PRINTER S NO. 61

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 45 %5

| NTRODUCED BY C. W LLIAMS, KITCHEN, ERICKSQON, BOSCOLA, COSTA,
MUSTO, STOUT, FONTANA, GREENLEAF, GORDNER, BROWE, STACK,
FERLO AND LOGAN, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

REFERRED TO STATE GOVERNMENT, FEBRUARY 7, 2007
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AN ACT

Est abl i shing the Pennsyl vania Comm ssion for Wnen; and
providing for its powers and duties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Pennsyl vani a

Conmi ssi on for Whnen Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Conmi ssion.” The Pennsyl vania Conm ssion for Wnen
establi shed in section 3.

"Executive director.” The Executive Director of the
Pennsyl vani a Conm ssi on for Wnen.

Section 3. Comm ssi on.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the
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Pennsyl vani a Conm ssion for Wnen to be conposed of at |east 15
menbers but not nore than 21 nmenbers.

(b) Menbers.--Menbers shall be appointed by the Governor and
shall function in an advisory capacity to the executive
director.

(c) Chairperson.--The Governor shall designate one nenber as
chai rperson of the comm ssion.

(d) Termns.--Menbers shall serve for staggered ternms of one
or two years as the Governor shall designate.

(e) Vacancies.--The Governor shall fill any vacancies that
may occur

(f) Reinbursenent.--Menbers shall serve w thout salary but
shall be reinbursed for their actual and necessary expenses
incurred while attending official comm ssion neetings and
perform ng such other official functions as the director shal
prescri be.

Section 4. Executive director.

(a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established the Ofice
of the Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Comm ssion for
Wonen.

(b) Appointnment.--The executive director shall be appointed
by the Governor

(c) Enployees.--The executive director shall enploy such
ot her persons as are needed for the proper adm nistration of the
program

(d) Reporting.--The executive director shall report directly
to the Governor, advising the Governor of matters affecting
wonen.

(e) Advocacy.--The executive director shall function as

State governnent's advocate for wonen and shall have the
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responsi bility for devel oping and inpl enmenting policies and
prograns to ensure that wonen receive equal treatnent in al
areas of life and to ensure that the Equal Ri ghts Amendnent to
the Constitution of Pennsylvania is fully inplenented.

(f) Information.--The executive director shall w dely
di ssenm nate informati on and data concerni ng wonren. Al |l
Commonweal t h departnents and agencies shall send to the
executive director any data and information which is categorized
by gender.

(g) Agency support.--The executive director shall cooperate
with and enlist the support of appropriate agencies, both
government al and nongovernnental, to ensure that issues of
gender inequity are vigorously pursued and correct ed.

(h) Annual report.--The executive director shall issue an
annual report to the Governor and to the citizens of this
Commonweal th and shal |l nake reconmendati ons as he considers
appropri at e.

Section 5. Powers and duties of comm ssion.

The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and its duty
shal | be to:

(1) Assist the executive director to devel op policies
and carry out prograns.

(2) Upon recomrendation of the executive director, the
comm ssion shall investigate broad scale practices and
policies which serve as barriers to equality for wonen and
recomrend nmeans to end them

(3) Inits investigations and deliberation the
conmmi ssion, with approval of the executive director, shal
hol d such public hearings as it considers necessary to gather

information, informthe public of its activities and
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1 encourage public participation therein to address the issues
2 rai sed.

3 (4) The conm ssion shall convene at |east quarterly and
4 at the call of the executive director. A majority shal

5 constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting the

6 busi ness of the conmi ssion. A vote of the mpjority of nenbers
7 present shall be sufficient for all actions of the

8 commi ssi on.

9 Section 10. Effective date.

10 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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