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AN ACT
Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania

Consol i dated Statutes, changing the nane of the Departnent of

Mlitary and Veterans Affairs; establishing the Departnent of

Veterans Affairs, the bureaus within the departnent and the

State Veterans Comm ssion; providing for the powers and

duties of the Department of Veterans Affairs and its bureaus;

and maki ng conform ng anendnents and editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes is amended to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly
i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:

"Arnory." Land, buildings and fixtures used for housing

el enents of the Pennsylvania mlitary forces.
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"Departnment.” The Departnent of [MIlitary and] Veterans
Affairs of the Commonwealth.

"National Defense Act." The act of Congress, entitled "An
act for making further and nore effectual provisions for the

Nat i onal Defense and for other purposes,” approved June 3, 1916,
its anmendnents and suppl enents.

"National Guard of the United States.” The Arny Nati onal
Guard of the United States and the Air National Guard of the
United States.

"Officer." Conm ssioned or warrant officer.

"Order." General or special order, oral or witten, whether
i ssued pursuant to State or Federal authority.

"Pennsyl vania Guard." Those organi zed units of the
Pennsylvania mlitary forces which are not Federally recognized
or which serve under the authority of the Governor when the
Pennsyl vani a National Guard, in whole or in part, is on extended
Federal active duty.

"Pennsylvania mlitary forces.”" The land, air and sea
mlitary units organized for the internal security of this
Commonweal t h.

"Pennsyl vani a National Guard." The Pennsylvani a Arny
Nati onal Guard and the Pennsylvania Air National CGuard.

Section 2. Chapter 17 of Title 51 is repeal ed:

[ CHAPTER 17
STATE VETERANS COWM SS| ON
AND DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL
FOR VETERANS AFFAI RS
Subchapt er
A. State Veterans' Conm ssion

B. Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans' Affairs
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1 SUBCHAPTER A

2 STATE VETERANS COWM SS| ON

3 Sec.

4 1701. Definitions.

5 1702. State Veterans' Conm ssion.

6 1703. GCeneral powers and duties.

7 1704. Specific powers and duties.

8 1705. Veterans' home hall of fane.

9 § 1701. Definitions.

10 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
11 shall have the meanings given to themin this section unless the
12 context clearly indicates otherw se:

13 "Conmission.” The State Veterans' Comm ssion established by
14 this chapter.

15 § 1702. State Veterans' Conmi ssion.

16 (a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
17 departnment an advi sory comm ssion to be known as the State

18 Veterans' Conmi ssion.

19 (b) Conposition.--The conmm ssion shall be conposed of:
20 (1) The Adjutant General, ex officio, or his designee.
21 (2) The State commander, commandant or head, or his
22 desi gnee, of each of the follow ng nanmed veterans'
23 or gani zati ons:

24 (i) The American Legion.

25 (ii) AWETS.

26 (ti1) Blinded Veterans Associ ation.

27 (iv) Catholic War Veterans of the United States of
28 Aneri ca.

29 (v) Disabled Arerican Veterans.

30 (vi) Jewish War Veterans of the United States.
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1 (vii) Marine Corps League.

2 (viii) Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart.

3 (ix) State Association of County Directors of

4 Veterans' Affairs.

5 (x) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
6 (xi) Veterans of World War | of the United States of
7 Anerica, |nc.

8 (xii) Italian-Anerican War Veterans of the United

9 States, Inc.

10 (xiii) The Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, |nc.

11 (xiv) American Ex-Prisoners of War

12 (xv) Keystone Paral yzed Veterans Associ ation

13 (3) Four nmenbers at |arge appointed by the Governor from
14 a list provided by the Adjutant Ceneral, each of whom shal
15 be a veteran and a nenber in good and regul ar standing of a
16 Pennsyl vani a branch, post, |odge or club of a recognized

17 nati onal veterans' organization active in this Conmonweal t h.
18 At | east one nenber shall be a female veteran, and at | east
19 one nenber shall be a veteran of the Vietnamera. Menbers at
20 | arge shall serve a termof four years and until a successor
21 has been appoi nt ed.
22 (4) The State Adjutants of the Anmerican Legion, the
23 Di sabl ed American Veterans (DAV) and the Veterans of Foreign
24 wars (VFW and the Executive Director of AMETS as nonvoti ng
25 menbers.
26 (c) Oficers.--The conmm ssion shall annually elect a

27 chairman and vice chairman at the first neeting of the

28 comm ssion after COctober 1. The Deputy Adjutant General for

29 Veterans' Affairs shall serve as the executive secretary to the
30 conm ssion.
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(d) Conpensation and expenses. --Menbers of the comm ssion
shall receive no conpensation for their services but shal
receive reinbursenent for their necessary and proper expenses
for attendance at neetings.

