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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 344 %"

| NTRODUCED BY BOSCOLA, FONTANA, LAVALLE, KITCHEN, WASH NGTON
MUSTO, WAUGH AND LOGAN, MARCH 12, 2007

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNVENT, MARCH 12, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codifyi ng,
9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” setting forth a concise statenent of voter's

12 rights; requiring that the statenment of voter's rights be

13 visible in voter registration offices and polling places;

14 providing for polling place accessibility; further providing
15 for qualifications of electors at primaries and for only

16 enrolled electors to vote at primaries or hold party offices;
17 provi ding for procedure for unenrolled electors to cast

18 primary ballots and for form of declaration of party

19 enrol I ment; and further providing for persons entitled to
20 vote and chal |l enges and for voting check |ists.
21 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

22 hereby enacts as follows:

23 Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known
24 as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anended by adding a

25 section to read:

26 Section 107. Voter's Bill of R ghts.--(a) The foll ow ng
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ri ghts are guaranteed to all registered voters in this

Commpnweal t h:

(1) A voter who is in line at the correct polling pl ace

during the hours it is required by law to be open may vote, even

if the voter's turn to vote does not cone until after those

hours expire.

(2) |If a voter has noved fromthe voter's original polling

district to another, the voter may return to the oriqgi na

polling district to vote for as long as the voter renai ns

qualified there. To be eligible to vote in the new polling

district, the voter nust either file a notice of renoval wth

the voting reqgistrar or regi ster anew.

(3) A voter who has a physical disability or who cannot read

or wite may apply to the voting reqgistrar for a speci al needs

ballot, but this nmust be done at | east ten days before the

el ecti on.

(4) A voter may bring his children who are not yet ei ghteen

vears of age into the voting booth with him

(5) A voter has the right to vote without being intin dated

or forced to vote for soneone the voter does not wi sh to vote

for.

(6) A voter who believes that any of the voter's rights

under this act have been violated may call the voter's |ocal | aw

enforcenent officers.

(b)Y A listing of the rights set forth under subsection (a)

shall be posted publicly in each voter registrati on office and,

on el ection days, polling pl ace.

Section 2. Section 527(a) of the act, amended May 12, 2006
(P.L.178, No.45), is anended to read:
Section 527. Public Buildings to Be Used Were Possi bl e;
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Portable Polling Places.--(a) 1In selecting polling places, the
county board of elections shall, wherever possible and
practicabl e, sel ect school houses, nunicipal buildings or roons,

or other public buildings for that purpose and shall ensure that

the pl aces sel ected are accessi ble by persons wi th physi cal

disabilities. Any board of public education or school directors,
or county or the rmunicipal authorities shall, upon request of
the county board, meke arrangenents for the use of school
property, or of county or municipal property for polling places.
In selecting polling places, the county board of elections shal
make every effort to select polling places that provide al
electors with an environnment that is free fromintimdation and
vi ol ence.

In the event no avail abl e public building as contenpl at ed
under this section is situated within the boundaries of any
el ection district, the county board of elections nmay, not |ess
than twenty days prior to any el ection, designate as the polling
pl ace for such election district any such public building
situated in another election district within the sanme or
i mredi ately adj acent ward, or, if there are no wards, then
wi thin the sane borough or township as the case nay be, provided
such other building is located in an election district which is
i mredi ately adj acent to the boundary of the election district
for which it is to be the polling place and is directly
accessi ble therefromby public street or thoroughfare. Two or
nore polling places nay be located in the sanme public building
under this section. A polling place may be sel ected and
desi gnat ed hereunder |ess than twenty days prior to any
el ection, with the approval of a court of conpetent

jurisdiction.

20070S0344B0381 - 3 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

* * %

Section 3. Sections 702 and 802 of the act are amended to
read:

Section 702. Qualifications of Electors at Primaries.--The
qualifications of electors entitled to vote at primaries shal
be the sane as the qualifications of electors entitled to vote
at elections within the election district where the primary is
hel d, provided that no el ector who is not registered [and
enrolled as a nenber of a political party], in accordance wth
the provisions of this act, shall be permtted to vote the
ball ot of [such party or] any [other] party [ballot] at any
primry.

Section 802. Only Enrolled Electors to Vote at Prinmaries or
Hold Party O fices.--No person who is not registered and
enrolled as a nenber of a political party shall be entitled to
[vote at any primary of such party or to] be elected or serve as
a party officer, or a nmenber or officer of any party commttee,
or delegate or alternate delegate to any party conventi on.

