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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 584 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, RHOADES, GREENLEAF, KI TCHEN, WAUGH,
RAFFERTY, STACK, COSTA, WASHI NGTON AND ERI CKSON
MARCH 20, 2007

AS AVENDED ON SECOND CONSI DERATI ON, JUNE 24, 2008

AN ACT

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, in organization and
jurisdiction of courts of common pl eas, authorizing the
establ i shment of preblemsoelving—eourts— COURTS OF <—
SPECI ALI ZED JURI SDI CTI ON
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 42 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 916. Problemsolvingcourts COURTS OF SPECI ALI ZED <—
JURI SDI CTI ON.

(a) Establishnent.--The court of conmmon pl eas of a judici al

district and the Miunici pal Court of Phil adel phia may establi sh

one or nore problemseolving courts—asspecial dockets—whereby <—
COURTS OF SPECI ALI ZED JURI SDI CTI ON AS SPECI AL DOCKETS, <

I NCLUDING, _BUT NOT LIMTED TO DRUG COURTS, NMENTAL HEALTH COURTS

AND DRI VI NG UNDER THE | NFLUENCE COURTS, WHEREBY def endants are

adm tted to a court-supervised individualized treatnent program

The court may adopt |local rules for the adm ni strati on of
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problemsoelvingcourts COURTS OF SPECI ALI ZED JURI SDI CTI ON and

their related treatnent services. The |ocal rules nay not be

i nconsi stent with this section or any rul es established by the

Suprene Court.

(b) Statew de problemselvingecourt COURTS OF SPECI ALl ZED
JURI SDI CTI ON coordi nator.--The Suprene Court nay appoint a

St at ewi de problemselvingcourt COURTS OF SPECI ALI ZED

JURI SDI CTI ON coordi nator. The Statewide problemseolvingcourt

coordi nator may:

(1) Encourage and assist in the establishnent of

problemsoelvingcourts COURTS OF SPECI ALI ZED JURI SDI CTION i n

each judicial district.

(2) ldentify sources of funding for preblemsolving
courts COURTS OF SPECI ALl ZED JURI SDI CTI ON and their rel ated

treatnent services, including the availability of grants.

(3) Provide coordinati on and techni cal assi stance for

grant applicati ons.

(4) Devel op nodel quidelines for the adm ni strati on of

problemsoelvingcourts COURTS OF SPECI ALI ZED JURI SDI CTI ON and

their related treatnent services.

(5) Establish procedures for nonitoring probl emsol ving

courts and their related treatnent services and for

eval uating the effecti veness of preblemsolvingcourts COURTS
OF SPECI ALI ZED JURI SDI CTI ON and their rel ated treat nent

servi ces.

(c) Advisory commttee.--The Suprenme Court may establish an

interdi sciplinary and i nterbranch advi sory commttee to advi se

and assi st the Statew de problemselvingecourt coordinator in

nmoni tori ng and adm ni strati ng problemselvingcourts COURTS OF

SPECI ALl ZED JURI SDI CTI ON_St at ewi de.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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