(e) Meetings and quorum --The conm ssion shall neet upon the
call of the chairman or the Adjutant CGeneral. N ne nenbers of
t he comm ssion shall constitute a quorum

(f) Declared vacancies.--The Governor, upon reconmendation
of the Adjutant General, shall declare a vacancy to exi st
whenever any nenber at large fails to attend three consecutive
nmeeti ngs w thout good cause. Any decl ared vacancy shall be
filled for the unexpired term
§ 1703. Ceneral powers and duti es.

The comm ssion shall advise the Adjutant General and the
departnment on all nmatters pertaining to the status, welfare,
benefits, enploynent and support of veterans and veterans'
progranms in this Cormmonweal th and shall perform such ot her
functions as are provided by |aw.

§ 1704. Specific powers and duties.

The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Advise the Adjutant General upon such matters as the

Adj ut ant General nay bring before it.

(2) Investigate the work of the departnent and meke
recommendations to it regarding the departnent's

adm nistration of the laws providing for the paynment of

pensions and relief, for the marking of graves of veterans

and for the selection, acquisition and rmai ntenance of a State
mlitary cenetery.
(3) Investigate and recomrend to the Governor

| egi slation for subm ssion to the General Assenbly concerning
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veterans and their activities.

(4) Oversee veterans' energency assi stance paynents
under Chapter 85 (relating to veterans' energency
assi st ance).

(5) Certify educational gratuity paynments for eligible
chil dren under Chapter 87 (relating to educational gratuity
program .

(6) Determne eligibility of veteran applicants for real
property tax exenptions under Chapter 89 (relating to
di sabl ed veterans' real estate tax exenption).

(7) Promulgate rules and regul ati ons governing al
actions of the comm ssion under paragraphs (4), (5) and (6).

§ 1705. Veterans' hone hall of fane.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Each veterans' home operated by the
Commonweal th shal |l establish and dedicate a hall of fame to
recogni ze and honor the mlitary achi evenents of outstandi ng
vet erans who have conpl eted honorable, active duty mlitary
service and who reside or resided in the geographic region
served by the veterans' hone. The area or space in the veterans'
home dedicated to the hall of fame may be used for other
pur poses.

(b) Selection of inductees.--The advisory council for each
veterans' home shall, consistent with the guidelines established
by the conmi ssion in subsection (c), nom nate eligible veterans
for induction into the hall of fame by the conm ssion and
perform such other duties relating to the hall of fame as
approved by the conm ssion. Any Medal of Honor recipient shal
be automatically inducted into the hall of fane.

(c) Oversight.--The comm ssion shall devel op gui delines for

the halls of fane. The guidelines shall include, but not be
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1 limted to:

2 (1) Eligibility criteria for qualified candi dates.

3 (2) Procedures for nom nation of candi dates and

4 sel ection of inductees.

5 (3) Cerenpnies to officially honor the inductees.

6 (4) Manner of recognizing or presenting the inductees in
7 the halls of fane.

8 (5) Maintenance of the halls of fane.

9 (6) Duties of the advisory councils of the veterans'
10 homes relating to the halls of fane.

11 (d) Docunentation.--Each eligible veteran or his or her

12 representative shall be responsible for obtaining the

13 docunentation necessary to establish his or her eligibility from
14 the National Archives in Washington, D.C., or the National

15 Personnel Record Center in St. Louis, Mssouri.

16 (e) Centralized list.--The State Veterans' Conm ssion shal

17 keep a centralized list of all hall of fame inductees from al

18 regional veterans' hones.

19 SUBCHAPTER B

20 DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL
21 FOR VETERANS AFFAI RS
22 Sec.

23 1711. Qualifications and status.

24 1712. Specific duties.

25 § 1711. (Qualifications and status.

