PRINTER S NO. 593

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 552 %5~

I NTRODUCED BY BOSCOLA, MARCH 19, 2007

REFERRED TO JUDI Cl ARY, MARCH 19, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the

Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes, providing for assessnent

and counsel i ng of chronic runaway children.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6302 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by adding a definition to read:
§ 6302. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have, unless the context clearly indicates otherw se, the
meani ngs given to themin this section:

* * %

"Chronic runaway child." A child who cones to the attention

of | aw enforcenmnent officers as a runaway nore than once i n any

nmonth or at least three tines in any vyear.

* * %

Section 2. Sections 6327(f) and 6331 of Title 42 are anmended

to read:
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§ 6327. Place of detention.
* x *
(f) Devel opnent of approved shelter care prograns. --

(1) The Departnment Public Wl fare shall devel op or
assist in the devel opnent in each county of this Commonweal th
approved progranms for the provision of shelter care for
chil dren needi ng these services who have been taken into
cust ody under section 6324 (relating to taking into custody)
and for children referred to or under the jurisdiction of the
court.

(2) A county may devel op a chronic runaway chil dren

treatnent plan to address problens with chroni c runaway

children in the county. The county nust subnmt the plan to

the departnment for approval and nmay request funding for its

i npl enentation, and the departnent may award funding to a

county to inplenent an approved county runaway chil dren

treatnent plan. The plan nust identify the probl ens

associ ated with chronic runaway children in the county and

specific solutions the county will inplenent, including, but

not limted to, the devel opnent and operati on of a chronic

runaway chil dren assessnent and counseling center.

8§ 6331. Release fromdetention or conmencenent of proceedings.

(a) GCeneral rule.--If a child is brought before the court or

delivered to a detention or shelter care facility designated by
the court, the intake or other authorized officer of the court
shall imedi ately make an investigation and release the child
unless it appears that his detention or shelter care is
warranted or required under section 6325 (relating to detention
of child). The release of the child shall not prevent the

subsequent filing of a petition as provided in this chapter. If
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1 he is not so released, a petition shall be pronptly nade and

2 presented to the court within 24 hours or the next court

3 business day of the admission of the child to detention or

4 shelter care.

5 (b) Chronic runaway children.--

6 (1) Wthin 24 hours of being detained, either in a

7 runaway assessnent and treatnent center or a detention

8 facility, a chronic runaway child shall be assessed by a

9 counsel or who specializes in runaway profiles to detern ne
10 the follow ng:

11 (i) The reasons why the child is a chronic runaway.
12 (ii) VWhether the child should be adjudicated

13 dependent .

14 (iii) Wat treatnent procedures should be prescribed
15 for the child and for the parent, |egal guardian or

16 custodi an fromwhomthe child ran away.

17 (2) As soon as practicable follow ng the assessnent, and
18 not later than the informal hearing required under section
19 6332 (relating to informal hearing), the child, the counselor
20 and the child' s parent, |egal guardi an or custodi an shal
21 neet in an initial counseling session for the purpose of:
22 (i) ldentifying the underlying causes for the
23 runaway behavi or
24 (ii) Developing a plan to address those causes.
25 (3) A chronic runaway child shall be released froma
26 runaway assessnent and treatnent center to the child's
27 parent, legal guardian or custodian after the initial
28 counsel ing session unless the counselor believes that it
29 woul d not be in the best interest of the child to do so.
30 (4) A chronic runaway child nmay be adjudi cated dependent
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if the child' s parent:

(i) Fails to attend this initial counseling session.

(ii) Is unwilling to take custody of the child at

t he concl usi on of the informal hearing.

(iii) The court finds other conpelling reasons to do

so, including, but not limted to, the counselor's

r econmendat i ons.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

L13L42DWV5/ 20070S0552B0593 - 4 -



