide public informati on and educati on regardi ng
t he incidence and causes of child injury and death and the
reduction of risks to children to agencies, health care
prof essionals, child care professionals and the public.

(10) Submt an annual report to the Governor and the
CGeneral Assenbly by Septenber of each year relating to the
activities of the State child death review team a sunmmary of
reports received fromlocal child death review teans and
recommendations relating to the reduction of risk of child
injury or death.

(d) Quorum--A mgjority of the nmenbers of the State child

death review team shall constitute a quorum

(e) Staff.--Staffing for the State child death review team

shall be provided by the departnent.

(f) Initial nmeeting.--The initial nmeeting of the State child

death review team shall be held within 90 days of the effective
date of this section.

Section 4. Local child death review teans.

(a) Establishnent.--Each county in this Comonweal t h shal

establish a local child death review team A local child death
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review team shall be conprised of the foll ow ng:
(1) A representative appointed by the county child
protective services agency.
(2) A representative appointed by the district attorney.
(3) A representative of |ocal |aw enforcenent appointed
by the county comm ssioners.
(4) A representative of the court of conmon pl eas

appoi nted by the president judge.

(5) A physician who specializes in pediatric or famly
medi ci ne appoi nted by the county comm ssioners froma |ist of

t hree physicians provided by the Pennsyl vani a Chapter of the

Ameri can Acadeny of Pediatrics.

(6) The county coroner or nedical exam ner.
(7) A representative from enmergency nedi cal services

sel ected by all energency nedi cal organi zations in the

county. If the energency nedical services organizations fai

to appoint a representative, the representative shall be
appoi nted by the county conmmi ssioners.

(8) Any other person deened appropriate by the |ocal
child death review team

(b) Chairman.--The nenbers of the local child death review
team shall annually el ect a chairman.

(c) Regional teans.--Counties nay cooperate to establish a
regional child death review teamthat may include a
representative fromeach county for each category of
representative identified in subsection (a).

Section 5. Powers and duties of |local child death review teans.

(a) Review. --A local child death review team shall review
all deaths of children and nay review the follow ng information:

(1) Coroner's reports or postnortem exan nation records.
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(2) Death certificates and birth certificates.
(3) Law enforcenent records and interviews with | aw
enforcenment officials.
(4) Medical records fromhospitals and other health care
provi ders.
(5) Information and reports nade avail abl e by the county
child protection services agency.
(6) Information made avail able by firefighters or
ener gency services personnel.
(7) Reports and records made avail able by the court.
(8) Reports to animal control.
(9) EMS records.
(10) Traffic fatality reports.
(11) Any other records necessary to conduct the review.
(b) Data collection.--The local child death review team
shall utilize the child death review data col |l ection systemto
report its findings in accordance with protocols established by
the State child death review team
(c) Reports.--Alocal child death review team shall submt
bi enni al reports on deaths reviewed to the State child death
revi ew team whi ch shall include all of the follow ng:
(1) Identification of factors which cause a risk for
injury and death, including nodifiable risk factors.
(2) Reconmendations regarding the foll ow ng:
(1) The inprovenent of health and safety policies in
t hi s Commonweal t h.
(ii) The coordination of services and investigations
by child wel fare agencies, nedical officials, |aw
enf orcenent and ot her agenci es.

(3) Any other information required by the departnent.
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(d) Reconmendations.--A local child death review team shal
make reconmendations to | ocal agencies relating to the
procedures and ot her actions to reduce injury and death of
chi | dren.

Section 6. Access to records.

(a) Juvenile records.--Notw thstanding any other provision
of law, all files and records of the court in a proceedi ng under
42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to juvenile matters) shall be open
to inspection by a State or local child death revi ew team under
42 Pa.C. S. 8 6307 (relating to inspection of court files and
records).

(b) Medical records.--Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of
law, health care facilities and health care providers shal
provi de nmedi cal records w thout the authorization of a person in
interest to the State child death review teamand to a | oca
child death review team for purposes of review under this act.

(c) Oher records.--Qher records pertaining to the child
under review for the purposes of this act shall be open to
i nspection as permtted by | aw
Section 7. Confidentiality.

(a) Maintenance.--State and |local child death review teans
shall maintain the confidentiality of any information obtained
relating to the death of a child, including the nanme of the
child, in accordance with law and the requirenents of the
depart nment.

(b) Agreenent.--Each nenber of a local child death review
team and any person appearing before the teamshall sign a
confidentiality agreenent applicable to all proceedi ngs and
revi ews conducted by the local child death review team

(c) Liability.--An individual or agency that in good faith
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provi des information or records to a State or local child death
review team shall not be subject to civil or crimnal liability
as a result of providing the information or record.

(d) Discovery.--The proceedi ngs, deliberations and records
of a State or local child death review teamare privileged and
confidential and shall not be subject to discovery, subpoena or
introduction into evidence in any civil or crimnal action.

(e) Meetings.--Meetings of the State or local child death
review teamat which a specific child death is discussed shal
be closed to the public and shall not be subject to the
provisions of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open neetings).

(f) Identifying information.--Information identifying a
deceased child, a fam |y nenber, guardian or caretaker of a
deceased child or an alleged or suspected perpetrator of abuse,
neglect or a crimnal act shall not be disclosed to the public.

(g) Attendance.--Nothing in this act shall prevent a State
or local child death review teamfromallow ng the attendance of
a person, including a parent, with information relevant to a
review, at a child death revi ew neeting.

(h) Penalty.--A person who violates the provisions of this
section commts a m sdenmeanor.

Section 20. Regul ations.

The Departnent of Health and the Departnent of Public Welfare
shall promulgate regulations to carry out the purposes of this
act .

Section 21. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 90 days.
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