26 (a) Deputy Adjutants General.--1n addition to such other
27 Deputy Adjutants CGeneral as may be naned in the departnent,

28 there shall be a Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans' Affairs,
29 who shall performthe duties under section 1712 (relating to
30 specific duties) and such other duties as the Adjutant Ceneral
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may assi gn.

(b) Appointnent.--The Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans'
Affairs shall be selected and appoi nted as ot her Deputy
Adj utants General are selected and appoi nted. He shall be a
veteran and an active nenber of at |east one of the veterans'
organi zations |isted under section 1702(b) (relating to State
Vet erans’ Conmm ssi on).

(c) Conpensation.--The conpensation of the Deputy Adjutant
CGeneral for Veterans' Affairs shall be as established by |aw.

(d) Status.--The Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans'
Affairs shall be accorded all the rights, enolunents and
privil eges, except pay and al |l owances, of a brigadier general in
t he Pennsyl vania Guard and shall be addressed as "Ceneral ."

§ 1712. Specific duties.

In addition to such other duties as may be provided by | aw or
as assigned by the Adjutant Ceneral, the Deputy Adjutant General
for Veterans' Affairs shall have the foll ow ng specific duties:

(1) To recomrend to the Adjutant Ceneral and the

Governor, with the advice of the State Veterans' Comm ssion

new | egi sl ati on and anmendnents to existing statutes

concerning veterans and their activities for consideration by
the General Assenbly.

(2) To cooperate with all Federal and State departnents
and agencies in the interest of veterans.

(3) To aid in filing and prosecuting clains of
Pennsyl vani a' s veterans and their dependents under Federal or
State laws or regul ations.

(4) To aid veterans in seeking enpl oynent or
reenpl oynent after their honorabl e discharge fromthe arned

forces of the United States.

20070S0028B0040 - 8 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

(5) To aid veterans requiring nedical care in securing
hospitalization provided by a Federal or State nedical or
care facility.

(6) To aid in the rehabilitation of injured, wounded or
conpensabl e veterans in educational institutions or
vocational training institutions for which they may be
eligible by | aw

(7) To cooperate with and advi se the Departnent of
Education with respect to vocational training prograns for
veterans, particularly progranms suited to casualties.

(8) To administer relief provided by the Commonweal th
for veterans and their dependents.

(9) To administer the distribution under the direction
of the Adjutant General of any conpensation to veterans or
t heir dependents that has been or nay be granted by the
Conmonweal t h.

(10) To investigate the work of other State agencies in
adm nistering | aws affecting veterans and their dependents.

(11) To investigate, conpile and maintain conplete and
accurate data concerning veterans of the arned forces of the
United States and all State and municipal activities rel ated
t heret o.

(12) To conpile fromthe records transmtted fromthe
various counties of this Commonwealth a record of the burial
pl aces in this Commonweal th of deceased veterans, including
such information as the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans'
Affairs or his designee deens necessary and appropri ate.

(13) To dissem nate information concerning
Pennsyl vani a' s veterans and Pennsylvania' s veterans' prograns

to veterans' organizations, to the public press and ot her
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1 medi a and to the general public.

2 (14) To biannually submt, through the Adjutant General,
3 to the Governor a report of State activities on behal f of

4 vet er ans.

5 (15) To serve as a clearinghouse for all problens or

6 i ssues related to Pennsylvania' s veterans and their

7 dependent s.

8 (16) To serve as Executive Secretary of the State

9 Vet erans' Conmm ssi on. |

10 Section 3. Title 51 is anended by adding a chapter to read:
11 CHAPTER 18

12 DEPARTMVENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS

13 Sec.

14 1801. Definitions.

15 1802. Departnent of Veterans Affairs.

16 1803. Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

17 1804. Deputy secretaries.

18 1805. Bureaus and conmi Ssi ons.

19 1806. Powers and duties of departnent.
20 1807. Bureau of Veterans Hones.
21 1808. Bureau of Veterans Prograns, Benefits and d ai ns.
22 1809. Bureau of Administration and Personnel.
23 1810. State Veterans Conmi ssion.
24 1811. Veterans hone_hall of fane.
25 1812. Application of Administrative Code.
26 8§ 1801. Definitions.
27 The followi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
28 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
29 context clearly indicates otherw se:
30 "Conmi ssion." The State Veterans Conmi ssion established
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under this chapter.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under this chapter.

