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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 530 %5

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, ORI E, O PAKE, STACK, WASH NGION
RAFFERTY, FONTANA, KASUNI C, BOSCOLA, CORVAN, MJSTO, REGOLA,
RHOADES, TARTAGLI ONE, COSTA, KITCHEN, TOWLI NSON, M|l LH NNEY
AND M VH TE, MARCH 19, 2007

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, MARCH 19, 2007
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for m ssing
children; providing for a clearinghouse for m ssing children;
and i nposing powers and duties on the Pennsylvania State
Police, | ocal school districts and parents.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Chapter 29 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is anmended by addi ng a subchapter headi ng
to read:

SUBCHAPTER A

KI DNAPPI NG AND RELATED OFFENSES

Section 2. Section 2908 of Title 18 is amended to read:
§ 2908. M ssing children.

(a) Duties of |Iaw enforcenent agencies.--Law enforcenent
agenci es shall have the following duties with respect to m ssing
chil dren:

(1) To investigate a report of a missing child
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i mredi ately upon recei pt of the report regardl ess of the age
of the mssing child or the circunstances surrounding the

di sappearance of the child. A mssing child shall include a

child who has been abducted by a parent, whether or not a

cust ody order has been i ssued by a court. In no case shal

| aw enf orcenent agencies inpose a mandatory waiting period
prior to conmencing the investigation of a mssing child.

(2) Wen conducting a mssing child investigation, to
record all information relevant to the mssing child and the
ci rcunst ances surroundi ng the di sappearance of the m ssing
child on the appropriate | aw enforcenent investigative
report.

(3) To make an entry into the Mssing Persons File
t hrough the Commonweal th Law Enforcenent Assi stance Network
(CLEAN) in accord with Pennsylvania State Police policy and

procedures i mredi ately upon recei pt of sufficient

identification information on the mssing child and, no |ater

than 60 days after the original entry of the record into the

CLEAN system to verify and update such record with any

addi ti onal information, including, where avail abl e, nedi cal

and dental records.

(3.1) To nmake an entry into the Unidentified Persons
File through Conmonweal th Law Enf orcenent Assi stance Network
(CLEAN) in accord with Pennsylvania State Police policy and
procedures i mredi atel y upon:

(i) taking custody of an unidentified living child,
such as an infant, or a physically or nentally disabled
child; or

(i1i) discovering an unidentified deceased child.

(4) To insure tinmely cancellation of any entry made
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pursuant to this section where the mssing child has returned
or is |ocated.

(a.1) Unidentified [deceased] children.--Coroners shal

notify | aw enforcenment agencies with respect to unidentified

deceased children. Law enforcenent agencies [and coroners]

shall, with respect to unidentified [deceased] children, living

or deceased, have the duty to nmake an entry into the

Uni dentified [ Deceased] Person File through the Conmonweal th Law
Enf or cenent Assi stance Network (CLEAN) in accordance wth
Pennsyl vania State Police policy and procedures i medi ately upon
observing or receiving any descriptive informati on on an
uni dentified [deceased] child.

(b) Definition.--As used in this section the term"child"
nmeans a person under 18 years of age.

Section 3. Chapter 29 of Title 18 is anmended by adding a
subchapter to read:

SUBCHAPTER B

| NFORVATI ON ON M SSI NG CHI LDREN

Sec.

2951. Definitions.

2952. M ssing Children Informati on O eari nghouse establi shed.

2953. Powers and duti es of cl eari nghouse.

2954. Duti es of school districts.

2955. File of child who is transferring.

2956. Failure to conply with requirenents of chapter

§ 2951. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this subchapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Child." A person under 18 years of age.

20070S0530B0574 - 3 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

"CLEAN." Commonweal th Law Enf orcenent Assi st ance NetworKk.

"Cl eari nghouse." The M ssing Children | nformation

Cl eari nghouse.

"Law enf orcenent agency." The Pennsyl vania State Police or

| ocal police departnment responsi ble for investigating m ssing

persons or children reports within the political subdivision

where the child was reported | ost, abducted, mi ssing or runaway.

