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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 119 55

| NTRODUCED BY COSTA, FONTANA, TARTAGLI ONE, ORI E, STOUT,
RAFFERTY, MJSTO, O PAKE, WASHI NGTON AND LAVALLE,
MARCH 7, 2007

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, MARCH 7, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Novenber 24, 1976 (P.L.1163, No.259),

entitled "An act relating to the prescribing and di spensing

of generic equival ent drugs,"” providing for epilepsy

prescription products.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2 of the act of Novenmber 24, 1976
(P.L.1163, No.259), referred to as the CGeneric Equival ent Drug
Law, is anended by adding definitions to read:

Section 2. As used in this act:

"Anti-epil eptic druqg" neans:

(1) any drug prescribed for the treatnent of epil epsy; or

(2) a drug used to treat or prevent seizures.

* * %

"Epi | epsy" neans a neurol ogi cal conditi on characteri zed by

recurrent seizures.

* * %

"] nt erchange" nmeans the substituti on of one version of the
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sane anti-epileptic therapeutic product, including a generic

version for the prescri bed brand, a brand version for the

prescri bed generic version, a generic version by one

manuf acturer for a generic version by different manufacturer, a

different formul ati on of the prescri bed anti-epileptic drug or a

different anti-epileptic therapeutic drug product for the anti -

epi l eptic product originally prescribed.

* * %

"Sei zure" neans an acute clinical change secondary to a brief

di sturbance in the electrical activity of the brain.

Section 2. Section 3 of the act is anmended by adding a
subsection to read:
Section 3. * * *

(g) A pharmaci st may not interchange an anti-epil eptic drug

or formulation of an anti-epileptic drug, brand or generic, for

the treatment of epileptic seizures without prior notification

of and the signed, inforned consent of such interchange fromthe

prescri bi ng physici an and patient, or patient's parent, |eqgal

qguar di an or Sspouse.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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