"Secretary." The Secretary of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal t h.

8§ 1802. Department of Veterans Affairs.

The Department of Veterans Affairs is hereby established as

an adnini strative departnent within the Executive Departnent of

the Commonwealth and is vested with the power and authority as

set forth in this chapter

8 1803. Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(a) Appointnent.--The Governor shall noninate in accordance

with the provisions of the Constitution of Pennsyl vania and, by

and with the advice and consent of a npjority of the nenbers

elected to the Senate, appoint a Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(b)Y CQualifications.--No person shall be nom nated under

subsection (a) unless the person is a veteran.

(c) Term--The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall serve a

four-year termand until a successor shall have been appoi nt ed

and qualifi ed.

(d) Vacancy.--1f the office of Secretary of Veterans Affairs

shal |l become vacant, the Governor shall fill the vacancy in

accordance with the provi sions of the Constitution of

Pennsyl vani a and subsection (a).

8§ 1804. Deputy secretari es.

The secretary shall appoint three deputy secretaries, who

shall serve at the pl easure of the secretary, to assi st the

secretary in the adm nistrati on and operati on of the depart nent

as foll ows:

(1) Deputy Secretary for Veterans Hones.

20070S0028B0040 - 11 -
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(2) Deputy Secretary for Veterans Prograns, Benefits and

8§ 1805. Bur eaus and conmi SSi ons.

The foll owi ng bureaus and conmi ssions are created within the

depart nent:

(1) The Bureau of Veterans Hones.

(2) The Bureau of Veterans Prograns, Benefits and

(3) The Bureau of Administration and Personnel .

(4) The State Veterans Conm SSi on.

8 1806. Powers and duti es of departnent.

The departnment shall have the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To administer the |laws providing for the paynent of

pensions and relief, for the marki ng of graves of the

veterans and for the sel ection, acquisition and nai nt enance

of a State mlitary cenetery.

(2) To investigate and conpil e data concerni ng veterans

of the arned forces of the United States, and all State and

muni ci pal activities relating to veterans.

(3) To adnmi ni ster veterans pensions and benefits under

Chapter 77 (relating to veterans' pensions and benefits).

(4) To adnminister the Veterans' Energency Assi stance

Pr ogr am est abl i shed under Chapter 85 (relating to veterans'

ener gency assi stance).

(5) To administer the Educational Gratuity Program

est abl i shed under Chapter 87 (relating to Educati onal

Gratuity Progran.

(6) To administer the disabled veterans real estate tax

20070S0028B0040 - 12 -
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exenpti on under Chapter 89 (relating to di sabl ed veterans'

real estate tax exenption).

(7)) To recommend to the Governor new | eqi sl ati on and

anendnents to existing statutes concerning veterans and their

activities, for subnm ssion to the General Assenbly.

(8) To cooperate with all departnments and agenci es of

the Commobnwealth in the interest of veterans wel fare.

(9) To aid in filing and prosecuting all clains of the

Commpbnweal th's veterans and dependents of veterans under

Federal or State statutes.

(10) To aid in the enpl oynent and reenpl oynent of al

vet erans honorably di scharged fromthe armed forces of the

United States or their auxiliaries.

(11) To aid in securing hospitalization, for any veteran

requi ring nedical care, that may be provided by a Federal or

State nental or nedical or surgical facility specifically

provi ded for veterans or in any other public hospital.

(12) To aid in the rehabilitation of injured, wounded or

conpensabl e veterans, or other veterans, in educati onal

institutions or vocational training institutions to which

they may be eliqgi bl e by statute.

(13) To cooperate with and advi se the Departnent of

Educati on with respect to the establishment of vocati onal

training prograns, particularly prograns suited to war

casualties, for either day or evening instruction, or both.

(14) To admi nister relief provided by the Commonweal t h

for veterans and dependents of veterans.

(15) To administer the distribution of any conpensati on

to veterans or dependents of veterans that has been or may be

granted by the Commonweal t h.
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1 (16) To investigate the work of other departnents of the
2 Conmonweal th admi nistering |aws affecting veterans or

3 vet erans_or phans.

4 (17) To investigate, conpile and nmaintain conplete and

5 accurate data concerning veterans of the arned forces of the
6 United States and all State and nunicipal activities relating
7 thereto.