Section 4. Section 902 of the act, anmended May 23, 1949
(P.L.1656, No.504), is anended to read:

Section 902. Candidates to Be Nom nated and Party O ficers
to Be Elected at Primaries.--All candidates of political
parties, as defined in section 801 of this act, for the offices
of United States Senator, Representative in Congress and for al
ot her elective public offices within this State, except that of
presidential electors, shall be nom nated, and party del egates
and alternate del egates, conm tteenen and officers who, under
the provisions of Article VII1 of this act or under the party
rules, are required to be elected by the party el ectors, shal

be elected at primaries held in accordance with the provisions
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of this act, except as otherw se provided in this act. In the
years when candi dates for the office of President of the United
States are to be nom nated, every registered [and enroll ed
menber of a political party] elector shall have the opportunity
at the Spring primary in such years to vote [his] a preference
for one person to be the candidate of [his] a political party
for President.

Section 5. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Secti on 902. 1. Procedure for Unenroll ed El ectors to Cast

Primary Ballots.--1f a person is not enrolled in a political

party, the el ections officer shall ask the person in which

political party's prinmary that person desires to vote and the

el ections officer upon reply shall record the voter's sel ection

upon the voter's certificate and for the purpose of that ball ot

shall be enrolled in that party. The person shall remain

unenroll ed for party desi gnati on unl ess the person conpletes a

decl aration of enrollnent as described in section 902. 2.

Secti on 902. 2. Form of Decl aration of Party Enrollnent.--1f

after a person has cast a political party ballot, as prescri bed

in section 902.1, and the person wi shes to remain enrolled in

that party the person shall conplete a declarati on of enroll nent

whi ch shall be nade avail able within the polling place and shal

be in a form approved by the Secretary of the Commonweal th

substantially as foll ows:

Decl arati on of Enrol |l nent

Address . ... ...

| hereby request that ny political party enroll nent be
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1 as foll ows:

3 Signed under penalty of perjury.

A e e e e e e e e

5 (Si gnat ure)

6 The elections officer shall then include the person's

7 declaration of enrollnment with the voter's certificate and

8 1insert both into the voting check list as provided for in

9 section 1212. Once processed, the county board shall then send a

10 new certificate of reqgistration, with the declared party

11 enrollnent listed, to the person requesti ng enrol |l nent.

12 Section 6. Section 1210(d) of the act, anmended Cctober 8,
13 2004 (P.L.807, No.97), is anended to read:

14 Section 1210. Manner of Applying to Vote; Persons Entitled
15 to Vote; Voter's Certificates; Entries to Be Made in District
16 Register; Nunbered Lists of Voters; Challenges.--* * *

17 (d) No person, except a qualified elector who is in actual
18 mlitary or naval service under a requisition of the President
19 of the United States or by the authority of this Conmonwealth,
20 and who votes under the provisions of Article XIIl of this act,
21 shall be entitled or permtted to vote at any primary or

22 election at any polling place outside the election district in

23 which [he] the person resides, nor shall [he] the person be

24 permtted to vote in the election district in which [he] the

25 person resides, unless [he] the person has been personally

26 registered as an elector and [his] the person's registration

27 card appears in the district register of such election district,
28 except by order of the court of conmon pleas as provided in this
29 act, and any person, although personally registered as an

30 elector, may be chall enged by any qualified el ector, election
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of ficer, overseer, or watcher at any primary or election as to
[his] identity, as to [his] continued residence in the election
district or as to any alleged violation of the provisions of
section 1210 of this act, and if challenged as to identity or
resi dence, [he] the person shall produce at |east one qualified
el ector of the election district as a witness, who shall make
affidavit of his identity or continued residence in the election
district: Provided, however, That no person shall be entitled to
vote as a nmenber of a party at any primary, unless [he] the
(1) registered and enrolled as a nenber of such party
upon the district register, which enrollnent shall be
conclusive as to [his] party nenbership and shall not be

subject to challenge on the day of the primary[.]; or

(2) reqgistered as an i ndependent or nonparty voter, in

whi ch case the person may vote for the candi dates of the

party of the voter's choice, the choice to be nmade at the

polling place on the day of the primary el ection. The voter's

choice of parties at one prinmary el ection shall not preclude

the voter fromchoosing a different party at a subseqguent

primary el ection.

Section 7. Section 1212 of the act is anended to read:
Section 1212. Voting Check List.--After each el ector has
been admitted to vote, [his] each voter's certificate and, where

appli cabl e, each decl aration of enroll nent shall be inserted in

the file or binder provided therefor by the county board, and

known as the "Voting Check List,"” and the [said] voter's

certificate and decl arati on of enroll nent so bound shal

constitute the official list of electors voting at such primary

or election. Al voter's certificates prepared by persons
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applying to vote whose applications to vote are refused by the
el ection officer shall be carefully preserved and returned to

the county board with the other papers. Wthin ninety days of

such return, the voting check list shall be reviewed by the

as prescribed in sections 902.1 and 902.2, shall be processed

accordi ngl vy.

1
2
3
4
5 county board and all persons wishing to be enrolled in a party,
6
7
8

Section 8. This act shall take effect immediately.
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