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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 76 %5

| NTRODUCED BY TOMLI NSON, GREENLEAF, STQUT, BOSCOLA, COSTA,
FONTANA, RAFFERTY, TARTAGLIONE, ORI E, FERLO, PIPPY, BROME,
MUSTO, STACK, LOGAN AND FUMO, FEBRUARY 12, 2007

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
FEBRUARY 12, 2007
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AN ACT
Provi ding for home energy assistance to certain persons through
paynment of matching funds to the hardship funds of certain
home energy providers and for powers and duties of the
Departnment of Public Welfare.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Hone Energy
Assi st ance Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The Federal Government recognized the inportance of
aiding lowinconme famlies with heating their homes when it
created the Low I nconme Hone Energy Assistance Programin
1981.

(2) Oher states have recogni zed the need to suppl enent

t hese Federal funds for hone heating energy assistance with

state funds.
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(3) The Commonweal th recogni zes the inportance of
allocating State funds to aid famlies struggling with
heati ng costs that do not fall within the guidelines of the
Federal program

(4) Heating oil and propane gas conpani es and public
utilities that provide electricity and natural gas al so
recogni ze the need to contribute funds for energy assistance
by their establishnent of hardship funds.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Average nmonthly degree day." The average daily tenperature
for a given nonth.

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

"Eligible ratepayer.” A ratepayer whose paynent to a hone
energy provider for service is delinquent or has otherw se
extenuating circunmstances and whose incone falls between 151%
and 200% of the Federal poverty guidelines as reported by the
Depart ment of Health and Human Servi ces.

"Hardship fund."” Funds established by a hone energy provider
to provide cash assistance to those ratepayers who have
exhausted all other resources for paynent of electricity,
heating oil, natural gas or propane gas bills.

"Heating season.” The nonths of Novenber, Decenber, January,
February and March, consecutively.

"Hone energy provider."™ A heating oil or propane gas conpany
or a public utility that provides electricity or natural gas to

rat epayers in this Comonweal t h.
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"Rat epayer.” A person in whose nane a residential service
account is listed with a hone energy provider and who is
primarily responsible for paynent of a bill rendered for
servi ce.

Section 4. WMatching funds.

(a) Conmonweal th share.--The departnment shall provide
mat chi ng funds based upon the anpbunt contributed by the
st ockhol ders, enpl oyees and ratepayers of honme energy providers
to their hardship funds as contained in the nost recent data
reported to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Conmm ssion or
obt ai ned ot herw se.

(b) Distribution.--The departnment shall only distribute
mat chi ng funds when the Statew de average nonthly degree days in
a heating season are 10% col der than the Statew de average
nmont hl y degree days for a heating season for the previous ten
years as reported by the National Wather Service or obtained
ot herwi se.

Section 5. Application procedure.

(a) Tinme for filing.--A hone energy provider may apply for
mat chi ng funds and nust notify the departnment of its intent to
do so during the period of January 1 to February 1.

(b) Contents of application.--The application shall be in
such formas prescribed by the departnent and shall contain:

(1) The amount to be credited to the hone energy
provider into its hardship fund.

(2) Identification of a nonprofit entity that has agreed
to evaluate the financial condition of ratepayers, with their
consent, in order to assist the hone energy provider with its
determ nati on of whether the ratepayers should receive credit

t hrough the hardship fund.
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(3) Such other information as required by the
depart nment.
Section 6. Distribution.
Moneys appropriated to the departnent for purposes of section
4 shall, upon certification by the departnent of qualified funds
in a hone energy provider's hardship fund, remt the nmatching
funds to the hone energy provider no later than April 1

Section 7. Rules and regul ations.
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The departnent may pronul gate any rules and regulations it
10 determ nes necessary for the adm nistration of this act.

11 Section 20. Effective date.

12 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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