8 (18) To conpile fromthe records transmitted fromthe

9 various counties of this Conmonwealth, a record of the burial
10 places within this Conmonweal th of deceased service persons,
11 including such information as the secretary deens necessary
12 and appropri ate.

13 (19) To establish an information center, and to

14 dissem nate reqularly to chapters, canps and posts of

15 veterans organi zati ons throughout this Commonweal th, such

16 information as the secretary shall deternmne, and to transmt
17 to the public press and other nedia of public infornation,

18 information relative to veterans as nmay be of public

19 interest.
20 (20) To submt biannually to the Governor, a report of
21 State activities on behalf of veterans.
22 (21) To performother duties in connection with veterans
23 that may be referred to the secretary by other departnents or
24 agencies of the Conmonwealth, and to be a clearinghouse for
25 all problens related to Pennsylvania veterans and their
26 dependent s.
27 (22) To appoint an executive secretary to the
28 conmi Ssi on
29 § 1807. Bureau of Veterans Hones.
30 (a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of Veterans Hones is hereby

20070S0028B0040 - 14 -
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establi shed as a bureau within the departnent.

(b) Powers and duties.--In addition to the powers and duti es

conferred under this chapter, the Deputy Secretary for Veterans

Hones shall, with the approval of the secretary, have the power

and duty to:

(1) Oversee the bureau and make recommendati ons to the

secretary regardi ng the mai ntenance and operati on of veterans

honmes t hroughout this Conmbnweal t h.

(2) Appoint a director to adm ni ster each veterans hone.

Each director shall be qualified and licensed in this

Commpnweal th as a nursi ng hone adnini strator. Each director

shal | appoi nt such officers and enpl oyees as may be necessary

and fix their salaries in conformty with the standards

est abl i shed by the Executive Board.

(3) Accept gifts, grants or paynents for the use of each

vet erans hone, except that the departnent nmay expend Feder al

funds to the extent they are appropriated to the departnent

by the General Assenbly.

(4) Establish a schedule of fees to be charged

residents. The fees shall be based on the | evel of service or

care required and the ability of the resident to pay. The

departnent shall establish the | evel of service to be

provided in accordance with the Federal Departnent of

Veterans Affairs standards of nursing and donmiciliary care.

(c) Advisory councils for veterans hones. --

(1) There is hereby established an advi sory council for

each veterans hone operated by the departnent. Each advi sory

council shall consist of 15 nenbers and the secretary, who

shall serve ex officio. Twelve of the nenbers shall be

appoi nted by the Governor froma list of nom nati ons

20070S0028B0040 - 15 -
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submtted to the secretary by the Pennsyl vani a War Vet er ans

Council. The president pro tenpore of the Senate and the

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall each appoi nt

one nenber fromtheir respective |l eqislative chanber to serve

on each council. The renmni ni ng menber on the advi sory counci

shall be selected by the residents of the veterans hones.

(2) Each nenber of the councils appointed fromthe

CGCeneral Assenbly shall serve for the duration of that session

of the General Assenbly. The ei ght nenbers appoi nted by the

Governor shall serve a termof three years, provided that the

initial eight nenbers selected by the Governor shall serve as

follows: three nenbers for one year, three nenbers for two

vears and two nenbers for three years as desi gnated by the

Governor. Each council shall organi ze as soon as possi bl e and

shall annually el ect a president, vice president and

(3) The nenbers appoi nted by the Governor nay be renoved

by the Governor for cause.

(4) Six nenbers of the council shall constitute a quorum

for the purpose of conducting the busi ness of the council.

Each council shall neet at | east quarterly and at other tines

at the call of the president.

(5) Menbers of each council shall receive no

conpensation for their services but shall receive

rei nbursenent for their necessary and proper expenses for

att endance at neeti ngs.

(6) Each council shall advise the secretary as to the

managenent, operation and the adequacy of facilities and

services at their respective hones.

30 § 1808. Bur eau of Veterans Prograns, Benefits and C ai ns.
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(a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of Veterans Prograns,

Benefits and Cains is hereby established as a bureau within the

departnent. The bureau shall adm nister all veterans proqrans,

except veterans hones, providing for the adm ni strati on of al

benefits granted to veterans under the laws of this

Commpnweal t h.