8§ 2952. M ssing Children Informati on O eari nghouse establi shed.

There is hereby established within the Pennsyl vani a State

Police the M ssing Children Informati on C eari nghouse.

8§ 2953. Powers and duti es of cl eari nghouse.

The powers and duties of the cleari nghouse shall include:

(1) Use of the CLEAN system for the devel opnent,

col |l ecti on and mai ntenance of a central uniforminfornmati onal

repository on children reported mssing within this

Commpnweal th. The CLEAN system shall include, but not be

limted to:

(i) Conpilation of the relevant infornmation

regardi ng a m ssing child.

(ii) Correlation of nmateri al .

(iii) Mking material available for investigative

use, including availability to | ocal | aw enforcenent.

(2) The subm ssion of all reports of mssing children to

the National Crine Informati on Center (NClC).

(3) Cooperation with Federal, State and | ocal agenci es

and other states in the di ssem nati on of information

regardi ng m ssing children, the investigati on of m Ssing

children cases and other prograns and activities. |Infornmation

di sseni nated shall include, but not be limted to,

phot ogr aphs, descri pti ons, circunstances of di sappearance and
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1 other information that nmay be of assistance in |ocating

2 m ssing children.

3 (4) The devel opnent of special training courses for

4 crimnal justice professionals, nedical professionals and

5 ot her youth service professionals.

6 (5) Advise local |aw enforcenent regarding response and
7 i nvestigation of reports of nmissing children.

8 (6) Conpile and nmmintain statistics on the nunber of

9 m ssing children and subm ssion of the conpilation along with
10 an_annual report to the CGeneral Assenbly.

11 § 2954. Duties of school districts.

12 (a) General rule.--Wien a child is enrolled in a school for
13 the first tine, the school shall:

14 (1) Ontain information necessary for the identification
15 of a child, including, but not linmted to, the child s ful

16 nane, date of birth and physical description. Wthin ten days
17 of the child' s enrollnment, the child s parent or guardi an

18 shal |l produce a birth certificate or such other proof of

19 identity of the child.
20 (2) Ontain information necessary for the identification
21 of the child s parent or guardian. The information shall be
22 docunented and included in the child's enrollnent file and
23 shall include, but not be linmted to, the parent or
24 guardian's full nane, date of birth, current address and a
25 t el ephone nunber where the parent or guardi an nmay be reached
26 in the event of an energency. The parent or quardi an shal
27 produce two forns of identification which shall be docunented
28 on enrollnent forns by the school and nmintained in the
29 child s file.
30 (b) Confidentiality.--Any disclosure of information obtained
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by schools under this section shall conply with Federal | aw

8§ 2955. File of child who is transferring.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Wthin ten days of enrolling a child who

is transferring from another school, the school shall request

the child's file directly fromthe school from which the student

is transferring. Wthin seven days of the request, the school

fromwhich the child is transferring shall provide the

i nformati on regarding the child which is required under section

2954(a)(1) (relating to duties of school districts). The school

fromwhich the child is transferring shall mail a certified copy

of the child's file to the school in which the child is

(b) Exception.--If a school receives a request for a child's

file and a notati on has been placed on that child's file

indicating the child is mssing, the school shall i medi ately

notify the appropri ate | aw enforcenment agency of the request

and, once the | aw enforcenent agency has been notified, shal

then notify the school requesting the file that the file is not

bei ng forwarded because a notation on the file indicates the

child is mssing and is the subject of an ongoi ng | aw

enforcenent investiqgation.

8§ 2956. Failure to conply with requi renents of chapter

If a person enrolling a child in a school fails to conply

with the requirenents of this chapter, the school shall notify

the parent or quardian enrolling the child that, unl ess the

enroll nent requirenents are net within ten days, the case wll

be referred to the appropri ate | aw enforcenent agency for

i nvesti gati on.

Section 4. Al acts and parts of acts are repeal ed insofar

as they are inconsistent with this act.
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Section 5. This act shall take effect as foll ows:
(1) The addition of 18 Pa.C. S. Ch. 29 Subch. B shal
take effect in 60 days.

(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect
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i mredi ately.
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