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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 156 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY RHOADES, WONDERLI NG, RAFFERTY, BOSCCOLA, FONTANA
WOZNI AK AND KI TCHEN, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, MARCH 6, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for dates and tines
of school terns and sessions.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1504(a) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anended July 1, 1978 (P.L.575, No.105), is anmended to read:

Section 1504. Dates and Tines of School Terms and Sessi ons;
Commencenent.--(a) The board of school directors of each schoo
district shall fix the date of the beginning of the school term

whi ch date shall not be earlier than the first Tuesday after

Labor Day. Unless otherw se deternmined by the board, the daily
session of school shall open at nine ante-neridian and cl ose at
four post-neridian, with an interm ssion of one hour at noon,

and an interm ssion of fifteen mnutes in the forenoon and in
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t he afternoon. Upon request of a board of school directors for
an exception to the aforesaid daily schedule, the Secretary of
Educati on may, when in his opinion a neritorious educati onal
program warrants, approve a school week containing a m ni mum of
twenty seven and one-half hours of instruction as the equival ent
of five (5) school days, or a school year containing a m ninmm
of nine hundred ninety hours of instruction at the secondary

| evel or nine hundred (900) hours of instruction at the

el enentary | evel as the equival ent of one hundred eighty (180)
school days. Professional and tenporary professional enployes
shall be allowed a |unch period free of supervisory or other
duties of at least thirty mnutes. The provisions of this
subsection shall not be construed to repeal any rule or

regul ati on of any board of school directors now in effect which
provides for a lunch period |onger than the m ni mum prescri bed
herein or to repeal any action of any board of school directors
taken in conpliance with section 7 of the act of July 25, 1913
(P.L.1024, No.466), entitled "An act to protect the public
health and welfare, by regulating the enploynent of females in
certain establishnments, with respect to their hours of |abor and
the conditions of their enploynent; by establishing certain
sanitary regulations in the establishnments in which they work;
by requiring certain abstracts and notices to be posted; by
providing for the enforcenent of this act by the Conm ssioner of
Labor and Industry and others; by prescribing penalties for

vi ol ations thereof; by defining the procedure in prosecutions;
and by repealing all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with

t he provisions thereof,"” as anmended.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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