(b) Powers and duties.--In addition to the powers and duti es

conferred under this chapter, the Deputy Secretary for Veterans

Prograns, Benefits and C ains shall have the power and duty to:

(1) Oversee the Bureau of Veterans Proqgrans, Benefits

and C ai n8 and assi st veterans and their dependents in naking

clai ne under Federal or State | aw.

(2) WNMake reconmmendations to the secretary regardi ng the

adm ni stration of veterans prograns of the Commpnweal t h.

(3) Oversee the Scotl and School for Veterans' Children.

8§ 1809. Bur eau of Adnini strati on and Per sonnel .

(a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of Adm nistration and

Personnel is hereby established as a bureau within the

departnent. The bureau shall be responsible for all nmatters

relating to the adm ni strati on of the departnent.

(b) Powers and duties.--The Deputy Secretary for

Adm ni strati on and Personnel shall have the foll owi ng powers and

duti es:

(1) Oversee the Bureau of Adm ni strati on and Personnel.

(2) Oversee departnent personnel.

(3) Adnminister the day-to-day operations of the

depart nent.

(4) WNManage the fiscal affairs of the departnent.

(5) Fornulate a proposed budget, which shall be approved

by the secretary, for subnission to the Governor
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1 (6) Make reconmendations to the secretary regarding the
2 operations of the departnent.

3 § 1810. State Veterans Conmi ssion.

4 (a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
5 departnent an advisory connmission to be known as the State

6 Veterans Conmi Ssion.

7 (b) Conposition.--The connission shall be conposed of:

8 (1) The secretary, ex officio, or his designee.

9 (2) The Adjutant Ceneral or_his designee.

10 (3) The State conmander, conmandant or head, or his

11 desi gnee, of each of the follow ng naned veterans

12 or gani zati ons:

13 (i) The Anerican Legion.

14 (ii) AWETS.

15 (iii) Blinded Veterans Association.

16 (iv) Catholic War Veterans of the United States of
17 Anerica

=

oo
I~

<
N—

Di sabl ed Aneri can Vet er ans.

19 (vi) Jewish War Veterans of the United States.

20 (vii) Marine Corps League.

21 (viii) Mlitary Oder of the Purple Heart.

22 (ix) State Association of County Directors of

23 Veterans Affairs.

24 (x) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
25 (xi) Veterans of Wrld War | of the United States of
26 Anerica, Inc.

27 (xii) ltalian-Anerican War Veterans of the United
28 States, Inc.

29 (xiii) The Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, Inc.

30 (xiv) _Anerican Ex-Prisoners of War
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(xv) Keystone Paral yzed Veterans Associ ati on.

(4) Four nenbers at | arge appoi nted by the Governor from

a list provided by the Adjutant General, each of whom shal

be a veteran and a nenber in good and requl ar standi ng of a

Pennsyl vani a branch, post, |odge or club of a recogni zed

nati onal veterans organi zati on active in this Conmmobnweal t h.

At | east one nenber shall be a female veteran, and at | east

one nenber shall be a veteran of the Vietnamera. Mnbers at

| arge shall serve a termof four years and until a successor

has been appoi nt ed.

(5) The State Adjutants of the Anerican Legi on, the

Di sabl ed Aneri can Veterans (DAV) and the Veterans of Foreign

wars (VFW and the Executive Director of AMVETS as nonvoti ng

(c) Oficers.--The conmi ssion shall annually el ect a

chairman and vice chairman at the first neeting of the

commi ssion after Cctober 1. The Deputy Adjutant General for

Veterans Affairs shall serve as the executive secretary to the

conmi ssi on.

(d) Conpensati on and expenses. -- Menbers of the comm ssi on

shall receive no conpensation for their services but shal

recei ve rei nbursenent for their necessary and proper expenses

for attendance at neetings.

(e) Meetings and quorum --The comm ssi on shall neet upon the

call of the chairman or the Adjutant General. N ne nenbers of

the conm ssion shall constitute a quorum

(f) Declared vacanci es. --The Governor, upon reconmrendati on

of the Adjutant General, shall declare a vacancy to exi st

whenever any nenber at large fails to attend three consecutive

meeti ngs w t hout good cause. Any decl ared vacancy shall be
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filled for the unexpired term

(g) GCeneral powers and duties.--The commi ssion shall advi se

the secretary and the departnent on all matters pertaining to

the status, welfare, benefits, enpl oynent and support of

veterans and veterans prograns in this Commonweal th and shal

perform such other functions as are provided by | aw.

