PRINTER S NO. 647

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 597 =55~

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, ERI CKSON, RAFFERTY, GORDNER, FOLMER
FONTANA, PILEGE, D. VH TE, BROWNE, TOWLI NSON, PI PPY, BAKER
EARLL AND RHOADES, MARCH 20, 2007

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 20, 2007

O (o0} ~ » (3] ~ WN -

e e = = =
oo N o o A W N - O

AN ACT
Requiring fiscal notes and a continuing study of al

| egi sl ation, regulations and court decisions having a fiscal

i mpact on public schools.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Public School
Fi scal | npact Act.

Section 2. Legislative intent.

It is the intent of the General Assenbly to provide an
ongoi ng nmechanismto nonitor fiscal inmpacts on public schools,
to review proposed changes and reforns in the public schools and
to review rel evant statutes.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Committee." For a bill introduced in the Senate, the
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Education Committee of the Senate. For a bill introduced in the
House of Representatives, the Education Conmttee of the House
of Representatives.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.
Section 4. Powers and duties.

The comm ttee shall have the follow ng powers and duties:

(1) To analyze any bill relating to public schools or
public school fiscal policy and to issue a fiscal note
thereto in a tinely fashion. Such a fiscal note shall be
submtted to the Governor and the General Assenbly and shal
i nclude an assessnent of the fiscal inpact, feasibility and
cost of such |egislation.

(2) To nonitor and evaluate fromtinme to tine all the
| aws and systens thereunder which relate to public school
fiscal policy in this Comonwealth.

(3) To study the relationship of public school fiscal
policy to other aspects of public school policy and to the
ef fective operation of governnent generally.

(4) To recomrend to the CGeneral Assenbly a change in the
process by which public school |egislation having a fiscal
i npact on the Commonweal th or public schools is analyzed and
acted upon by the General Assenbly.

(5) To issue fiscal inpact notes pursuant to section 5.

(6) To issue fiscal inpact studies pursuant to section
6.

Section 5. Fiscal inpact notes.
(a) Note required for bills.--No bill proposing any change
relative to the inposition or expansion of a mandate on public

school s shall be given second consideration in either house of
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1 the General Assenbly until the commttee has attached a fi scal
2 inpact note which shall include a reliable estimte of the cost
3 and fiscal effect of the proposed change in any such public

4 school

5 (b) Note required for amendnents.--No anendnent to any bill
6 concerning the inposition or expansion of a nandate on public

7 schools shall be considered by either house of the Ceneral

8 Assenbly until a fiscal inmpact note has been attached.

9 (c) Contents of note.--The fiscal inpact note shall be

10 factual and shall, if possible, provide a reliable estinate of
11 both the imedi ate cost and effect of the bill and, if

12 determ nable or reasonably foreseeable, the | ong-range cost and
13 effect of the neasure.

14 (d) Notes for proposed constitutional anendnents.--The

15 commttee shall issue a fiscal inpact note for any joint

16 resolution proposing an anmendnent to the Constitution of

17 Pennsylvania which initially passes either house of the Ceneral
18 Assenbly. If said joint resolution is subsequently anmended and
19 passes either house of the General Assenbly, a new fiscal inpact
20 note shall be prepared.
21 Section 6. Fiscal inpact study.
22 The comm ttee shall conduct a fiscal inpact study on any
23 departnent regul ation, enacted | aw or judicial decision of an
24 action in which the departnent is a party to determ ne how costs
25 inposed by the regulation, act or decision will be allocated
26 between the State and | ocal school districts.
27 Section 7. Reports to be public information.
28 Al'l reports and anal yses conpiled by the commttee shall be
29 public records and shall be available for public inspection at

30 the offices of the conmttee during the usual business hours of
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1 the Commpnweal t h.
2 Section 8. Ef fecti ve date.

3 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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