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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 461 %5

I NTRODUCED BY M VH TE, GREENLEAF, RAFFERTY, D. VWH TE, ARMSTRONG
AND DI NNI VAN, MARCH 15, 2007

SENATOR REGOLA, LOCAL GOVERNMENT, AS AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 18, 2008
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled,
as reenacted and anended, "An act concerning townships of the
first class; amendi ng, revising, consolidating, and changi ng
the law relating thereto,” further providing for sewer and

dr ai nage systens connecti ons.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2401.1 of the act of June 24, 1931
(P.L.1206, No.331), known as The First O ass Townshi p Code,
reenacted and anmended May 27, 1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), is
amended to read:

Section 2401.1. Sewer and Drai nage Systens; Constructed by
any Municipality Authority; Connection by Oaners; Enforcenent.--

[ Whenever] (a) Except as set forth in subsection (b), whenever

a sewer or drainage systemis established or constructed by any
muni ci pality authority within a township, the township
conmmi ssioners shall be enpowered by ordi nance to conpel al

owners of property abutting on, or adjoining any street or
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hi ghway, in which such sewer or drainage systemis |ocated, to
make connection with such sewer or drainage systemin such
manner as they may order for the purpose of discharge of such
drai nage or waste as they may specify. The township

conmi ssioners nmay by ordi nance i npose penalties to enforce any
regul ation or order they may ordain with reference to any sewer
or drai nage connecti ons.

(b)Y An owner of a dwelling unit used by a nenber of a

recogni zed religious sect nay file an application with the

t ownshi p conmi ssioners to be exenpted fromthe requirenent to

make connection with a sewer or drai nage system as required

under subsection (a). The townshi p conmi ssi oners shall approve

the application for exenption if it is made in confornmance with

this subsection. NO APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE APPROVED UNLESS THE

APPLI CANT DEMONSTRATES TO THE SATI SFACTI ON OF THE TOMNSHI P

COW SSI ONERS THAT AN ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATI VE MEANS FOR SEWAGE

DI SPOSAL EXI STS. The applicati on nust state the manner in which

the requirenments of subsection (a) conflict with the applicant's

reliqgious beliefs and shall include an affidavit by the

applicant stating that:

(1) The applicant is a nenber of a recogni zed religi ous

(2) The religious sect has established tenets or teachi ngs

whi ch conflict with the provisions of subsection (a).

(3) The applicant adheres to the established tenets or

t eachi ngs of the sect.

(4) The dwelling unit will be used solely as a residence for

the applicant or famly nenber of the applicant.

Section 2. The provisions of 25 Pa. Code § 243.7 are

abrogated to the extent of any inconsistency with the amendnent
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1 of section 2401.1 of the act.

2 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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