(h) Specific powers and duties.--The conmmi ssi on shall have

the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Advise the secretary upon such matters as the

secretary may bring before it.

(2) Investigate the work of the departnent and nmake

reconmendations to it reqgarding the departnent's

admi ni stration of the |aws providing for the paynent of

pensi ons and relief, for the marki ng of graves of veterans

and for the sel ection, acquisition and nai ntenance of a State

mlitary cenetery.

(3) Investigate and recommend to the secretary

| egi sl ation for subm ssion to the General Assenbly concerning

veterans and their activities.

§ 1811. Veterans hone hall of fane.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Each veterans hone operated by the

Commpnweal th shall establish and dedicate a hall of fane to

recogni ze and honor the mlitary achi evenents of outstandi ng

vet erans who have conpl eted honorabl e, active duty mlitary

service and who reside or resided in the geographi c region

served by the veterans hone. The area or space in the veterans

honme dedicated to the hall of fame nmay be used for other

(b) Sel ection of inductees.--The advisory council for each

veterans hone shall, consistent with the quidelines established
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1 by the conmission in subsection (c), noninate eligible veterans
2 for induction into the hall of fanme by the conm ssion_and

3 performsuch other duties relating to the hall of fane as

4 approved by the conm ssion. Any Medal of Honor recipient shal

5 be automatically inducted into the hall of fane.

6 (c) Oversight.--The conm ssion shall devel op guidelines for
7 the halls of fanme. The gquidelines shall include, but not be

8 limted to:

9 (1) Eligibility criteria for qualified candi dates.

10 (2) Procedures for nomi nation of candidates and

11 sel ection of inductees.

12 (3) Cerenpnies to officially honor the inductees.

13 (4) Manner of recognizing or presenting the inductees in
14 the halls of fane.

15 (5) Maintenance of the halls of fane.

16 (6) Duties of the advisory councils of the veterans

17 hones relating to the halls of fane.

18 (d) Docunentation.--Each eligible veteran or his or her

19 representative shall be responsible for obtaining the
20 docunentation necessary to establish his or her eligibility from
21 the National Archives in Washington, DC, or the National
22 Personnel Record Center in St. Louis, Mssouri.
23 (e) Centralized list.--The State Veterans Conni ssion shal
24 keep a centralized list of all hall of fane inductees from al
25 regional veterans hones.
26 8§ 1812. Application of Administrative Code.
27 Except as otherw se provided by |law, the departnent shall be
28 subject to all the provisions of the act of April 9, 1929
29 (P.L.177, No.175), known_as The Adninistrative Code of 1929,

30 which apply generally to adm ni strati ve departnments.
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Section 4. Sections 3201, 7701, 7702, 8501, 8504(b), 8505,
8701, 8702(a) and (b), 8703(b) and (c) and 8901 of Title 51 are
amended to read:

§ 3201. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Approved institution of higher learning." An educational

institution offering a post-secondary program of education
| ocated in this Conmonweal th and approved by the Pennsyl vani a
H gher Educati on Assi stance Agency.

"Approved program of education.”™ A degree- or certificate-
granting curriculumor course of study to be pursued on a full-
time or part-tine basis or its equivalent as determ ned by the
Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assi stance Agency, at an approved
institution of higher |earning.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of MIlitary [and Veterans]
Affairs of the Commonwealth.

"Eligible nenber." A nmenber of the Pennsylvania National
Guard who neets the criteria specified in section 3202 (relating
to eligibility) and who has been awarded a certificate of
eligibility under section 3203 (relating to certification of
eligibility).

"Full -time student. A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher |earning pursuing an approved program of
education equal to or greater than 15 credit hours or its
equi val ent recogni zed by the Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on

Assi stance Agency as a full-time course of study.
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"Part-tinme student.” A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher education pursuing an approved program of
education of less than 15 credit hours or its equival ent
recogni zed by the Pennsylvani a H gher Education Assistance
Agency as a part-tinme course of study.

"Program ™ The Educati onal Assistance Program established in
this chapter

"Qualified resident.” An individual who has been a bona fide
resident of this Commonwealth prior to the tinme an application
for a grant is made. The Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on
Assi stance Agency shall nmake the final decision on whether an
applicant is a qualified resident.

§ 7701. Blind veteran's pension.

(a) Definition.--As used in this section the term"blind
veteran" shall nean any person who served in the mlitary or
naval forces of the United States, or any wonman' s organi zati on
officially connected therewith, at any tinme, and who gave the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, as his or her place of residence
at the time of entering the mlitary or naval forces of the
United States, and who while perform ng duties connected with
such service suffered an injury or incurred a disease which
resulted in blindness to the extent that he or she has 3/60 or
10/ 200 or less normal vision. The term"blind veteran" shall not
i ncl ude any person separated fromthe mlitary or naval forces
of the United States, or any woman's organi zation officially
connected therewi th, under other than honorable conditions.

(b) Amount and eligibility.--1n addition to any ot her
assi stance provi ded by the Commonweal th and in addition to any
conpensati on provided by the Federal Governnent, every blind

veteran shall be paid a pension of $150 per nonth. Applications
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for such pensions shall be made to and in the form prescribed by
the departnent. The [Adjutant General] departnent shall have the

power, and it shall be [his] the departnent's duty to determ ne

the eligibility of every applicant for a pension, and [his] the

departnent's decision in the matter shall be final

§ 7702. Paralyzed veteran's pension.

(a) Amount and eligibility.--1n addition to any ot her
assi stance provided by the Commonwealth and in addition to any
conpensati on provided by the Federal Governnent, every paral yzed
veteran shall be paid a pension of $150 per nonth. Applications
for the pensions shall be made to and in the form prescribed by
the departnent. The [Adjutant General] departnent shal

determine the eligibility of every applicant for a pension, and

[his] the departnent's decision in the matter shall be final.

(b) Regulations.--The [Adjutant General] departnent shal
pronmul gate such regul ati ons as nay be necessary to inplenent
this program

(c) Definition.--As used in this section the term"paral yzed
veteran" nmeans any person who served in the mlitary or naval
forces of the United States, or any woman's organi zati on
officially connected therewith, and who gave this Comobnweal th
as his or her place of residence at the tinme of entering the
mlitary or naval forces of the United States and who, while
perform ng duties connected with such service, suffered an
injury or incurred a disease which resulted in the |oss or |oss
of use of two or nore extrenmities. The term does not include any
person separated fromthe mlitary or naval forces of the United
States, or any woman's organi zation officially connected

therewi th, under other than honorabl e conditions.

§ 8501. Definitions.
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The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

["Commission.”™ The State Veterans' Comm ssion established
under section 1702 (relating to State Veterans' Conm ssion).]

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under section 1802 (relating to

Departnent of Veterans Affairs).

"Eligible veteran.” A former nmenber of the mlitary or naval
service of the United States, or wonmen's organization officially
connected therew th, who:

(1) served during a period of war or arned conflict and
was honorably di scharged fromthe armed forces;

(2) died in service or was killed in action during a
period of war or armed conflict; or

(3) as a result of peacetine hostile fire or terrorist
attack as determ ned by the departnent, was killed or
suffered a service-connected disability as certified by the

United States Veterans' Admi nistration and, if surviving, was

honor abl y di scharged fromthe arnmed forces.

"Emergency."” A sudden or unexpected |oss of incone due to
si ckness, disability, unenpl oynent or other cause beyond the
control of the applicant for energency assistance.

"Surviving dependents.” The follow ng are consi dered
survi ving dependents of a deceased eligible veteran:

(1) The unmarried surviving spouse of the deceased
eligible veteran.

(2) |If there is no unmarried spouse of a deceased
eligible veteran, the unmarried m nor children, children who,

before attaining the age of 18, becane pernanently incapable
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of self-support, and children who are | ess than 23 years of
age and are pursuing a full-tinme course of instruction at an
approved educational institution, provided they were, on the
death of the eligible veteran, dependent on the eligible
veteran for nore than 50% of the cost of their support.
(3) If the eligible veteran is not survived by a spouse
or dependent children, the surviving parents of the eligible
veteran, provided that, on the date of the eligible veteran's
deat h, they were dependent on the veteran for nore than 50%
of the cost of their support.
§ 8504. Ampunts of assistance.

* x *

(b) Standards.--Subject to the limtation set forth in
subsection (a), the [State Veterans' Comm ssion shall reconmend]

departnment shall establi